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RIGHT HONdURJ^Lfi 

LORD HENRY MURRAY., 


My Loro, 

V^^HEN I firi): publilhed this Vo|||jQ^ 
it had neither friend nor patron ; aor 
adifted by any of thofe fadlitiot^ 
which are fo generally employed to feducr 
attention to literary produ<5tidhs. 
altogether upon the importance ur me work, 
and the fidelity with which it was executed, 
for its favourable acceptance in the world £ 
and it is with pride I acknowledge that my 
moll fanguine expedations have not been 
ditappointed. But Hill, my Lord, a wilh 

letnained, that to the general patronage of 

•# 

tl|e public 1 might add that of fotne emi« 
pent chara^er, dillinguilhed not only by 
b«th and t^ents, but every private and 
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public virtue ; a,nd I have been fo fortunate 
as fo have that wifli c ompletely gratified by 
^our Lordfliip’s favour and protection. For 
the n^rfonal kindnefs, my Lord, I have re- 
ceived from you, and the added importance 
which your name will itamp on this work, 
1 heg leave to offer the warm effiifions of a 
grateful heart, and to fubferibe myfelf 
with the warmeft refpedt. 

My Lord, 

'^our'L.oRDSHip’s moft faithful 
And obliged humble fervant, 

Aeneas anderson. 

Lieutenant id Royal ATanx , 
Feneibles. 

Douglas, lile of Mair, 

Dec. flj, 1795.' 
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P R E F A G E 

TO THE 

FIRST EPITIQ.N. 




An cmbafly to China a hew -iPveijt 
the diplomatic hitlory of this country^ and very 
naturally excited a general .curiolity concern- 
ing it: for, without confidering the great com- 
mercial ohjedls it had in view, the univerfel 
ignorance which prevailed relpe<^hg the inte- 
rior parts of that empire, and the confequent 
novelty which muft be produced by any au- 
thentic hiftory of it, would iiteliflibly attradt 
the attention of our cnli^tened coimt^, to 
the only civililed nation in the world, whole 
jealous laws f<nbid the intruiioh of any other 


|>eople. 


It 
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tt is fiot my delign to examine ,thofe writers 
who have preceded me on the fubjc^ of China : 
'it is not for me to point out their contradio 
diiplay their fabulous interpolations— 
my only hulinels is to relate what I law in the 
courle of this cmbafly, in every part of which I 
had the honour to attend Lord Macartney, who 
wa^ appointed to be the reprefentative of his, 
Britannic Majelly at the court of Pekin. 

The ^diladvantages which opprels the trade 

of European countries with China are well 

^ovvn, and to remove them in behalf of our 

own, was an objedl well worthy the attentive wif- 

doin of our government. It was not, however, 

» 

a mere Ipeculative pn5je£t ; as a fufficient inti- 
mation had been made to the court of London,' 
that an AmbalTador from thence.wduld be gra- 
cioully received by the Emperor of China : 
miniders, therefore, a6ted with a llriA politi- 
cal attention to the commercial intereds of 
tliis countiy, by preparing an embafly, fuited 
fo the dignity of the court of Great Britain, 
and fitted put in a manner to attradt the atten* 
tion of the Chinefe people,^ well as to com- 
mand 
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mand the rcfped, and fecure tlie regard of thoi 
Court of Pelan. 

The Honoutuble Colonel Cathcart was, ac- 
j^^gsrdsngly, inVeSodin the year 1788, with thp”* 
important chara(^ter qf miniAer frotnrwCfus - 
country to the Empire of China ; a man whole 
fuperior talents, amiable manners, Ihrewd fa- 
gacity, and active perfeverance, qualified him, • 
in a pre-eminent degree, to forward the im- 
portant objects of his million : but the pre- 
mature death of that able, excellent, and ac- 
compliihed man, which happened on his voyr^ 
age, thwarted the progrefs of the embafly he 
was appointed to conduct ; and as no perfon 
had been named in the King’s commilHon, to 
fucceed to his diplomatic ofiice, if he Ihould 
not reach the place of his defiination, that em- 
bafly died with him ; and may be faid to have 
been buried on the diilant dhore where his 
alhes repofe. 

The wife attentions of government were not, 
however, to be turned alide from fuch an im- 
portant national ' objeA •as a commercial alli- 
ance between the Courts of London and Pehin : 
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the chaxaftcr of Atnbaffador to China was acr 
cordingly revived, with additional tplendor, in"" 
the perfon of Earl Macartney ; and an embafly 
re-appointed in (uch a manner as became 
the empire it was to ireprefent — and the emr 
pire before which it was to appear. 

It is impoiliblc to ^eak in higher terms of 
the anxious care and liberal attention of go- 
vernment tp this diplomatic million than it 
deferves. The fuperior talents which direct 
the board of controul, and the commercial 
k^irit which 'animates the dire6tion of the Eaft 
India Company, combined to form thole ar- 
rangements which certainly deferved fuccels, 
if they did not obtain it. No narrow, or for- 
did views, mingled with the preparations of it : 
the means of exterior figure, and the ^lure- 
ments of national productions in every branch 
of art, fcienco, and mannfaClure, were amply 
lupplied; and though the embady has failed 
in its object, its failure cannot be attributed to 
thole* Mrho. franied and falhipned it in this 
eounliy, and fet it forwwd to its dilbmt des- 
tination. 


. jt have 
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I have accurately related every circumtlance 
tliat came under my obfcyvation, with many 
^^currences which I hear from thole, whole 
'authority it would. Vr impertinence, to fay no 
worfe, in me to refill. My defign is to al|;^pa^pt 
no more than I am qualified to fulfil ; and this 
volume will be more particularly found to con- 
tain a faithful account of the Britilh embafiy, 
with its progrefs through China, from the time 
that the Lion man of war, and the Hindoflan 
£afi;-India Company’s Ihip, anchored before 

Mettow, in the Yellow lea, to its arrival at 

# 

Canton. This Narrative is faithfully given 
according tp the bell of my abilities, and from 
the moll accurate obfeni'ations in my power to 
make, during the journey of the embafiy by 
land, or its voyages by water, or its temporary 
refidence in Pekin and Tartary. 

Others who pofiels a brilliant fancy, or a 
glowing imagination, might enliven their de- 
Icription pf the Icenea through which this 
volume will condu^ the reader> with thole 

' I 

flight colours which we fee the Chinefe* 
mannfet^ures that are imported into thU caun^ 

A 4 try* 
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try, to decorate the apartments of elegant opu- 
lence ! but my principal obje6t is to eive a ^ 
llrong and accurate out-line of the p 
and .1 would rather be accufed of th ■ i 
andUtaJitology of truth, than nfque a • 'V • 
that I had facrificed to a creative ^ 

Indeed in a journey, or a voyage, or by what- 
ever name it may be diltinguithed, of upwards 
of two thoufand miles,, fome repetition muft be 
expe<Sled and forgiven, not only from a limili- 
tude of objects, but from the impoflibility of 
difplaying, by literal defeription, thofe diffe- 
rences between them, which, though evident to 
the eye, cannot be transferred^ to the page, 
t^ities, towns, and villages, mountains and 
rocks, rivers, canals, and lakes, &c. &c. will 
oftentimes admit of nothing more than general 
denominations. The regularity, alfo, with 
which the Britifh embalTy was conduced in its 
progrefs through China, will give an occaiional 
uniformity to the narration, that may fometimes 
check tlie intereH which, I trull, it will be 
generally found to excite : but 1 beg leave to 
(ifi'prc the rea^pr that, if qnfortupately he ihonld 

IlQt 
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not always be amuied by this work, he will 
jevcr be intentionally deceived ; and the praife 
to faithful reprefentation is all I have to 
all I with fo receive. 

T have preceded the hiftory of thejOi«s»vey 
■ igh China with an account of the voyage 
to it ; and have confequently mentioned places 
which have already been defcribed by others, 
and are to be found in the volumes of modern 
geography; but I was advifed by thofe, on 
whofe judgment I could very much rely, to give 
this introductory part of it, according to my 
own knowledge, and from the refult of my 
own obfervation. 

1 have alfo added the jouriial of the Lion and 
the Hindoftan from Chufan to Canton, as it 
contains much curious and ufeful information 
relative to the navigation of a long range of 
the coads of China not generally known, and 
may be, therefore, important to the future voys 
ager of the feas that wath them. The river of 
Canton is fo well known, that I have com'> 
preded my account of 'it into a very finall 
pompals, The homeward'bound voyage, alfo, 

which 
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which was accompanied with no circumftance 

worthy of particular attention, is contained in ^ 

/ 

jfew pages. To thefe I have added a thcrt 
gloflai^ of fuch Chinefe words and exnrps^ions, 
as litftd mytelf acquired, and no more. 

As to the names of cities, villages, &c. I have 
given the orthography according to their founds, 
and as I was inilrudled by thofe natives, whofe 
knowledge of the hlnglith language was fuffi* 
cient to allift me. 

I ihall offer no apology to my country for 
publilhing the journal of a voyage, which had 
excited fuch univerfal attention. If this volume 
contains a faithful narrative of the public tranf- 
a^ions of the late cmbafTy to China, with fuch 
an account of the country and its inhabitants, 
as the circumflanccs of it, and mode of travel- 
ling through it, would allow ; an apology muft 
be confidered as infulting the public, to whom 
the work ‘ is prefonted ; and, if it fhould be 
found to contain nothing that can interefl or 
amufo the public, the book itfolf will be aq 
infult, and beyond the reach of apology. 

m 
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But I indulge xnyfelf in better expedationgx 
«<ainr am I without a flattering hope, that this 
vcuKme contains information which will gratify 
. tealb^h^curioiity, and enlarge the knowledge 
of a country fp little Ipiown to the other na^pns 
of the globe. 

JENEAS ANDERSON. 


^rJhamStrutf Wejlminpfr, 
April 1795. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 


TThE rapidity with which a very large im- 
prelhon in quarto of this work has been told, 
determined me to publilh a new edition, in a 
lets expeniive form, that the gratification of 
curiofity on 'a fubjcA fo full of novelty as an 
embally to China may be more extended. 

I have reafon to be vain of the fuccefs of my 
Narrative, which has been honoured with an 
ample lhare of public approbation ; and fiill 
maintains its chara<Ster in Ipite of the various 
efforts of malice and mifreprefentation, both 
ag^nil the book and its author; — ^but while the 
ibrmer remains free from any l|)ecific charge 
of falfhood or exaggeration, the latter may be 
pcrfe<Stly .at eale as to any attaeks which an 
interefled refentment may make upon him,. 

. 1 have only to add, that this edition differs, 
firom the former in little more than a conception 
of literal errors, 

JE. A. 

PREFACE 
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P^R E F A C E- 

TO THK 

THIRD EDITION. 


^A'w O large impreHlons in quarto and 
odlavo of this Narrative having experienced a 
very rapid fale, 1 am called upon to publilh a 
third edition : nor can I refrain from expreffing, 
as^ I truft, a jutlidablc fatisfa^lion in having 
obtained a complete triumph over many illibe- 
ral but fruitlets attempts to depreciate my work. 
When the tpirit of rivalry exceeds the bounds 
^of liberality and of truth, it deferves the morti- 
f jfication which it feldom fails to experience-; 
and my rivals, while they have /taken every 
opportunity to mifreprefent me, and have con- 
detcended to implore, if riot to purchatb, the fe- 
verily of venal driticifm on my Narrative, have 
not, however, been able to tliake its authenti- 
city, nor to lelTcn ^e dUtinguilhed favour which 
* , it 
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it has received, and is ftill receiving, frdm thcf 
patronage of the public. . y ' 

But while I exprefs my fenfc of the ^:lieral 
favour of my country at large, it would betray 
a criminal infeiifibility, if J did not avail myfclf 
of this occafion to make my moil particular ac- 
knowledgments to the inhabitants of the Me of 
Man, not only for a very large portion of per- 
Ibnal kindnefs, but for their zealous encourage- 
ment of this work, which I now make a record 
of my regard and gratitude. 
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LIST 


OF TBS 

GENTLEMEN 

WHO COMPOSED THE RETINUE OF 

EARL MACARTNET, 


Sir Grcorge Staunton, Bart. Secretary to the 
. EmbalTy ; 

Lieut. Col. Benfon, Commandant of the Am- 
baflador’s Guard ; 

Lieut. H. W, Parifh, of the Royal Artillery ; 
Lieut. J. Crewe ; 

'iVir. Adielbn Maxwell, 1 Joint Secretaries to the 
Mr. Edward Winder, J Ambaflador; 

*Mr. Baring, Affittant Secretary, outward-bound ; 

Ion of Sir Francis Baring, Bart. 

Dr. Gillan, Phyiician and Philofopher to the 
Embaily; 

Dr. 
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Dr. Scott, Phylician and Surgeon to the Em- 
ba fly ; ^ ^ 

Mr. Barrow, Comptroller of the Houfehrid ; 

Dr. Dinwtddic, MechaniB, Conduftbtof ma- - 
4^hcmatical and athronomical prcfents ; 

Matter George Staunton, fon of Sir George 
Staunton,’ Bart. 

Mr. Thomas Hickey, Portrait Painter ; 

Mr. Alexander, Draftiman ; 

Mr. Huttner, Preceptor to Mailer Staunton ; 
Mr. Plumb, Interpreter. 

CommiJJioners fent ly the Eajl India Company to Can- 
ion ^ to ^ notify the intended Embajfy of Earl Ma- 
cartney. 

Meflrs. Jackfon, Irwine, and Brown. 

His Excellency's ServantSf confified of 
A Steward, and an under ditto, 
a Valets de Cliambre, 

A Cook, 
a Couriers, 

A Footman, 

A Baker, 

A Band of iix MuBcians, . 

A Carpenter and Joiner, 

A Saddler, 

A Gardener, 

A Taylor, 
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A Watch- 
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A Watd[\|naker, 

A Mathematical tuftrument-maker. 

Belonging to Sir G. Staunton : 

2 Servants, i» Gardener ; 

which, with Mr. Crewe’s Valet de Chambre, 
formed the whole of the domefticeflablifhmcnt, 
except three natives of China, who went out 
with us from England. 

The Military Bfinhlijl^ment^ or Guards^ confijled of 

20 Men of the Royal Artillery ; 
lo Ditto nth Light Dragoons;. 

20 Ditto drafted from the additional Companicj 
pf Infantry, at Chatham- 

The Ships zvhich were employed to take the EmhaJJy 
to ChinUf were 

The Lipn, of 64 guns. Sir Erafmus Gower, 
Commander ; 

* The Hindoftan Eaft Indiaman, Capt. William 
Mackintofh, Commander; and 
The Jackall brig for a tender, manned by of- 
ficers and iricn from the Lion. . 

Lift of the Officers on Board his Mafefifs Ship Lion^ 
Sir Erafmus Gower, Knight, Commander ; 

Mr. Campbell, ill Lieutenant ; 
lyir. Whitman, 2d ditto ; 

Mr. Atkins, 3d ditto ; 

Mr. Coxj 4th ditto-died at Chufan ; 

: b '•Mri 
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JJJl of the Officers on Board his hlajejhfs Ship Lion, 

Mr. Ommancy, adiiog Lieutenant \ 

Mr. Jack ton. Matter of the Lion ; 

Mr. Saunders, Matler’s-mate ; 

Mr. Tippett, ditto ; 

Mr. Sinics, ditto (difmifled from the fhip at 
.Batavia; ; 

Mr. Lowe, ditto ; 

Mr. Roper, ditto ; 

Mr. Warren, ditto (fon of Dr. Warren, Phy- 
lieian to his Majctl}’’, and the Prince of 
Wal(’.s) promoted to be acting Lieutenant ; 
Mr. Kent ; 

Mr. Chapman', (appointed Gunner, vice Corke, 
dcccafed.) 

Mtdffiipmen. 

Right Plon. Lord Mark Kerr, (fon of the Mar- 
quis Lothian), promoted to be adting Lieu- 
tenant, 

Hon. Wm. Stuart, (fon of the Earl Bute), 

Mr. Bromely, 

. Mr. Sw inbourne, 

Mr. Kelly, 

Mr. Dilkes, 

Mr. Trollope, 

Mr. Heywood, 

Mr. Hickey, 

Mr. Thompfon, 


Mr. 
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Ujl of the Officers on Board his Majejhfs Ship Lion. 

Mr, Waller, (died at Wampoa), 

Beaumont, (returned home from Angara 
Pdint, for the reeovery of ins health), 

Mr. Snipe, 

Mr. Wools, 

Mr. Montague, 

Mr. Cliamhcrs, 

Mr. Scott, 

Mr. Bridgeman,. 

Mr. Perkins, 

Mr. Sarradinc. 

Mr. Tothill, Purfer, (died at Cochin China) ; 
Mr. Weft, Captain’s Clerk ; 

Mr, Nutt, Surgeon ; 

Mr, Anderfon, Chief-mate ; ' 

Mr. Cooper, 2d ditto ; 

Mr, Thomas, 3d ditto ; 

Mr. Humphries,' Schoolmafter. 
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4 are 
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NARRATIVE OF A VQYAGE 

TO AND FROM 

CHINA 


CHAP. I. 

From England to Batavia. 

Every uccelTary arrangement having been 179a. 
‘h;ade, the Right Hon. Earl Macartney, with 
his whole fuite, went, from the Point at Portf- 
mouth, in feveral barges, on board the Lion 
man of war, then lying at Spithead. 

Hoifted in the launch — fired the fignal gun. Sunday *3. 
for all the officers and men on Ihore to repair on 
board. . . 

At eleven A. M. a fignal was made for the Turfday *3. 
Hindofian and Jackall to weigh : the Alfred • 
and Orion' of fevfenty-four guns weighed at thfe 
fame time ; and, at five o’clock in the after- 
noon, we took ptir final departure from Spit- 
head. 
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179*. Wc got into Torbay, where we found the 
Hannibal and Niger men of -war.^ Sir George 
Saturday Mr. Staunton, with Dr. Gillan, went 
nlhore, and penetrated into the country, as far 
as Dxeter; from whence they returned* the next 

» <iay V 

Sunday ya. A leak was repaired that had fprang in the* 
tide of the Lion. 

oiMm. We made- land at an early hour of this 

WedncC^ , ^ 

d^ 10. morning ; and at eiglH law the Deferter’s 
liland at the diflance of about four leagues ; 
and the ifland of Porto Santo at the diAance 
of about three leagues. Thefe iflands are 
AAijeft to the crown of Portugal, and'form a 
part of the Madeiras: the latter of them is 
chieAy appropriated as a place of exile for 
thofe who comnnt any petty depredations on 
the ifland of Madeira. It is about fifteen mile*: 
in circumference, and very mountainous : ' it 
contains no harbours; but has a large bay 
wherein Ihips may be tolerably fecure, except 
when the wind blows from the fouth-weA : it 
is frequented by Indiamen outward and home- 
ward bound. The ifland produces corn, but 
in no great quantity ; it has alfo paAurage for 
. cattle ; and its thickets furnifh flielter for wild 
boars. The inhabitants are few in num- 
ber, and fubjedt to the government of Ma- 
deira. TheDelert, or Delertcr’s, Ifland, is an 
inconfiderable barren rock, and ferves alfo as a 
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J)rifon for criminals, who are there obliged to ifgii 
pay the pfenance of their offences by various 
kinds of labour. - 

We arrived in Funchal Bay, in the ifland of ?hurf- 
Maheira, and anchored iii forty-four fathom 
water ; the town of Funchal being to the 
N. N. E. about a mile. 

After breakfaft, Lieutenant Campbell was Friday i*. 
fent on fhorc to tlie governor of the Madeiras, 
to notify the arrival of Lord Macartney : on • 
the return of that officer, the Lion faluted 
the garrifon with thirteen guns, and tbe com- 
pliment was immediately returned. The Bri- 
tifh Conful then came on board, attended by 
feveral Englifh gentlemen, among whom were 
the moft refpedtable merchants of the place, to 
pay their retpedts to theA-mbaffador, and to 
invite him afhore. 

His Lordfhip having accepted of the invita- 
tion, the Blip’s company were ordered to get 
themfelves clean drelfed in white jackets and 
trowfers as preparatory for manning the yards i 
and, as I publifh this Narrative, not merely • 
for the ufe of feamen, but for the entertain- 
ment, and, as I hope, for the information of 
thole who know nothing of maritiine life, I 
fhall endeavour to explain what is underftood 
by manning the yards ; a ceremonial never ob-^ 
ferved but on particular occaBons, as well as iii 
honour of dtflinguifhed characters, and has 
B 2 not 
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i'70** not only a vfeiry pfeculiar, but, in fome degree, 
a very beautiful effe A. The •fliip’s company 

^ beiug all equipped in their befl cloathing, the 
failors fland upright on' the yard-annS;y, as 
clofe to'sach other as the lituaiion will admit, 
with their hands clafped together, and their 
arms extended ; ropes being drawn acrots to 
prevent them from falling. In this curious man- 
ner the whole yards of the thip are filled with 
men up to the main-top-gallant royal. In this 
pofition the thip’s company remained, till Lord 
Macartney had landed on the illand. 

On this occafion. the malroffes were drawn 
up under arms on the larboard fide' of the qu 
ter-deck, and the marines on the ftarbo.u'’ 
fide, lining both fidcs of the deck, as far 
the accommodation ladder. The troops lalui cd 
his Lordfhip as he palled from the cabin, a ■ 
the band of mufic continued playing till he had 
left the fhip. Lord Macartney and Sir Eraf- 
mus Gower proceeded in one barge, and the 
gentlemen of the fuite followed in another. 
The Lion then fired a faliite of fifteen guns, 
which was anfvvered by an equal difeharge of 
artillery from the fort on Ihore. On this occa- 
fion every mark of mutual relpCcft was paid, 
while the Governor of Madeira, with the 
Britifti Conful and the principal inhabitants, 
WOTC ready at the landing-place to welcome, 
tlw Ambafiador on his arrival at the ifland. 

I went 
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I went on fljore this morning after breakfaft, 179*. 
with feveral'of the xnidfhipmen, and landed at oShIr 
Brazen-head rock. Oppofite to this landing ' 3 * 
place ftands a rock called the Loo, in which * 
there is a pretty ftrong I'ort, fuirounde^ with a 
rampart, mounted with teveral pieces of can- 
non, and gaiTifoued with foldicrs. This rock 
is in the form of a pillar, being very high, per- 
pendicular on all tides, and commands the bay s 
the only entrance to the fort is by a narrow 
flight of fleps hewn out of the rock, and pro- 
perly guarded. It is lituated about three quar- 
ters of a mile from the there, and in water of 
near forty fathom, fo that* there cam he no com- 
munication with the land but by means of 
boats. The landing-place of the itland is to 
the north-wetl of the I^o rock, and, from the 
vdepth of the fea, which, at the water’s edge, 

IS fifteen fathom, the violence of the furf and 
a rocky Ihorc, is extremely dangerous. Steps 
ai;e formed in the rock to afcend to the top of 
it, which communicate with the road to Fun- 
chal, the principal town of the iflahd. 

This road is very rough and narrow, being 
no more than four feet and a half in breadth, 
with a low wall on either fide. It firft leads to. 
an high afeent, on each fide of whicl^ are a 
few unenviable dwellings of the lower clafs of . 
inhabitants. On the fucceeding declivity is a 
* B 3 fmall 
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fmall church, ”111 the front of which there is aa 
altar and a crofs, fuppofed to poflefs fome 
healing powers of peculiar efficacy, as we faw 
feversd poor wretcheg afflidled with variou^dif- 
cafes, Ij^ng naked there, and expofing their 
bodies covered with fores and blotches. The 
church has fo little the appearance of any thing 
like a place dedicated to the worffiip of God, 
that, till I perceived the crofs, which was its 
diftinguifhing decoration, it appeared to me to 
be a barn or ftable ; at the fame time 1 was in- 
formed that the infide of it was very properly 
■fitted up and furniffied for the facred purpoie 
to which it is dedicated. Its fituation is beau- 
tiful beyond defeription : it Hands in a very 
elevated pofition, commands a very grand and 
extenfive view of the fea, with Porto Sanh 
and the Deferter’s Ifland; overlooking, atth^' 
fame time, the charming vineyards in its own 
immediate vicinity. Many delightful gardens 
are feen on either fide of the road, abounding 
in- delicious fruits ; and, to the north of it, the 
vineyards ftretch away to the extremity of the 
rock, which p'ofleffes a perpendicular height of 
feveral hundred feet above the fea. 

About half a mile beyond the church is the 
entrance into the town of Funchal, through a 
gate: from thence a mean, dirty, narrow fireet 
leads to a public walk difpofed ^n the form of a 

garden, 
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which has a principal alley or avenue in the *79** 
center, with, orange and other trees on either oa*^ 
fide of it, and lamps placed between them : 

, the whole is terminated by the cathedral church, « 
a lar^e Gothic building, which is fitted up in 
a very fuitablc manner for the purpOfes of that 
religion to which it is confecrated. 

I went after breakfafi to the houfe of theMoirfajrij, 
Britifli Conful, Which is in the vicinity of 
the cathedral; and faw Lord Macartney, at- 
tended by his whole Yuite, likewife accompanied 
by the Hon. Mr. Weft, brother to the Earl of De 
LaVvarr, drefled in the uniform of the embafly, 
walk in procellion to vilit the Goyernor of the 
ifland ; who received the AmbaiTador with 
every mark of attention and refpeft, and re- 
quefted his company to dinper on the ftiCcecd- 
ing day. His Lordthip then returned to the 
Conful’s in the fame order and formality. 

As in the afternoon of this day I completed 
my view of this place, I Ihall here finith my 
account of it. 

Madeira is extremely mountainpus, and pre- , 
fents a moft beautiful objeft from the bay. It 
lies between thirty-two and thirty-three degrees 
of north latitude, and between eighteen and 
nineteen degrees of weft longitude front Lon- 
don. Its length is feventy-five miles, and its ■ 
breadth thirty. In the center of the ibuthem 
• B 4 ' 'fide^ 
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1792. ifland, at a fmall diftance from the 

fea, and on the firlbrife of an amphitheatre of 
hills, is the town of Funchal. The population 
• of this place is very confiderable, and it con- 
tains feveral churches, as well.as monadcries of 
both fexes, of the dilFerent orders of the church 
of Rome ; the houfes are built of done, and 
- f • the greater part of them are covered with 
white plader, and generally roofed with tiles : 
the dreets are very narrow, ill paved, and dirty, 
having no foot-path for paflengers, with all the 
inconvenience arifing from unequal ground and 
continual declivity. Except in the refiderices 
of the Govornor, and the Britifh Conful, and 
the' houfes offomc principal merchants, glafsis' 
an article of very rare ufe. The houfes are, 
general, about thnee dories high, with latl _ 
windows, and balconies in the front, where , ' 
the female inhabitants are continually feen to 
amulc themfclves in obferving what happens in 
the dreets, or convferfing with thofc who are 
paffing along. There are neither courts, 

• tquares, or principal dreets in this town ; the 
whole place compoling a fccne of architect 
tural deformity. The cudom-houfe, which is 
on the fea dde, is furrounded by a rampart 
mounted with cannon, and contains barracks 
for foldiers. 

The town is about three miles in length, and 

' one 
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one in breadth. Its inhabitants confift of Par- 
tuguefe,' mulattocs, negroes, and a few Eng- 
lifli, who refide there for the purpofe of com- 
jnerce. The wine of this ifland, fo well known 
for itsVordial andpeeuliar qualities, is the great 
obje<5l of its trade, and the principal fource of 
its riches. The drefs of the poorer fort of peo- 
ple is a kind of cap, made of cloth, whieLthey 
wear inftead of a hat, a thort jacket, and 
clumfy trowfers, with a kind of boots of coarfe 
nndrelTed leather ; though many of the lower 
clafs are feen almoft naked, and manifeft no 
common appearance of dillrefs and mifery. The, 
religion is catholic, and the clergy. poflefs the 
lame power as in the mother country. The 
natives are of a veiy courteous difpofition,'and 
treat ftrangers with all the punctilios of politc- 
«.nefs and rcfpeCl. 

No carriages are kept in this ifland, but by 
the Governor and the Britifh Conful : the fub- 
flilute%Gr them, among the higher order of the 
inhabitants, .is a very fine filk net, of various 
colours, capable of containing a perfon to fit in 
it : it is borne by two men, by means of a long 
pole run through the four corners', which draws 
* tiic net clofe on each fide like a purle ; a filk 
curtain is then thrown over the pole, that en- 
tirely obfurcs the perfon who fits in this cufir 
ous vehicle, whid^ is tbi? elegant mode of con- 
veyance 
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179 *- v<^ance in vlfits of ceremony, and to the occa- 
lional cntertainttiertts of the places Thefe, how- 
ever, are always in private houfes, as there arc 
no theatres, or any places of public entertain- 
mentj except the public garden, where there 
are frequent exhibtions of the molt brilliant 
fire-works. 

There are very few horfes in this ifiand ; 
mules and oxen being principally employed 
both for draught and burden : nor is it eafy to 
conceive the fagacity and agility <rf thefe ani- 
mals in adapting their powers to the inequali- 
ties of this very mountainous country. 

The militar}' eltablilhmcnt of the Madeiras . 
is very limited, and does not confift of more 
than three hundied men. The native militia, 
however, are numerous, but they are never 
embodied, except in lime of darnger and alarm-. 
Thefe foldiers arc moft wretchedly eloathed ; the 
regimental confining of a very eoarfe bfae jac- 
ket, with a Veil and breeches of the fame ootour ; 
the whole bound with a eoarfe yellow worded 
lace, and enlivened with a red facing. They 
wear on their heads a kind of leathern helmet y 
but the artillery foldiers are difiinguiihed by 
hats : their arms and accoutrements are of the ' 
worft kind, and kept in the worft order : in ^ 
fhort, fuch w’as their appearance, that when 
feme o( our matrolTes and light horfemen were 

permitted 
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permitted to g(f on fliore, the inhabitants, from 179a. 
the fuperiority of their appeafance, coaid not 
be perfuaded but that they were officers in the 
Britiffi fervice. 

The town is defended towards the fea, from 
eaft to weft, by a ftrong wall, mounted with 
cannon, and a fort at either end. The climate 
of Madeira is well known for its falubrious in- 
fluence, as, excepting the month of January,, 
when there are frequent rains, accompanied 
with violent thunder, it teldom undergoes any 
change of feafon. Thofe who have money may 
nurchafe here, as in other places, allthe luxu- ■ 

,Mcs of life ; but they in general bear a very 
extravagant price; though the firft people live 
in a ftile of great plenty and elegance. Even 
the wine, which, as it is the» produce of the 
fpot, might natutally be fuppofed to be purcha- 
fed at a reafonable rate, could not be obtained 
by us for lefs than four ffiillings a bottle. This 
ifland, however, notwithftanding its moun- 
tainous ftate, muft be conftdered, altogether, 
as a very fertile colony ; and, as a pAurelque 
objeifr, nothing can exceed the roipantic and 
beautiful views it contains, and the delightful 
‘fpots ' that are covered with gardens and vine- 
yards. 

T.x>rd Macartn^, with the principad people<Tiwia>7 tfi, 
ef the ifland, were very handfomely entertained 

by 
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1 7^. hythe Biitifh ConfaJ, at dinner; ah^ in tlic 
ewning, Mr» Sc<ftt, an Englifli hierchant, gave 
% ball and fupper* in honour of his Lordihip,. 
' which wanted nothing, in point of efegant 
holpitality, that our country can afford. The 
Bnglith fervants alfb partook, of the attention 
paid to their Lord, and were entertained with 
the greateft plenty, and in the mod: agreeable 
manner, beneath the fame roof. 

We this morning paid a vilit to a convent 
of ladies, about three miles to the call of Fun- 
chal. It is a very handfome building, iituated 
pear the fummit of an hiil, aivd in the mldft of 
vineyards,* commanding a moft beautiful, vari- 
ous, and extenfivc profpedl ; comprehending 
the adjacent country covered with gardens, the 
town of Funchalj and an expanfive view of the 
ocean. — Here the nuns arc permitted to con-’ 
verle very freely w'ith ftraiigers, whom they 
compliment with toys, and other articles of 
their own manufacture. I faw among them 
tevcral very pretty wonaen ; who, as fir as I 
could judge by their manners, feemed to regret 
the lofs of that focicty for which they were 
formed, and lo ligh after a communication with 
the world,- which they were qualified to adorn. ' 

Having taken a particular view of = this . 
charming fpot, we proceeded to the country reli- 
dcnce of tlie Governor, where Lord Macart- 
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ncy and his foite had been invited to dinner. 179*. 
This entertainment confifted ofthree very fplcn- 
did courfes of fifty dithes: and at a certain part 
of it, Lord Macartney ptopofed to drink the 
s health o^ the King and the Royal Family, of 
England; which being notified by a fignal, the 
Lion, at that inftant, fired a royal talutc of 
twenty-one guns; and was immediately anfwcrcd 
by the fame number of guns from the fort. The 
Governor then obferved the fame ceremony rc- 
fpedting the Royal Family of Portugal, which 
was followed by the tame falutcs from the 
Portuguefc battery and Englifh men of war. 

/cry fine difplay of fire-works concluded 
e entertainment, which did equal honour to 
e diflinguilhed perfohs who gave and re- 
ceived it. 

. W;e returned on board, where we found 
feveral friars, 'whofe curiolity had led them to 
take a view of the Ihip ; where they were re- 
ceived with a kinmiets and holpitality which 
called forth tlie moft grateful expreffions ; and 
obtained from them, all they had to give, their 
repeated benedi<5tions. 

The entire forenoon of this day was employed 
in making prepartions for a breakfafi: in the 
ward-room, to which Lord Macartney had in*- 
• vitedj the Governor of the ifland, the British 
Conful, atul the jgrinoipai inhtibitants. This 

enter- 
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cntertainirient confilled of tea, coffee, an(i 
chocolate ; cold meats of *311 kinds, with fruits> 
jjellies, and variety of wines : , the whole being 
decorated . with ornamental confedlionaiy. 
About noon Lord Macamey returned on board , 
the.Lion, with the ufual formalities, and was 
foon followed by the Governor, with his at- 
tendants, in very elegant barges^ Tlie bithop 
of Funchal accompanied him on the occaliom 
The Britifh Conful arrived foon after theiiK 
The company then partook of the repaft, dur* 
ing which the healths of the royal families of 
England and Portugal were drank with be- 
coming ‘ceremony ; and, ha'sdny taken a view 
of the Ihip, they returned on Ihore. In the 
evening we weighed anchor, and quitted Ma- 
deira. • 

s«ur- At five in the afternoon we faw the extreme, 

iigr 20. ^ . . * 

points of Teneriffe ; at midnight we faw. the 
eaft; point of that ifiand ; and, early in the 
morning, fiood in for land. 

Sunday »t. We anchored in twenty-two fathom water 
in Santa Cruz bay ; where we found a French 
fngate, who had called here on her homeward 
bound paflage from the Weft-Indies ; but, in 
confctquence of the revolution in France, file 
was detained till the. pleafure of his Catholic 
Majefty ftiould be known, xefpcdling the part 
he intended to take with, the confederated 

, * powers* 
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powers, then at war with the national aflembly. 

The Governor being then at the Grand Canary oaoba. 
ifland, and the Commandant informing Lieu- 
'tenant Campbell that thcsre was not a fufiicient’ 
quantity of powder in the magazine to admit 
of a falute, that ceremonial was waved on the 
prefent occalion. 

The ifland of TenerifFe is one of the Canary 
iflands, and fubjedt to the King of Spain. It 
lies between twenty-eight and twenty-nine de- 
grees north latitude, and between feventeen and 
eighteen degrees weft longitude. It is about 
fifty miles in length, twenty-five in breadth, 
and one hundred and fifty in circUtnference. 
Though it is the fecond in point of precedence, 
it is the moft confiderable with refpedt to ex- 
tent, riches, and commerce.* The principal 
place in this ifland is the city of Laguna, and is 
. the refidence of the Governor ; but as we did 
not it, I fhall confine myfelf to the de^ 
fcription of Santa Cruz, before which fhe lay at 
anchor. 

This town lies on the north-eaft fide of the 
, ifland, and has an haven for ihipping ; the beft 
anchorage not being more than half a mile 
feom fhorcj and very deep, witli a rocky bot- 
tom. The ihore is bold and fleep, with the 
jpeak, which renders this ifland lb famous, ri- 
fing beyond it to the clouds. 


Santa 
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Santa Cruz is about three quarters of a mild 
in length, and half a mile , in breadth ; the 
houfes lare flrongly built of itone, and in the 
fame fafliion as thofe ©f Madeira. It has feve- 
ral neat churches, two of which being decorated 
with large, fquare, and lofty towers, add much 
to the ejfedl of the town from the bay. There 
is one pretty good ftreet, and not inconve- 
niently paved ; but the reft anfwer to no other 
charatfler than that of dirty lanes. Inhere are 
two forts at the eaftern and weltern end of 
the town which command the bay. There are 
but few troops in this or any of its fiftcr iflands, 
and they "are equally deficient in cloathing, 
equipment, and difciplinc. The militia is nu- 
merous, but never cml)odicd,- or called forth, 
except .on very 'particular emergencies. The 
town, though by no means large, is very po- 
pulous : ' the inhabitants are chiefly Spauith, 
and fuffer all the ditadvantages that arite from 


the proverbial pride and indolence of their 
character : for, notwithftanding the abundant 
fertility of this iftand, which yields the greateft 
plenty to the fmallcft exertions, the general 
appearance of the people betrays their poverty 
and wretchedneft. There is another fort to the 
weft of Sant^ Cruz, on a very elevated point, 
which appears to be built with great ftrength, 
and commands a part of the l^ay. 

The 
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The climajtie of this iflaM is v«rann, and, like if 9^. 
that of Madeira *' hot fubj«sft !to change. Dur- 
ing our ftay her^ the tlierhsQmeter flood in the 
fhadej/rom fevei^py to. eighty degrees, varying a 
little, on hoard t^e ihip. The GoveWior refides 
chiefly at the ifl^d diflinguillied by the name 
of the Grand Canary, about twelve or fifteen 
leagues diftant from Tenetiffe. 

Sir George and Mr. Staunton, with the DbCr • 
tors Gillan, Dinwiddie, and Not, Mefiicure 
Maxwell, Barrow, and Alexander^ together 
with Colonel Benton, liaving formed A plan to 
vilit the peak ; they let out at eight o’clock in 
the morning of this day from tHe hotel at 
Santa Cruz, with every proper aid and provi- 
lion to carry the delign into execution. The.- 
thermometer then -Hood ad Teventy-l'even • de- 
grees. They proceeded on mules, and under 
the diredlions of guides hired for the purpote, 
with little or no interruption, till they had ad- 
vancj^ about eight miles up the mountain, 
when the air. became fo cold,- that every one 
Vila glad to make fome addition to Ins cloath- 
it^i at the fame time the thermometer had 
^ f^en upwaids of twenty degrees. Here, the 
party added Ibme very neceftary refrelhment • 
to the change in thdr drefi, and then proceeded 
on thbir joutn^ till they mtived at the foot of . 
the peak^ vvhkih. intticely ^ roveied ;tvilh 
C ; lhow« 

92.4-9. 
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(how, lilt feet in ^epth ; but difficulties eVfei'y 
moment occurred to impede, jtheir progreis ; 
Sir George Staunton had beep* thrown from his 
mule at a moment of g<pat danger ; the^nimal 
on which Doctor Gillan rp'de?'^ bad fallen with 
him, and it was at. length .idetermined, from 
the awful appearance of the journey before 
them, the exhaujfted condition of the party, and 
the late hour of the evening, to pafs the night 
on the mountmn. A kind of rude pavilion, 
therefore, was formed by a fail, which, being 
lined with cloaks, and gr at coats, foon pro* 

• duced a comfortable apartm(mt. A fire was 
then kindled near the tent ; and after taking 
an hafiy fupper, every one laid himfelf down 
to repofe. 

At fix o’clock* in the morning, the arduous 
journey was renewed ; ’the thermometer being 
at that time coiifidcrably below the freezing 
point-^but, after infinite fatigue and confider- 
able hazard, it proved fruitlefs as to its princi- 
pal object; and about three o’clock in th» 
afternoon, the-difierent gentlemen of the party, 
;vffio had taken different ways to afeend the 
peak, were, at length, happily re-affembled at 
the place where the mules had been Aationed.'' 
It was, however, neceffary, as the difianca 
from Santa Cruz was at leafi; eleven or twelve 
to pais the night of tlus day, as we had 

paffed 
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jjaffcd the preceding one. On the following i> 9 *. 
morning the partv returne4 to Santa Ci^z, after 
a moft fatiguing l^xpedition of two days and two 
nights, in whichNcuriofity, at leaft, had re- 
ceived conliderahl^gratification. 

The peak of 'I'bneriffe is one of the higheft 
mountains in the world, and may be feen at 
the diftance of an hundred miles. It rifes in 
the center of the ifland, and takes its afeent 
from Santa Cruz and Oratavia, another princi- 
pal town of this ifland, in an oblique diredtion 
for near twenty miles J being furroundefl by a 
great number of inferior mountains. The 
lower parts towards Santa Cruz are covered 
with woods and vineyards ; its middle is clad in 
fnow, and the top difcmbogucs flames from a 
volcano, which the natives •call the Devil’s 
Cauldron. In travelling to the peak, the befl: 
way is on the fide of Oratavia, both as to the 
convenience of afeent, and the confequent di- 
minution of danger. In fome parts of the 
mountain there are hot, burning fands i iil 
other places there are fnow ; and to that fucceeds 
a flroOg fulphui'ous vapour. Thougli the top 
of the peak, from its great height,- appears to 
*finilh in a point, it contains a flat fiirface of at 
leaft an acre of ground. We iexpeiienoed three 
diftindt changes of cliinate in the courfe of out 
jouroey< In the firft -ftage of it the air is 
• C*» wanfi# 
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*79».* wttm, to that fticceeds intenfe cold, which Is 
followed by a volcanic heat.f The bottom is 
• continual fcrlility, the raiddlps fnow and frofl, • 
and the top is finoke an(i flaftifes: the whole pro- 
ducing the lucccllivc efFedi^ of a garden, an 
ice-houfe^ and a furnace* 

^friday *6. Soon after our return to Santa Cru2, a lignal 
was given for our going on board, which was 
obeyed with all ix)ffible expedition. On our 
return to the Ihip, we found fevcral young 
ladies, inhabitants of the iftand, who, having 
been educated in England, were naturally in- 
.duced to vilit a fhip belonging to a country to 
which they exprefled the warmeft acknow- 
ledgments. They were received with great 
politenefs by Lprd Macartney ; and the band 
of mulic was ordered to play during tlie whole 
of their very agreeable vifit. 

The French frigate, which wc have already 
mentioned as detained here, was, this day, re- 
leafcd from its embargo, and fet tail from the 
iiland. 

Aboi|f eleven o'clock at night the wind blew 
a very frefh gale, and the Hindoitan drifted fo 
faft. towards the fIior;e, that it was thoughi 
prudent, to let go her fheet anclior. But this 
precaution was not fufticient • to prevent the 
danger from becoming fo imminent, that Cap- 
tain Mackintofti fired a gun for affifiaHce fi*ora 

the 
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the Lion ; when Sir Erafmus Gower imme'di- 179*. 
ately ordered* off three boats, by whofe exer- 'Sibil 
tions the Hindoftan was difengaged from her 
unpleafant lituation ; when Ibe immediately 
put to fea, after having loft her anchors, from 
the nibbing of the cabjes againft the rocky 
bottom. 


At one in the morning wc weighed anchor, Saturaayaj. 
and took our leave of Santa Cruz. 

At three in the afternoon wc faw Mavo, one November. 

^ Friday 

of the Cape de Verd iftands, bearing W. S. W. 
at the diflanee of four or five leagues. We 
hove to, and hoifted oiit.the launch. At 
fcven, we fpoke to a Ihip from Topftiam, in 
Devoiiftiirc, which had been, out thirty-two 
days. At eight in the evening. Saint Jago, a 
town of the ifland of that name, bore north, 


half weft, fcven miles ; and, at three quarters 
after eleven, we came to in Port Praya bay. 

The thermometer at noon flood at eighty-two 
degrees. 

After jthe ufual falutes, feveral boats were em- Saturday 3. 
ployed in watering. The Seine was alfo hauled, 
and frefli .fifli ferved to the Ihip’s company. 

Lord Macartney went on fliore in a private Monday < 
•Planner ; and, after a ftiort ftay, returned to 
the Lion, 


This day arrived three French and one Ame-xuett 
rican South-fea whale fifiiermen. A canoe 


C 3 ' came 
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>79*» came along- fide the Lion, with grapes, cocoas 
nuts, and other fruits, for’ fale. This is the 
only kind of boat ufed in thefe ifiands, and 
nothing could exceed, in the exterior, appear- 
ance of wretchcdnefs, the owner of it. The 
thermometer Hood, this day, on fiiore, at 
ninety degrees, 

Wtjnef. &veral of the men belonging to the corps of 
artillery went on 'fhore to wafh and dry their 
linen ; when they returned extremely fcorched, 
and their legs covered with blotches, from 
fianding in the burning fands. Having given 
my linen to be wathed by a man of Praya, and 
being apprehenfive that I mjght fharp the fate 
of others, who had not found the natives of 
the country perfectly correA in their returns, 
I went in requeft pf 013^ wafherman ; when I 
was obliged to be content, not only with pay- 
ing an exorbitant price for what he had done 
very ill, but with the lofs of fevcral articles 
which he could not be, perfuaded to refiore, 
I, however, took this opportunity oT viewing 
the town of Praj^a; in which there is very 
little to excite curiofity, or encourage deferip- 
tion. 

Saint Jago is the largefl: of the Cape de Verd 
jflands, which lie between twenty-three and 
twenty-fix degrees of weft longitude, and be- 
tween fourteen and cightoen north latitude, 

It 
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It is very mountainous, and has much barren *79»* 
land on it ; oeverthelets, it js the molt fruitful 
and beft inhabited of them all— and is th.c reli- 
dencc of the Viceroy, or Governor. 

Praya is fituated on the eaft lide of the 
illaud, and is built on the top of a flat hill, 
about one hundred yards above the furface of 
the bay ; having a miferable fort on^ the wefl- 
ern fide, which, however, fuch as it is, com- 
mands the entrance into it. The Only landing 
place is oppofitc the Governor’s houlc, which 
is fituated in a confidcrable valley, formed by 
two large mountains. A very rugged and 
afeending path, of about a quarter of a mile, 
and taking an eaflerly direction, leads to an 
arched gate- way, which forms the entrance to 
the town ; a mean and miferable place, con- 
fifting of nothing \pore than one wide ftreet, 
about half a mile in length, formed of low 
houtes built of flone and mud, and lhaded with 
trees. The furniture of fuch as we could look 
into, was perfectly fuited to the exterior ap- 
pearance; confiding .of nothing more than 
planks, which anfwered the double p.urpote of 
feats and tables, while the teds were as humble 
as folitary ftraw could make them. There is 
but one fhop, and one public houfe in the 
town ; and the former is as deficient in point 
of commodities, as the otlier is incapable of 
« C 4 convenient 
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, (79*‘ ^vehlent itccbnuhodatibh. <bhurth, and 
jhwmlSr. the Goveirnor’i houfe, partakfc of* the general 
ai>pearance of the place. The natives arc ne- 
' groes, who fpeak the Portugueft language, with , 
ah interinixture of exiles, hanilhed from the 
Brazils and the Madeiras for capital offences. 
There is one convent in the ifland, and the 
whole is fubjec^l to the fpiritual juridli^lion of 
a Popifh bifhop. 

There appears to be great plenty of goats 
here; but the fcorching heat of the climate, 
and the conleqiient fcarcity of every kind of 
herbage, is not calculated to give them a very 
thriving appearance. 

■Praya hasi a good port, and is feldom without 
fhips; thofc' outward bound to Guinea or the 
Eail Indies, frojn Eiigliand, Holland, and 
France, frequently touching here for water and 
refrefhments. 

While we were rambling about this mifer- 
able place, we heard the lignal to repair on 
hoard ; and, Hafleiling to the fhbre, found a 
boat waiting to receive«us, and a crowd of the 
naked inhabitants ftanding there with their 
fruits for fale. At nooft we left Port Praya. 

Sundiy i8. . At eleven o'clock in the forenoon, we found .. 
ourfelves under the equator, where the bur- 
lefque* and ridiculous ceremonies frequently 
|llowed by the comlnnnding officers of fhips 

were 
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were completely obferved, by permilHon of Sir 179?. 
Erafmus Gower, to the great ^litertainmcnt of 
the fliip’s company. 

. At five o’clock in the afternoon, we came to necaniier. 
anchor in the Rio Janeiro harbour, in fifteen *’ 
fathom water. Palled by this afternoon into 
the harbour the Hero of London, a South-fea 
whaler, from the South feas, bound for Lon- 
don. A great many Ihips were at this time at 
anchor in the river, and, among the reft, was a 
Portuguefe Eaft Indiaman, homeward bound*} 
by whom it was intended to have fent letters 
to England, by way of Lifbon, bad not the 
arrival of the Hero afforded a more ready, as 
well as more fecure conveyance. • 

The. country offers from the river a moft de- 
lightful prolpedt, conlifting of a fine range of 
hills covered with wood ; wnofe intervening 
vallies are adorned with ftately villas, and pre- 
fent a fcene of elegance, richnefs, and beauty. 

The cutter was hoifted out, and the firft Sunday i; 
lieutenant difpatched on fhore, to acquaint the 
Viceroy with the arrival of the Ambaffador, 
and to demand the falute ; but as' that officer 
was at his country refidence, the ufual forma- 
Jities were neceffarily fufpend^. 

Id the morning of this ^y, the deputy vice* m«i% 
toy came, accompanied with guards and atten- 
dants, iit elegant barges, to wmt on Lord Ma- 

(artney: 
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179*. Cartncy, to know his intentions, and to acquaint 
him with the regulations to whidrall foreigners 
muft fubmit on landing at Rio Janeiro. But, 
his Lordthip having been for forae time afflided’ 
with the gout, and Bill remaining very much 
indilpofed, Sir George Staunton and Sir Eraf- 
mus Gower received the deputy viceroy, who-, 
after an introdudory conference, partook of a 
cold collation, and returned on ihore. 

I»efday4, The deputy viceroy, with his attendants, 
paid a fecond vifit to the fhip, and accompa- 
nied the general meflage of congratulation from 
the Viceroy to the Arnbaffador, on his arrival 
at the Bi^azils, with an invitation to accept of 
an^oufe for his relidcnce, during the time lie 
might find it neceffary to flay tljere. Thi& 
obliging propqfitipn was accepted by Lord 
Macartney ; and Sir George Staunton went on 
fhore to make the neceffary preparations for his 
reception, as foon as he Ihould be fufficicntly 
recovered to quit the fliip. 

Thurfday 6 . 7^6 Viccroy’s fccretary, attended by fcveral 
gentlemen, came on board the Lion to inquire 
when the Ambaffador would come on Ihore;. 
who was pleafed to appoint the following day 
at one o’clock, to make his entrance into tlw 
city of Rio Janeiro. 

Mday 7. At noon. Sir Erafmus Gower having been on 
Ihore to notify to tlie Viceroy that Lord Macart- 
ney 
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ney was ready to land, he returned to the Lioii 
in order to oondudt him ; and \hey foon arrived 
with all the ceremonials fuited to the occation. 
Tlie landing-place, which is hnmediately op- 
polite to the Viceroy’s palace, was lined oi;» 
each fide by a regiment of horfe, and the Vice- 
roy’s body-guards. The Viceroy hirafelf was 
alfo there with his ofiicial attendants, and the 
firfi perfons of the city, to receive the Ambaf- 
tklor, who was conduced along the line, andEt 
difiinguifhcd by every military honour. The 
ceremony had altogether a very grand appear- 
ance, and a prodigious crowd of people had 
aflembled to be fpedtators of it.. The company 
then proceeded to the palace of the Viceroy, when 
they pafled through a )arge hall lined with fol- 
diers under arms, and enlivened by the found 
of martial mufic, to the ftate apartments. Here 
they remained for fome time, when Lord Ma- 
cartney and Sir George Staunton were con- 
ducted to the Viceroy’s ftate coach ; Sir Eraf- 
mus Gower and Capt. Mackintofh w^ placed 
in a fecond ; and the whole Britifh fuite being 
accommodated with carriages, the cavalcade 
fet offi efcorted by a troop of light cavalry, to 
’ the houfc appointed for Lord Macartney’s re** 
ceptiop, which is about two miles froin the 
city : the Ambafiador receiving, as he palTed, 
gvery honour due to the high character with , 
4 which 
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i79». which he was inveftcd. A captain’s jguatd, 
appointed by the Viceroy, was alfo drawn up 
in the front of the houte, who ireceiy^ the 
Britilh vifitors with colours flying, and malic • 
playing, and every military diliindtion. Thus 
boncluded' the ceremony of the Arobafladot’? 
reception at Rio Janeiro. 

It would not only be tedious, but altogether 
unncceflkry, to mention the common daily oc- 
currences during pur flay- at the Brazils.; I 
fell, therefore, confine myfclf altogether to 
iuch circumftances, as from their novelty and 
importance may intcrefl thp mind, and reward, 
in fome degree, the attention of the reader. 

Monday w. Macartney, with his whole fuite, paid 

a vilit of ceremony to the Viceroy, and was 
received with eycry mark of attention and re- 
fpeeft. The gentlemen who attended on the 
occafion afterwards dined with his Lprdlhip, 
^nd in the evening vililed the public garden 
of the place. This garden is about half a mile 
in length, and half that fpace in breadth ; it is 
furrounded by a flrong high wall, and guarded 
pt the entrance by a party of foldiers. The in-t 
terior difpofttipn cqnfifts of large gtafs-plots 
and gravel walks, agreeably fhaded with trees^ 
and perfumed with flowers. In the center is a 
large bafon of water, and a great number of 
, lamps are plaped between the trees, • on each 

flde 
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fide of the walks, for the purppfe of iiluromsi- i j^u 
tion. At one end of the garden is a large 
' building for balls and muiic ; but, as the fca- 
fon of amufement at this place was pafled when 
wc were there, we muft be content with giving 
a dcfcription of the fpot, without fp^king of 
the diverfions to which, at certain fekfons of 
the year, it- is applied, as we doubt not, to the 
recreation of the inhabitants. 

All poffible preparation was made in the long Twfaay n, 
gallery and great room of Lord Macartney’s 
houfe to receive the Viceroy, who had given 
notice of his intention to return the AmbalTa- 
dor’s vifit in the morning of this day. At ten 
o’clock, Sir Erafmus Gower, with the officers 
from the Lion, drelTcd in their belt uniforms, 
as well as Capt. Mackintolh, with tile officers 
of the Hindollan, came on IhPre to attend the 
ceremony. 

At eleven, the Vioeroy’s departure from his 
• palace was announced by a difeharge of artil- 
lery from the garrifon ; when the guard, ap- 
pointed by the Viceroy to attend the Britilh 
Ambailador, immediately paraded in ' front bf 
^he houfe; and, in about half an hour, the 
Viceroy arrived in grand proceffion, preceded 
and follow^ , . by a fqutidron of horfe, and at- 
tended by all the prlndpal officers and peiibhs 
of difrih^tibn in the c%. His Excelleiicy was 
. 3 ’ receive4 
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received at the door of tiie hoafe by Lord 
cartney, and conduced to a fo/a at the upper' 
end of" the beft apartment. Sir George Staun* 
ton then prefented all the gentlemen attached 
to the embafly, according to their refpeeSlive' 
tanks, to the Viceroy ; who, after partaking of 
« very elegant repaft prepared for him and his 
company, returned in the iiime form, and with 
the &me ceremonies, as ditlinguifhed his ar- 
rival. 

Thedrets of the Viceroy was of tcarlet cloth> 
very much enriched with gold, embroidery, 
and precious ftones; his attendants wore a Iplen- 
did livety of green and gold, and he had feverat 
black running footmen, who were drclicd in 
fancy uniforms, with large turbans on their 
heads, and long fabres by their tides. 

Wtdnef. This morning, at an early hour. Sir George 
’ and Mr. Staunton, accompanied by Mr. Bar- 
row and a Portuguete gentleman, fet off on a 
ihort excurdon into the country. At the fame ^ 
time, I took an opportunity of viliting the 
place, of which I thall now proceed to give 
filch a delbription, as my capacity for obferva- 
tion will enable me. 

This city, which is by tome called Saint Se- 
battian, and by others, RioJaneii;D, Hands on 
the weft fide of the harbour of the latter name, 
in a low fituatidn, and almoft furrounded by 

* hills. 
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hills, which, by retarding the circulatidn of the 179** 
air, renders the place very unfalutary to Euro- 
pean conllitutions. Its extent is very conlxder- 
able, being, from eaft to weft, about four miles 
in length, and, from north to fouth, about two 
miles in breadth. The flreets, for there arc 
no fquares, are very regular and uniform, iu- 
terfcfting each other at right angles : they are 
well paved, abound in fhops of every kind, and 
arc compofcd of lioufes equally Well built, and 
adapted to the climate. In the center of the 
city, and oppofitc to the beach, ftands the pa- 
lace of the Viceroy : it is a large, long, and 
narrow building, without any attraflion from 
its exterior appearance, but contains within a 
fucceflion of fpacioiis and noble apartments. It 
r onfifts only of two ftories; the lower one being 
appropriated to the domeflics and menial offi- 
cers, and the upper range of building contain- 
ing the apartments of the Viceroy : it is built of 
rough ftonc, plaftered with lime, and covered 
with pantiles. The Viceroy’s chapel is a heat 
edifice, near the palace, but detached from it. 

The lireets are not only fpacious and conveni- 
ent, but remarkable for their cleanlinefs'; many 
oT fhera containing ranges of fhops and ware- 
houfes that would do credit to the cities of Eur 
rope. There is a cuftom here, which appears 
to be worthy of imitation in all plac» of conli- 

derable 
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derable trade aiid commerce „tliat all peribns 
^cce^. oF the fame profeflion otoipy the lame ftreet or 
diftrii^t ; and a deviation from this rule is very; 
rareily known in this city. Of the population 
of this place, I could not proaire any accurate 
information, but from its extent, andthege-' 
lieral obfervations I was enabled to make, it 
may, I think, be confidered, without exagge- 
ration, as amounting to two hundred thoufand 
fouls. The people, who are Roman CathoJics, 
are very much attached to the ceremonials of 
their religion, which they obferve with extreme 
fuperftition. The churches arc very numerous, 
and fitfed up with oftentalious finery. On the 
fellivals of their pafrons thefe edifices are richly 
adorned, and beautifully illuminated. Some 
'of them we taw lighted up with fo much Iplen- 
dor, as to offer a very ftriking tpeiJlacle, and * 
to bear the appearance rather of a. public re- 
joicing, than a partial aft of parochial devo- 
tion. Near the middle of the city, and on a 
commanding eminence, there is a public ob- 
fervatory furnithed with an aftronomicaj appa- 
ratus. ' 

inhabitants are very pftentatious in Aeir 
drdfs^ and every rank of pebple is in the habit 
of conjlidering fWords as effential to public ap- 
pearance ; even children are not confidered as 
»cmpt from this omametjtal weapon. The 

drefs 
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flrcfs of the ladies bears a near fcfemblance to 
that of European women, ekdept in the deco- 
ration of the head. Their hair is fmoothed 
back in the front, and adorned with artificial 
flowers, beads, and feathers, fantaflically ar- 
ranged; behindj it falls down in a variety of 
plaited trefles, intermixed with ribands of va- 
rious colours, each trefs tertninating in a rofe 
made of riband, 'they alfo wear a large man- 
tle of fiJk,_ hanging loofely behind in the fotiii 
of a train, which is borne by one fervant, while 
another holds an umbrella to fhade the face of 
his miftrefs from the fun. ' 'The females of 
Brazil arc generally of a pale complexion, but 
have a certain delicacy of feature which renders 
them very pleafihg objedls ; and the affability 
of their mamiers heightens the agreeablcnefs of 
their perfonal attractions. 

The trade of tljls place is very confiderable, 
and the fburcc of great wealth to the inha- 
bitants, ^s well as to the mother country. The 
various articles which arc exported from hence, 
are the fame as thofe produced in other parts 
of the Portuguefe fettlements in Brazil. The 
wharfs are very large and peculiarly commo- 
dious ; and we were very much amufed on ob- 
ferving the dexterity with which the Haves 
loaded, and unloaded the barges that lay along 
fide them. The riw, of which great quanti- 
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tics appeared to ,bc exported from this fetttc- 
merit, was all contained iii uhdreircd btillodk’s 
hides. '■ 

■ At a fmall ditlance from the city, on the weft 
tide of it, is a large convent, but more remar- 
kable for ftrength than elegance. It is built 
found fcvcral quadrangular courts, paved with 
large flat ftones, furrounded by piazzas, and 
kept in a ftate of perfect cleanlinefs. It is di- 
vided into two parts, containing a great num- 
ber of apartments which are diftindtly, appro- 
priated to a religious community of cither fex. 

The perfons, who compofed Lord Macart- 
ney's flute were indulged with the permiflion to 
vilit this convent, and the nuns took oppor- 
tunities to throw out to them a variety of little 
elegant toys of their own fabric. Nor liad even 
their confiqed and devoted fltuation prevented 
them from knowing. the art of manufacturing 
another kind of article, called hiUets doux, 
which they contrived to have convc)'ed to fome 
of the Englifli vifltors. They even applied to 
Lord Macartney, by the director of the convent, 
for the ufc of his band of mufic, which accord- 
ingly performed at feveral morning concerts,^ 
w'ithin thefc facred walls. There is alfo a very 
fpacious garden, witere tile religious ladies are' 
allowed to enjoy flich recreation as they can 
find in a place, furrounded wUh walls of at icaft 

forty 
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forty feet in height ; which, as if they did not »79** 
formafufficientfecnrity, arc conftantly guarded 
on the outlide by a party of foldiers. 

On the north-weft fide of the town there is a 
ftupendous aquedueft, which is an objedt of un- 
common curiofity. It is in the form of a bridge, 
contains eighty arches, and in fome parts -is* 
at Jeaft, one liundred and fifty feet in height ; 
and is feen, in fome points of view, with pecu- 
liar effedt, rifing gradually above the loftieff 
buildings of the city^ This itdmehffe chain of 
arches ftrctches acrofs a valley, and unites the 
hills that form it. The objedt for which it was 
eredted is completely anfweredj as'it conveys 
water from perennial Iprings, at the diftance of 
five miles, into the town, where, by means, of 
leaden pipes, it is condudted to a .large and 
elegant refervoir at the beach, oppofite to the 
Viceroy’s palace. This water is of the beft 
quality, and is withal fo very abqndant, as not 
only to afFoi'd an adequate fupply for all the 
Wants of the inhabitants, but to furnifti the 
ftiips that come into the harbour with this 
neceflary element. 

The military eftablifliment at Rio Janeiro is 
on a very relpedtable footing. The foldiers arc 
not only well cloathed and difciplincd, but are 
allowed to enjoy all the privileges of citizens. 

It feems to be a.{>olicy of thj Portuguefe go- 
D 2 * vernment. 
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1791. vernittint, and a yery wife one it is, to ten- 
def the iituation of the foldiery in their Ame- 
rican fettlements, not only comfortable in it- 
lelf, and relpcdlable in its character, but, in 
fome degree, as I Ihould imagine, the fource of 
pecuniary advantage. Thus the loyalty and 
zeal of the foldiers are happily fecured in a 
iituation fo important from its value, and where 
vigilance and fidelity, in thofe who guard it, 
become more neceflary in proportion to its re- 
motenefs from the mother country. Whether 
it is that their pay is proportionably advanced 
in the fervice of thefe fettlements, or that they 
are^allovved any diftinA advantages, 1 cannot 
tell ; but they certainly appear to be in a Hate 
of comparative affluence, which no other fol- 
diery that 1 have either feen or lieard of can be 
fuppofed to pofiefs. The number of troops in 
Rio Janeiro, including cavalry and infantry', 
amount to twenty thoufand men ; and the mi- 
litia are, at lead, double that number. At the 
fame time, the place is admirably fortified both 
by art and nature. It is fituated about two miles 
from the mouth of the bay, and is defended by 
nine ftrong forts, well fupplied with artillery, 
and fufficient garrifons. There arc alfo two 
fmall ifiands in the middle of the bay, one at 
the entrance, called Santa Cruz -Fort, and 
another at a ihoft diilance, «vhich Hill add 

to 
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to the ftrength of tlie iituation, and the diffi-’ 179*. 
culty of attacking it with advantage. 

Sir George Staunton fct off with a party on Saturday 15. 
an excurlion to the Sugar Loaf Hill, a very 
high rock, fituated on the left fide of the en- 
trance to the harbour; and at five o’clock in 
the afternoon. Lord Macartney, who was flill 
very nfiuch indifpofed, aceompanied by Sir Eraf- 
mus Gower, returned, ip a private manner, on 
board the Lion. 

AH the baggage being put into catts to he- 
carried to the beach, the officers who com- 
manded the guard at the houfe where Lord 
Macartney had refided, ordered a p^rty of fbl- 
diers to attend caeh cart, till the whole of their 
eargoes was depofited on board the boats which, 
were in waiting to receive them. During my 
attendance on this duty, I had an opportunity 
of feeing the Viceroy return in great flate fronx 
the church, where he had been to attend fome 
particular ceremonial of his religion. 

At half pall: ten in the morning wc weighed 
anchor, and worked down to Santa Cruz Fort, 
and came to, fuon after, in. fifteen fathom water;. 

The next day we ran out of the harbour, and' 

. took our leave of Rio. Janeiro. 

Nothing occurred for fome time, which 
quires particular notice ; not even that change 
of weather which would Juftify a circumflan- 

D3 hskl 



( 38 ) 

*79*' tial account of it. The weather was, in ge- 
December. Dcral, moderate light airs, .frefti Breezes, with 
occafional hazinefs and drizly rain, which would, 
include every defeription of it during the re- 
mainder of the year 1792* It may not, how- 
ever, be thought altogether improper in me to, 
mention, that, though fo fer removed from our. 
friends and native clime, with fuch a wafle of 
water around us, and fo long a trad of ocean 
Tuetday 15. bgiTore US, the feftival of Chrilhuas-day was 
not forgotten, and that its focial diftindions 
were pradiled and enjoyed in the little world 
that bore us along, 

Monday yt. About tfco in thc moming we faw the ifland 
of Triftan de Cunha. It is barren, uninhabited, 
and ahnoft an inacceflible ifland, lituated in the. 
heart of the fouthern ocean, in thirty-feven 
deg. feven min. and thirty Ice. fouth latitude, 
and about forty-five deg. eaft longitude. Wheri 
we firft obferved this mountain rifing above the 
clouds, it appeared to be as high as the peak of 
Teneriffe, It is a natural place of refort to pro- 
digious numbers of wild birds ; while the fur- , 
rounding fea is the habitation of whales, fea- 
lions, and other monfters of the deep. Lieu- 
tenant Whitman, who was fent on ftiorc in thc. * 
cutter, to found for anchorage, gave a very fa- 
vourable report of the beach, as well as of a 
run of water which ilTued from a cliff, and, 

flowing 
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flowiyg acrofs tHe fhore, difdliarged itfelf into, ,793^ 
the fea. . 

• January* . 

Mr. Whitman, on this occalion, fhot a fca- 
]ion and an albatrofs ; the latter of which he 
brought on board. It meafured nine feet from 
the bill to the extremity of the tail, but weighed 
no more than three pounds an an half. 

In confcquence of this information, .Sir Eraf-r 
mus Gower propoted to fend a watering party 
on there the next morning ; while Sir George 
Staunton fuggctlcd an cxeurtiun thither' at the 
fame time, to tee what this itland offered to hisi 
obfervation in any braneh of natural hiftory. 

For this purpofe, a certain nuraber of artillery-^ 
men were ordered to be in rcadiners by three 
o’clock in the morning, and to be properly 
equipped for the expedition againft the amphi- 
bious montlers of the fliore*. At midnight, Tuerd«y 
however, a very heavy gale catne on, which 
eaufed the thip to ftai’t her anchor, and our 
lituation became very nlarming ; for if the 
wind, which blew directly on the rock, had not 
changed, we muff inevitably have periffied. 

This uncxpe<!iled alteration in the weather fruf- 
trated the dciigns which had l^en formed of 
obtaining further information relative to thi& . 
curious place. 

The weather continued to be moderate, with Su«d»jr 10. 
iightairs, and freth bree^^es, till this day; whpn 
P 4 there 
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t793* came on an heavy gale of wind, which 
occafioned (uch a rolling of the fhip, as to 
interfere with thofe enjoyments that make fea- 
naen forget the inponveniencies of their fitua- 
tipn. 

TueWay ti. The moderate weather returned, with all the. 
comforts that ufually attend it. 

Rkruary. Ahouffour o’clock in the morning faw land, 

»• jjgarjjjg £_ fuppofed to be ten leagues 

diHant ; which, in about four hours, was dif- 
covered to be the ifland of Amfterdam, lituate 
in the Indian ocean, and lying in latitude thirty 
deg. forty-three min. ibuth, and feventy-feven 
deg, twen^ niin. eaft longitude. As wc ap- 
proached the ifland, we could plainly difeover 
three men on the fhore: in confcquence of 
which the enlign was immediately hoifted. 
We here law a groat number of water fnakes, 
^nd a prodi^ous quantity of filh rpfembling 
cod, and weighing, in general, from three to 
eight pounds. At nopii the yawl was hoifted 
out, and the mailer ibnt to fbund for anchorage. 
In cpnfequence of thi§ information we hove to, 
an4 anchored with thp, bpfi bovyer, in twenty- 
eight fathom waten, on the eaft fide of the 
idand. The mailer alfo gave an account that ' 
there were five men on the ifland, who had 
come from the Ille de France, for the puipofe 
of killing feals, with which this ptaep abounds. 

Sk 
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Sir George an 4 Mr. Staunton, with feveral 1793. 
other gentlemen, accompaniodbyaparty ofar- 
tillcry foldiers, prop^ly armed, went on Ihore, 
and made great deflruAion among the natives of 
the place ; fuch as teals, penguins, albatrolies, 

&c. • Great quantities of fitli were alfo caught 
here, and faltecl, for tlie fervice of the thip. 

On tb.e north-eatl: end of the ifland, nearly 
oppofitc to where tlie Lion lay at anchor, there 
is a very commodious bafon, about a mile in dia- 
meter, and furrounded by inacceffible and per- 
pendicular rocks ; at the entrance of which, on 
the north^weft corner, (lands a lofty infulatexl 
rock, which bears the formof alugar-loaf. This 
bafon might, at a fmall expenfc, be made a place 
of fafe retreat for Ihips pf any burthen ; as it con- 
tains, in many parts, thirteen fathom water, 
and polTefles an excellent landing place. We 
here caught great quantities of fifh which retem- 
ble our lobtler, both in fhape and lize, but are 
of a very fuperior flavour.’ We alfo obferved 
great numbers of lharks all round the ifland ; 
which is . the naore extraordinary, as the thark 
is feldom feen in thefe latitudes. 

On our landing, we were met by the five 
feal-hunters, whom we have already mention- 
ed ; who, with great civility, conducted us to 
an hut at a fmall diflance from the beach. 

They werenatives of France and America, who 

had 
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had made a commercial «ngag«mont to come 
vcMuary. and .tefidc in this ifland for the fpaco of 
eighteen months, in order te kill foals, whofe, 
Ikins are told tg, very great advantage to (hips ' 
which touch at the I tie of France. At this, 
time they had only been fix months in thciy 
pretent fituatioO, when, according to their ac- 
• count, they had already killed eight thonfand 
teals. 

At a finall diflance from their hut, thefe men 
had, with much labour, and no fmall hazard, 
formed a path, by which they contrived to get 

over a mountain to kill feals on the other fido 

\ 

of the itland. On atcending this path, we 
came to a fmall fpring, whofe water is equal to 
boiling heat ; and fome fith which wc put into 
it, were as pcrfedtly drctlcd in fix minutes, as 
if they bad been dretfed on board the thip. 
It thould be alfo obferved, that while we were 
attending on this procets, Vfe diflin6lly heard 
the fame kind of bubbling found as proceeds 
from water boiling in a velfel over the fire. 
On the top of the mountain there is a volcano, 
from whence a fubfiance iflues, which thcfc. 
men reprefented as bearing the appearance, and. 
pofTelfing the qualities of falt-petre-i 
This ifland is about eight miles in length, 
and fix in breadth; in fome parts it is alto- 
gether flat, particularly to the weft, and gra-, 
a dually- 
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dually rifes to the very high land in the center 1793, 
pf it. It is a very barren fpot* bearing neither 
tree nor thrub, and whofe only produce is a 
kind of coarfe, tufted grafs, with very thick 
ilalks. Every thing in this ifland bears the 
mark of having undergone the aAion of fire. 

The earth, and even the rocks and Hones, on 
approaching the volcano, were fo hot as to 
fcorch our fkin, to burn our fhoes, and blifler 
pur feet. We were condwtjted about this defq- 
late place by the five feal-Jmnters ; whofe care 
and kind attentions preferved us not only from 
inconvenience, but danger, which it would have 
been iropoffiblc for us to have avoided, if wc 
had not been fubje6l to their diredtion. 

The Volcanic mopntain is about three miles 
in its afcent, which is very fteep and rugged ; 
and in its afcent, as well as defeent, attended 
with continual difficulties. In fhort, we had 
met with fo many obftacles both in going up 
and coming down it, that two fignal guns had 
been fired from the Lion, which, with the Hin- 
doftan, were both under weigh, when we reach- • 
ed the Ihore ; where, after an interval of no 
common alarm and apprehenfion, we found a 
•boat that conveyed us on-board. The night 
being dark, we faw the flames of the volcano 
burfting forth in fix different places, at a con- 

iiderable 
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iiderable diAance from each other, which fonrio 
^aaiury. cd E grand and affc<^iing fpe<Slaclc. 

It may here be proper’ to remark, that the 
thermometer, which, on board, flood at fifty-* 
five degrees, rofe on the ifland to teventy-fourj 
and, towards the top of the mountain, tofeven- 
ty-feven degrees and an lialf : a cireumflance 
which iQufl: be attributed to the heat of the 
volcano. 

Ftidiy 15. xij.jg morning, at three o’clock, a very large 
meteor, or fire-ball, rofe from the irorth-north- 
wefi, and continued in view for fome minutes, 
paflling off, without any cxplofion, to the fouth- 
fouth-eafl. It threw a kind of blue light over 
the fails and deck ; but the illumination was fo 
' flrong, that the moil; trifiiiig objeeb could be 
diitinguilhed. 

>i*rchi8. At ' eight o’clock in the morning we difco- 
vered the Trial rocks, about a league to the 
windward ; the fea. beating over them to an 
immenle height. Thefe rocks are not vifible, 
as they do' not rife above the furface of the 
water, nor are they much beneath it. • They 
are fituated in the Indian ocea^i, in about one 
hundred and fix degrees of eafi; longitude, and 
twenty-five or twenty-fi :5 degrees pf fpiith lac, 
titude. 

thurf- In proceeding up the firaits of Sunda we faw; 
^ **■ the Hindollan lying at anchor, near the north 

illaDkcl 
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iiland. In the afternoon a Dutch prow cattie . 1793.- 
along tide the Lion, laden witli turtle, poultry,* 
and fruit, for talc. The owner of the prow 
was a Dutchman ; but thofe that rowed it were 
Malays, and fome of tliem females. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon we came to 
in Batavia road, in five fathom water: the 
careening itland- bearing weft-north-weft. We 
were faluted by all the Englifti ihip^ in the 
road, and one French vefl’el. At fun rife wc 
tainted the Dutch garrifon with thirteen guns, 
which were returned : at feven we returned the 
falutcs of all the thips; and at eight received 
the members of the Dutch council with the 
fame honours. Thofe gentlemen compofed a 
deputation from the Governor-General of Ba-* 
tavia, to invite Lord Macartney on fhorc, and 
to know on what day and hour he would be 
pleafed to land. His Lordftiip, accordingly,, 
ftxed on Friday, the 8th inft. at nine o’clock 
in the morning, it being the annivorfary of the 
birth-day of his Serene Highnefs the Prince of 
Orange. 

At ftx o’clock in the morning, a falute of tnday s. 
tjtrenty-one lower-deck guns was fired, in 
honour of his Serene Highjoefs : and, at the 
time appointed, the AmbalTador, attended by ' 
his whole fuite, went on fhore with the ufaal 
formalities. 


In 
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in a ihort time after Lord Macartney liad 
knitted the fliip, a Dutch' officer of diflinAion^ 
with feveral ladies and gentlemen, came on 
hoard the Lion, from Batavia, to take a view of 
her. They were received with ^ all poffiblc 
politenefs by Lieutenant Campbell, and aip- 
peared to be much I'atisficd with their reception. 
A very fine young Englilh lady was one of the 
party, and enhanced the honour of the vifit. 

In the afternoon I went on Ihore in the 
launch, having charge of the baggage belong- 
ing to the fuite, which was, with feme difficulty) 
rowed up the canal, and fafely landed before 
the door of the royal Batavian hotel, where the 
packages were diltributed in the apartments of 
the gentlemen to whom they refpe^tivcly be^ 
longed. The Ambaflador, with Sir George 
and Mr. Staunton, were received at the houfe 
of Mr. Wiggermanj one of the members of the 
fupreme count^il. 

At fix o’clock Lord Macartney went in form 
to an entertainment at the Governor-Generar* 
country refidence, at which the principal per- 
Ibns of both fexes in Batavia were prefent. 
The whole concluded with a ma^ificent fup;- 
per and ball, which.lafted to a very late hour 
of the following morning, 
to. 'While I was at brodifafi; this morning, my 
ears were afiTai^d by the moft dreadful Ihrieks 

I ever 
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I ever heard ; afad, on making the inquiry 
which humanity fuggefted, I difeovered tiiat 
thefe horrid founds proceeded from a Malay 
flave, whom the mafter of the hotel had or- 
dered to be puniflicd for fome omilHon of his 
duty. This poor wretch, who was il|)wards of 
feventy years of age, appeared Handing in a 
back court, while two other flaves were feourg- 
ing him in the moil unrelenting manner with 
fmall cancs. This horrid punifliment they con- 
tinued for thirty-five minutes, till the back and 
hips of this vidlim to feverity exhibited one la- 
cerated furfacc, from whence the blood trickled 
down on the pavement. The mafter then com- 
manded the corredling flaves to give over their 
•tormenting office, and fent the fmarting cul- 
prit, as he was, and without any application 
whatever to his wounds, to continue the labo- 
rious duties of las ftation. On femonftrating 
with the mafter of the hotel, for this cruel and 
barbarous treatment of his fervant — ;he an- 
-fwefed, that the Malays were fo extremely 
wicked, that neither tlie houfe, nor any oncin 
it. Would be fafe for a moment, if they were not 
kept in a ftate of continued terro^ by' the moft 
rigid and exemplary puniihment. But this was 
not all ; for another adi of necelT^ry feverity, as it 
was' reprefented to me, though of a different 

kind, 
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1793* kind, imthcdial^ly fucceeded. . Two flavcs, lii 
carrying off the brcakfift equipage from our 
table, contfived.between them to break a plate ; 
for which offence, as it could not be precifely 
fixed upon either, they were botli ordered to 
fuffer. They wefCj accordingly, each of them 
furniflied with canes, and compelled lo beat 
each other ; which they did w'ith reciprocal Ic- 
verity ; as two other flaves flood by with bam* 
boos, to correct any appearance of lenity in 
them. 

Notwitliftanding the extreme heat of the 
wcathe^ I was impatient to take a view of the 
city ; and the refult of my obfervations I now 
pretent to the reader. 

The city of Batavia is fituated in the ifland of 
Java, and is the capital of all the Dutch fet- 
tlements and colonies in the Eafl: Indies. It 
lies in one hundred and four degrees of eafl lon- 
gitude, and fix degrees of fouth latitude ; and 
from its fituation between the Equator and the 
Tropic of Capricorn, the climate is infupport- 
ably hot. 

The city is built in a fquare form, and fur- 
rounded with a tirong wall, about thirty feet 
high. There are four gates, one iii each angle, 
with a fort, battery, and barracks for foldiers 
at each gate. The forts are mounted with ar- 
tillery, garrifuocd with troops, and furrounded 

with 
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with ditches, over which draw-bridges are let 1793- 
down during the day ; but after nine o’clock 
at night there is no pafliigc over them without 
a ligned order from the Governor-General. 

The flreets of the city are broad, handfomely 
built, and well payed ; and in the center of 
ctery principal ftrcet there is a canal of about 
fixty feet broad ; fo that there is no communi- 
cation between the two fidcs of the fame firect 
but by bridges, of which their arc gi'eat num- 
bers thrown over the water at no great diftance 
each other. The houfes arc, in general, 
three florics high ; and each llory very lofty, 

on account of the exceflive heat of the climate. 

• ■* 

They are all built according to one general de- 
fign, and poffefs a certain degree of grandeur, 
both in their external and interior appearance. 

The lower ftory of the houfes is built of ftonc, 
covered with marble ; and the upper part is 
compofed of a fine red brick ; the wdndovvs, 
which are very large, are coped with marble ; 
and the wooden frame-work richly gilt and or- 
namented. The inhabitants- appear to have a 
very great pride-in preferving the exterior beauty 
of their houles, and ufe a fort of red paint for 
tliat purpofe, w ilh which they wafli, or colour 
the fronts of them at leaft once a week. 

On each fide of the canal there are two rows 
of evergreen trees, which add very much to the 
JS beauty 
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J79J- beauty of the flrcets. There are alfo in dif- 
Wrch.^ ferent parts, of each ftreet, Itnall fquare build- 
ings, with feats in them for the accommodation 
of paflengers, as Iheitcr or lhade may be nccef- 
ar)% from the violence of the rain or the heat 
of the fun. 

The only public buildings \vhich merit par- 
ticular attention, are the palace of the Gover- 
nor-General, the arfcnal, the fladthoufe, and 
the high church. 

The firft of them forms a termination to the 
principal fireet of the place ; its fore-court is 
handfomcly railed, and the front gate is guarded 
by ceittinels. This edifice is of ftone, and of 
an impofing appearance : it confills of four 
ftories, with a central dome crowned with a 
turret ; there are alfo large wings projedtir.g on 
either fide from the main body, with fur- 
rounding piazzas. A battalion of foldiers is 
conftaintly on duty here, and confifts chiefly of 
Malays commanded by European officers. I 
faw alfo a few European foldiers, who, though 
they were much belter cloathed and accoutred 
than the native tfoops, have fuch a meagre, 
pale, and ghaftly appearance, as to be but ill- 
qualified for the duties of their own, or any 
other profelfion. I was informed by feme of 
them, that not one in twenty of the military 
who came from Europe ever Teturned thither ; 

^nd 
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and that even thofc who efiape from hence, and »793* 
furvivc all the dangers and diforders of the cli- m»i^ 
mate, generally go back to their own country 
with emaciated forms and debilitated conflita- 
tions. 

'Kiis palace appears to have been built at fe- 
veral diftindt periods, from the dates which are 
engraved in different parts of it. The dates 
1630, i6j6, and 1660, mark, as I fiippofl*, 
the particular years when certain principal parts 
of it were eredted. ‘ Before the court there is ^ 
kind of lawn, with a walk in the middle^ 
fhaded with rows of trees ; and to the left of 
this lawn, at a fmall diftance from* the palace, 
ftands tire arfcnal, before which lay a great 
number of new brafs guns, gun-carriages, fhot 
of all kinds piled up, and ’fifty large cannon 
completely mounted. Tliis building, as may 
be fuppolcd, is more rem^kable for its ftrength, 
than the beauty of its external appearance, and 
contains an immenfe quantity of all kinds of 
ordnance and military ftores, both in its 
chamber, and in the deep vaults beneath the 
building. 

Beyond this lawn or walk is a canal, over 
which a draw-bridge communicates with one of 
the forts ; and near it is a very elegant ftonc 
building, with corref^nding wings, built in 
a very plealing flile of architedture : it is called 
E a the 
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, the fmall armoury, and, as I was informed oil 
the fpot, contains two hundred tlioufand ftand 
of arms. Around tliis edifice tlicre are fevcral • 
large courts, which contain refidenres for the 
principal officer?, as wrll as barracks t()r twenty-, 
ihoutiind men ; but this vafl range of buildings 
is no longer inhabited, on account of the con- 
tagious d borders that are fo frequent in this city. 
The officers have ail . of them places of reti- 
dence at feme dittance from the town ; and all 
the European regiments are (juartcred iirthe 
country ; the guard on the city duty ljci,ig re- 
gularly relieved every morning, '.rhe regi- 
ment appointed for duty marches every day 'hito 
town, at fix o’clock, in the morning, i./ the 
grand parade op})ofite the Governor’s palace ; 
one battalion of ^diich attenrls the Governor’s 
duty, and the other is ditlributcd among the 
foveral guards arouud the city. 

Near the fort, which has been already men- 
tioned, Hands the cuflom-houfe, belonging to 
the Dutch Eatl-Iudia Company, with their 
Hore-houfes, and other commercial erections. 
There is alfo a fnall dock yard, where boats 
and a few inconlidcrahlc vellbls were building. 
There is a chain thrown acrol's the canal, every 
night, to prevent all communication with boats 
after a certain hour, and a'fort has been eredted 
near the cuftontUoufe, with ^ view, ias it apr 

pears. 
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pears, to protect it: but \^wthout pretending to • » 793* 
any knowledge in the fcience of defence, or 
military busies, I could difeover that this place 
was in no condition to rclift a well-appointed 
enemy ; nor could I reconcile the defencelefs 
ftilte of this valuable Icttlement to the wealth 
and importance of it. 

At the end of the llrcet leading from the Go- 
vernor’s houl'e, and in a handfome fquare, 
tlands the fladthoufi:, where the courts of juf- 
tice are held, and the fupremc council meet 
to {n’oeced in their deliberations : it is a very 
line building, with an interior court furrounded 
by a jmi/.za. At a fmall diliance from the 
Ihullboufe is the principal church of the city, 
which is furrounded l)y a cemetery. It is a large, 
plain, fquare building, with a dome in the 
center, and a lofty turret fpringingfrom it. The 
iiifidc is fitted up in a very beautiful manner ; 
t!)c tribune belonging to the Governor-General 
is very much enriched ; the pews are very com- 
modioufiy arranged ; and, indeed, every part 
is admirahly adapted to the purpofc>8 of that re- 
ligion to w hich it is devoted. The walls of the 
church are entirely covered with efcutcheons 
and painted inferiplions, tacred to the memory 
4ifthe dead: thefe inferiplions are of different 
fizes, but being painted in the fame form, en- 
E 3 clofed 
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>793* clo^ in igUt frame?, and difpoicd with judg* 
litecb.^ ment, produce a very plealing effcA. 

The civil government of Batavia and tlw 
ifland of Java is perfcAly arbitrary, -and veiled 
in the Governor and Supreme Council in all 
matters excepting thofe of trade and com- 
merce, which arc fubjeA to an officer called a 
DireAor G^eral, from whofe decilions there 
is no appeal. 

The feverity of the laws, and the rigour with 
which they are executed, could find no juf- 
tification in a fcttlemcnt belonging to an Eu- 
ropean government ; were it not for the favage 
and ferocious difpofition of the natives of the 
country, whom no puniffiments, however fre- 
quent or fevere, are a|ble to maintain in that 
fiate of dilcipline and good order, which is fo 
necefiary to the well-being and com'fort of ci- 
vilifcdlifc. 

The numljer of regular troops quartered in 
the neighbourhood of Batavia, including both 
the European and Malay regiments, amounts 
to about twelve thoufaud men : there are alfo 
upwards of twenty thoufand native militia, who 
are regularly cloathed and paid ; but though 
they are frequently mufiered,- by order of the 
Governor, they arc never aAually embodice^ 
but in time of war, or in confequence of fomc 
civil commotioiK The European troops are 

cloathed 
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doalhed in a manner fuit^ble to the climate, *^'93^ 
are allowed'to carry on any trade or profeffion 
for which they are qualified, and are otherwifc 
remunerated by particular privileges; if any 
thing can remunerate them for the dangers 
and inconveniences that refult from this unge- 
nial clime. The Malay troops, on the con- 
trary, are deflitutc of any decent cloathing ; at 
leafi, none of them are allowed Ihoes orftock- 
ings ; and in tins miferable flate of equipment 
they do their duty. 

Batavia is extremely populous ; and among 
its inhabitants may be found the natives of every 
European country : the larger proportion of 
them, however, are Chinefe, who appear to 
be a quiet and indutlriqps people. It feemed to 
be a general opinion among thofe, of whom I 
had an opportunity to make the inquiry, that 
this city contains two hundred thoufand fouls ; 
one half of which are fuppofed to be Chinefe, 
and the other, Europeans and native Malays : 
nor when I coufider the extent of the city and 
its fuburbs, do I conceive it to be an exagge- 
rated calculation. • 

On my return to the hotel aftgr the morning’s 
excurfion, of whicli I have given the informa- 
tion it produced, I found, with great concern, 
that Lord Macartney had been fei?edr with 
a violent fit of the gout, andfwas returned on 
£ 4 board 
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*793* board the Lion ; fi> that all the various enter- 

March, tainmcnts which were preparing to have en- 
livened the time of our flay at Batavia, were 
fruflrated by this very unplcafant change in the 
health of the diflinguilhed perfon who was tlic 
objeft of them. 

I flipped this evening at the Batavian hotel, 
in company with two French gentlemen, who 
had been fo fortunate as to cfcape from a band 
of Malays. The villains had attacked them in 
the flreet ; a circumflancc which often hap- 
pens, and particularly to flrangers who pafs 
the flreets after it is dark. 

Tttefaay tt. I repeated my excurlions through the city. 

Wednef. Several gentlemen of the Ambafliidor’s fuite 
being taken ill, they, were ordered to go on 
board their refpeaive fliips, and large quanti- 
ties of fruit were purchafed for their ufc and 
refrethment. 

In the evening I went to fee the tragedy of 
Mahomet, and paid a rix-dollar for admiflion. 
The theatre is fltuated in the middle of a large 
garden, which is a place public refort for the 
Batavians of every rank and denomination. It 
is a fpacious brick building, decorated with 
great elegance, and fitted up with front and 
fide boxes, and galleries : its orcheflra alio 
contained a tolerable band of mufic. 


The 
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Tiie pk)', as far as I could j^udge from the 1793. 
attitudes of the a6lors, and the exprelEon of 
their countenances, for the whole was in the 
Dutch language, was very well performed, 
rhe entertainment, to my furprizej was Bar- 
naby Brittle, and afforded much amufement. 

Tlic audience was very brilliant, but the more 
fplcndid part of it arofe from the fuperior figure, 
appearance, and beauty of fome Englifli ladies 
who graced the boxes on the occafion. 

At noon there was an auction, or, as it is Thuii- 
' . . , , , i*y »4 

here termed, an outcry of certain lands and 

eftates, belonging to fome of thofe fortunate 

individuals, who, having cfcapcd the 'dangers 

of the climate, return with the large fortunes 

they have acquired here, to enjoy the comforts 

and luxurious cafc of Europe. ’ 

• Thofe fales cannot take place, but under the 

infpeftion of the Commifiary General, or his 

deputies, who muft aKvays be prefent on the 

occation. Notice is given of thele auftions 

throughout the city and fuburbs by a certain 

number of men, who beat gongs to colledl the 

people together in the different ftrects ; when 

aperfon, ’authorifed by the Commifiary' Gene-' 

ral, reads over the articles to be fold, and the 

conditions of fale : in every other refpedt, thefe 

tales are conducted in the fame manner as thofe 

in England. 


Captain 
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I79'?* ' Captain Mackintofli came on fhorc, and 

purchafcd a French brig, to anfvver the purpofe 
*5- of the Jackall, from whom we had been fo 
long fepaxated, that we delpaired of feeing her 
again. 

Saturdiwt6. This evening I had rcafon to confider as one 
of the motl fortunate of my life, having efcaped . 
from a gang of Malays, who certainly formed a 
ddign, as they had ahnoft irreliftible tempta- 
tion to deftroy me. 

The principal part of the baggage belonging 
to the Amballador s fuite having been already 
tent on board the refpeftive thips, I was 
cl)arged by Mr. Maxwell to fee that the reft of 
the packages, and a cheft of dollars, were put 
on board a prow hired for the purpofe; and was 
ordered, at the fame time, to go down with 
tlic provv to the boofti, and remain there till • 
]\^r. Maxwell arrived, which he promifed fo 
do in half an hour. I accordingly let off, and 
arrived at the boom about eight o’clock, when 
I faftened the boat to the cuftom-houfe quay, 
and anxioufly rt’aited the arrival of Mr. Max- 
well. In this unpleafaut lituation I remained 
till nine o’clock, when the boom w^as thrown 
acrois the water, and the bridge drawn up. My 
Viiiealincfs now became of a very ferious na- 
ture, as I well knew fhat Mr. Maxwell could 
not reach me but by a fpedal order from the 
I Governor ; 
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Governor ; while I was not only in danger of i793* 
iofiiig the property under my 'care, from the 
Malays, who were continually running back- 
wards and forwards to the prow, and examining 
the articles on board, but of being myfclf fa- 
criiioed to make the booty more lecure to tlrem. 

In this lituation, I formed the refolution of 
making the heft of my way to the Lion and, 
accordingly, ordered the MaIa}’S to row ofi’ for 
the fliip, which they at firft refufed ; but after 
Ihcwing them fome money, they took the oars, 
as I expetfted, to comply with my withes; but, 
inftcad of rowing towards the Ihip, they rowed 
the prow clofc to the Ihorc, about a gun-thot 
from tiic mouth of the canal, and at Icaft half 
a mile from any houte. Tlicy then all run 
aftiore, and, in fpite of threats or entreaties, 

• left me to myfelf in amucli vvorlo lituation than 
J was before, as I was now more remote from 
any alFiftance, in cafe I fliould be in a lituation 
to require it. ' 

In about twenty minutes thefe wretches re- 
turned in greater numbers, which incrcafed my 
apprehenfions, as they all entered into the prow, ' 
and, putting off from the land, attempted to 
rW into the bay ; in Ihort, a violent feuffle 
enfued between us, in which I at length luo- 
cceded, by means of a drawn fword that I uied 
with fome eftedl, in driving them all on fliore, 

except 
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1793* except one nvin, whom I compelled, byter- 
ror of the &me inilrument, to row the velTcl 
to the cuflom-houfe, where I waited till pall 
eleven ; and, defpairing of feeing Mr. Maxwell 
till the next day, I took all the articles out of 
the boat, and lodged them in a public Houfe 
for further lecurity. I had, however, fcarce 
iinllhed this necelfary arrangement, when I 
faw Mr. Maxwell, attended by feveral flaves 
with flambeaux, arrive on the oppofitc fide of 
the water. I- inllantly hailed him ; when he 
came over to me, and all the packages being 
again put into the prow, we fet fail for the 
Lion, and fome time after midnight arrived on 
board. 

The hotel in which the AmbalTador’s fuite 
refided, duriflg our flay at Batavia, is a very 
fuperb building of' its kind, and was ercdled 
at the expenfe of government for the accom- 
modation of foreigners and mercantile flran- 
gers. It is under the foie management and 
controul of the Governor-General and Council, 
by whofe regulations tlie bufinefs of the houfe 
is condu( 5 led. 


It is called the Royal Batavian and Foreign 
Hotel, and this title appears in large golden 
letters in the front of the houfe, with the date 


of 1^29, the year in which it was built. It 
contains throe regular ftories ; and, as each 

floor 
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floor is very lofty, for the benefit of the air, 1793. 
tlic building riles to a very confiderablc height. 

It is coiiftrufted, like the other edifices of the 
place, with brick painted of a red colour, 
while the fcams of mortar between are pro- 
porlionably whitened ; the windows arc alfo 
very large and broad, the franies of which are 
gilt or curioiifly painted; the whole forming a 
very large and handfome Itrueturc. 

There are three doors in the front, and a 
kind of terrace raifed alx)ve the pavement be-, 
fore them, which is covered by a portico; 
where the company, refident in the houfe, ufu- 
ally fit after dinner and fmokc their pipes*, each 
of thele doors, forms an .entrance into a hall 
about two hundred feet in length, and about 
fixty in breadth ; at the extremity of which 
•there is a large ftair-cafe that leads to the bed- 
chamber apartments, and the flat roof above 
them. 

In the center liall there are at Icaft thirty 
elegant lamps and chandeliers, which are 
lighted up every night, and, oppofite to them, 
on the wall, is a range of looking-glaffes, the 
rcfledtion of vvdiich heightens the brilliance of 
thf illumination : the piers between them are 
adorned with paintings. In the center of the 
middle hall is a large arch, from which a filver 
chandelier is fufpended; the otlyir halls liave 

each 
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I79J- each a door pf the fame diraenfions exa< 5 l 3 r „ 
oppofite, and thefe refpe<5lively lead to an 
apartment with an alcove roof, neatly wna- 
mented with ilucco, which contains a billiard 
table funrounded with lamps. From the center » 
of the principal hall the coup d’mil at night 
is perfectly enchanting, from the great num- 
ber of lights, and the regular order in which 
they are placed ; the billiard rooms alfo with 
their lamps correfponding exactly with each 
otbt;r. 

Behind the houfe there is a fpacious gallery 
with piazzas, from whence a large iltade of 
lilk, fancifully })ainted with figures and gro- 
tefquc characters, is occafionaUy lowered in 
the day, as the heat of the fun may require ; 
in the evening it is entirely dropped, when the 
gallery is lighted up in the fame manner as 
the apartments already deferibed. Beyond this 
gallery, there is a court paved with large flat 
floncs, and furrounded with a variety of offices 
for poulterers, butchers, and other domeflic 
ufes, with a fpacions kitchen, and every accef- 
fory accommodation. The upper flory of this 
range of building is divided into granaries and 
chambers for the principal and other flaves, ' of 
whioh there are altogether at Icaft ninety, of 
both fexes, who belong to the mafler of the 
hotel. Thefe menial perfgns are promoted ac- 
cording 
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cording to their merits ; and, if they are in- 
duftrious and attentive. to the duties of, their 
feveral departments, they may, from tlie emo- 
luments of their lituation, which arc very con- 
fiderable, be foon in a condition to purchafe 
their freedom. 

In the great hall on^ the firfl floor, which 
ferves as a vellibule to the fleeping apartments 
that furround it, there is a chryflal lamp rcple- 
nilhed with cocoa-nut oil, always burning on a 
table at the door of each room, which is ready 
for the perfon that occupies it, at whatever time 
he may choofe to. retire to his repofe ; it being 
the cuftom of the hotel that every one fliould 
keep the key of his own room, as a fecurity 
agaiiift the Malays, who are of fuch ah incor- 
rigible nature, that no punilhmCnt can ulti- 
mately deter them from indulging their difpo- 
fition to pilfer. 

. The public regulations of the houfe refemble 
thofe of European hotels, and the table which 
was kept for the Ambaflador> fuite was very 
fuperb. The breakfafl; always confifted of tea, 
cotFce, chocolate, and cocoa, with every kind 
of cold meat, broiled filh, and eggs; to which 
weft; added jellies, fweet-meats, and honey, 
with various kinds of wines and confedHonaiy, 
all furniflied in great abundance, and arranged 
in the handfomefl: manner. Both, the dinner 

and 
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1793. and flipper confifted of the mofl: delicate dithes, ' 
and drefled in'^a fuperior llile of cookery. The 
fervants table was alfo fupplied with equal pro- 
priety and plenty. 

The rate of living here, however, is very 
expenfive, and the prices of liquors verj' exor* 
bitant: fmall beer and porter were charged 
half a crown Englifh per bottle. But when 
the prodigious rent of this hotel, amounting, as 
the landlord himfelf aflured me, to lixty thou- 
fand rix-dollars per annum, and the expenfe of 
importing liquors and other commodities from 
Europe, with the duties on them, is confidered, 
the high price of living, in fuch a lituation, 
could no longer be regarded either with furprife 
or difeontent. 

The drefs of the inhabitants of Batavia takes 
its rite from the cuftomof their refpedtive coun- 
tries. The Europcjin ladies, indeed, feem not 
to be altogether governed by this principle, but 
fuit their drefles to their own peculiar fancy, 
and the circumftances of the climate ; while the 
Dutch and the Malay women, in fome degree, 
imitate their fafhions. The head-drefs of the 
latter, however, is altogether different, and of 
a very curious appearance. — The hair is comb- 
ed backward from the forehead, and fmbothed 
with oil and effcnces in fuch a manner as to 
the appearance of being 'japanned ; it is 

then 
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then tilriited hard, and, being laid in a circular 
form round the crown of the head, is fattened 
by a large comb with a number of gold and fil- 
ver pins, the heads of which are fornied of pre- 
cious {tones, according to the rank of the wear- 
er. Hair powder is very little ufed in Batavia, 
and by the Europeans alone. It was, however, 
with no fmall degree of exultation that I taw 
the decided fuperiority which the few En^lith 
ladies who relide here, polTefs over every other 
denomination of females, not only in graceful- 
nefs of 'perlbn, and fweetne& of countenance^ 
but, alfo, in the fimplicity of their drets and the 
elegance of their manners. 

The fubufbs of Batavia, or^ as it is generally 
icalled, the Chinefe- town, from being chiefly 
inhabited by thofe people, lie bn the fouth and 
weft fides of the ditch that furrounds the city 
wall, and are fcattered about the country for 
feveral miles. The houfes are, in general, of 
wood, and have no pretenlions to elegance or 
beauty j though dteir warehodfes are fitted up 
with a certain degree of glare and gaudinefs. A 
great variety of manufedlures are earned on 
here by the induftrious Chinamen : indeed, all 
tlie artificers and mechanics in Batavia are from 
China; the Europeans, through a footifti and 
unpardonable pride, confidering it as beneath 
them to perform, any mechanical operations; 

F und 
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*795- and tire Malaj^ appear to Ire curfcd with a na- 
tdral inCapacitjr to be inllru6ted in any thing 
above the drudgery of manual labour. 

The whole of thefc fuburbs forms a fcattered 
mafs of deformity and confblion ; and the hor« 
rid' flenches which arife from ftagnant water 
and various filthy caufes, cannot be dcfcrilicd. 
In the furrounding country there are a great 
many beautiful' feats and villas, with fine gar- 
dens ; but the ground being every where 
fwampy, the number of drains with which it 
is necefiarily interfe<51ed, renders it more or lets 
tmwholefome in every part. 

In palling through the filh market, I was 
under the neceflity of retiring into a tavern, to 
get fome Madeira and water, in order to reco- 
ver myfelf from the overcoming effedl of the 
putrid fine! Is that afiailed me. There appeared, 
however, to be a great abundance of filh in this 
obnoxious place ; but, except turtle, they bore 
a very exorbitant price. 

The city and fuburbs of Batavia certainly 
form one of the moll unwholelbme fpqts in the 
world, and may he jullly termed the grave of 
Europeans : but the unfalutary and infeAious ^ 
nature of the place might be very much allevi- 
ilted by an attention to cleanlinels, which feems 
iiot to be at all confidered by the government or 
police of the city. A company of feavengeii 

: would 
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would be of infinite ufe t6 tbe comfort and *793* 
health of the inhabitants of Batavia ; but there March, 
is no fuch eftablithment. 

The heat of the fun is fo great, that the ca- 
nals are frequently dried up, or their waters 
rendered putrid : but this is not fo malignant a 
fource of pcflilcritial difcafe, as the nafiinefs 
that prevails among the lower clafles of the 
people, and the inattention to remove the re- 
ceptardes of putrefadion among the higher or- 
ders of tlicm. Nor is it eafily to be reconciled, 
that thefpirit ofoleanlinefs, fo prevalent in Hol- 
land, thould totally evaporate in a voyage to the 
moll important of its Afiatic poflcffions. Nay, 
it has been confidcred by political writers, that 
tire inattention to remedy the evils which have 
been deferibed, is to be attributed to the com- 
mercial policy of the Dutch, in order to difeou- 
rage foreigners from fettling among them, and 
Iharin^ the great, but^ hazardous, advantages 
to be derived from participating in any branch 
of commerce in this oriental emporium : or, in 
cafe of a foreign war, to deter any enemy from 
invading a place, the very airs of which are 
.more hoflile to human life than the weapons of 
battle. I ftiall only add, thatj within the laft 
twenty years, no lefs than ninety-eight thou- 
fand deaths appear on the records of the public 
hofpital in BataviS, 

Fz 
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'79J’ 

March. 
Sunday 17. 


At fix o’clock in the morning we weighed 
anchor and made fail, running between the' 
illand of Onrooft and the main. 

This ifland is filuated in the middle of the 
hay, and about four miles from Batavia. Its 
length docs not exceed three quarters of a mile, 
and it is no more than half a mile in breadth. It 
contains, neverthclefe, an handfome populous 
town, with a firong fort. In this little tpot 
there are fcveral fonnderies and manufactures, 
and the whole is a fccne of indullry and land- 
icape beauty. It is alfo furrounded with feve- 
ral iflands of the fame defeription, molt of 
which are "inhabited} great numbers of people 
wifely preferring thefe fituations ; which, 
though immoderately hot, are free from thofe 
contagious difeafis tligt infeCt the city and fub- 
urb's of Batavia. 


CHAP, 
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G H A P. II. 

the Jackall brig rejoins the Lion. — Leighton, the 
carpenter, murdered by the Moli^s.—I^rd 
cartney views the fpot where Colonel Cathcart was 
buried. — Came to Pulo Condore ; fome account of 
its inhabitants ; their alarm.-^PaJfed various 
ijlands.^ Arrived at turonbay, in Cochin China.— - 
Several mandarins came on board the Lion ; an 
account of them.— the chief minifter of the King 
of Cochin China vijits Lord Macartney. — Prefents 
received. — Lord Macartney returns the vifit on 
Jhore in form. — the m^er of the Lion feized by 
the natives, but releafed, in a few days.— the in- 
terment of Mr. tothill, purfer.of the .Uon. 

TThE owner of the French brig came on 1793. 
board, and was paid for her in dollars, • 

The weather was infupportably hot.— -Lord Monday ii 
Macartney was Aill fo much indi^fed as not 
to fee company. 

The new brig joined ns, which Lord Ma-Wed««f 
cartney was pleated to name the Clarence, in ^ **' 
'honour of his Roynl Ilighnefi the £)uhe of 
Clarence. 

Boarded the Achilles, from Ollend to Bata* X 
via| who gave fcndie account of the Jackall brig, ** 

F 3 with 
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170?* with whom we parted cpmpany in a gale of 
'iSuSir' wind in the Bay of Bifeay. 

Saturdays. This moming, at fix, wc’dil'covercd a fail at < 
a great difiance, which, from the account given 
by the Oftend vefiel, w as fuppofed to be the 
Jackal]. After a long fcries of doubts, conjec- 
tures, arid folicitudes on the fubjet^. Sir Eraf- - 
mus Gower difpatched Lieutenant Cox, in th& 
pinnace, to afeertain the truth. At noon, the 
pinnace returned with the agi’eeablc- intelli- 
gence^ that the Ihip we had feen was the 
Jackall brig, whom we had long ago fuppofed 
to have been lofi. 

Sunday *4. Mr. Saiyidcts, from the Jackall, came on 
board jo deliver his logbook to Sir Erafmus 
Gower. At four o’clock, we faw a fail, which 
proved to be thp Concord, from China to 
Bengal, . 

Friday i<). William Leighton, Lord Macartney’s joiner, 
who went alhore in order to walh his linen at 
the watering-place at Sumatra beach, was mur- 
dered by the Malays. His body being found 
covered with wounds, was brought on board 
the Lion, and afterwards interred, with all 
becoming' ceremony and refpeift, on North 
Iliand. He was a very ingenious artifan, and an 
honefi, intelligent, and amiable man. But the 
melancholy' which pervaded every countenance 
throughout the Ihip’s company, pn his death, 
is a more honourable and decided teftimoriy of 

his 



( n ) 

hift npterit and charader, dian any expreflions 1793. 
of regard which I might employ on the occa- 
lion. ; 

At half pali fix, A., hi. we weighed and M<wdaj*t. 
came to fail ; at eight, Mortnay Ifiand, fuuth 
by eaft ; Stroome Rock, louth>eafi, half a 
mile ; at eleven, came to, in feventeen fathom 
water. Angara Point flag-ftalF, fouth by eaft. 

The cap, north-north-eaft, and button, north 
by eaft. The accommodation ladder was 
hoifted out after dinner^, and foon after Lord 
Macartney, accompanied by Sir Erafmus Gow- 
er, went alhore, and viewed the fpot where the 
Honourable Colonel Cathcart, brother to Lord 
Cathcart, a former minifter from the King of 
Great Britain to the court of China, was in- 
terred ; and whofc death put.an end to that 
diplomatic expedition, which he had been ap- 
pointed to condud. 

The weather continued moderate, witih occa- 
fional frelE brOezes and light airs, for the fuc- 
ceeding fortni^t, which was employed in 
wooding, watering, receiving buffaloes on 
board, and making the necefiary arrangements 
for the remaining part of the voyage. We 
paffed, and occafionally anchored at f^nafi 
Ifiand, and the -Polar, Hound, and Tamarind ' 
ifiands» 

At; fouc in ftte afternoon the body of Thar- Sunday 14. 
bunyJllandbore north-north-weft; and at five 
F 4. we 
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X793. we chme into fifteen fathom water. iPound 
here the Sullivan hontew«jf bound Xn^aman, 
the Jackal], and the Clarence, with an Impe^ 
rial fiup. Arrived ^e Royal Admiral In> 
diaman. * • 

TucOay 1 *. TIm Sullivan and the Royal Admiral,<. India7. 
men, failed for-Rngland. 

We continued coafting along, and paifed by 
nuifierous illaijds, with moderate* weather; 
wh^ was only once interrupted by a fc(uall, 
accompanied by rain, and followed by thunder 
and lightning, till we came to anchor in the 
fouth-wcftcm extremity of Pulo Condore bay, * 

'fThurfayiS ^ a™val, went_ on 

Ihorc, after having called at the Hindoftan, f6r 
Sir George and Mr. Staunton, andMn Niaiing, 
one of the Chinefe who had accompanied us 
froin Europe. We reached the Ihore in about 
an hour and a half; and, on bur landing, fome 
of the natives came out to meet us on the beach, 
with whom we proceeded towards a wood, vrith 
fix men fiom the boats, properly armed with 
mufquets and ammunition. We had not, how? 
ever, proceeded more than an hundred yards, 
when wecametoa fewmiferablehuts, built of 
bamboo, and fcattered about the place where « 
they are fitoated. One of them was inhabited 
by a perfon ftiled the chief, or mandarin, in 
lyhom was yefied thp government of the illand; 

*■ Thi^ 
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This hut, like the reft, Was raifed about three 1793. 
feet from the grou^(J, with a roof of bamboo, 
and fupported by four pofrs fixed in the earth. 

Such iS'the only miferabl& ihelter which the in- 
habitants poffefs. 

: in th^ houfe, if it may be thought to defrrve 
that name, there were, feveral people, all na- 
tives of Cochin China, , but who fpoke the 
Tartar language. None of them, except the 
chief, had any covering but a frrip of linen 
round thcfr waifrs, and a kind of black turban 
on their heads. The chief, to whom the reft 
paid . great obedience, was diftinguifhed by 
wearing a loofe black gown, made of a ituff 
like crape ; under which he wore a pair of wide, 
'black filk trowfers. Over his Ihoulder was 
thrown a filver cord, to which was fufpended 
behind a'fmall embroidered bag of very exqui- 
fite workmanfliip. His head was alfo covered 
with a black turban ; but he was, in common 
with the reft, without flioes. 

At the difrance of a few yards from the hut 
-flood their temple, whqfe exterior form was the 
fame as the other buildings. The infide was 
furnifhed, or, as it mufl have been confidered 
• by them, ornamented with fl>me old fire-arms, 
a few cutlafles, and three daggers. A fwivel, 

^nd fome long fpontoons, wme laid acrofs the 
roof; whUe feveral Iqqces, ^4 creafes, (4 



( 74 ) 

kind of -pcnibnbM dagger, ufed by the Aiiatie 

ravages) Wea’e piled up againfl a bamboo poll, 

in the middle of the building. It was evident, 

from the conduiSl of thefe people, that they 

were not accuftoraed to the ule of fire-arms, as 

, they appeared, to, conflder. thefts warlike inftru- 

menls. as objesSts of adoration. This opinion 

was; confirmed by- the alarm and aftonilhment 

they (^prcffed: on, my difcharging a, mufquet at 

the; trunk of; a tree ; and the eagernefs with 

which they examined the place where the ball 

had entered. But this. did not content them; 

for they contrived to extract the ball, which 
^ ' 

tlrey ihewed to each other with marks of ex- 
treme amazement. 

We remained near two hours: on Ihore, and' 
entered into a treaty with the chief, to procure 
xis as many buffaloes, with as much poultry, 
fruit, &c. as could be fpared firom the ifland, 
^ndfor which he. was to. be paid his ownprice: 
to this prOpofition he readily agreed, and pro- 
miied that the commiffioa thould be impedi* 
atcly executed, ' and; the : different articles be 
ready for delivery on the, next day.: Aftes the 
agreemnnti: was thus amicably fettled, the: chief 
ofiered^us a regele-pf ricevand fifb, of which, we. 
all tailed. He thep' pointed to fome^coGoa-nut 
trees, as iftto'know if we-fhould chafe to have 
anyjofithem; andnoiboner wasit figaified to 
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him that a prefent o£ that fruit would be accep- 179^. 
table, than a number of his people w^c in- 
ftantty ordered to gather them. It was furpri- 
fing to fee with what agility they climbed up 
thefe very lotty trees ; and as they threw down 
the nuts, others below immediately Ikinned 
and handed them round to the company. We 
then took our leave of the mandarin, and, on 
our way to the beach, -faw feveral canoes which 
were building,;, and one- of them appeared to be 
of a very ingenious conftru6tion. 

The ifland of Pulo Condore has but few in- 
habitants, and thofe it poffefles are not collected 
together in any town, but live in bamboo huts, 
fcattered up and down the country. It pro- 
duces no fruit but cocoa-nuts and watermelons, 
and no grain but fome coarf^ rice. It has, 
however, plenty of buffaloes, with, a kind of 
wild duck, and the common fowls, fome of 
which are domefiicated with them. This ifland, 
however, has a noble bay, which produces a 
fifli that refembles our whiting, in great abun- 
dance, and has a fafe anchorage, except along 
the fhore, wh6re for about three quarters of a 
mile it is full of fhoals. Thd ifland is, fubjedt 
Jto the King of Cochin China, and lies in the 
Chinefe ocean* Long, one hundred and feven 
deg. twehtyrfix min. eafl. , Lat. two deg. forty 
min. north* 

On 
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1793. On retunung to fhips we met with n 
very hcivy fquafi, attended with Solent rain. 
This morning I went alhore withA party^. 
^ompanied by Mr. Niaung, in order to receive 
‘the ieveraj: articles for which a bargain had 
been made with the mandarin on the preced- 
ing day. 

On our landing) and going to the hiit l^long- 
ing to the chief) wefound, to our utter aftonith- 
ment) that the people had deferted their ha- 
bitations) and carried off every article with 
them : cren the temple was tiripped of all its 
warlike treafure. This extraordinary and un- 
expected ipiroumllance waS) however) explained 
in a letter; which we found in the chief’s hut. 
It was written in Chinofe charaClerS) and ex- 
pretTed the appmhenfions of the itlanders at 
feeing our Ihips in theit bay ; a light they had, 
never beheld before. In Ihort, this appearance 
was fo formidable to them , that they concluded 
our deiigns muft be hoAile ; and in order to 
avoid the dedruCtion which they imagined us 
to have meditated againj^ them, they had, dur- 
ing tl)p night, conveyed aWay their effeCts, and 
retired to the mbuntmns. The letter alfo re- 
prefented their extreme poverty, and implored < 
us with the moll humble expreffions, not to 
bum or dei^y their huts, as they propoled to 
re-inhabit tl^ein foon as the fquadron had 

3 t^ed, 
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&led. Wie, therefore, returned to the thips as t79i. 
wh left them, without fruits, or fowls, orbuf- 
faloes. 

Heavy, gales. At four in the afternoon satunbyis? 
fqually ; at eight, weighed anchor, and came 
to fail. 

Having pafled in the intermediate time feve- Thurr- 
ral illands of different forms, we, this day, faw ^ ^ 
the extremes of Polu Canton, an ifland off the 
coafl of Cochin China, bearing north by weft, 
to north-weft by weft. 

At nine in the evening we anchored in Sunday is. 
Turon Bay, in Cochin China ; and found there 
a Poxtuguefe brig, who lafuted us with eleven 
guns. 

The fhip’s company employed in watering. Monday *7. 
The water here is of a reddifh colour. Several 
ptows came along-fide the Lion with ducks, 
cocoa-nuts, and joghry, for fale. JSevml man- , 
darinsalfo came on board to fee the fhip. 

Men were fent on fhore to raife tents for the Tuerday ts. 
lick. 

The Ambaffador wasvifited by fcveral man- wednec. 
darins, with a great train of attendants, "fhey 
were entertained, with wines and liquors, of va- 
fious kinds, which,, however, they were very 
cautious in tafting, till Lord Macartney banilh* 
ed all apprehOnfions by fetting them the exam- 
ple; they then draqk, without leferve, what- 
ever 
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«793* ever was oftcrc(Jto them ; but they appeared to 
. prefer cherry andratberry brandy to all the other 

liquors with which theyvpre regaled. 

Tlie drefs of thefe pcriohs contifted chiefly 
of a black loofe gown, of a kind of crape, with 
lilk trowfers, flippers, and a black turban : a 
^rdlc of lilver cordage was alfo tied round 
their waift. Some of them, but whether it 
mrote flrom accident, or was a badge of diflinc- 
tion, I Oannot tell, wore dark blue gowns of 
the fame fluif. The domeftics were clad in a 
plmd or Tartan drefs ; their trowfers were tuck- 
ed up to the knee, and their legs, were entirely 
naked, nor did they wear cither Ihoes or flip- 
pers; their turban was of plaid, like the reft of 
their very curious drefs. 

lu the evening, the Prime Minifter of 
the King of Cochin China came on board 
the Lion, accompanied by teveral mandarins, 
and a conflderable train of attendants, to requefl 
the Ambaflador’s company to dinner, in the 
name of the King, who had given his minifler 
a i^ial commiflion to make this invitation. It 
was, accordingly, flgnifled to this difiinguiflicd 
pei&nage, that his Excellency received the,., 
niefl^ge with the utmoft refpeft, and would, in 
coiifequence of it, go on fliore on Thefday 
moiming, at ten o'clock. 

AflCr 
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After this conference, the Ghinefe minillier, 1793. 
and his fuite, returned in thdr barges j which 
were decorated in a jcry ^udy manner. They *♦ 
were laluted on .their departure from the Ihip 
with five guns. 

In the forenoon the Amhaflador received a 
vifit from two mandarins, who brought from 
the King of Cochin China a^refent, confin- 
ing of 

10 Buffaloes, 

50 Hogs, 
i6o Fowls, 

150 Ducks, , 

200 Bags of rice, and 
6 Large jars of famptfco. 

The laft is a liquor made in China, and im- 
ported from thence. 

I went a fhorc in the forenoon and faw the Sun<iay c. 
town, the name of which is Fie-foo. It con- 
of nothing more than a crowd of wretched 
bamboo huts, though it contains a fpacious 
market-place, well fupplied with ducks, fowls, 
eggs, cocoa-nuts, and fruits. The furroun^ng 
country is fiat, and very fertile; but the natives 
feem to hare little- or no idea of cultivation, 
which would mike it the feene of e^ctreme 
abundance. Thdr principal traffic feems to be 
with their women, by cbnfigning them, for a 
eertmn confideratioh, to the foclefy of Euro- 
r peans 
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»793' pcans who touch here. They have no coiny 
rjoK. " hut a fort of fmall caxee, a white, metal piece 
current in China, about t^iize of our farthing ; 
and all their lilver is in the form of long bars, 
or wed^s. The relidence of the principal 
mandarin' confifls of a large open range of bam- 
boo hutS', of a better form, and more elegant 
appearante than the reft; containing leveral 
rooms of a ftze and agreeable proportions, 
which are fitted up and furnilhed in a neat and 
ornamental manner. 

Monday 3» In the afternoon the Ambalfador’s guards, 
>^th fome of the marines, went on Ihore to 
pradile the ceremonial duties that had ^en af' 
ligtied them for the following day. 

Toefday 4. This moming the AmbalTador, attended by 
his whole fuite^ in full uniform, with Sir £raf-> 
raus Gower, Captain Mackintofh, and feveral of 
the officers of the Lion and Hindoftan, went. on 
ihore with great ceremony.; when, in honour^ 
the. birth-day of our moft excellent Sovereign, 
George the Third, he was laluted with twenty-* 

• one guns by the Lion, the Hindoftan, and Por- 
tuguefe brigi The Britifh- troops, with their of- 
ficers and band of mufic, had been previoufl^ 
fent afhore to wait his £)xcell^ncy's arrival. 

Qn this day the royal ftandard of Great Brw 
tain was difplayed at the main-top-gallant- 
. royal maft ; the St. Gcorge’p enfign at the fore-** 

top>-gallant 
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top-gallant ditto ; and. the uiubn at the 1^93. 
mizen. 

The Ambat&dbr waS received oh his land- 
ing by ieveral mhfjflarinsj ^ith every mark of 


Junci 


attention and refpe6t ; when he proceeded', 
under an cfcort of his own troops, to thb houfe 
of the Prime Minilier, where a collation in thb 
beft jfnanner of the country was prepared for 
him. Here his Eitcellency remained for foroe 
time; and, after an exchange of mutual ci- 
vilities, returned to the Lion, when he was'fa- 
luted by fifteen guns from all the Ihips lying at 
anchor. 


I went afhore in the afternoon, ‘ind ptif- Wednet- 

^ day 5. 

chafed fome fruit and fugar of a very gbod 
quality ; it is made in large cakes; and refem- 
bles fine bread, for which, at fome fmall dif- 
tance, it may be actually miftaken. I alfb faw 
fix large elephants, which had bcetl brought 
for the araufement of the mandarins ; they ap- 
peared to be perfectly innocent, were Obedient 
to every command, and performed many feats 
of unwieldy agility. Thefe huge animals 
moved at the rate of eight miles an hour. 

In the courfe of this morning the fick were Friday ?• 
« received on board the Ihips from their late 
ftation on fhore. ^ 

Mr. Jackfon, mafter of the Lion, went in 
the cutter to take foundings in the bay ; but 
G having 
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*?93* having entered the ihouth of the river Camp- 
fuoc. vella, which rifes abont 'eight miles up the 
country, and forms a confluence with the river' 
that difeharges itfelf into Turon Bay, he incon- 
fiderately began to furvey, and take plans of 
the coaft ; but, iii attempting to execute this 
delign, he, with the feven men who accom- 
panied him, were made prifoners by the na- 
tives, who feized the boat, and carried them to 
the capital city of the kingdom. 

This very difagreeable intelligence was com- 
municated from the Ihore by the mandarins, 
whofc good ofiices were earneftly folicited by 
Lord Macartney and Sir Erafmus Gower, to 
obtain the return of tliefe men to the Ihip. In- 
deed, this unreflecting condudt of the mafter 
might, as if wa*s feared, be attended with con- 
fequences ' that would have interrupted the 
courfe of tlie embafly, as the country of Cochin 
Glwna is . tributary to the Chincte empire, and 
fends aij annual ambalTador to the court of 
Pekin; fo that all this bufinefs might have 
been mifreprefented in fuch a manner to the 
Ghinefe government, as to have leffened the 
good difpofitions- we were difpofed to believe 
it.poireflcd towards the Britifli embafly. liT’ 
thort, it appeared, that very ferious apprehen- 
flons were entertained on that fubjeCt, by thofc 
who were the befl: qualified to form a right 

judgment 
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judgment of the policy and temper of the court 1793, 
which was the objedt of out deftination. 

Mr. Niaung went on Ihore with Ibme of theTuefday 
Ambaflador’s fuite, to inquire cxincerning the 
Britilh prifoners, and he was informed by the 
mandarins that they had been releafed^ and 
were on their return. 

William Tothill, Efq. purfer of the Lion, 
died this morning, after an illnefs of a few 
days. 

The King of Cochin China fent another 
large prefent of rice to the Ambaflador. 

The body of Mr. Tothill was interred on Thurf- 

* day 

fhore with every poffible mark of retpedl and 
regard; Sir Erafmus Gower alfo ordered an 
infeription to be cut in woody which was after- 
wards placed on his grave. 

At four o’clock in the -afternoon Mr. Jackfoft 
returned with the cutter and hU men, froin 
their imprifonment ; during which period they 
had undergone the fofferings both in . 

body and mind ; and no drcumiftance, but 
their belonging to the Britifli embaffy, could 
have preteived them from put to death. 


G 2 
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CHAP. nt. 

LeiK}t ‘tufon Bay.-^ir George Staunton, f^c. fail 
in the Jaekall for Macao. — Enter the Tellozv Sea. 
—Ueut. Campbell goes to Mettow. — Prefent 
from the mandarin of Chufan.— Number of Jkk 
^ on board the Uon.-r-MeJfrs. Huttner and Plumb 
" ■ go to Mettffiv to arrange the landing of the em- 
bajfy. — A mandarin arrives on board.^^e fol- 
diers, mechanics, and fuite, go on board the junks, 
with the prefents, baggage, (Ac. — The Ambajfador 
lands at Mettow.— Defcription of that place. 

A \ 

June. x\T four in the afternoon weighed and fet 
SandAjr i6- fj-QQj Tm-Qn * 

Thurf- • Xhe weather was moderatg and fair. At lix 
***' P. M. law the land north-norfti-eaft ; at eight 
the bpety of the Gfand Ladrone bore nortli- 
nortb>eaft.. 

Sir George and Mr. Staunton, with one of 
Lord Macartney’s fecrctaries, were charged 
with letters and bulinefs to the commif&oners, 
.Meflre. Brown, Irrine, and Jackfon^ who were 
fent from England to. notify in .China the ex> 
pedted embaffy, and who were then at Macao. 
They accordingly let fail" in the Jaekall brig, 

accom* 
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accompanied by the Clarence, for that place, 1793. 
to execute their commitlion! Mr. Coa and 
Mr. Niailng, the two natives of China whom 
we had brought from Europe, accompanied 
them on the occaflon, with the delign to pro- 
ceed over land to tlie place of their nativity. 

Thefe worthy and amiable men took a very 
afFedlibnatc leave of their friends on board the 
Lion, with whom they had made fo long a 
voyage; but with all the impatience natural 
to thofe who had been removed at fuch a dif- 
tance, and for fo great a length of time, from 
their relations, friends, and native land. 

At half paft eight in the morning wc came 
to anchor in eleven fathom water, on the north 
point of the Grand Ladrone ifland. 

The Jackall and Clarence ^returned from *3, 
Macao. Sir George Staunton foon after caine 
on board ; and, from the intelligence commu- 
nicated to him by the commiftioners, the moll 
fanguine hopes were entertained that this ex- 
traordinary and important embafty wonld be. 
crowned with fuccels. 

We now entered the Yellow Sea, when 
nothing material happened that can jullify 
^particular defeription, till we drived at the end 
of this branch of our voyage. In pur paflage 
we law many iftiiofts, and occaftonally met 
G 3 • with 
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tyqj. with Chinefc juqks, filhing boats, and other 
ciccumliances, which denoted our approach to. 
that part of the continent to which we were 
deftined. 

There being feveral rocks on the Chincfe 
cdaft, in the Yellow Sea, that had no deno- 
minatioh in any chart, Sir Erafmus Gower 
thought proper to name them after the three 
principal Charadters of the embafly. Thus we 
jSnd our journals Contain, in this part of the 
voyage, the names of Cape Macartney, Cape 
Gower, and Staunton’s Ifland. 

8uo4ay it. At fix o’clock in the afternoon, the Lion 
came to dn anchor in Jangangfoe Bay ; Mettow.. 
Illands bearing from north to north-weft by 
weft, two miles off Ihore. 

Lieut, Campbell, with Mr. Huttncr, Mr. 
Plumb, the interpreter, and Lieut. Ommaney, 
went in the cutter to Mettow, to be informed 
if there was any tradt by which the Lion could 
enter the river, or if there was any river on 
that coaft, which was navigable for Ihips of 
her burthen, and by whofe navigation Ihe could 
make a nearer approach to Pekin. If the an- 
fwers to thefe q^eftipns did not prove fatisfac- 
tory, thofe gentlemen were then to concert- 
ineafures with the mandarin of the place for 
the difembarkation of the foite thete. < 

The 
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The brig Endeavour arrived from Macao 1793. 
and Canton with ^difpatches from the commif- 
tioners. . 

This morning’ a mandarin of Chufan fent a TueHaf tj. 
jyrefent of twelve fine fmall bullocks, a number 
of hogs, with a large quantity of fruit, garden 
frufij and rice. 

The cutter returned with Lieut. Campbell TSurf- 

* day 25* 

and his company, who gave a very favourable 
account of the hofpitality of the Chinefe at 
Mettow ; where tliey were not only received 
with the greateft civility, but furnillied with 
every polfible accommodation, and fupplied 
with the greateft plenty and abundance. At the 
fame time Mr. Campbell reported the abfolute 
impracticability of proceeding further, as the 
whole way to the mouth of 4he river forms a 
chain of flioals, while a bar runs acrofs the en- 
trance of it, which is not more than fix feet 
deep, even at high water. In confequence of 
this report. Sir Erafmus Gower refolved to pro- 
ceed no further. 

The report of the furgeon amounted tosai«raayt* 
ninety 'three fick men on board the Lion, 

Thejackall and Clarencp failed with Mr. 
Huttner and Mr. Plumb to Mettow, to make 
arrangements with the mandarins for the land- 
ing of the crabalTy, and to fix the time when 
the Ambafiador Ihpuld go on fl^ore ; the refult 
G4 of 
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»793* of whofe commiflion was, that large junks 
would be fent for the reccpljon of the fiiite and 
ba^agc, as foon as the wind fcrved. 

Ffey*. A prefent of fixtecn bullbd^S, thirty-two 
fine large fliiecp, fomehogs, with vegetables, 
tea, fugar, &c. was fent on board the Lion. 
A principal mandaiin alfo came on board from 
pnc of the junks, and dined with Lord Macart- 
ney ; where he appeared in a very awkward 
fitpation, as the Cbincfe do not know the ufe 
of knives and forks. This officer finally fettled 
with his Excellency, that the fucceeding Mon- 
day ffiould be the day of his difcmbarkation ; 
but that 'the heavy baggage, &c. ffiould be 
previoufly transffiipped into the junks. ‘The 
mandarin.exprcfrcd great furprife at our wooden 
palace, and could fearefe believe the various ar- 
rangements and wonderful conyenieneies of it 
He was hpified into one pf our boats in the ac- 
commodation chair; a ceremony with whichhe 
appeared to be infinitely delighted. ' 

SumUjrf. A mandarin came on board to dinner. Thp 
prefents, baggage, &c. were all ffiipped into the 
junks ; and on board the fame veffels were fent 
the folffiers, Mechanics, and great part of his 
Excellency’s fervants. , 

5. This nj(^ing at fouj? o’clock fcveral junks 
Ckme along fidethe lion to receive the remain- 
of the An^bafiador’s baggage. His Excel- 
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;jicy then took his break&tt on board, and 1793. 
’^as joined by the remainder’of his fuite from 
1C Hindoftan. 

At eight o’clock Sir Erafmus Gower '^ave 
rders for the fliip’s company to man Ihip, 
previous to his Excellency’s difembarkation^ 

- /hich took place almoft immediately ; when 
he was tainted \vith three cheers from the fea- 
4ien, and the difeharge of nineteen guns from 
the Lion and Hindoftan. . , 

At nine o’clock the remainder of the fuite . 
took their ftations on different junks ; the Am- 
balfador, Sir George Staunton and fon, having 
gone on board the Clarence brig, the accom- 
modations of the junks being not only very in- • 
convenient, but extremely dirty, and otherwife 
very unfit to receive them. 

The number of junks employed on the oc- 
cafion for the reception of the fuite and bag- 
gage, amounted to twenty fail, of about an 
hundred tons burthen. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon we faw the 
town and fort of Mettow ; and at three tlie 
junks came to anchor at the mouth of the river, 
where we found the Jackall, Clarence, and En- 
deavour arrived before us. From the, feveral 
fhort turnings at this part of the river, we were 
obligedArequently to anchor ^nd weigh, in oiv 
der to avoid the fhoals. 

At 
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> 793* At four the whole fleet came to. anchor oppo« 

fite the palace of the principal mandarin. 

The town, though cxtenfive, has not the 
charm of elegance, or the merit of uniformity : 
indeed, its lituation is fuch as to exclude any 
encouragement to beautify and adorn it, being 
fituated on a Iwamp, occafloned by the frequent 
overflowing of the fea, . notwithflanding the 
precaution of the inhabitants to make an em- 
bankment on the Ihore. 

The houfes, or huts, for they rather deferve 
the latter name, are built altogether of mud, 
with bamboo roofs ; they are very low, and 
without<eithcr floors or pavements. At a fmall 
diftance from the town there are fcvcral build- 
ings of a very fuperior form and appearance, 
which belong ,to the -mandarins of the place : 
they arc conflruAed of flone and wood ; the 
body of the houfe being of the former, and 
the wings and galleries, which are very pretijr, 
and painted of various colours, of the latter 
material : they are of a fquare foriQ, and three 
llories in height ; each llory having a fur- 
rounding range of palifadoes, which are richly 
gilt and fancifully painted. The lower ftory, 
or ground floor, is fronted with piazzas,, which* 
arc ornamented in the fame manner. The 
wings project on each fide the body of the 

houfo. 
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ihoufe, and appear to contain a conliderable 
range of apartments. 

Each mandarin is attended by a great num-; 
ber of guards, confiAing both of ihAintry and 
cavalry, who live in tents pitched round the 
reAdence of the pertbnage whom they ferve. 

NotwithAanding its unfavourable Atuation, 
the immenfe crowd of IpccAators who aAem- 
bled to fee the AmbaAador come on Aiore, 
proves Mettow to be a place of prodigious po- 
pulation. Many of thefe curious people were 
on horfeback and in carriages ; fo that the 
banks of the river where our junks lay at 
anchor- were entirely covered with them. 

The only fort in this place conAAs Amply of 
a fquare tower, and feems to have been con- 
AruiSled for ornament rather thap public utility; 
for, though it Aands on the very margin of the 
tea, and commands the entrance of the river, 
not a Angle piece of ordnance appeared on the 
walls. 

The breadth of thi§ part of the river is about 
a furlong, and the colour of the water is muddy, 
refembling that of the Yellow Ocean with 
which it mingles ; its depth is very unequal, 
being in fdme parts nine, and in others Ax 
feet deep ; but in no part lefs than two. At 
the entrance, as has been already menAoned, 
is a bar or bank of Arpd, which Aretches 

acrota 
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acrois it ; and, at full tide, has not more depth 
than iix or feven feet ; though, on the fide to- 
wards the fea, and at a few yards only from the 
bar, there are upwards of fix fathoms water. 

The environs of the town prefent, on both 
fides of the river, an expanfe of flat country ; 
which polTefies a rich foil, and boafis extraor- 
dinary fertility. 

In the evening, we received from the man- 
darin a very refrcfiiing and acceptable prefent 
of dtefied meats and ihtits. 


CHAP. 



( 93 ) 


CHAP. IV. 

An account of the mandarin appointed to eonduB the 
accommodations for the embajj^. — Farms prefents 
of provifions.-^Grofs habits of the Chinefe re- 
fpeBing their food. — Defcription of the junks.— 

Order of thofe vejfels fitted up for the accommo- 
dation of the Briiijh Ambajfador and his fuite. 

The whole of this morning was employed 1793. 
in tranfshipping the baggage to the accommo- 
dation junks, hired for the embalTy’by 
Tadge-In, a mandarin of the firll clafs, who had 
been appointed by the Emperor to conduct the 
buiinefs of the embafly, in eVery thing that 
related to the refidence, provifions, and journey 
of the fuite. 

This perfon became intereiling to us, as he 
was appointed to attend the embafTy during the 
time we thould remain in China. He was 
about five feet nine inches in height, fiout, 
well made, and of a dark complexion, .but of 
a remarkably pleafing and open countenance i 
his manners and deportment were polite and 
unafFeiEled; and the appointment of fuch a 
man, fo admirably qualified to fulfil the pe- 
culiar duties to wliich he was n€iuiu^ted;i gave 
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1793 * «8 a very favourable opinion of the good fenfe 
of the Chinefe government, and ferved to en- 
courage our hopes of fuccefe in the important 
obje(^ts of this didinguifhed embatly. 

We received at noon, from the mandarin’s 
boat, which was accompanied by Mr, Plumb, 
the interpreter, a quantity of raw beef, with 
bread and fruit ; the beef, though not fat, is of 
a very good quality; but the bread, though 
made of excellent flour, was by no means plea- 
fa nt to our palate : as the Chinele do not make 
ufe of yeaft, or bake it in an oven, it is, in 
laft, little better than common dough. The 
lhape add fize of the loaves are thofe of an or- 
dinary walh-ball cut in two. They are cora- 
pofed of nothing more than flour and water, 
and ranged on bars which are laid acrofs an 
iron hollow pan, containing a certain quantity 
of water, which is then placed on an earthen 
ftove ; when the water boils, the veflel, or pan, 
is covered over with fomething like a fhallow 
tub, and the fleam of the water, for a few 
minutes, is 'all the baking, if it may be lb 
called, which the bread receives. In this flate 
we found it ncceflary to cut it in flices and 
toafl it, before we could reconcile it to our ap- ' 
pefites. The fruits, which made a part of this 
prefetit,- conflfled of apples, pears, {haddocks, 
and oranges of a luperior fljtvour. 

3 
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In the afternoon we received another very 
large fupply of provinons ready drefled, con- 
filling of beef, mutton, pork, whole pigs, and 
poultry of all forts, both roaft and boiled. 

The roaft meat had a very fingular appear- 
ance, as they ufe fome preparation of oil, that 
gives it a glofs like that of varnilh ; nor was 
its flavour fo agreeable to our palates, as the 
dilhes produced by the clean and Ample cookery 
of our European kitchens. Their boiled meat, 
being free from the oily tafte of that which is 
roafted or baked, was far preferable. 

We were, however, in fome degree aflfeefted 
by the accounts we had heard of the indif- 
ference of the Chinefe concerning their food ; 
and that they not only eat all animal food with- 
out diftindlion, but do not difeard even fuch as 
die of difeafes from their meals. This cir- 
cumftance made fcveral of our party very cau- 
tious of what they ate ; and as to their halhes 
and ftews, many refuled their allowance of 
thefe dilhes, from the apprehenfion of their 
being compofed of unwholefome flelh. 

But it was not merely from the mformation 
of others that we felt a dilguft at Chinefe 
Cookery, as we had ocular demonftratiori of 
the grofs appetites of the Chinefe people. . The 
pigs on board the Lion being afTciSled with a 
diforder, which is always fatal to thefe animals, 

feveral . 
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1^93* ftfveral of thcip were thrown overboard ; which 
circumftaticc being obfcrved by the Chinefe 
belonging to the junks, they inilantly got out 
.their boats and picked up thefe difcafed carcafes, 
which they immediately cut up, and having, 
dreticd a part of them, appeared to make a very 
comfortable meal, not unaccompanied with 
marks of derifion at the Englilh for their ex- 
travagant delicacy. 

We were at firft diipofed to believe tliat this 
groffhefe of appetite was confined to the lower 
clalTes of the people, who were generally in 
fuch a fiate of indigence, as to be glad to ob- 
tain meat in the accidental way which we have 
jufi mentioned : but we afterwards learned, 
that the more independent claftes of people, 
and even the mandarins themfelves, are not 
exempt from a euftbm, in domeftic ceconomy, 
at which the eager appetite of the ftarving 
European would fevolt. 

In the warm feafon, this part of the'eountry 
fwarms with mofcpjitos, that tormenting infedt 
which is fo diftrefting to the inhabitants of the 
warmer climates. . . 

ivedinefc This morning I -went on board the accom- 
modation junk, occupied by Captain Mackiq^ ^ 
tofti, of the Hindoftaii, who was required to 
accompany the embafty to Pekin. The fqua- 
dron, in the mean time, received inftrudtibns 

to 
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te return to Cbufart harbour^, and to wait there" 
till further ordfeirs. , 

♦The junks, 0f Chiriefe vefTcls, ate formed on 
n conftrudlion I hever remember to have feen 
in any other part of the world. They are built 
of beach wood and bamboo, with a flat bot- 
tom ; they arc of different lizeSj from thirty to 
an hundred feet in length ; the breadtli df t!)c 
largeft arc from twenty to thirty feet, and the 
iinaller ones iti proportion. 

In this junk there was on the firfl: deck a 
range of very neat and commodious apart- 
ments j which were clean, and decorated with 
paintings. They confifted of threb fleeping 
apartments, a dining parlour, with a kitchen, 
and two rooms for forvants. The floor is 
made to lift Up by hatches all along the junk, 
to each of which there is a brafs ring : beneath 
is an hold, or vacant fpace for containing lum- 
ber ; and the quantity of goods that can be , 
flowed away in thefe places is almoft incre- 
dible. 

On the Upper or main deck, there is a range 
of, fourteen or fifteen fmall chambers, allotted 
for the life of the men belonging to the junk, 
and an apartment for thp captain or owner of 
the velfel. 

In the lower deck, the windows are made of 
wood, with very, fmall fquare, holes, covered 
H With 
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i? 93* with a fort of glazec^ tranfpaiTcnt papet; 
fafhes are divided into four .parts, and raar' 
take out occafionally, either to admit the air 
for coolnefs, or to fweeten the apartmentsj 
On the outfide there is a coloured curtain, that 
extends from one end of the junk to the other, 
which, in very hot weather, is unfurled and 
fixed iip to (hade the apartments from the heat 
of the fun. There are alfo Ihuttcrs, which 
Aide before the windows, to prevent the cfFefts 
of cold weather, or any inclemency of the 
feafon. 

There is a gang-way on both fides of the 
veflcl, about thirty inches broad, by way of 
. patfage, without entering into any of the 
apartments *, and though mahy of thefe veflels 
carry from* two to three hundred tonsj they 
only draw three feet Water, fo that they can be 
worked with eafe and fafety in the moft Ihoaly 
fivers. Some of thefe junks have two mafts, 
though, in general, they have but one, with a 
very awkward kind of rudder ; but the more 
elegant veflels of this kind, which I have juft 
deferibed, are only calculated for the navi^- 
tion of a river ; as they are not conftrufled with 
fufficient ftrength to refill the violent eflfeds of 
wind and weather. 

It is jifual for all veflels which navigate : 
rivers in China^ to have a lafnp> with a lighte« 

candh 
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caiidlc iri it, hoifted to the maft head, as foori 1793*, 
as it is dark, to prevent thofe accidents which 
•would otherwifc very frequently happen from » 
veflels running foul of each other. Thcfe lamps 
arc made of tranfparent paper, with characters 
painted on them, to notify what junk it is, or 
the rank of any paflengcrs on board it : if 
they arc pcrlbns of diftinilion, three of thcfe 
lanterns are ufually fufpended. The vcfTcl h 
alfo illuminated in other parts, particularly 
iDund the deck ; and the number of lights arc 
generally proportioned to the rank of the per- 
fons who occupy the junk. Th.e fspie fervice 
which the lamps perform by night, as far as 
relates to notification, is pcrfoj raed in the day- 
time by filkcn enfigns, whofc painted charac- 
ters fpecify in the fame manner, the cxifting 
circumftances of the vcffel. It may be eafily 
conceived, that, from the prodigious number 
of junks which navigate this river, a very pleaf- 
ing, and fometimes, indeed, a grand ciFeet 
is produced, by fuch an aflemblage of lights 
moving along the water. 

I am not qualified to determine whether it 
proceeds from the domeflic policy of the Chi- 
nefe, from prejudice in favour of long-eflab- 
iiflted habits/ or an ignorance ©f mechanics, 
but they have not made any advancement in 
the fcience of nav^ architedture : the junks of 
Ha the 
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*793* the laft cerituryj thofe of the prefent diy# 
are invarkbly the fame, 

‘ The order in which the yeffels appropriated 
for the puipofe of conveying the Britifli embafly 
to Pekin proceeded, was as follows : 

The grand Mandarin, and his fuite^ in five 
junks. 

. Junk, No. I. His Excellency the Earl Ma- 
cartney. 

— — — — a. Sir George and Mr. Staunton. 

• — - 3. Mr. Plumb, the Chinefe inter* 

preter. 

— — - -i- 4. Lieut. Col. Benfon, Lieut. Pa* 
rith, and Lieut. Crewe. ’ 
Capt. Mackintolh of the Hin- 
doftan, Mr. Maxwell, Drv 
Gillan, and Mr. Huttner. 

— — - ^ — 6. Mr. Barrow, Mf. Winder, and 
Mr. Baripg, (fon of Sir 
Francis Baring.) 

•— — — 7. Dr. Scott, Dr. Dinwiddie, Mr. 

Hickey, and Mr. Alexan- 
der. 

Thefe, with the junks which contained the 
foldiers, mechanics, and Servants, compo&d 
the naval proceiHon. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Lord Macartney leaves Mettm, and fets fail for 
Pekin. — Beauty and fertility of the country.— 

Various circumftances of the voyage. — ^he foldiers 
of China defer iked. — fhe navigation of the river. 

— Some account of the tea tree^ with the manner 
of making tea as a beverage. — Prodigious popula- 
tion of the country. — Arrive at the city of fyen' 
ftng : fame account of it. — A Chine fe play.— De- 
fer iption of the mandarin's palace ^ f^c, 

J. HIS morning the Ambaflador paid a vlfit »793* 
to the principal mandarin of Mettow, to take 
leave, on his departure for Pekin ; and at eleven 
o’clock, the fleet of junks, with his Excellency 
and the wh61e fuite on board, proceeded on 
their voj'agc. 

We received a large fnpply of provifions, Thurfday 
ready dreffed, together with tea, fugar, bread, 
vegetables of all forts, and a large quantity of 
fruit, confifting of apples, pears, grapes, and 
oranges, which never failed to make a part of 
thofe fupplies for the table with which the em- 
bafly was at all times furniflied, in the greatefl: 
abundance. We alfo received, at this time, a 
provifion of wood and chare for culinary 
• PI 3 ^ ufes. 
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'793? ufes.. I made fome inquiries after mineral coalj, 
but it was not known at Met tow, nor could I 
learn wither it is found or ufed in any part of 
China. 

Wc had proceeded but a very few miles up 
the river, wlicn the country difplayed profpecls 
of fuch peculiar novelty and beauty as would 
baffle any attempts of mine to deferibe tliem. 
The view on all tides prcti'nts fields rich in va- 
rious cultivation, with extenfive meadows co- 

■jt 

vered with fheep and the finefl: cattle. Their 
gardens appeared to be^ equally dilpofed for 
tlomeftic ufc and pleafure ; producing at the 
fame time abundance of vegetables, and the 
tinetl fruits; while the eye was charmed with 
the beauty of their feenery, and the gaiety of 
their decorations. On the firlt glimpfe of their 
grounds, whether applied to the more folid 
utes of agriculture, or the more elegant ar- 
rangemcqt of their gardens, in raifing grain 
and efeulent plants, or cultivating fruits and 
flowers, I was convinced that the Chinefe were 
no mean proficients in botanical knowledge, as 
well as in the fcience of farming, and the art^oP 
prnamcntal gardening, I alfo obferved, that 
^he fields were ^ well guarded by fences, both 
in the form of hedges and flone walls, as any 
I had feen in the enclpfed parts qf ray own 
pounfry. 
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During the day, the guards belonging to the 
mandarin marfched along the banks of the rivet ; Augnft. 
and at night pitched their tents oppofite«to the 
ftation where the junfe lay at anchor ; when 
they kept a regular watch till the hour of the 
morning appointed for the fleet to proceed on 
its voyage. The front of each tent was adorned 
with lamps, fo that the camp on Ihore, and the 
junks on the water, formed together a con- 
liderable illumination, and produced a very 
uncommon and plealing cfFe£t, 

The centincls on fhore have, each oMhemi, 
a piece of hollow bamboo, which they fhike at 
regular intervals, with a mallet, to*announce 
that they are awake and vigilant in their re- 
Ipedlive flations. This ciiftom, a^ I was in- 
formed by the peyings, or foldiers themfelves, 
is univerfal throughout the Chinefe army. 

We were awakened at a very early hour by FrMay ,, 
the found of the gongs, which formed the 
fignal for failing. 

The gong is an inllrument of a circular form, 
made of brafs; it refembles, in fome degree, 
the cover pf a large fte^anj'Ond is ufed as bclk 
or trumpets arc in Europe, to convey notice, 
or make fignals, from one place to another : 
when they are ftruck with a large wooden mal- 
let, which is covered with leather, a found is 

H 4 
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*793- produced that mjjy be diftinflly heard at the^ 
Auguft. diftance of a league. ' 

We received the ufual fupply of provifions, 
with the addition, for the firft time, of fame wine 
of the country in a ftone jar ; its colour is 
nearly that of what is called lifbon wine in 
England, and is equally clear; .it is rather 
ilrong, but of an unpleafant flavour, being 
harih and lharp,. and, ip fliort, has more th< 
tafle of vinegar than wine. The jar which cor 
tained it was equal, in meafure, to three Engli 
gallons, and the. mouth of it was covered with 
a large plantane leaf, clofcd in with a cap of 
day, on which was fixed a red label, marked 
with certain Chinefe charaders, to denote, as 
I fuppofe, ‘the contents of the veflcl. 

; We pafled feveral very populous towns on 
both tides of the river, but tituated at fome dif- 
tance from it. The Ambaflador, however, re- 
ceived military honours from the foldicrs be- 
longing to them, who were drawn up on the 
hank, on either fide, contiguops to their re-. 
fpedive cantonments, and furrounded by an 
immenfe crowd of .fpedators. ’ , . 

. The uniform of the foldiets confifts of a large 
pair of loofe black nankeen trowfers, which 
they ttufF into a kind of quilted cotton flock- 
Jugs, made in the form pf boots, They always 
. . wrap 
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wrap their feet in a cotton rag l^fore they draw 179^. 
thefe boots over their trowfers ; they add alfo a 'XusSu 
pair of very clumfy thoes, made of cotton, the 
foies of which arc, at leaft, an inch thick, and ' 

• very broad at the points. Thefe trowfers have 
no waifeband, fo that they lap over, and are. 
tied with a piece of common tape, to which is 
generally fufpended a fmall leathern bag, or 
purfe, to contain money. Thefe foldiers do 
not ufe either Ihirts, waiftcoats, or neckcloths ; 
but wear a large mantle of black nankeen, 
with loofe fleeves, which is edged with the fame 
material, but of a red colour. Kound their 
middle there is a broad girdle, ornamented in 
the center with what appears to be a pebble of 
about the fize of half-a-crown, though, as I 
was informed, it is an hard fuMance or palle 
made of rice. From this girdle is fufpended a 
pipe and bag to hold tobacco, on one fide, and 
a fan on the other; which are annually allowed 
them by the Emperor, as well as a daily por- 
tion of tobacco, a plant that grows in the uU 
mofi: abundance in every part of China. 

The Chinefe troops were always, when I faw 
them, drawn up in tingle ranks, with a great 
number of colours of fiandards, which are 
chiefly made of green filk, with a red border, 
and enriched with golden characters. They 
wear thpir fworda on the left fide, hut the 

handle 
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1793 * handle or hilt backwards, and the point' for- 
wards, fo that, when they draw thefe weapons, 
they put their hands behind their backs, and 
nntheath them without being immediately per- 
ceived ; a manoeuvre which they execute with 
great dexterity, and is well adapted for the 
purpofes of attack, as a foreign antagonilt, 
who is not accultomed to this mode of alTault, 
would be probably wounded, at leaft, before 
he was prepared to defend himfclf againft it. 
Under their left arm is flung a bow;, and a- 
quiver, generally containing twelve arrows, 
hangs on their backs : others are armed with 
match*locks of a very rufty appearance. 

Their heads are fhaved round the crown, 
ears, and, neck, except a fmall part on the back 
of the head, %hcre the hair, which is en- 
couraged to grow to a great length, hangs 
down their backs in a plait, and is tied at the 
end with a riband. They wear a lhallow ftraw 
hat very neatly made, which is neceflkrily tied 
under the chin with a ftj ing, and is decorated 
with a bunch of camel’s hair, dyed of a red 
colour. 

On all occafions, limilar to that which 
brought thefe troops to, the banks of the river 
to do military honour to the Britifli AmbafTa- 
dor, a temporary arch covered with filk is placed 
at each end of the line, in which the mandarins 

fit 
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t till the proceffion, or perfon to be faluted, 1793. 
jpear^, when they come forward and make 
icir appearance. Near thefe arches are three 
lall fwivels about thirty inches in length," 
hich are fixed in the ground with the muzzle 
)inting to the air i thefe are difeharged as the 
;rfon to be honoured with the falute pafles the 

andarin at the end of the line. This mode 
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' firing falutes the Chinefe very fenfibly adopt 
to prevent accidents, obferving, at the fame 
time, in their account of it, that a loaded gun 
fiiould never be levelled, but at their enemies. 

In the management of artillery and fire arms, 
it is not to be fuppofed that Europeans can de- 
rive any one improvement from the inhabitants 
of the eaft ; but we well know that very melan- 
choly, and fometimes fatal accidents are occa- 
fioned from the want of fimilar regulations, by 
the difeharge both of great guns and fmall arms 
on our days of public rejoicing. 

The houfes fcattered on the banks of the 
river were chiefly built of mud, rarely inter- 
mixed with ferae of a better form, which were 
conilrudted of flone, and finiflied witli great 
neatnefs, producing a very pretty etfedt, as we 
jjafTed them, from the water. 

The women at thefe places, qf whom we 
faw . great numbers, have their feet and ancles 
iiniverfelly boqnd with red tape, to prevent, 
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»793' as it is faid, their feet from growing the lUltural 
lize ; fo very light is this bandage drawn rouncl 
them, tliat they walk with great dii&culty ; and 
'when we cotilider that this extraordinary prac- 
tice commences with their infancy, it is rathqr 
a matter of furprife that they fliould be able to 
walk at all.’ If we except this ftrange manage- 
ment, or rather mifmanagement, of their feet, 
and their head-drefs; there is very little dif- 
tinc^lion between the drefs of the males and 
females. 

The women wear their hair combed back on 
the crown of the head, and fmoolhed with 
oinlnifnt ; it is then neatly rolled into a fort 
of club, and ornamented with artificial flowers 
and large filver pins; the hair on the back 
part of the head is done \ip as tight as poflible 
and inferted beneath the club. In every other 
rcfpc(5t their drqfs correfponds with that of the 
men : tlicy dificr, indeed, in .nothing from 
tliat of the foldiers, which has been already 
deferibed, but that they bear no arms, have no 
red border on their cloatfis, or tuft of hair on 
their hats. 

■ As far as I oould judge of the length of this 
' day’s ' voyage, it could not have exceedei 
twenty-four miles ; in the couffe of whicli we 
reckoned upwards of fix' hundred junks that 
pafled us, and I may fay, without the Icaft fear 
3 ‘ of 
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f exaggeration, that we faw twree that nunl- 
ei lying at anchor ; nor fhall I hefitate to add, 
liat, on the moll moderate computation, we 
i^eheld at leall half a million of people. 

The rivetj befides the variety and extdnt of 
its navigation, is in kfclf^ grand and beautiful 
objedVj enriched with an equal dillribution of 
rich and pidlurefque feenery, ; its courfe waves 
in the finell meanders ; its banks on either fide 
are adorned with elegant villas and delightful 
gardens ; while the more dillant country offers 
the intermingled profpedl of fplendid cultivation 
and landtiape beauty. ^ ' 

The fleet came to anchor clofe into the Ihorc 
at eight o’clock in the evening. 

The gongs, as ufual, gave the fignal for 
weighing anchor, and proceeding on our voy- 
age. The weather was extremely hot and ful-* 
trj^, and the country continued to wear that ap- 
pearance of fertility, which had hitherto dillin- 
guilhed it. 

We for the firll time faw Ibme plantations of 
the tea tree, an objedl which was rather inte- 
lling to the natives of a country, where, though 
. le climate will not admit of its growth, it has 
efeended, from being a luxury, into a necef- 
iry of life. 

The tea tree is ofadwarffize, with a nar- 
ow leaf refembling Dayrtle. It was the feafon 

when 
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t793* whett thefe tr^s were in blofTom, whlcb the 
Chinete pluck and dry; and the younger the 
blotTom isj when plucked, the higher the fla- 
vour of the tea is confidered with which it is, 
mixed. 

It is a curious circumflancc that, although 
this province is fo abundant in its produce of 
tea, it appears to be a very fcarce commodity 
among the lower dais of [people; as the men 
belonging to our junk never failed, after we had 
flnilhed our breakfaft, to requeft the boon of 
our tea-leaves, which they drained and fpread 
in the fyn until they were dry ; they then boiled 
them fora certain time, and poured them with 
the liquor into a ftone jar, and this formed their 
ordinary beverage. When the water is nearly 
drawn off, they add more boiling water ; and 
in this manner thefc leaves are drawn and re- 
boiled for feveral weeks. On fome particular 
occalions, they put a few grains of frelh tea into 
a cup, and, 'after having poured boiling water 
Upon it. Cover it up ; when it has remained in 
this llatc for a few minutes, they drink it with- 
out fugar, an article which the Chinefe never 
mix with tea. 

We this day pafled feveral populous villages^ 
compofed of very neat hoyfes of one ftory^ and 
built of brick ; and frwn everjr one of them 
the Ambaffador received thofd honours which 

have 
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•een already defcribed. Tlie ctowds of 1793* 
e which alTembled to fee a parade of 
fo much novelty as the fleet that conveyed thd 
Britifli cmbafly, were beyond all calculation} 

'and gave us a complete idea of the immenle po- 
pulation attributed to the Chinefe empire. Nor 
was the .flate of the navigation that appeared on 
the river Icfs aftonifliing; the junks which we 
continued to fee at every moment of our paf- 
fage, were fometimes fo numerous, that tlie 
water was covered with them. 

The fleet came to an anchor at the ufual hour 
of eight o’clock in the evening. 

At four o’clock in the morning wc renewed Simdiy u. 
our voyage ; the country flill appearing in its 
ufual ftate of fertility and beauty]; and as far as 
the delighted eye could reach, an uncultivated 
fpot was no where to be feen. 

The banks of the river were now varied with 
fields of millet and rice. The flalks of the 
former arc very tall, with branching leaves, 
and the points of them bear the feed, whiqh is 
a very principal article of food in this country. 

The rice grows very much like our corn, and 
thrives befl in a marfliy foil : I obferved, in- 
“deed, that fome of the rice fields were entirely 
covered with water. 

About fix o’clock we approached the city of 
.Tyen-flng, where we were toet by crowds of 

fpcdta- 
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1793 * ipe<^tors, in junks and on the ihofe^ 
that defied all attempt 40 calculate their num> 
hers. 

As we proceeded, we law a long range of 
heaps, or ricks, of faltj in ranks or columns 
of fifty each, from front to rear: thefe heaps 
are about eighteen or twenty feet fquare, and 
twenty-four feet in height, and are covered with 
matting to preferve them from the efFedls of the 
weather ; each of them containing, as I was 
iriforraed^ about five hundmd tons of fait. In 
this order, and without variation, or interrup- 
tion, the range continued for two miles along 
the banks Of the river. For what purpofe this 
imraenfe quantity of fait was depofited there, I 
could not learn *, nor was there any appearance 
of a manufactory to jollify the idea of its being 
made thcrci 

At nine o’clock we entered the city, araidfl: 
the noife and fhoutings of, I doubt not, fome 
hundred thoufands of fpeClators. The houfes 
of this place are built of brick, and> in general,- 
are carried to the height of two llories, with 
roofs of tiles : they arc all of a lead colour, 
and had a very neat and pretty appearance^ 
The place, however, is not formed on any ce-' 
gular plan : the flreets, or rather alleys, mre fo 
narrow, as to admit,' with difficulty^ two pw- 
fons to walk abfeafl ; and have no pavement. 

It 
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It is, however, of great extent, and populous 
beyond dcfcription. . 

Before the palace of the mandarin,, a larger 
,l)ody of troops were drawn up than we had yet; 
fecn, who carried, at leaft, one hundred and 
fifty ftandards. 

At half paft ten, the Ambaflador, attended 
by all his fuite, guards, &c. in full formality, 
went on fhore to pay a vifit to the chief man- 
darin of the city, whofe palace is at a fmall dif- 
tance from the river, and placed in the center 
of a very fine garden : it is a lofty edifice, built 
of brick, with a range of palifadoes in the front, 
fancifully gilt and painted. The center build- 
ing has three, and the wings two ftories. The 
outfide wall is decorated with paintings, and the 
roof is coloured with a yellow vaniith that pro- 
duces a very tplendid efFeft. This building 
contains feveral interior courts, handfomely 
paved with broad, flat ftones. 

The Ambaflador and his fuite were enter-» 
.tained with a cold collation, confifting of dithes 
drefled in the falhion of the country, with tea, 
fruit, and a great variety of confc6lionary ; a 
branch of table luxury which is well under» 
flood by the Chinefc. 

A play was alfo performed on the occafion, 
as a particular mark of refpeft and attention to 
the diflinguilhed vifitor. Hie theatre is a fquare 
I building. 
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iy93* buildijig, built principally of wood, and Is 
erected in the front of the mandarin’s palace. 
The ftage, or platform, is furrounded with gal- 
leries; and the whole was, on this occafion, 
decorated with a profufion of ribands, and 
lilken llreaniers of various colours. The the- 
atrical- exhibitions conlilled chiefly of war- 
like reprefentations : luch as imaginary battles, 
with fwords, Ipears, and lances ; which wea-' 
pons the performers managed with an aftonifh- 
ing adivity. The feenes were beautifully gilt 
and painted, and the drefles of the adors were 
ornamented in conformity to the enrichments of 
the fcencry. The exhibition received alfo an 
agreeable variety from fcveral very curious de- 
ceptions by flight of band and theatrical ma- 
chinery. There was alfo a ditjilay of that tpe- 
cies of agility which we call tumbling; wherein 
the performers executed their parts with fupc- 
'lior adilrcfs and ad'tlvity. Some of the adors 
■ were drefled in female charaders ; but I was 
informed. at tlie-time, that they were eunuchs, 
as the Chitiefe never fuffer their >vomcn to ap- 
pear in fuch a ftale of public exhibition as the 
ilagc. The performance was alfo enlivened by 
a band of inufic, which confifted entirely of 
wind inflruments : fome of them were very 
long and refemblcd a trumpet ; others had the 
appearance of French-homs, and clarinets : 

the 
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Ihe fourlds of the latter brought to tny recol- ij'Qj* 
lection that of a Scotch bag-pipe ; and their 'au^ 
concert, being deftitute both of melody and 
harmony, was of courfe very difagreeable to 
our ears, which arc accuftomed to fuch per- 
fection in thofe eflcntial points of mufic. But; 
we had every reafon to be fatlsfied with the en- 
tertainment, as the circumllances of it were re- 
plete with novelty and curious amufement. 

The drefs of the foldiets, as well as their 
arms and accoutrements, was the fame as thofe 
Vvhich we have already deferibed, except in an 
additional colour ; as it was now‘ white and 
blue, though equally bound with the lame 
broad red binding. Some of thefe foldiers, on 
the prelciit occaliort, were employed, with long 
whips, to keep off the crowd from preffing on 
the proceiCon of the Ambaflador and his 
fuite. 

His Excellency was laluted, both on his ar- 
rival and at his departure, with three pieces of 
fmall ordnance : and foon after his return to 
the veflcl the fleet fet fail, amidll the greateft 
concourle of boats and people I ever beheld 
indeed, fo great was the crowd of both, that I 
confidered it as impoflible for us to pafs on 
without being the witnefles of confiderable 
milchief. One vejy old junk that lay at anchor 
had fuch a number, of people on board it, 

I 2 to 
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1793. ' to fee the extraordinary light of the day, that 
the fternmoft part of the deck yielded to the 
' enormous preflure, and fuddenly gave way, 
when about forty of thefe curious people fell 
into the river, and fevcral of tlicm were un- 
fortunately drowned. Some were, indeed, 
faved by clinging to the ropes which were 
thrown out to them ; though it was very evi- 
dent to thofe who witnefled the accident, that 
curiolity rather than humanity prevailed on the 
occalion; and that the people* were more 
anxious to get a light of the foreigners, than to 
iave the lives of their countrymen, 

We received the ufual fupply of provilions 
of all kinds, and a large jar of wune, from the 
mandarin, whicli contained about ten Englilh 
gallons : it was found to be of a much fuperior 
quality to that which had been fent on a former 
occalion, and had not only the flavour, but 
the colour of mountain. 

A conlidcrablc proportion of thefe provilions 
was diftributed among the crews of the junks, 
who received fuch an acceptable mark of kind- 
nefs with the utmoft gratitude and delight. 
The fuperfluous holpitality of their country 
proved, as it ought to do, a fource of occalional 
plenty to thefe poor people, during the courfe 
of that voyage in which we, were conducted by 
their Ikill.and labour. 


It 
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It may here be mentioned^ that as the quota 1793, 
of provilions allotted by the Chinefe govern- 
ment for the maintenance of the embafly, was 
on the calculation that every individual kept a 
feparate table, it muft have been, as it really 
was, infinitely beyond the poflibility of being 
confumed by thofc alone for whofe ufc it wa| 
prcfentcd. 
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CHAP, Vl. 

i'ioknt Jioms of thunder and lightning. — Prefints 
' dijiributed among the fuite of the embajfy. — The 
manner of tozving the junks. — Ihe ordinary meals, 
of the Chinefe, and their mode of preparing them. 
— "The increajing appearance of the navigation . — 
'Strange habits of the hwer chffes of the natives,'— 
Pajfed the town of Cho-tang-poa.—Qrcumfiances, 
of the river. — A vifit from the mandarin of Tyen~ 
Jing to the'AmhaJjador. — His procejjtoti defcribed. 
—Ihe neatnefs, fertility, and various produHions 
of the fields on each.fitde of the river. 

A'BOUT four o’clock in the morning, there 
was a moft tiremendous florm of thunder, light- 
ning, and rain, which lafted about two hours. 

The mandarin of Tyen-fing having lent 
three parcels of coloured lilk, as a prefent, to. 
be diliributed among the embaffy, Mr. Max-: 
well, b,yLx)rd Macartney’s order, delivered two 
pieces of it to each gentleman in his fuite : but 
as the remainder did not allow of a hmilar 
divilion, the lots were all feparated and’ num- 
bered ; when the mechanics, fervants and muli- 
cians, took their riiance in drajving them, and, 

except 



( ”9 ) 

cxcepf three perfons, they all obtained two pieces 1 79 ^ 
of the manufacture. The foldiers received, 
each of them, half a piece : thefe pieces were 
only half a yard wide, and about feven yards 
and a half in length : the colours were green, 
mulberry, and pink ; but the tilk was of a very 
indifferent quality, and would not, in England, 
he worth more than eighteen pence a yard. 

During the great part of this day the junks 
were towed along by men particularly hired for 
tliat purpofe : and-the mode of drawing thefe 
vcflcls, as may be fappofed, is very different 
from that employed on limilar occafions in any 
of the European rivers. 

On all the rivers of China there are largo 
bodies of men, whofe bufinefs it is to^drag, or 
tow the junks, when the wind or tide fails. The 
method of proeeeding in, this bufinefs is by ' 
faflening one rope to the raaft, and another to 
the head ’of the junk, which, being properiy 
fecured, the draughtfmen take the rope oh Ihore 
along with them ; the Icn^h of which muft 
depend, in a great meafure, on the breadth of 
the river. Tltefe men have', each of them, a 
piece of wood, about two feet and a half in 
length, with a piece of flout cord at each end, 
by whicJi it is faflened to the ropes attached to 
the junk: thefe pieces of wood being thrown 
over their heaths, r(Al upon their brcafls, and by 
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1793 * leaning againft theni the towers ihcreafe the 

Aijir' power of their exertions: they are thus harneflr 
ed, if I may ufc the expreffion, in a ftrait line, 
at the diliance of about a pace and a half from 
each other, and when they are all ready, the 
leader of them gives the lignal ; they then be- 
gin a particular kind of march, the regularity of 
whofe Hep is eflential to the draught of the vef- 
^cl,and can onlybe niaintaincd bya fort of chime 
which they chant on the occalion : this chime, 
oferj', is a kind of brierfong ; but the words, 
^ far as I could learn, have no more meaning 
annexed to them, than the bawling tones em- 
ployed by our teamen, as notices to pull at the 
fame moment: they appeared, however, to give 
the following diiliniSt, articulate founds, not 
altogether unlike fome of thole which we might 
hear on the Thames, or the Severn. — Hoy- 
alla hoya ; — which wordy for it is delivered as 
one, was regularly fuccceded by the following 
ones — hoya, hoya, hoy — waudiThoya. Thefe 
words are fung in a regular tunc ; and fo uni- 
vcrfal is this cuhom among the clafs of labour- 
ing Chinefe, that they cannot, perform the moh: 
ordinary work, where numbers are employed 
together, - without the aid of this vocal accom-; 
paniment ; which I was dilpofed to think,, had 
Ibipc agreeable notes in it. 


It 
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It fecmed, indeed, to be neoeflary that thefe 17^3. 
poor men ihould have confolation to fupport, 
or fome aid to allift them in the labour of 
dragging thefe large junks, both night and day, 
which is frequently increafed by muddy banks, ' 
and murfliy Ihorcs ; where I have fometimes 
fecn them wading up to their very Ihoulders, 
and dragging one another, as well as the vefTel, 
after them. 

This morning, at feven o’clock, we received Tuefday ir 
our ufual fupply of provilions, which we were 
obliged to drefs ourfelyes ; as the Chinpfe are 
fo very dirty in their cookery, that it was im- 
potfiblc for the inhabitants of a country where 
clcanlinefs is fo prevailing a circumftance of 
the kitchen, unlefs impelled by fevere hunger, 
to fubmit tp it. Their manner of dreffing meat 
is by cutting it in very fmall pieces, which they 
fry in 6il, with roots and herbs. They have 
plenty of foy and vinegar, which they add by 
way of fauce. 

The diet, which the common people provide 
for themfelves is always the fame, and they take 
their meals with the utmoft regularity, every 
four hours ; it cpnfifts of boiled rice, and fome- 
times of millet, with a few vegetables or turnips 
chopped’fmall, and fried in oil ; this they put 
into a bafon, and, when they mean to make a 
regale, they pour ibme foy upon it. 

The 
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*793. The manner of boiling rice is the only cir- 
Au^ cumftance of cleanlinefs vyhich I have obferved 
among them. They take a certain quantity 
rice and wafh it well in cold water ; after which 
it is drained off through a fieve : they then put 
the rice into boiling water, and when it is quite 
foft, they take it out with a ladle, and drain it 
again through a lieve v they then put it into a 
clean veflcl, and cover it up : there it remains 
till it is blanched as white as fnow, and is as 
dry as a oruft, when it becomes a moft excellent 
fubftitute for bread. 

The table on which they eat their meals is 
no more than a foot from the ground, and they 
fit round it on the floor : the velTel of rice is 
then placed near it, with which eacli pcrtcin fills 
a fmaU bafon ; he then with a couple of chop- 
fticks picks up his fried vegetables, which he- 
eats with his rice; and this food they glut down 
in a moft voracious manner. Except on days 
of facrifice, or rejoicing, the common people of 
China fcldora have a better diet. Their drink, 
which has already been deferibed, is an infuflon 
of tea-lc3,ves. 

We tins day pailed feveral very populous 
villages, though, as far as our experience qua- 
lified us to determine, there is no fuch thing as 
a village which is not populous ; and perhaps, 

after . 
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.ter all, among the wonders of this country the 1 793. 
opulation is the greateft. AuguftT 

The fhores' of the river were this day lined 
vith fuch crowds of people to fee us, as to baffic 
all detcription ; and the number of junks which 
we patTed in this day’s voyage, I folcmnly be- 
lieve, without the lead, exaggeration, amounted 
to at leaft four thoufand : and if the people we 
faw in the different villages are calculated at 
twenty times that number, the account, I be- 
lieve, is very much below the reality. At each 
of thefc places the Ambaffador was faluted in 
the manner which has already been dcicribcd. 

Although it is not a very delicate pidlurc to 
prefent to the attention of my readers, yet, as 1 
profels to give a relation of every thing which t - 
tiiw, I fhall not omit to mention, that, this 
evening, two of the CJhinefe belonging to our 
junk flripped themfclves naked, and, picking 
off the vermin, which were found in great 
plenty on their cloaths, proceeded to eat them 
with as much eagernefs and apparent fatif- 
fadtion, as if they were a gratifying and deli- 
cate food. 

The weather 'was extremely hot and fultry, Wfdnec. 
and the mofquit'os fo troublefome during the 
night, as td prove a very painful interruption to 
our repofe. 

We continued to q)afs very extenfive fields 
of millet and rice, and the country, as we pro- 
ceeded. 
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cceded, maintained its chaia^ler for fertility, 
cultivation, and abundance ; though in feveral 
parts it afiumed a more varied and irregular ap- 
pearance than we had yet feen. 

In the forenoon we palTed a large town, 
whofe name is Cho-tung-poa. It is plcatantly 
iituated on the bunks of the river, and is a 
place of contiderable extent. The houfes are, 
pf brick, and in general do not afeend beyond 
one flory ; they were here remarkable for the 
walls which were erected in the front of them, 
over which a great number of ladies were feen, 
taking a view of the junks as they pafled be- 
fore the town, vyhile thel fpcdlators, whom 
tniriofity had led to the banks of the river, 
were, as uliial, in fuch numbers as to renew 
our aftonilhinent. ' 

Wc now came to a fork of the river, and 
over the lateral branch of it there were two 
bridges of two arches, built of llone in aplea- 
fmg form, and contlru£led with the appearance, 
of no common architectural knowledge. . At a 
fmall diftance from them were the ruins of 
another bridge of one arch ; it had been built 
of hewn ftonc, and the part wjikh remained 
|)ore the appearance of regular deiign and Euro- 
pean mafonry. At a fmall didance from this 
ruin, and on a gentle eminence,, was the feat 
pr villa of the mqpdarm) It is a new Hone. 

. building 
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building of two ftories, in a pleating Ityie of »793- 
architedlure, with a flight of flops riling to the 'Xiiua. 
door. The approach to it was tljrough a neat 
gateway, which was not quite flnished; the 
mafons were then employed in completing it ; 
and I was rather furprifed on obferving that 
their fcaffblding Was ereded on the fame prin- 
ciple, and their work conduded very much in 
the fame manner, as is employed and pradifed 
by the builders of our own country. 

The junks were towed during the greatctl 
part of this day ; and at Ak o’clock in the even- 
ing they came to anchor near the fhore. 

In a fliort time after the fleet got to iis 
moorings, the grand mandarin of Tycn-fing, 
cfcortcd by a nuiherous train of attendants, 
came to pay a Viflt to the Britifh Ambalfador. 

The proceflion commenced with an advanced 
troop of men, who were employed in fliouting 
aloud as they came on, in order to notify the 
approach of the mandarin, that the way might 
be cleared from paffengers, and any accidental 
obflacle removed w'hich might impede his pro- 
-grefs. This party was followed at fome dif- 
laoce by two men carr}in^ large umbrellas of 
red filk, with broad pendent curtains *of the 
fame material ; they aipe ufed to fliclter the 
palankin from, the burning rays of tfle fun. A 
large band of flarrdard-bearers thenfucceed: 

‘s' the 
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1753 * the foot foldich follow ; the palankin next ap 
pears which bears the •mandarin, and a large 
efcort of cavalry doles the proceflion. 

Such is the manner in which perfons of dif-. 
tindion travel in China ; and their particular 
rank and quality is marked by the number of 
their attendants. 

The mandarin of Tyen-ling remained with 
Lord Macai;tney about an hour ; and, on his 
return,, tlie proceffioq was illuminated by a 
great number of people bearing lamps and 
torches, which produced a very Iplendid ap- 
pearance. 

Thjtf- 'j'jjg iiggt continued to be extreme ; the 
country varies not in the fertility of its appear- 
ance, and the large fields of corn which we 
palled to-day, appeared to be as fine, both as 
to crop and cultivation, as thofe which are 
the boall of England. We alfo pafled a large 
plantation of tea, and a vaft number of boxes 
ranged in order, for the purpofe of packing the 
tea, and fending it to Canton. 

In this day's voyage the- banks of the river 
Appeared in fuch various cloathing of art and 
nature, as to diftraft the attention; and the 
alternate view of extenfive meadows,, luxuriant 
fields, and the molt beautiful gardens, did not 
fuffer the gratification of the eye, or the mind^ 
to be for a monaent fulpended. 


In 
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In tlie evening I went on fliore, and walked ,^7^ 
along the banks of the river for a couple of Auguft. 
miles ; and, on a nearer examination of the 
corn-fields, I found that the grain, which was ’ 
now almoft ripe, was of the beft quality, and 
the hulbandry equal to that of the Engliih 
farmer. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. vir. 

Arrive at the city of ‘long-tchew, where the voyage 
ettds.-^The embaffy di/embarks ; ceremonies on the. 
occajion. — The place appointed for the reception of 
tbeprefents and the baggage defcribed.—~Defcription 
of the building appropriated for the refidence of the 
Ambajfador and his fuite. — The domejlicworjhip of 
the Chinefe.^The enteii'tainment of the entbajjy . — 
An account of the city of Tong-tchew, — Circum- 
Jlances relative to its civil government. — Thepre- 
fents for the E^nperor examined. — The artillery etc^ 
ercifed. — Vijit from the mandarin,- — The death of 
Mr. Eades, and his funeral.- — The Ambajfador re^ 
ceives notice of his departure for Pekin. 

1793. we proceeded on our voyage the villages' 

Auguft became more frequent, and the people m6re 
Friday 16. numcrous. We continued to receive our ufaal 
fupply of meat, fowls, vegetables, and fruit ; ' 
and about five o’clock in the afternoon of Ihia 
day, wc arrived at the city of Tong-tchew, 
whi^ is fituated at the diftance of about twenty 
miles from Pekin, and where our voyage up - 
this fine river found its termination^ It may 
appear to be a continual repetition of the fame 

" fubje^ 
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fubje^l!f but tbe cjrcuraflaniie appeared to be ‘793* 
fo extraordinary tb/it I cannot fail to repeat it, 
by obferving that at this place, the people who 
.covered the.banhs of the river far exceeded in 
;■ number any thing that we had yet feen. 

Soon after the arrival of the fleet at this 
place, Lord Macartney and Sir George Staun- 
ton, accompanied by the conducting mandarin, 
Van-Tadge-fn, went on there to infped the 
place allotted for the landing the prefents and 
baggage, which the Chinefe had previoufly 
crcdlcd for that purpofe. It contained about 
the tpacc of an acre, fenced in with matting, 

Ikud furnithed with long theds made of uprights 
of wood and matting, with a roof of the latter, 
in order to prevent the packages from being 
injured by the rain or dew. The ground was 
entirely covered with mats, and the place well 
guarded on all Tides by petty mandarins and 
jbldiers. 

The grand mandarin of the place fent to in- 
form the Ambafladot, tliat a public breakfaft 
would be prepared at the place allotted for the 
refidence of the embafly, during its flay at 
Tong-tchew, on the following morning at 
feven o’clock ; to which Lord Macartney and 
1ms .whole fuite, including mechanics, ’ foldiers, 
and lervants, were invited. Notice of this 
general melTagc was confcquently given to each 
K junk, 
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*793- junk, aiid orders* wete at the fame time iflued 
*Auguft! to prepare for ditembarkation. 

Sawtdaji?, At fix o’clock this morning two palankins 
■were fent for Lord Macartney and Sir George 
Staunton, who, in about an hour after their 
arrival, left the junks, and were carried to 
their appointed refidcnce, efcorted by a party 
of Ckinefe foldiers, and an immenfc concourfc 
of Ipedtators. 

The breakfaft confifted of a profufion of 
ftews and made difiics, meat of all kinds, tea, 
wines, boiled eggs, with a great variety of 
fruits and elegant confcc^tionary. 

A certain number of coolies, or porters, in 
fmall boats, were ordered to each junk, to re- 
move all the articles belonging to the place 
already mentioned as prepared for their re- 
ception. During the greater part of the fore- 
noon I was employed in taking carC' that the 
proportion of baggage committed to my charge 
was conveyed in fafety to the fheds. , 

At the gate of this inclofurc there were two 
Chinefe officers, who infpccted all cafes and 
packages which were brought from the junks : 
they firfl took their dimenfions, of which they 
appeared to take a written account, and then 
palled, as it feemed to me, a counterpart of 
their minute on every feparate article ; nor was 
a fingie box, package, or parcel, fiiffered to 
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i *31 ) 

]pafs, till it had undergone this previous cere- 1793* 
mony ; which was efpecially ordered, as I wm 
informed, to afr^rtain to the Emperor the quan- 
tity of prefents and baggage in pofleffion of the 
embafly. 

Every exertion was made both by us and the 
natives to complete the'landiug of our cargoes 
from the junks ; and fo much expedition was 
ufed on the occafion, that the whole of the pri- 
vate baggage, and a great part of the prefents, 
were fafely brought on fhore, and placed in the 
depot, in the courfe of this day. 

The houfc, which had been appropriated by 
the Chinefe government for the rcfidenec of the 
Britifh Amballador at Tong-tchew, is lituated 
about three quarters' uf a mile from the river, 
and about one -mile from the city, and Aands 
on a rifing ground. It had a neat appearance, 
but was fo very low, as to have no claim to 
that diftindlion which it might be expected to 
poflefs,’ when we confidcr the purpofes to 
which it was applied. It rifes no higher in any 
part of it than one ftory. 

The entrance to this building Is a common 
fquare gateway, that opens into a neat, clean 
court, ^ which was occupied by the foldiers be- 
longing to the embafly, as a kind of barracks ; . 
another court beyond it, and to which there 
was an afeent of* three fleps, contained feveral 
K 2 finall 
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*793* finall buildings, occupied bj the Chinele who 
belonged to the houte ; immediately adjoining 
to it. Lord Macartney’s fervants occupied a 
£mi}ar lituation. Oppofite to the fervants 
quarter was a fmall fquare building, which ia 
ufed as a place of worfhip, and contains only 
one room of common dimentions : in the mid- 
dle of this chamber thete was an altar, with 
three porcelain figures as large as life placed 
upon it ; there were alfo candlcfticks on each 
fide of it, which were lighted regularly every 
morning and evening, and at fuch other times 
as perfons come there to pay their devotions. 
Before thefe images there is a fmall pot of dull, 
in which are inferted a number of long matches, 
that are alfo lighted during the times of wor- 
fhip. When the period of devotion is paid, 
the candles are extinguifhed, and the flame of 
the matches blown out, but the matches are 
left to moulder away. When this ceremony 
is over, an attendant on the altar , takes a foft 
mallet, with which he flrikes a bell that is 
fiiipended toil, three times; the perfons pre- 
fent then kneel before the images,, and bow 
down their heads three times to the ground, 
with their hands clafped in each other,' which 
they extend over their heads as they rife ; a 
Jow obcifancc is then feen to conclude the 
^ceremony of the daily worfhip of the Chjnefe ; 
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which is termed- by them •Chin-chin-jolh> or 
W'orthip of God. 

Such is the dometlic mode of worfhip that 
prevails throughout the whole empire of China, 
as every inhabitant of it, from the meaneft 
pcafant to the Emperor himfclf, has an altar, 
and a deity ; the mod wretched habitation is 
equally furnifhed in regard to its idols, tliough, 
as may be fuppofcd, in proportionate degrees 
of form and figure, with the Imperial palace. 
Nor are thofe who are confined to the occupa- 
tions of the water without them-; every kind of 
Vcflel that navigates the fea, or the river, being 
provided with its deity and its altar. 

The court adjoining to this domcfiic chapel 
is occupied by the Chinefe, and employed as a 
kitchen; from therice there is a circular en- 
trance to that part of the building which was 
particularly afligned to the Ambaffador and his 
fuite. 

It furrounds a very handtbine and Ipacious 
court, which was ufed as a dining apartment 
on the occafion ; on one fide of it there was an 
elegant platform, raifed on two fteps, wnth a 
bcautifitl roof, fupported by four gilt pillars ; 
and an awning w'as ftretched over the whole 
court ‘to prote61: it from the heat of the fun. 
This place was furniljied alfo with beautiful 
lamps> regularly. ditjjerfed all around it: they 
• K 3 confift 
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>793* conlijft of frames made of box- wood, lined with 
Au^. trantparent filk and flowered gauze of various 
colours, which, when the lamps are lighted, 
add very much to the pleating efFedl of the il- 
lumination. The two principal tides of the 
court were occupied by the gentlemen of the 
fuite, who tlept in two equal divitions in thcfc 
feparate apartments. Lord Macartney and Sir 
George Staunton were each accommodated with 
a diflin6t and feparate wing of the building. 

At two o’clock dinner was ferved up for the 
AmbatTador and his company ; it contifted of 
about one hundred various dithes, dretfed accor- 
ding to thccookery of the country: they contifted 
principally of flews, and were ferved in finall 
bafons ; but there were neither table-cloths, or 
knives and forks ; and the only method thetb 
people liave of conveying their meat to the 
mouth is by fmall pointed lengths of wood, or 
ivory, in the form of pencils. It is abfolutely 
neceflary, therefore, that their folid food thould 
be cut in fmall pieces. 

During the time of dinner, a great number 
of Chinefe, who belonged, as I tiippofe, to the 
mandarin, w'hofe office it was to fuperintend 
the arrangements made for the accommodation 
of the cmbafTy, crowded round the table; 
when they not only exprefled their furprifo 

by 
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by peculiar a^lions and gcftijres, but frequently *793* 
burft into fliouts of laughter. au^a 

In order to give* all poflible dignity and im- »*• 
portance to the embafly, a guard of Britith fol- 
diei's were ordered to attend on the Ambaflador’s 
apartments ; but as they were removed from 
public view, thefe ccntinels were placed at the 
outer gate, and the entrance of the inner court, 
that they might attradl the notice of the Chi- 
nefe, and elevate the contequence of the diplo- 
matic million in the general opinion of the* 
j)eoplc of ■ the eountry ; a circumftance on 
which the fuccefs of it was fuppofed, in a great 
meafure, to depend. 

In the Icveral apartments of the building 
appropriated to the relidence and ufes of the 
embafly, Chinefe fervauts were diftributed, to 
fupply thofe who were difpofed to call for 
drink, with the beverage of the country : fuch 
as kie tigau, hot tea ; liang tigau, cold tea ; 
with liang fwee, cold water ; kie fwce, hot 
water; pyngfwee, ice water; and any of thefe 
liquo;rs were ready to be brought whenever they 
Ihould be demanded, fromamearly hour of the 
day, till night. 

This morning I took the opportunity to vifi.t 
the city of Tong-tchew, with its fuburbs ; and 
with no fijiall fatigue, and feme trouble, I tra- 
verfed the greateft par? o# it. 

• K4 
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It iappears to beljuilt in a f(Juare form, and 
is defended-by a veiy ftrong Jofty wall, with a 
deep ditch on the outfide of it in the moll ac- 
celiible parts : the wall makes a' circuit of 
about fix miles, is thirty feet high, and fix 
broad : it has three gates, which are well forti- 
fied ; each being defended by ramparts mount- 
ed with cannon : there is alfo a ftrong guard 
within them towards the city, in a ftate of re- 
gular duty. Thcfe gates are always fhut at 
ten at night, and opened at four in the morn- 
ing ; tlic keys of which are always lodged with 
the mandarin of the city at night, and returned 
to the officer of the guard in the morning ; on 
which occafioji a report is made of whatever 
may have occurred, and fuch orders are iflued 
as circumftances may require. 

The houfes of this city are like the greater 
part of thofe I have Icen in China, and rofe no 
, higher than one ftory : they differ, however, in 
fome degree, from the common habitations of 
other places which we have paffed, as they arc 
here almolt univcrlally built of wood; there 
being very few Hone or brick houfes to be feen, 
but fuch as are inhabited by the mandarins of 
. the place. 

The exterior appearance of the houfes is very 
pleating from the ^rettinefs of their decora- 
tions ; but they are mbit wretchedly furnilhed 
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within, if that term can he applied where there is * 793* 
very little or no furniture at all. They hav6 auju^ 
only one apartment behind their ftiops, which 
is without floor or pavement, .and muft ferve 
‘them for every domeflic ufc and employment. 

Before the doors of the thops, wooden pillars 
are ere6ted, from which an awning is fufpended 
during the day, to proteft not only the paflen- 
gers, but the fhopkeepers tllcmfelves, from the 
rays of the fun : fome of thefe pillars are con- 
flderably higher than the houfes before which 
they ftand ; and are not only gilt and painted, 
but decorated with flrearaers, which ferve as 
ligns to denote the commodities of the parti- 
cular fliops ; the tops of them are frequently 
mounted with a wooden figure, which ferves 
as a direction to the fpot. 

As to variety, either in tlie form or dimen- 
fions of the houfes or fhops, there is none ; for 
an ^Imoft' univerfal famenefs prevails in the 
flreets of this extenfive city : they difter, in- 
deed, in breadth ; and the inhabitants of thofe. 
which arc narrow Ipread matting from the 
tops of the houfes quite acrofs the flreet, which 
is a very agreeable circumftance in the hot fea- 
fons : there is alfo, for the convenience of foot 
paflengers*, a pavement of four feet in breadth 
op each fide of cverv ftreet. 
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J793- Glafs is note any where ufed in China for 
Auguf^, windows, and tlie common fubftitute for it is^a 
thin glazed paper, which is pafieid on theinfide 
of a wooden lattice: Jilk, however, is -employ- 
ed for this purpofc in the houfes of the higher ’ 
claflcs of the people. 

Tong-tchew is a place of great trade, as ap- 
pears from the vatl number of junks which wc 
law lying in the river before it ; and the allo- 
nilhing number of its inhabitants ; which is 
very generally believed, as I was informed by 
fome ol the refident merchants, to amount, at 
Icalt, to half a million of people. 

During the fuminer and autumn months the 
heat here is very fultry and oppreffive : the 
winter, hc.wever, brings inclemency along with 
it, as ice of thirty inches thick is preferved here, 
in lubten’anean caverns, till the fnmmer. It is 
confidered as an articie of great luxury among 
the people, who mix it willi their drinli^ to, 
give it a refrelhing coolnefs in the hot fcafons 
of the year. 

In the courfe of my ekr urfions through the 
city, I endeavoured to make inyfclf acquainted 
with the nature of its municipal government. 
Of this important fubjed' it is not to be fup- 
pofed that 1 could learn much : I waSj'i^owever, 
in one way or other, jnade to underAand, that 
. all civil xaufes are dctcriyined by a certain 
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number of inferior mandarins »expreflly ap-: 1^93. 
pointed to the. judicial office; but that their 
dccilions arc fubje£l to the review of the chief 
mandarin of the place or diflri^t, who may 
’confirm or reverie them at pleafure : this officer, 
and his decrees, are alfo fubjedl to the Viceroy 
of the province, from whom, in all civil caufes, 
there is no appeal. 

In capital offences, the final determination 
refts with the Emperor alone; though it is 
very rare indeed, that a criminal is fentenced to 
die ; but if fuch a circumfiance fhould happen 
in the moft remote c6rncr of the empire, ap- 
plication mufl be made to the Emperor himfelf 
to annul, to mitigate, or enforce the fentence. 
Executimis, however, are very feldom feen in 
China. I \^as very particular and curious in 
my inquiries on this fubjedt, wherever I had an 
opportunity to make them, and not one perfon 
that \vas quefiioned bn the occafion, and forae 
of them were, at leaft, feventy years of age, 
had ever feen or known of a capital execution. 

Nor are the leffer crimes fo frequent as might 
be expected in fuch a populous and commer- 
cial country; as the mofi; obnoxious claffes 
of them, at leaft, are kept down by the vigour 
of the police, and the promptitude of punifli- 
ment, which follows cqpviblion without the 
delay of a moment a feguldtioa which might, 

in 
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i793i in many cafes/ be adopted with the heft cfFedh 
by the boaitcd judicature of Great Britain. 
Nor fliall I hefitate to obferve, that whatever 
may be the defects or excellencies of the Chi- 
nefe government, of which I am not altogether 
qualified to judge, the people of China feem to 
be happy and contented under it, and toenjoy 
as much liberty as is conlillent witli the beft 
arrangement of civilized fociety. 

The palaces of the mandarins are the ohly 
public buildings which I could difeover, or was 
informed of, in this extenfiye city: they are 
built of brick, ahd appeared to be very Ipaci- 
ous; but were more remarkable for extent, 
than elegance or grandeur. 

I finifhed this curious cxcurfion in the even- 
ing, when I was not only very much fatigucti 
by my walk, but very much haralTed by the 
.curiofity of the people. I was fometimes fur- 
rounded by twenty or thirty of them, who 
prefled fo much upon me, that I was frequently 
under the neceflity of taking fhelter in fliops, 
till the crowd that perfecuted me was difperfed ; 
and, in return for the protection afforded me, 
I made fomc purchafes of fans and tobacco- 
pipes, which were formed with curious neatnefi 
and ingenuity. 

Monday 19. Tlfis momiug Mr. JBaiTOw, the comptroller, 
received the whole of the remaining part of the 
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prefents, which were lodged in ‘the depot al- >793» 
ready deferibed. Lieutenant Parilh of the royal au^ 
artillery, with a party of his men, attended 
.there to examine the ordnance ftores : they alfo 
uncafed the guns, and got them mounted on 
their carriages ; they confilled of fix new brafs 
field pieces, two mortars, and one wall piece, 
with a complete artillery apparatus. On the 
report of the ftate of the ordnance, &c. being 
made to the AmbalTador, he was pleafed to 
come to the theds, attended by Col. Benlbn,' 
the officers, and other gentlemen, to fee the guns 
excrcifed ; when fevcral rounds were fired with 
great quicknefs, a<Sliv.ity, and exadtnefs. His 
Excellency remained there about two hours, 
when he returned to his rcfidencc, where the 
gentlemen of the crabairy dined in the fame 
manner as on the preceding day. 

In the evening the Ambaffador rcceiced a 
vifit from the attendant mandarin, accompa- 
nied by the chief mandarin of the city. The 
band was ordered on the occafion to play on 
the platform, and the Chinefe vifitors appeared 
to be very much delighted vvitli the European 
mufic. 

This gening, at eight o’clock Mr. Harry 
Eades, one of the mechanics attached to the 
embafly, died in confeqnence of a violent flux, 
with winch he had been for fome time afflicted. 

* . • 'Mr. 
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t 7 W* Mr. Plumb, ‘the interpreter, was requeftecl 
to order a coffin on thc.occalion ; and, "as thefe 
fed receptacles are always ready made in China, 
our departed companion was foon placed, 
with all poffible decency, in a lituation toje- 
ceive the laft aft of refpeft which we can pay 
to each other. 

The coffins of this country arc all of the 
feme fize, and bear a llronger refcmblancc to a 
flat-bottomed boat, than to thofe of Europe : 
they are very ftroiig and heavy, and the lid is 
not nailed down, as with us, but failcned with 
a cord. 

About eleven o’clock there began a moft tre- 
mendous florm of thunder; lightning, and rain, 
which continued without any intermiffion till 
four o’clock. 

tueflajr 10. This morning the Ambaflador iflued regu- 
lations for the funeral of Mr. Hany Eades, 

. which, in order to give the Chinefe a favour- 
able impreffion even of our funeral folemnitics, 
was direfted to be performed with military ho- 
nours. 

All the fervants, mechanics, and molicians, 
attached to the embafly, were defired to be in 
readinefs on the occalion : Colonel fienfon allb 
iflued orders to the troops to apjwar with their 
fide except a ferjeant and fix privates of 
the royal artillery, who were ordered to be 
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armed and accoutered for firing 'over the grave. 

As no clergyman acr.ompanied the embaffy, Auguft. 
I jvas appointed to read the funeral fcrvice of 
the Church of England on this melancholy oc- 
cafion. 

At nine o’clock the proceffion began in the 
following order : 

Detachment of tlic royal artillery, with arms 
reverfed. 

The coffin fupportcd on men’s ffioulders. 

Two fifes playing a funeral dirge. 

The peribns appointed to officiate at the 
grave. 

The mechanics, fervants, &c. two and two. 

The troops then followed, and doted the 
w'hole. 

This proceffion was allb accompanied by 
feveral of the gentlemen belonging to the env 
batTy. 

Thus we proceeded, with all due folemnity, 
to the burying-ground, which is fituated about 
a quarter of a mile from the Ambaffador’s refi- 
dence ; and where permiffion had been granted 
for the interment of our countryman, vvith a 
liberality that would not have been pradifed in 
fome of the countries of our own enlightened 
quarter o? the globe. Such a ceremonial, as 
may well be imagined, Shad excited the CUrio- 
fity of the city, and we were attended by a 
• ' con- 
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coUcourfe of fpfcftators that the moft intefetiiiig' 
Ai^uft. and fplcndid fpcdtades would not affemble in 
the cities of Europe. 

On our arrival at the place of interment, the 
foldicry formed a circle round the grave, with* 
the firing party flanding on the fide of k. The 
coffin being placed on two planks of wood, the 
funeral fcrvice was then read, when the body 
was comrtfitted with the ufual ceremonies to 
the eafth, and the parties difeharged three vol- 
lies over the grave, which, according to a 
euftom of the country that vve cannot reconcile 
with the general good fenfe of the people, had 
no greater depth than was juft neceflary to 
cover the coffin. 

In this burying-ground there was a great 
number of marble and ftone monuments with 
inferiptions on them. Some of thefc memorials 
wer^ gilt, and enriched with various devices of 
no ordinarjf fculpturc ; the funeral fpot is very 
extenfivc, but without any enclofure. There 
are, inde^, no public places of burial, but 
near large towns and cities; as, in the country, 
every one is buried on the premifes where he 
had lived. 

When the grave was doted, and this laft ad 
of duty performed to the dead, the proceffimr 
returned in the fame qf dcr that has been already 
deferibed. , 

. ‘ The 
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The Ambaffador was vifitek by fcveral man- 1793. 
darins, a mark of relpeft which we were dif* 
pofed to confider as a favourable prognoftica- 
tion’of fuccefs in the great objedts of this ex- 
traordinary miffion. His Excellency alfo re- 
ceived notice that the following day was ap- 
pointed for the departure of the embalTy to Pe- 
kin, and that every iioceflary preparation was 
made for that purpofe. 

It is a curious circumftance that the place of 
itefidence appointed for the embafly, proved, 
after all, to be the houfe of a limber merchant, , 
-whofe yard was adjoining to It : but the com- 
munication between them was, on this occa- 
hon, clofed up by a temporary fixture of deals 
that were nailed acrofs it. On making inquiry 
concerning the truth of what had l«:en fug- 
'^gefied to me, a Chinefe foldier pointed to the 
timber yard ; and, . at the fame time, made me , 
underhand, thatthe owner of the place fold that 
kind of wood which was employed ijg the build - 
ing of junks. 
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CHAP. vm. 

Leaver the city of long-tchew. — Ihe road to Pekin 
defcribed. — Arrive at a large town called Kiyeng^ 
Foo : Halt there to breakfajl. — Prodigious 
crowds of people to fee the embaJly pdfs.'— Arrive 
at Pekin : Some account of that city, — Cufioms 
and manners of the Ch'-nefe. — Leave Pekin. — Ar- 
rive at the Imperial Palace named Teumen-man- 
ycumcn.. 

X793- T'mS morning at two o’clock the general 
was beat through all the courts of the houfc, 
* fignal for tlKS fuitc to prepare for their de- 
parture. After an hafty breakfafl;, the whole 
of the cml)afly was ready to proceed on their 
journey. The fdldicrs were firft marched oft’ 
to covered waggons provided for them ; the 
tervants tl)en followed, and were received into 
liinilar machines ; the gentlemen of the fuke 
next proceeded in light carts drawn by a tingle 
horfe. Lord Macartney, Sir George Staunton, 
and Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, were conveyed 
in palankins, which were each of them borne 
by four men. i 

The vehicles whicu carried the foldicrs and 
fervants were common Wred carts, drawn by 
fpilir horfes, unequally coupled together, and 

covered 
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Covered with draw matting. The harnefs, if lygj, 
it may dclcrvc th.it 'name, was made of rope 
and cordage. The finglc-horfc carts were co- 
vered with blue nankeen-, and had doors of lat- 
tice work lined with the fame ftufF : the drivers 
walked by the tide of them. 

At four o'clock this proceflion was in motion, 
which conlitied of fixty carts for tiie tbldicrs 
and fervants, and twenty for the conveyance 
of the gentlemen belonging to the fuite, exclu-^ 
five of carts for the piivatc baggage, and the 
coolies, or porters, employed to carry the pre^ 
tents and heavy baggage, which were conveyed 
on their thouldcrs ; four hundred of whom Were 
employed on this extraordinary occ.ition. 

About five o’clock we had quitted the city of 
Tong-tchewj and entered immediately into A 
fine level country of the moft luxuriant fertility, 
which, .IS far as the eye could reach, appeared 
to be one immcnfe g.irdcn. 

The road along whicJi we travQlled is not 
only broad but elegant ; and'is a proof of the 
labour employed by the Chinefe government to 
facilitate the communications between the capi- 
tal and the principal parts of* the kingdom. 

The midtlJe of this road conllfts of a pavement 
of broad flag Hones aUbut twenty feet wide, 
and on each fide of it there is a fufficient fpacc * 

*to admit of fix catViag^ to run abreaft. The 
Lz lateral 
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»793* lateral parts arc laid with gravel hones, andi 
kept in continual repair by troops of labourer, . 
* who arc fiationed on different parts of the road 
for that purpofe. 

At fevcn o’clock the cavalcade flopped at a 

large town, whofe name is Kiyeng-Foo. To 

call it populous, would be to employ a fuper- 

fluous expreflion that is equally appropriate to 

the whole kingdom, as every village, town, 

and city ; nay, every river, and all the banks 

of it, teem with people; In the country through 

which we have paffed the population is im- 

menfe and univerfal : every mile brought us 

to a village, whofe inhabitants would have 

crowded our largefl towns ; and the number 
% 

of villas fcattcred over the country, on each 
fide of the road, wliile they added to its beauty, 
were proofs of its wealth. Thofc which wc 
approached hear enough to examine as wc paf- 
fed, were built of wood, and the fronts of many 
of them were painted black, and enriched with ' 
gilded ornaments. 

The day of our journey from Tong-tchew to 
Pekin was, I doubt not, a matter of general 
notification, from the prodigious concourfe' of 
people who abfolutely covered the^road ; and 
, notwithftanding the) utmoft exertions of the 
mandarins to keep it clear, the prelTure of the 
crowd was foraetiiq^ fo great, that, we were 
^ obliged 



obliged to halt> for at leafij a quarter of an ^793* 
hour, to prevent the accidents which might 
otherwife have happened from the paflage of 
the carts amidtt this continual and innumerable 
throng. I cannot but add to the obfta'cles which 
we received from the curiolity of the Chinefe 
people, fome tmall degree of mortification at 
the kind of impreffion our appearance feemed 
to make on them : for they no fooner obtained 
a fight of any of us, than they univcrfally burfl; 
out into loud fhouts of laughter : and I mufi: 
acknowledge, that we did not, at this time, 
wear the appearance of people, who were fh*- 
rived in this country, in order to obtain, by 
every means of addrefe andprepofielfion, thofe 
commercial privileges and political diftindtions, 
which no other nation has had the art or power 
to acconiplifh. 

At Kiyeng-Foo, which is about nine miles 
from Tong-tchew, the whole embalTy of all 
ranks alighted from their refpedlive carriages : 
here the inferior department found tables fpread 
for their refrefhment in an open yard, but co- 
vered, at the fern? time, with great plenty of 
cold meats, tea, fruits, &c. while the upper 
departments were ferved with their regale in 
foine a^j^ining rooms of a . very miferable ap-. 
pearanoe, 

Ij3 
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179^. Before the prowffion re-comtnenced its pro^' 
grefs, the conducting mandarin, with his ufual 
attention, ordered fome Joau, an harfh four 
white wine, to be offered to the atttaidants of 
the ‘ einbatTy to fortify their ftomachs, as a 
conlidcrable time might probably elapfe before 
they would obtain any further rcfrefhment ; we 
were then fuinmoned to prepare for our depar- 
ture, when a feene of oonifolion and diflurbance 
took place among ourfelvpsj wliich, whatOver 
its real effeCts might have been, was not calcu-» 
lajcd at leall: to give any very favourable im^ 
prefiion of the manners and difpolition of the 
Englith nation. In fhort, from the crowd 'of 
people allcniblcd to fee us, the neglcCl of a 
previous arrangement, and dillribution, of the 
carts, together with the incontiderate eagernefs 
to fet off among ourfelves, it was a matter of 
no inconfiderable difficulty for the mandarins 
to aflign the people to their TefpeClive vehi^ 
clcs. 

^ At eight o’clock wc took our leave of the 
town of Kiyeng-Poo, which is a very confider- 
able and extenfive place ; the flrects are broad 
and unpaved, and the houfes are built altoge- 
ther of wood; at leaft in the part which we. 
traverfed there were imne conflruCtetk of any 
pdicr materials. Tli? ]|h.ops made a reiy plea-. 
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ling appearance, and feemed* to be well fiir- *793* 
nilhed with their rcfpediive commodities. Auguft, 

• 0£ the country, which occupies the few miles 
from this place to Pekin, I have little to fay, as 
the crowds of people thatfurrounded us, cither 
intercepted the view, or diftradled our atten- 
tion. 

At noon wo approached the fuburbs of the 
capital of China, and I cannot but feel, forae 
degree of regret, that no alteration was made 
in the ordinary travelling, and lhabby appear- 
ance, of the cmbally, on fuch an important 
occafion. Whatever reafons there might be to 
prevent that difplay, which it poffefled fuch am- 
ple provilions to make, I cannot pretend to 
determine, but our cavalcade had nothing like 
the appearance of an embafly from the firft 
nation in Europe, paliing through tire moft 
populous city in the world. 

On entering the fuburbs, we palled beneath 
feveral very beautiful triumphal arches, ele- 
gantly painted, and cnricjred with %’arious fan- 
ciful ornaments : the upper part of them was 
fquare, with a kind of peot-houfe, painted ojf a 
green colour, and heightened with vamilH ; - : 
from the inlide of this roof was fulpended the 
model oP tin accommorlation junk, admirably. ' 
executed, and adorned tjvith ribands and filken- 
llreamcrs. 


Thele 
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Thefe fuburbs ire very extenlivc j thehoufea 
are of wood, the greater part of thefn two ltories. 
in height, and their fronts painted in various • 
colours. The Ihops are not only commodious 
for their refpcdtive purpofcs, but have a certain 
grandeur in their appearance, that is enlivened,’ 
by the verypirctty manner in which the articles 
of the relpedlive raa^aincs are di%layed to the 
view of the public, either to diftinguilh the 
trade, or to tempt the purchafer. 

We proceeded gradually through fpacious 
llreets, which are payed on either fide for the, 
convenience of foot paflengers. The whole 
way was lined with foldiers, and, indeed, 
without fuch a regulation, it would have been 
impoffible for the carriages to have pafled 
through theinamenfe crowd that attended us. 

At two o’clock we arrived at the gates of the 
grand imperial city of Pekin, with very little 
femblance of diplomatic figure or importance ; 
in Ihort, for 1 cannot help repcatitjg the fenti- 
ment, the appearand? of the Ambaffador’s at- 
tendants, both with rcfpect to the fhabbinefs 
of their|^refs, and thp vehicles which conveyed 
them, borfc a ^eater refemblance to the re- 
moval of paupers to tlieir pariflies in England, 
than the expected dimity of the repimfentative 
of ' a great and powerfljd monarch.. 

Pekin, 


t 
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, Pekinj or a® the natives pronJ>ufice it, Pitchin, 1T93. 
the metropolis of the Chiubfe empire,^ is litoa- 
ted in one hundred mid lix'teen degrees of eafb 
longitude, and between forty and forty-One dcr 
grees of north latitude. It is defended by a wall 
that inclofes a fqtiare l^ace of about twelye 
leagues in circumference ; there is a grand gate 
in the center of each angle, and as many leffer 
ones at each corner of the wall: they are 
ftrongly arched, and fortified by a fquare build- 
ing, or tower, of feven llories, that fprings 
from the top of the gateway ; the fides of which 
are ftrengthened by a parapet wall, with port- 
lioles for ordnance. The windows of this build- 
ing arc of wood, and painted to - iniitatc the 
muz'zle of a great gun, which is fo exactly re- 
prefented, that the deception is not difcovemble 
but on a very near approach : there are nine of 
thele windows to each ftory on the front to- 
wards the luburbs. Thefe gates are double ; 
the firft arch of which is very ilrongly built of 
a kind of freeftone^ and not of marble, as has 
been related by foihe writers •• the depth of it is 
about thirty feet, and in the middle ithe en-: 
trance is a very ftrong door of fix inches thick, 
and fortified with iron bolts: this archway leads 
to a large fquare whicl| contairis the barracks 
for foldiers, confifting iif mean wooden houfes 
of two fiories : on jun^g to the left, the fecond 
a gateway 
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>793* gateway is feen, whofe arch is of the fame dl« 
menlibns and appearance as that already de^ 
icribed, but without the tower/ 

At each of the principal gates there is a flrong 
guard of foldiers, with feveral pieces -of ord- 
nance placed on each tide of the inner entrance. 
Thcfc gates are opened at the dawn of day, and 
fhut at ten o'clock at night, after which hour all 
communication with the city from the fuburbs 
is impradicable ; nor will they be o^ned on 
any pretence, or occalipn whatever, without a 
fpecial order from tlic principal mandarin of 
the city. 

The four leller gates are defended by a fmall 
fort built on the wall, which is always guarded 
by a body of troops. 

The wall is about thirty feet high, and tdt 
in breadth on the top : the foundation is of 
ftone, and appears about two feet from the fur- 
face of tire earth : the upper part is of brick, 
and gradually diminillies from the bottom 
to the top. Whether it is a folid ftra^lure, or 
only filled up with mortar or rubbilh, js a cir- 
cumftancQ concerning which I could not pro- 
cure any "authentic information. ^ 

This wall is defended by outworks and hat? 
teries at Ihort difianGe& from each othbr ; each 
of them being firengtl^ncd by a finall 
hut none of the fortifipxions arc garrifonedcK- 

. cept 
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ccpt thofc which are attached toHhe gates ; and ‘ 793 - 
though there is a breaft-work of three feet high, 
with port-holes for cannon, which crowns tiro 
whole lengfh of the wall, there is not a tingle 
gun mounted upon it. On the tide towards 
the city, it is, in fome places, quite perpendi- 
cular; and in others forms a gentle declivity 
from the top to the ground. It is cuftomary 
for bodies of 'foldiers'to patrole the wall every 
night during the time that the Emperor rctides 
in the city, which is from Otilober to April, 
when his Imperial Majctly ufually goes to a 
favourite palace in Tartary. From its perfedl 
Hate of repair and general appearance, I Ihould 
rather fuppofe it to be of modern ercdlion, and 
that many years cannot have pafled away fince 
it underwent a complete repair, or was entirely 
rebuilt. , 

The diftance from the fouth gate, where we 
entered, to the eaft gate through which we 
pafTed out of the city, comprehends, on the 
moft moderate computation, a courfc of ten 
miles. The principal Hreets are equally fpa- 
cious and convenient, being one hundred and 
forty feet in breadth, and of great length, but 
are only paved on each lide for foot palTengcrs. 

The police of the city,^ however, Qtares no 
pains to. keep the middle part clean, and free 
from aU kind of nuifanpe ; there being large 
* V bodies 
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»79,V bodies of ^vel^rs continually employed for 
that purpofcj who are affifted, as well as con- 
trolled, in tl^eir duty by foldiers Rationed in 
every diflrict, to enforce a due ob&rvance of 
the laws that have been enaAed, and the regu- 
lations that have been framed, for preferving 
civil order among tlie people, and maintaining 
the munknpal oeconomies of this immenfe city. 
I obterved, as we pafied alrnig, a great number 
of men wlio were fprinkling the flreets with 
water, in order to lay the dufi, which, in dry 
weather, would not only be troublefome to 
paflengers, but very obnoxious alfo to the fhops ; 
wbofe commodities could not be expofed to 
view without injury, were it not for this bene-! 
ficial and ncceflary precaution. 

Though the houfes at Pekin are low and 
mean, when confidcred with retpedt to lize and 
domeltic accommodation, their exteripr appear- 
ance is handfome and elegant, as the Chinefe 
take a great pride in beautifying the fronts of 
their Ihops and dwellings : the upper part of 
the former is ornamented with a profufion of 
golden charadters ; and on the roofs of the latter 
are frequent galleries, rich in painting and other 
decoration ; where numerous parties of women 
are feen to amufe th^mfelves according to the 
fafhion of the country. The '^'illars syhiicb are 
ereded before the doofs of the fhops, are gilded 

and 
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and painted, having a flag fixed at the top^ ijq^» 
whofe c})ara<Ser8 fpecify the name and bufinefs 
of the owner : tables are alfo fpread with com- 
modities, and lines attached to thcfe pillars are 
hung with them, 

I obferved a great number of butchers fliops, 
where the mode of cutting up meat refcmbles 
i)ur own ; nor can the m.irkcts of London boafl: 
a better fupply of fleth than is to be found in 
Pekin. My curiofity induced me to inquire 
the prices of their meat, and on my entering 
the Ihop, 1 faw on a itall before it an earthen 
flove, with a gridiron placed upon it; and on 
my emplopng a variety of figns to obtain the 
information I w^anted, the butcher inflantly be- 
gan to cut off finall thin tikes of meat, about 
the fize of i. crown piece, and broiled as fail as 
I could eat them. 1 took about a dozen of the& 
flices, which might altogether weigh feven or 
eight ounces' ; and when I paid him, which I 
did by giving him a firing of caxee, or finall 
coin, he pulled off, as I fuppofe, the amount of 
his demand, which was one conderon, or ten 
caxee, the only current money in the empire_^, I 
faw numbers of people in other butchers Ihops, . 
as I paired along, regaling themfelves with beef 
and mutton in the Cime\hanner. 

The.houfes, appropr‘aled to the fale of por- 
celain utenfils' and ornaments, arc peculiarly 

attradive. 
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*?93* attfaftive, having a difplay of broad flielvesj 
ranged above each other,- in tlie front of their 
(hops, on which they dilpofe the moft beauti- 
ful fpecitnens of their trade in a manner full of 
fancy and clFe^t. 

Belides the variety of trades which arc fi ation^ 
ary in this great City, there arc many thoufands 
of its inhal)itants \vho cry their goods about, as 
wo fee in our own metropolis. They generally 
have a bamboo placed acrofs their llionlders, 
and a balket at each end. of it, in which they 
carry filh, .vegetables, eggs, and other fimilar 
articles. There are alfo great numbers of 
hawkers and pedlars, who go about with bags 
ftrapped on their Ihouldcrs like a knapfack, 
which Contain various kinds of ftuff goods, the 
folds of which are expolcd to view. In felling 
thefc fluffs, they ufc the cubit meafure of fix- 
tecii inches. Barbers are alfo leen running about 
the flreetsin great plenty, with every inftrument" 
knov/n in this country for Ihaving the head and 
cleanfing the ears i they carry with them for 
this purpofe a portable chair, a portable fteve, 
apdafinall vcffel of water, and whoever wiflres 
to undergo either of thefe operations, fits down 
in the .ftrcet, when the operator performs his 
office. To diftinguilh their profeffion, they 
carry a pair of large ll^el tweezers, which they 
open with tlieir fingers, *and let them clofe 
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again wilh fortie degree of violence, which pro- 1793* 
duces, a fhrill found that is heard at a coiifider- 
able diltance ; andflich is their mode of lecking 
employment. That this trade is very profitable 
in China no one can doubt ; becaufe every man 
muft be fhaved on a part of the head where it 
is impofliblc to lhave himfelf. 

In fcvcral of the ftrccts I faw perfons engaged 
in felling off goods by au<^tiQn : the au 6 iioneer 
flood on a platform furrounded with the various 
articles he had to fell : he delivered himfelf in 
a loud and bawling manner; while the fmillilg 
countenances of the audience^ which was the 
only language I could interpret, feemed to ex-, 
prefs tiic entertainment they .received from his 
harangue. ■ ■ 

At each end of the principal ftreets, for fliere 
arc no fejuarcs in Pekin, there is a large gatcr^^ 
way fancifully painted, with an handfome roof 
coloured and varniflicd ; beneath which the 
name of the ftreet is written in golden charax;- 
ters : thefe arches terminate the nominal flrcqt, 
or othenvife there would be ftreets in fome parts 
of the city of at Icaft five miles in length, 
which are formed into fevera^ divifions by thefe 
gateways. They are very handfome, as well as 
central objeds, and nre^ railed in on each fide 
from the foot pavement;. 
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harrow ilreote ^ ehclofed at eacii eh^ 
with ftnall lattipe gates, which are always Ihut 
during the night ; but all the confiderabfe ftreets 
are guarded both night and day by fqldiers, who 
wear fwords by their tides, and carry long whips 
in their hands, to dear the ilreets of any in- 
convenient throng of people^ and to challile 
fuch as are refradtory into decorum or good be- 
haviour. 

Notwithiianding the vafl; extent of this place* 
there is little or no variety in their houfes, as I 
have before obferved, but in the colours with 
which they are painted : they are, In reality, 

. nothing better than temporary booths,, eredled 
for exterior Ihew, and without any view to 
ftrength or durability. It is very rare, indeed, 
to fee an houfe of more than one llory, except 
luch as belong to mandarins ; and even thofe 
are covered, as it were, by the walls which rife 
above, every houfe or building in Pekin, except 
a lofty pagoda, and an imperial palace. 

, There are ho carriages handing in the ftreets 
for the convenience of its inhabitants, like our 
hackney coaches in London ; the higher clafles 
of people keep palankins ; and others of Icfs 
diftindion have covered carts drawn by a hurfe 
.or mule. ( 

The opinion, that the Chinefe women are ex- 
'.duded from the view oft ft'rangers, has very 

• little. 
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little, if any foundation, as among the immenfe < 2 ^ 
crowd aflembled to lee the cavalcade of the AuguU. 
Englilh cmbafly, one fourth of the whole at 
leaft were women ; a. far greater proportion 
of that fex than is to be feen in any concourfe 
of people whom curiolity affemblcs in our own 
country : arid if the idea is founded in truth, 
that curiolity is a peculiar charadleriftic of the 
female dilpolilion in Eui-ope, I lhall prefume to 
fay that, from the eagernels which we obferved 
in the looks of the Chinele women as we palled 
by them, the quality which has juft been men- 
tioned is equally prevalent among the fair ones 
of Alia. 

The women we faw on our paflhge through 
Pekin polTclied, in general, great delicacy of 
feature, and fine natural comislexions ; with 
which, however, they are not content, and 
therefore whiten their faces with cofmetiesr 
they likewife emplby Vermilion, but in a man- 
ner wholly different from the application of 
rouge among European ladies ; they mark the 
middle of their lips with a ftripe of its deepeft 
colour, which, without pretending to reafon 
upon it, certainly heightens the effedl: of their 
features. Their eyes are very Imall, but pow- 
erfully brilliant, and their arms extremely long 
and llenden , The only difference between the 
women of Pekin, and thofe we liad already 
. * M feen, 
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1793, leen, as It appeared to us, was, that the former 
wear a iharp peak of black velvet or filk, which 
is ornamented with fiones, and defcends from 
the forehead almoft between the eyes ; and that 
their feet, free from the bandages which have 
already been mentioned, are fuffered to attain 
their natural growth. 

When we had pailed through the eallern 
gate of the city, fome confufion having arifen 
among the baggage carts, the whole procelllon 
was obliged to halt ; 1, therefore, took the op- 
portunity of ealing my limbs, which were very 
much cramped by the inconvenience of tlie 
machine, .and perceiving a number of women 
in, the crowd that fUrroundcd us, I ventured to 
approach them; and, addcefling them with the 
Chinefe v/ord Cibou-au, (or beautiful) they ap- 
jjeared to be extremely diverted, and gathering 
round me, but with an air of great modefty and 
. p<jliteue&, they examined the make and form 
of my clothes, as well as the texture of the 
materials of which they were compofed. When 
the (arts began to move off, I took leave of 
thef’! obliging females by a gentle fhake of the 
'Iiiuu!, which they tendered to me with the moft 
graceful affability ; nor did the men, who were 
prefent, appear to be at'all diffatisfied with my 
'eoijdu<^,t V on ihc coni mry, they expreffed, as 
far as 1 could, judge, very gj^eat fatistadtiou at 

this 
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this public attention I paid to their .ladies. It i793* 
appears, therefore, that in this city, the women 
are not divefied of a teafonable portion of their 
* liberty, and, confcquentl}^ that the jealouty, 
attributed fo univerfally to the Chinefe men, is 
not a predominant quality,, at Icaft, in the ca- 
pital of the empire. 

Among other objedl? which, we faw in our 
way, arid did not fail to attract our notice, was 
a funeral proceflion, which proved to be a very 
linking and folemn fpe<Stacle ; the coffin was 
covered by a canopy decorated with curtains of 
fatin, enriched with gold and flowers, and 
hung with efcutcheons : it was placed on a large 
bier or platform, and carried by' at Icaft fifty or 
fixty men, wlio fupported it on their Ihouldere 
with long bamboos crofling each other, and 
marched eight abreaft with flow and folemn ftep. 

A band of mufic immediately followed, playing 
a kind of dirge, which was not without a mix- 
ture of pleating tones; the relations and friends 
of the dec.eafed perfon then followed, arrayed in 
black and white drelfes. 

Having pafledtlirough the eallern fuburbs of 
the city, we entered on a rich and beautiful 
country, when a Ihort ftage 6f about four miles 
brought us to one of the Emperor s iialaces 
named Yeumen-manyeqmen, where we arrived 
about five o’.clock -in the afternoon, opprelfcd 
M a with 
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I793* with fetigue from the extreme heat of the day, 
•Awifc and the various impediments which obftrufted 
onr palTage, arifing from the inunenfe crowds 
of people that may be laid to have filled up the 
whole way from Tong-tehew to this place, a 
journey of thirty miles. 

In a Ihort time after our arrival, we received 
a very fcanty arid indifferent refrelhment; when 
the whole Ante retired to fleep off the fatigue of 
the day. 
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CHAP. IX* 

J^efcription of the palace of Yeumen-manyeumen,^ 
Difagreeable circumjiances belonging to it. — Dif- 
putes with the natives who guarded it. — -Lord 
Macartney applies for a change of Jituation. — The 
embaffy removes to Pekin. — Defcription of a pa-- 
goda. — Arrive at the palace appointed for the re- 
fidence of the embafjy. — Defcription of it. — The 
arrangements made in it. — Several mandarins vtfu 
the Ambajj'ador. 

The whole of this niorning was employed *793* 
in removing the baggage, &c. belorigiiig to the 
cmbaffyj from the outer gateway, where it had 
been depofited, to the different apartments an^ 
pointed for the gentlemen who compofed it. 

The palace of Yeumen-manyeuinen is in ^ 
very low fltuation, about a quarter of a mile 
from a village of the fame name, and is a very 
mcan^ inconvenient building of no more than 
one ftory. 

The entranee to this palace* if it may be faid 
to deferve that name* conliftsof a very ordinary 
ftone gateway, guarded by foldiers ; and be- • 
yond it is a kind of parade, where the baggage 
M 3 v» M 
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lyqj. was j^aced on its being taken out of the carts 
'' 7^ that had brought it hither^ In the center of this 
parade there is a fmall Ibdge, where feveral 
ma ndarins of an inferior order werO'in waiting ; 
and which forms an entrance to the paflagc that 
leads to the body of the palace. 

The polition of this palace is not only low, 
but in a fwanlpy hollow, and between two 
ponds of ttagnant water, whofe putrid exha- 
lation 8 cannot add to the comfort of its un- 
wholcfome lituation; and fome apartments 
which were on the banks of one of thefe ponds, 
were occupied as barracks by the Britilh foldiers. 
. ,To the weft of this building there is another 
gate, but conftru<fted of wood, which leads to 
another apartment of the palace, where I ob- 
ferved a confiderablc number of Chinefe fol- 
diers ; but, on my approach to take a view of 
c*hcra, they fuddealy retired, and locked the 
door againft me. Indeed, the native jealoufy 
of thefe people rcfpedling ftrapgers feemed to 
be awakened in a very great degree, w'hen they 
thought it ncccfiary to watch all our actions 
with fuch a minute and ferutinifing attention. 

.The palace, for I mull by way of diftin(?tion 
continue to give it that name, though unworthy 
the' refidence of the jeprefentative of a great 
monarchy is divided into two fquare court6-j^ 
I’icontaining a quadrangular range of apartments, 

which 
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^hich were hot only detlitute of elegance, but *793- 
in a wretched date of repair : a paved footway 
ikirts their walls, and is covered with a wooden 
roof painted and varnifhed. Before the prin- 
cipal doors of the building, and in the midit oC 
a large court, there are a few trees of no very 
peculiar figure or beauty ; but the ground ilfelf 
is covered with a kind of gravel. There are 
fomc finall fields of grafs belonging to the palace, 
which wear an appearance of ncgledt, that we 
Ihould not have expected to find in a country 
where we had not yet feen an uncultivated 
Ipot. 

The windows of the apartments confifted of 
lattice work covered with a glared and painted 
paper. In the hot feafons the doors are opened 
during the day, and their place fupplied by 
cooling blinds made of bamboo, fancifully co^ 
loured, and wrought as fine and clofe as a 
wavers reed : they certainly ferved to rcfrefli 
the rooms where they were placed, and afforded 
fome degree of coolnefs to alleviate the heat of 
the day ; but at night the doors w«re reftored 
to their ofiice, and thefe blinds were rolled up 
and failened to the wall over them. 

The whole range of apartments contained 
no othdf furniture than few very common ta- 
bles and chairs; not a bed or bedfteadwastobe 
feen in the whole, place; it was, therefore, a 
M 4 fortunate 
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>793‘ fbrtuliatei clrcumftance for us that we ptovi-, 
dently brought our cots and hammocks from on 
board the thips, or we fhould not have flept in' 
a bed, at leaft, during oor refidence in China. 
The natives have no fuch comfortable article of 
furniture in their houfes, hut fleep on a kind of 
mattrefs, and cover themfelves with a culhion 
><fi!UtFcd and quilted with cotton. They pull off 
a very fmall part of their drefs when they go to 
reft, and when tlie weather proves cold, they 
increafe the number of thefe cufhions as the 
circumftances of the feafon miay require. In the 
place of bedfleads they ufe a large wooden 
bench, which is raifcd about two feet from the 
ground, and covered with a kind of claftic baf-* 
ket work made of bamboos, on which fevenor 
eight perfons may ^rcad their bedding. I have 
^Sifo feen fome of them formed of planks, and 
Covered with carpets. 

This habitation had a moft ungracious and 
deferted appearance; and, from the ftate in 
which we found it, a long time muft have 
elapfed fince it was inhabited by any thing but 
centijpes, fcorpions, and moftjuitos; which in* 
fefted it in every part. It is furrounded by a 
very high and ftrong wall of ftone, wjiich ex- 
■ eluded every external obje(ft ; nor was any per- 
fon belonging to the embafty permitted, on any 
pretence whatever, to pafs its bonndaries, man^ 

darins 
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darlns and foldiers being ftationed at every ave- 1793. 
nue to keep us within the precincts of this ^iis^ 
miferable abode ; fo that we were in reality in 
a date of honourable iinprifonment, without 
any other confolation for the lofs of our liberty, 
but that we were fupplied with our daily pro- 
vilxons at the expenfc of the Emperor, 

The Ambaffador’s apartments were guarded 
both night and day by Britifli centinels ; and, 
to fupport the dignity of his great diplomatic 
character, his Excellency required that a table 
tliould be, in future, furqifhed for himfelf and 
Sir George and Mr. Staunton, ditiindl from 
the gentlemen of his fuite. This requifition 
found a ready compliance, and this day he 
dined in his own apartment, wdiild the ’ upper 
ranks of thofe who attended on the embafly, 
had a table prepared for them in one of thc^ 
courts, and beneath the fliade of a tree. 

The place where the prefents were depolited Fiiibjrij. 
was fo expofed to the fun, that it was appre- 
hended fome of them would receive confiderable 
injury from their unfavourable fitnation ; a tem- 
porary fired was therefore immediately creded, 
to which they were fpeedily removed. 

Lord Macartney .beinff very much diflatisfied 
with his ntuation, made a ferious requifition 
for the appointment of a refidence more fuited < 
to ti^e charader with which he w'os invefted. 


as 



. ( * 7 ® ) 

% 

1^93* ^ '^cli as to the convenrcnce and proper ae« 
commodation of the emhafly. ■ To obtain this 
objeAj Mn Plumb, his Excellency’s interpre- 
.ter, mide feveral vifits to Pekin ; little, there- 
fore, occurred worthy of a recital during the 
remainder of our flay in , this uncomfortable 
abode. It continued, however, till the twenty- 
feventh day of this month, which was ap- 
pointed for the Ambaffador’s departure for 
Pekin j a more commodious rcfidence having 
hfeen allotted for the embally, in coufequence 
of Mr, Flunij’s ncgo iation with the Chinefe' 
government on the occafion." 

This interval was not palTed by any of the 
gentlemen of the foite, or the inferior attendants, 
with fatisfa£tion or patience ; and Col. Benfon 
W is fo hurt and mortified at being denied the 
liberty of palling the walls of the palace, that 
^h. made an attempt to gratify his inclinations, 
which produced a very unpleafant affray ; when 
he was not only forced back from his defign, 
but threatened with very illiberal treatment 
from the Chinefe who were on duty at the 
gates, 

‘ Several other difputes of a limilar nature 
took place between the fuite and the natives 
who guarded the palace. It >va^,* without 
doubt, a very humiliating circumflance for 
Englifhmcn, attending alfo as they were upon 
2 a<miflion. 
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jl miffioii, that by the law of nations pbffeflhs 1793* 
the moft enlarged and tiniverfal privileges, to 
be treated in a nianner fo ill-fuited to their 
individual, as well as political chamdter: at 
the fame time it would, perhaps, have been 
more difcrcct to have fpared thofc menaces 
which were continually exprefled againft peiibns 
charged with an' official duty, and ading un- 
'der the diredion of their fuperioss ; and to 
have fubmitted with patience to thofe regula- 
tions, which, however unpleafant, were fucli 
as were adopted by, and might be the uiLge 
of, that government, \vhofe partial favour and 
friendffiip it was the intereft, and, therefore, 
the duty of the Britiffi embafly, by infinuating 
addrefs and political manoeuvre, to obtain and 
eftabliffi. 

The pleafure that was this day felt by the Saturday *4. 
whole of the fuitc of every denomination, 
not ealily dclcribed, when orders were received 
to prepare for quitting this hoiTid place on the 
Monday following. 

This and the fucceeding day wxre employed *S' 
in removing the greater part of the baggage and 
prefents, which was accomplilhed, as it had 
hitherto been, by the coolies, or porters. 

The mathematical apparatus, 

together with the clocks and time-pieces, were 
left at the palace of Yeumen-manyeumen, as 

iucli 
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fucii frequent removals might materially injure^ 
if not altogether Ipoil thofe pieces of mecha- 
nifin, the wonders of whdfe operations muft 
depend &pon the delicacy of their movements. 

Madayisi,' At ten o’clock in the, morning fingle horfe 
carts were provided for the whole train of the 
cmbatTy. The foldiers, ^piechanics, and fer- 
vants, were lodged two in a cart ; and each of 
the gentlemen had a cart to himfelf ; but the 
Ambaflador, with his fecretary and interpre- 
ter, Were, as before, accommodated tvith pa- 
lankins. 

The bulinefs of our letting off was^ as it had 
hitherto been, a fcene of confulion and dif- 
order ; but by eleven o’clock, wc had; to our 
extreme fatisfaction* bid adieu to our late un- 
comfortable relidence. We foon palled through 
the village from whence the palace appears to 
■derive its name, amidll a vail crowd of ]^ec- 
tators, and, at one o’clock, arrived at the 
north gate of the city of Pekin ; which is the 
counterpart of that we have already deferibed. 
In our progrefs through the llreets wc palTed a 
pagoda, which is tl)e fird we hadfeen in Chinas 
In our voyage up the rivet, or in oor journey 
from T<mg-tchew to Pekiq, we had not feen 
one of thefe buildings, whidi are^ m a great 
meafure, peculiar to this part of the caft, till 
>we arrived at this city: itisfituated in the 
4 middle 
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jniddle of a very pretty garden adjoining to a 
inandarin’s palace.’ 

This pagoda is a fquare ftrufture, built of 
ftone, and diminithes gradually from the bot-» 
tom, till it terminates in a fpire. It had only 
one gallery, which encircled it near the top, 
and was guarded by a rail ; a curtain of red 
dilk, at this time, hung from a projedting ca-^ 
nopy, and gave this part of the building, when 
feen at a diftance, the appearance of an um- 
brella. It was feven ftories in height, and was 
without any kind of exterior ornament, but 
that which I have deferibed. 

As our return to Pekin was not only fudden 
but unexpedted, our re-entry was not particu- 
larly interrupted by the public curiolity, and, at 
half paft two in the afternoon, we arrived, 
without having met with any material imp^^r# 
ments, at the princely palace which had been 
appointed for the future relidence of the em- 
bafly. It is the property of John Tuck, a 
name generally given by Engliflimen, but why, 
or wherefore, I cannot tell, to the Viceroy of 
Canton, who was now here as a ftate prilpner, 
for feme embezzlement of the public treafures, 
or other milHemeanors refpedling his govern- 
ment there. 

. This palace is built of a grey brick, and is 
extremely Ipacious, containing' twelve large 

and 
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*793' and fix finall courts. The bricks are cemented 
Augu& with filch curious care, that the Teams of mortar 
between them are as fmall as a tliread, and 
placed with fuch peculiar uniformity, that a 
minute examination is neceflary to convince 
the Ipedtator that it is not the work of a painter, 
rather than that of a bricklayer, and that the 
pencil h^s not been employed to produce the 
efieil infiead of the trowel. Thde bricks have 
the fmoothnefs of piarble, are fixteen indies in 
length, eight inches broad, and two and a half 
in thicknets. 

The. whole range of buildings, except two 
difiind parts, which were inhabited by the 
Ambafiador and Sir George Staunton, occupy 
but one, though a very lofty fl^ory. The courts 
are ^acious and regular fquares, and paved 
large flat ftones. Before the building, in 
each of thefe fquares, there is a raifed terrace 
of abopt three feet, to which there are regular 
flights of fteps in the center of each angle, 
and, of courfc, corret|)onding with each other. 
Over thefe terraces there is a projeding roof, 
which extends the breadth of them, and is flip- 
ported by light pillars of wood, ranged at equal 
difiances, and connected by a railing of fan^ 
ciful contrivance. The whole is gilt and painted 
wi[th much prettinefs, as to pattern and colour ; 
Hhd forms a niofi elegant piazz'a, that not only 

adds 
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adds to the grandeur, but, which is a better •793« 
thing, to the convenience of this fuperb man* 'XSa 
fion. ' ' • 

Here I firA obferved the fuperiority of the 
Chinefe.in the art of houfe painting, to which 
they give a glofs equal to japan, that not only 
preferves the colours from fading, but nevCT 
futFers any injury itfelf from the expolition of 
air, lun, or rain. I at firft confidered this 
effect to have been produced by vamilh ; but 
I afterwards difeovered that it proceeded from 
certain' ingredients with which the colours arc 
originally mixed, ahd not from any fccond 
operation. 

The apartments are very commodious and of 
large dimenfions; fome of them were hung 
with a glifteniiig paper of a pattern, both as 
to colour and beauty, far fuperior to any I had 
ever fecn in Europe ; otlu^rs were curioufly 
painted aijd enriched with gilding. Thofe oc- 
ciijjied by^jord Macartney were numerous and 
elegant, ' and contained a private* theatre. The 
latter is of a fquare form, with a painted gal- 
lery, , which runs entirely round it, for the fpec- 
tators ; the ftage is railed from the floor abi»ut ‘ 
three feet, and has the appearance of a J;? !ge 
platform ■, it* is guarded by a wooden rail ug, 
and has a paflTage of eight feet wide a’l rnund 
it ; bchipd the ftage is, a fuit of rooms ti. i the 

con- 
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1793 * convenience of the adtors, who drefs in them, 
or retire thither to make any neceflary tranf- 
formation in their charadters during the per- 
formance. The building is very lofty, and the 
roof elegantly painted. The apartments of Sir 
George Staunton were alfo very handfome and 
convenient. The whole fuite were likevvife ac- 
commodated in a manner that gave tliem the 
moft entire fatisfadlion. 

The windows are covered with glazed paper, 
and the doors of the principal rooms conlift of 
gilded frame-work, which is fittal up with fine 
lilk gauze, inftead of glafs. The frames, both 
of the doors and windows, are richly gilt : 
and, in the warm feafons, the former being 
always kept open, a curtain, if it may be fo 
called, of painted fret-work, made of bamboo, 
fupplies their place, as I have already obferved 
in a former defeription. 

In feveral courts of the palace there are arti- 
ficial rocks and ruins of no mean ebntrivancc, 
which, though not very congenial to their 

fituation, were formed with confiderable Ikill, 

/ 

and were, in themfelves, very happy imitations 
of thofe objects they were defigned to reprefent. 
To thefe may be added, the triumplial arches, 
which arife, with all their fanciful devices, in 
various parts bfitlie building. 


Thi* 
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*rhis noble manfion is of great extent, and .»793* 
calculated to afford- every kind of princely ac- 
commodation' ;, but, with all its magnificence, 
as to the number of the apartments, and th6' 
gcfieral dilplay of the whole,- its only furniture 
was fome chairs and tables, and a few fmall 
platforms covered witli carpets and bamboo 
matting. i . 

Beneath the floorj in each of the principal 
apartments, is a ftcjVe, or furnace of brick- 
work, with a circular tube that is conducted 
round the room where it Hands,, which is fuffi- 
cient alfo to warm the apartment above it. 

Thefe Hoves are, in cold weather, conftaptly 
fupplied with charcoal, and communicate their 
heat in the manner of hot-houfes in England. 

The houfes here have no chimnies that I could 
difeover, and, of courfe, no other means of a^ 
miniflering heat can be employed but thole 
which have juft been mentioned. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon, the whole 
fuite fat down to dinner, which confifted, as 
ufual, of a great variety of ftews, and halhes. 
Indeed, a joint of meat is Ifeldom or ever feen, 
but on feflival days ; of Which I Ih'all Ipeak 
more hereafter. His Excellency and Sir George 
Staunton dined together. But with all the fu- 
periority • of accommodation we enjoyed here, 
we continued to be guarded with the lame 
’ N, . fulpi- 
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' 1793* IbJ^icious vigilance as in our late tefidence^ 
Augoft. On ino pretence vrliatevet any one permit- 
ted to pafi the gates, and every acceifible prt 
of the .place waS' under the active care of mili- 
tuy power. 

This palace, according tq the reports of the 
country, was.ereded by the Viceroy of Canton^ 
from the fruits of his exactions during his go- 
vernment there, «)d particularly on the fhip-^ 
ping of the Engliih lution at that port ; for 
which ai^ls of injuftice and opprefHon he was, 
as I have before mentioned, at this time, a pri- 
fortef at Pekin.' I'he money expended on this 
immenfe building amounted to ninety-feven 
thoufiind'poundis llerling. " A moli enormous 
fum in a country where the materials for build- 
ing, and the labour which puts them together, 
are to be obtained at fo cheap a rate. 

This day was principally occupied in arrang- 
ing the various apartmients for the convenience 
of the gentlemen, &c.- to whom thfey were allot- 
fed, as well as in providing fukablc' plaices for 
the reception of the heavy haggagd. 

The cloths and bale goods, with that part of 
the more valuable pretents which were of the 
fmalletl cohipats, woe diftrihuted between the 
apartments of X^rd M&cartney and Sir George 
Staunton : the remainder was removed to teve- 
. ral large chambeis, which formed a large and I 

, cojn- 
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commodious magazine for their . rKeptiom 
The lix pieces of finall ordnance and two mor< 
tars were placed in the inner court, with all 
dieir appendages, and mounted on their car- 
riages, in front of the AmbalTador's apart- 
ments. 

Thefe arrangements being made in the moll 
proper and convenient manner which our litu- 
ation would admit, it remained for us to wait 
with patience, till his Imperial Majelly’s plea- 
fure ihould be known, whether tl^e embalTy 
was to proceed to Tartary, or to be cooped up 
in its prefent abode till the ufual feafon of his 
Majefty's return to the capital of his empire. 
To obtain this intelligence fo imporiant to us, 
a mandarin had been di^atched, on our arrival 
at Tong-tchew, to the Emperor’s fummer reli- 
dence in Tartary, and we were in continual ex- 
pedlation of the return of this meffenger. w. . ^ 

In the courle of this day, the Britilh Am- 
balTiulor was vilited by a coinpany of manda- 
rins^ among whom were ieveral perfons, natives 
of France, who had been of the order of jefuits ; 
but being prohibited fropx promulgating^ their 
do^ines in this country, had alTumed its.drers 
andmmmers, and, <m account of their learn- 
ing, had been elevated to the dignity of man- 
darins. Thefe French gentlemen, who were, 
as may be very readily concrived, well ac- 
N 2 quaioted 



( ‘ t9^o ) 

^*7^ quainted with the -interefts of the cpqiitiy in 
which they were np^y oaturalizedy encofuraged 
Lord Macartney to hope for the moA fatisfac- 
tory and beneficial iilue of the embafily which 
he conducted. 
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C H A P. X. 

Lard Mtcartney receives notice t that it is the Em- 
peror's pUafure to receive the embajj^ at the im- 
perial rejidence in l^artary.-. — Tthe perfons JeU^ed 
to attend the Ambc^ador in his progrefs thither. 

^The^ particular occupations ajigned to thofe who 
7Vere left at Pekin, — Arrangements for the jour- 
ney into Tartary.— -Leave Pekin i circumjiances 
of the journey. ' 

The Ambaffador received a vifit this morn- * 793 * 
ing from the mandarin Van-Tadge-In, who Xu^ 
informed his Excellency, that the melTenger 
who had been fent to know his Imperial* Hfa- ' 
jefty’s pleafure relpe£ling the Britifli embody, 
was returned; and that the Emperqr defired 
the Ambaflador to proceed to Tartary, where 
he wiflied to fee him, and to receive his cre- 
dentials. 

This morning the final arrangements wereThi«Cayi 9 
made refpeAing that part of the' fuite who were 
io accompany the embiairy into Tartary. They 
confiftedof 

Sir Gteorge Staunton, 

Staunton, 

N 3 Eieutey 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Benfon, 

Captain Mackintosh, 9 ^ She HindoAan, 
Lieutenant Pariih, 

Lieutenant Crewe, 

Mr. .Winder, * 

Doi5tor Gillan, 

Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, 

Mr. Baring, and 
Mr. Huttner. 

Mr. Maxwell remained at Pekin, with three 


fervants, in order to fettle the houfchold of the 
AmtsatTador, as, on his return from Tartary, it 
was intended that his establishment and ap- 
pearance Should be, in every refped, fuited to 
the character and dignity of the fovereign who^ 
reprefentative he was. 

DoAor Scott alfo left, in order to take 
• cai|^ of feveral of the Soldiers and fervants, who 
were, at this time, very much aiSided with the 
bloody flux. ■ 

Mr. Hickey and Mr. Alexander were to be 
employed in preparing thpportratsof their Bri- 
tannic. MajeSlies, which, with the Slate canopy, 
>ycre to be the appropriate furniture of the pre- 
fence chamber of the AmbaSlador. , 

Doctor Dinwiddie and Mr. Barrow were to 

•.<#1 

regulate the prefents that had been left ^t the 
palace of Yeumen-manyeumen, and ^o put 
‘ i ' them 
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tbem in a ftate to be pre&nted to the Emperor, 
on the AmbalTador’s return to Pekin. 

The guards, mulicians, and iervan^s ;^iyed 
oi^ders to ^old themielves in rcadine^, to fet out 
on Woriday morning, with no other baggage 
but their bedding, and fuch necefTaries as were 
indifpcnfable on the occahon. 

The gentlemen of the fuitp were likewite re- 
quefted to content themielves with the qniform 
of the cmbally, a common fuit pf cloaths,; and 
fuch other articles as they might judge to' be 
abfolutely necelfary for their own comfort, and 
the formality of the occafion. 

Mr. Maxwell received orders to diilribute 
to each of the muficians and fervaiits^ a hiit of 
the ftate liveries, in order that the attendants 
might appear in an uniform, which would add 
to the digpity and fplendbr of the AipbaiTadOr’s 
entrance }nto Jehol. 


» 793 * 

— v-rJ 

Auguft. 


The carpenters were employed this morning FrMay3<k 
in unpacking an pjd travelling chailp belong- 
ing to Sir George (Staunton, in which Lord 
Macartney propofed to travel to Jehol. This 
carriage generally attrafted the notice of the 
Chinefe, who flocked about it to fee the nature 
of its conftruflipn, and the materials of \yhich 
jt wasdbrnied ; thefd they examined with a 
very Angular purioAty ; and fqme of them werp 
to anxious tp undqrAand all its parts, that they 
1^4 
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made various, drawings of it. But fo.femiliar, 
are the eyes of thefe people to the glare and 
glitter .pf colours and gilding,' that, however they 
might admire the mechanifm and contrivance of 
the carriage, they did not helitafef.to exjj^cfs 
their, ditapprobation of its exterior appearance ; 
which, I mutt own, did not poffefs any very 
uncommon degree of attra<^lion. 

' At noon Mr. Plumb came to inform the 
fuite, on the, part of Van-Tadge-In, the at- 
tendant mandarin, that fuch as chofe to travel 
on horfeback, were to give.in their names, that 
horfes might be prepared for them ; and thofc 
who chofe the conveyance by carts, Ihould be 
provided accordingly. 

After thefe travelling arrangements were fet- 
tled, the mulicians, fervants, &c. atten^d at 
Mr. Maxwell’s apartment, to receive the 
, clofths in which they were to make their pub- 
lic appearaince at Jehol. A large cheft was 
produced on the occalion full of cloaths : they 
were of green doth, laced with gold; but their 
appearance awakened a fufpicioh that they had 
■already been frequently worn, and on tickets, 
fewed to the linings, were written the names of 
their former wearers ;.~as many of thefe tickets 
appeared, on examining them, to be th^ vilit- 
ing cards of Monfieur de la Luzerne, the late 
J^l^nch AmhalFador, it is more than probable, 

* ' that 
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that they had been made up for fome gala, or t793« 
'fete, given by .that minifier. But whether they 
were of diplomatic origin, or had belonged to 
the theatres, is of no tonfequence, they were 
never ^tended for adlual fcrvice, being made 
only for a few temporary occafions, whatever 
they might be. With thefe habiliments, how- 
ever, fuch as they were, every man fitted him- 
felf, as well as he could, with coats andwaift- 
coats; but of fmall-cloaths, there were -not mote 
in the whole package than were fufficient for the 
accommodation of fix perfons. The Chinefe 
may not be fiippofed to be capable of diftin- 
guifhing on the propriety of our figure, in thefe 
ill-fuited uniforms ; but we certainly appeared 
in a very firong point of ridicule to each other. 

The two couriers were furnifhed with beaver 
helmets, but not an hat was difiributed to ac- 
company thefe curious liveries ; which, after alC 
the fervants were ordered not to put on till the 
day when they were to add fo much eclat to the 
entry of the embafly into Jehol. 

When the chaife was put in complete order 
for the journey, a difficulty arofe, for which, as 
it was not forefeen, no provifion had beert 
made ; and this was no lefs than to get a 
couple of •poftillions ; at* length, however, a 
corporal of infantry, who had once be^ a 
poft-boy, offered his fervice, and; a light-horfe- 

man 
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* WS* man was ordered to affift him in condu6ling the 
Augnft. carriage. , 

sanr 4 ay 3 i. This moming fuch of the prefents andl bag- 
gage as Were intended to be forwarded to Tar- 
taiy, were font off : fome of them were carried 
by mutes, others in carts; but the more valuable 
articles, and thofe of delicate fabric, and curi- 
ous conftru^tion, were borne by men. 

' This important bulinefs being difpatched, a 
great number of horfes were brought to the pa- 
lace, when eacli of the gentlemen, and the other 
perfons of the fuite who propofed to ride, made 

choice of hishorfe; ahd the animals thus fe- 

\ 

ledled for the fervice of the approaching jour-: 
ney, were then delivered to thofe perfons whofe 
office it was to take proper care oit them till the^ 
time of om* departure. 

^ ThepofKlIions were permitted to. exerclle the 
horfes in the chaife for an hour, through the 
llreets of Pekin. They were guarded both by 
hiandarins and foldiers; and, indeed, fuch were 
the crowds whicl> aflembled to fee this extraor- 
dinary fpe<51aclc, that fonic kind of authority 
and exertion was ncceflary to give the drivers an 
opportunity of Ihcwihg their Ikill, and exhibit-: 

- ing th^ equipage and itsappariitus to advantage. 
The eoipofal being alfo furnifheq oiT the occa- 
liou with the jacket, helmet, &c. of tlm light 
horfe, the poftillions not .only made ah uni- 
form, but a very pretty appearance. • 

The 
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The Ambaffador received a ^lit from feveral 1795. 
mandarins; when the band played on the l):ags 
of the theatre for their entertainment. 

Lieut. Parith exercifed his men in the ord? 
nance evolutions, to keep them in practice, as 
it was thought very probable that, on prefcnt- 
ing the artillery to the Emperor, he might defrre 
to fee an exhibition of European tactics. 

As it was ordered that the embalTv fhould fet s*?**"*®? 

' Sunday i» 

out to-morrow morning at two o'clock, fome 
of the baggage, to prevent as mueh as polBble 
the confufion which had been hitherto experi> 
enced, was lent forward this evening. 

Soon after one o’clock thfs morning, the drums Mona»y i. 
were beat through all the courts of the palace, 
and in half an hour the whole fuite was in 
motion. The bedding was then fettt on in 
carts; and the Ambaflador, with his attendants,^ 
having made a flight brcakfaft, quitted the pa* 
lace at half an hour paft three o’clock, under a 
flrong efcort of Chinefe cavalry ; but, even at ’ 
this eariy hour, the crowd of fpeftators was 
fo great to fee our departure, that the pro- 
grcfs of the cavalcade was very much impeded; 
efpecially the carriage of the AmbaiTador,' 
which, from the dbnCourfr of people and the 
awkwardn^s of the horfes which had not been 
properly broke into thw pciy gees, was very 
much delayed. 


At 
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1793. At feven o’clock we paficd through the city 
gatcj add in about half ah hour had exchanged 
the fuburbs for a rich and finely cultivated 
country. The road, though very broad, had no ^ 
pavement in' the center, like that which leads- 
from Tong-tchew to Pekitt.' ' At the end of fix 
miles we flopped at aconfiderable village called 
Chin-giho, wfiere we flayed to take the ufual 
refrelhments of the morning, which have been 
fo often mentioned. Our. route was then con- 
tinued through a great number of villages, and 
near three o’clock arrived at one of the Empe- 
ror’s palaces ■named Nanfiiifhee, where we' 
were appointed to remain during the firft night 
of our journc}'. 

The mandarin Van-Tadge-In, whom I nave 
had fuch frequent occafion to mention, rather 
Jricreafed’ than dimini fried his adlivity on the 
prefent journey ; which might arife, perhaps, 
from our being more particularly under the 
imperial care and proteftion. We were here 
provided |with every requifite accommodation, 
and in a very comfortable manner. To our 
dinner each’day was added a regale pf jooaw 
and ifliamptlboo ; the former is a bitter wine of 
the country 7 and thqlatfer, a veryjElrong fpi- 
rit diftill^d fiom rice and millet, whofc appear-, 
anep refembles' that pf Brftifit gin. 


In 
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In the evening the foldiers wore exetcifed by i793« . 
Lieut. Colonel Benfon. •* 

’ We computed the' joufnejr' of this day to be 
about twenty-five miles; and, though it may 
appear but dull travelling to perfons accuf- 
tomed to the expedition of Englith roads, it 
will be confidered as no very tardy progr^ls, 
when the obfiacles are known which tended to 
impede it. 

The fame borfes were to take us the whole 
journey, and the fame nien to carry the bag- 
gage ; befides, the whole of our provifions was 
ordered and drefled at the feveral places through 
which we palfed on the road, and conveyed in 
bowls, carefully covered up in trays, on men’s 
fiioulders, to every ftageof our journey, for our 
refrelhment there. 

Tlie difiance from Tekin to Jehol is one 
hundred and fixty miles,, which was divided 
into feven nearly equal daily journies. This 
arrangement was made that the embafiy mi^t . 
be accommodated each day beneath an imperial 
'roof ; as the- Emperor for his own convenience 
and dignity, has a certain number of palaces 
uilt at equal diftances on the road from Pekin • 

0 his fummer refidcncedn Tartary. This pri- 
ilege was confidcreel to be a moll: flattering 
iiark of difiindkm, as it is pever granted even 
Ip the firfi mandarins of the empire. 

I 


Of 
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Of this place we can fay but little, as no pMs 
were npen to our infpcAion but thofe which we 
inhabited. It did not rife higher than one floiy '; 
nor, from what we bad an opportunity of iee< 
ing, did it appear that the interior apartments 
were fuperior to the external form : whicli had 
nothing either of' elegance or figure to aj^traA 
attention. The central part of the courts w^ 
planted with ti^ecs and flowers of various kinds, 
whicli had a very {leafing effcA. An exten- 
live garden furrounded the palace, but we could 
not, to our very great di&ppointment, obtain 
accefs to it. 

We continued oUr journey atfour o’clock 
this morning, with the fame guard of Chinele 
cavalry} and, havdngpafTed the village of Can- 
tim, which poUefTcs the ufual charafteriftic of 
every Chinefe village we had yet feen, an over* 
:dowing population, we arrived at the town of 
Wheazou, a confiderable place ; and, after the 
ufual refrefhments, proceeded, beneath a burn- 
ing fun, along dufty roads, but through a very 
fertile country, to the palace of Cbandn, where 
we arrived at one o’clock.' It is a very exten- 
five building of one flory throughout, and con- 
tains ten or twelve fpacious courts, furrounded 
with piazzas, and adorned with central gardens, 
planted with trees and thickened fhrubbeiiestbat 
were interiedted by walks. The country around 
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it boatis a continuation of that fertility which 
has been already mentioned. It was enclofed, 

^hd fed innumerable herds of catde and flocks 
of Iheep; the former are finall but very fat, with 
white faces, and a ihort thick tail, which is a 
lump of fat, and weighs feveral pounds^ 

We let off this morning at five o’clock. The Tt einet 
difiant country appeared to be mountainous, 
and role boldly in the horizon. That fertility . 
of which fo much has been faid, began lenlibly 
to diminilh, and the richnt^ of the foil was 
proportionably decreafing. At half pal); feven 
o’clock we arrived at a finall village, called 
Cuaboocow, where we breakfafted, and, from 
fume accidental circumfiance, not in the ufual 
ftile of plenty in a place like a farm yard. 

The road, as we proceeded oh our journey, 
became extremely rugged and difagreeable, and 
the heat of the weather continued without any 
alleviation. 

At noon we faw a very large walled city^ 
called Caungchumfoa; the walls of which were 
built of fi<me^ and, though not fo lofty, in the 
fame form, as thole of Pekin. 

We palled at leaft two hundred dromedarlel 
and camels carrying very heavy loads of wood 
and charced, as it appeared, to the dty which 
has been juft mentioned. This large drove was 
under the diredtion of one man, who feemed to 
3 man^e 
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manage it without the leaft difficulty. Thefe 
animals are among the moft docile of the brute, 
creation ; helides, the length of time they can 
feft, and their great llrength as beafts of bur- 
then, render them invaluable in the commerce 
of the eaft. 

The palace where the embalTy Was received at 
the end of this day’s journey, derives its name 
• from the city of Caungchumfoa, near which it 
Hands : it is furrounded With gardens, but has 
little to diftinguifh it from tbofc which we have 
already inhabited. 

This was the moil fatiguing and unpleafant 
day of our whole route, both from the heat of 
the weather and the badnefs of the road, which 
was fo rugged and narrow in many places, that 
Ibme of the carts were overturned ; but, hap- 
j;)ily, without any accident to thofe whom they 
conveyed. 


CHAT. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Jrrive at the tewn of H'aung-chat^eng.'^Defcrip^ 
tion of Cbinefe foldiers, &c^Pa/s the great waU; 
defcriptioH of it.— ^he different appear dntei of 
Tartary and China. — Pa/s an extraordinary mun” 
tain.—J&rive at the palace of Chaung-JhMtnte'i 
the circumfiances of it,— Example ' of the indufiry 
of the peafants, and the cultivation of the (owitry. 

— Sofne account of the tenure hy which lands are 
held in China.— ^rive at the palace ofCaUachoU 
tueng ; defcription^ of it.— Arrangements fettled 
for the manner in which the emhaffy was to make 
its entrance- into Jehol, 

J^S the country was now become very u#S“ *j[93*rr; 
^lar and mpui^tainous, the roads wetfc proper- * September* 
tionably fatiguing. At nine we arrived at the 
town of Waung-chauyeng. At a. fmall difiance 
from it, we pafied an arch of great firength, 
which firetches acrots a valley to unite the bp- 
polite hills, and is guarded by a broad wall on 
either fide of it. A little further, the road pro- 
ceeds upb Very fieep hjU, pn the top of which 
there is a fort, with a firon^ wall or rampart 
extending on either fide of it, to the difiance of 
two or three miles« From the elevated fitua- 
* ’ ,0 tiona 
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*793* • tions which the inequality of the ^oad firequently 
pffer^^' this .wall was a veiy vilible object in 
its' wijbje ^tentj laiid appeared to be in a ftate 
pfilecay. 

Beneath the fort is a llrong, thick, ftonp, 
.archway, through which the road conducted us 
down a hill, whpfe declivity was fuch, as to 
pblige the, drivers to have but one horfe in each 
carriage, and tp^fCGUre a wheel with ropes, to 
prevent a top rapid defcenjt. the hpttom of 
this hi]l, and in a moft rpmantic valley, tiands 
t)i6 tpvvp of Waung-chauyeng, which refcmbles 
fhofe places of the fame kind tliat have been al- 
ready 4efcribcd,. except in 'the uniformity of 
them ; this being built with greater irregularity 
Aan any we had yet fecq. It is about a mile 
in length, as well as I could judge from our 
pa^ge through it, but I had no opportunity of 
afrortaining its .breadth; populous it w^as, of 
bpiirfe, and appeared to he a very hufy place. 

After breakfaft we prdcecded towards a fpot 
PU our journey, of which we had all heard or 
read vyith wonder and aftopifliment ; which fo 
few Europeans had ever feen, and which no 
pnff of bur own. country would probably ever 
fee but durfelves ; this was thfe great wall, the 
‘ancient bouiKkrjr of ‘Chma and 'Tartary, 
through whofe pqria|s our palTage la^. 
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At end of the toWn which has been iofi; i793> 
mentioned, there was a temporary arch erected sepwnbtr. 
in honour of the embatTy, finely* decorated 
with flreamers and lilks of various colours : — 
at the entrance of it the Ambaffador was fainted 
with three guns. There we pafied between a 
double line of foldiers, which extended on eithar 
fide of the road, from the triumphal gateway 
towards the great wall. 

Thefe were the only foldiers we had yet fcen 
in China, who pofiefied a martial appearance ; 
and, according to my notion of fuch things, I 
never few a finer difplay of military parade. 

They were drawn up in ,a very regular manner, 
each regiment being diftingui^ed by a difie* 
rent drefs, and divided into companies : thefe 
were ranked in clofe columns, and in their 
fronts flood the officers with two Hands of ib' 
lours. They were all arrayed in a kind of ar- ' 
mour, which confifted of ^ loofe coat or robe, 
in imitation of a coat of mail^. with fteel hel- 
mets that covered' their heads and fhoulders.* 

Their implements of war were various, com- 
prifing matchlodcs,' fabres, daggers, fpeajs* 
halberds, lances, bows and arrows, with fdm^ . 
other, weapons, of which I knew not the name, 
and caniiot particularly defcribci Thofe com- 
panies of foldiers who wore no warlike infiru- 
mcht but the fword,* had a fhicld to accompahy 
0 a , itv' 
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*793' In l|^rjt/cYCiy one of 
li it ^ was diftinguiflied hy iftwir drefe and arms, 
and arranged with the uts^ioft propriety, not 
mc^ly as torreguladty of portion in their gene- 
ral didributipn, hut as to the efie^ of contrail 
in- the variety of external appearance. On one 
£de of the road there were feyenteen of thefe 
divliions, each .confliiingi as I ihould think, 
of about eighty men ; and a band of mulicians, 
l^ced in a building credled, as it appeared, 
for the occadon, continued to play, as the , 
cavalcade of the Engliih embaiTy paiTcd be- 
tween the lines. 

On approaching the wall, there were can- 
tonments for a Coniidcrable army, at the extre- 
mity of which thcro is a very iirong gateway, 
built of floiw, and mil llrcngthened with the 
addstion of three vail iron doors; on pafling 
toem, we entered Tartary. On the outfide of 
anothto gateway is « ftrong redoubt, from 
wbence rwe hid, and contrived to 

get on the top of the great wall which formferly 
delated the two empires.. , 

, , .5Jhis ^11 is, perhaps, tKc*moft ftupendous 
; : the Icngm of it 

^ of byeilyc J|;undred 

and;ito]Mght to the place where I flood 
liipon it, Jt ,yari«i in its circuou^n^, ac- 
.^pdjng to t^ nature of the fui^ce, is upwards 
' " ■■ of 
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tof thirty feet, and it is about twenty -font feet *79S‘ 
broad. The foundation is formed of large fquafe 
ftones, and the reft is briek: : the middle is of; 
tempered earth, covered with broad ^oues; 
there is alfo an embattled parapet or brealt- 
work of flohe, thr^ feet thick j oti each fide of 
the wall. ; ' 

When it is confidered that this iihinehfe firuC* 
lure is not merely carried along level ground, 
butpafies overimmenfe rivCrs, where it afiumea, 
the form of bridges, fome of which contain 
double rows of immenfe. arches j or ftretches, 
in the fome expanfive fhape, acrofs deepvallies 
to cotiuedt the mounhuns that form them $ and 
that it not only defeends, but alfo afcehds, the 
ileepefi; declivities ; the idea of its grandeqr, and 
the a<n:ive labour employed in confirudling it, 
in the Ihort fpace Of a few yeat$, is not ealily 
grafped by the ftrongeft imagination. 

Where it climbs the" heights, file afeent is 
aided by large flights of fieps, fo that the piaf- 
fe along it is:at oiice ea^, fCeure^ mid unin- - 
terrupted. In fiiort, it formed a fine milifory 
way, by which ihe armies of China, employed 
to defend its frontier agrnnfi tl^^artars, could 
match froin one end rrf thc'jungdom td the 
other.“ 'ITiere are IllfoV pfopw diftanoi!^, 
ftrong towersj fiom wheri^i% certairi fignals, 
an alarm could bh comihr^catedy in a very 
6 j fhoaf:' . 
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*793* Ikdrt li) 4 te d£ acrofs, the whole eai|nre; j 
%epc^^ ahd wherever the wall attaii^ the liimmit of an 
> hill, or mountain,' fltere is k ftrong £91! deligned 
, S watch the ineurhons aind movements of the 
; enemy.;- 

• TThe part of thi^ wall on vi/^hich I iftood, 

' ooinmanded a very extenfive view of it, with 
• all the romantic fcenery coime<Sted withisit. 
From hence I faw the amazing fabric take its 
coar&.fot many miles over a beautifrd plain, 
Wati^ed by aiarge river, ' which it crofled in the 
fbrm of a bridge. A little to the well ward it 
mhehds a very lofty mountain. Which, on that 
fide, completes the profpedt. , . 

. But the molt Itupendous worlu of man mult 
at len^h moulder away ; and lince Tartary and 
China are become one nmion, and confe- 
quently fubpe<St to the latoe government, the 
loft its hn^rtance ; it being no longer 
hdeeftary for defence or fecurity, no attention 
is how pEddito its prefervation ; fo that the time 
is ap^rmt^ing when this itupendous monument 
of j^erfevering^' when ;this unparalleled 

efFo^ of national policy, will become an enor> ' 
mbiu* length of ruins, and an awful example of 
detMyrhwby-paris of it ard already fallen down, 
aha bth^stth^teh to encumber the plam that 
tht^ Wore rdsied to-defend. 
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One of the niandwDs infbmed me, as we 
were Walking together on tlie wall, that, accord- 
ing to the hiftories of his country,' it had been 
tinilhed upwards of two thoufand years ago i 
and, confequently, feveral denturies before thd 
Chriftian aera. , , 

i muft, however, acknowledge tbatj after allj 
this renowned barrier of China did not, altogfr- 
ther, fatisfy my expedations. The wonder of 
it confifts in its extent, of which a finall part is 
to be feen ; and the fhort time in which it was 
ereded, may equally aftonifti by reading an ac^ 
count of it. When I flood on it, I was ftill 
obliged to cxercife my imagination as to the 
aftonifliing circumftances coiineded with it, 
and faw it alio in a comparative view with ha- _ 
tural objeds infinitely fuperior, atleaft, 'to any » 
partial appearance of it. 

Wlicn we had pafled the wall, there w^ an 
immediate change in the appearance of the 
country.* Inftead of a level range of Various 
and uncealing cultivation, of the habitations of 
wealth, the crowd of population, and the. ex- 
ertion of induftry, we beheld a wide and bar- 
ren wafte, finking into tallies, and rifingnnto 
mountains; where no bavveft waved, no vil- 
l^spSured forth thdr inhabitants, or fplendid 
manfions enriched the fcenci The traveller,- 
however^ is apply compenfated by the variety 

’ 94 of 
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' t>93* of natural objeSs wMch prdbnt them&lves td 
; j|nd the lov^ of ^i(^re^ue; beauty findsy 
aii#^ 

joui^c^t a fottrce ordhchaotment ytrhich makea 
him forget them all. 

At the diilanoe of about f^en miles from thd 
^^t '^llj wc came to the foot of a very high 
jQpvintsiii, Which tlie carts could not alc^.nd 
.without an additional number of horfcs.' The 
p^age through this mountain is another proof 
of the genius and indefatigable fpirit of (he 
Chinefc people in all works that relate to publio 
utility. It is thirty feet in breadth, cut through 
a fblki rock ; and, which is the more extnior* 
dinary part of this undertaking, the incilion 
made from the top of the mountain to the lurr 
face of the roa^, is, at leaft, one hundred feet i 
■—a ftopendousllabour f But furmounting with 
this ttid th the paiTagej the beginning of thd 
afeent Ijas a very fearful appearance s wliile on 
the other tide the way flopes down with agentle- 
declivity between two large mountains towards 
a beautiful valtey. 

, At o’clock we Miiycd at the palace of 
Chatu^'l^huve, which is lituated ©n a linall . 
ehnFatiQp,/ ^t thc dti^nce of a mile and^^ half 
frdmr'tbe bdttdn^ of the hill which has beXin jull 
defenbied. It is of large .(Rendons, and fur- 
'^undi^ by an jhigh wallf liping the TefidcnM ; 
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of B cdnfiderable number of the Emperor's wo- * 
men j many of whbny I faw peeping over the 
partition which feparatcd iheir apartments from 
the part of the palace a^gnad to the accommo- 
dation of the embatly. Though it was not .per-^ 
mitted for any of the Ambatfador’s fuite, as 
may well be fuppofed, to Vifit thefe ladies, the 
guardi^s of them, who were all emtuchs, came ' 
to vifit Us. There were, indeed, tcveral nimi- 
darins among them, to whom was configned 
the care and condu^ of the female communitj^. 

This palace was furrounded with very exten- 
five gardens, but, from the particular fervicetp 
which it was applied, it would have been a 
firong mark of folly, as Well as an idle rilk of 
' danger, to have made any attempt to fee them. 

We left Chaaug-fhanuve this morning at riia*y 
half pafl: fix, and fbund the weather extrcmeljfc 
cold and piercing. The road continued to take 
the form of the cOUritry, which Was very moun- 
tainous and irregular, as well as naked, and 
without any other marks pf cultivation but fuch 
as denoted the poverty of it. But this barmn 
appearance does not proceed fivm theinadtivity^ 
of the inhabitants^ who fdze'on every tpot ca- 
pable of being tilled^ andC hi fituations whiph 
are accelBble only to the adventurous praiant, 

%thom npcelltt]^ iiiapels td> ^lher a ^»nty and 
-angerous hhirvefi. One eidunj^e of this ha- 
zardous 
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' ^ardolis hiduftiy, '.which I obfervcd this xfioin*’ 
ing, will liilficiently illu^te the banentiels of* 
the countiy, and the'Q>itit of its fcattered inha- 
bitants. 

On a very high mountain I difcpvered feveral 
diftindt patches of caltivated ground, in fuch a 
ftate of decliyitjr, as appeared to be altogether 
inaccelfible,; and while I was conlidering the 
means which the owner of them muft employ 
to plant and gather his vegetables on thefe 
ala[rming precipices, I bdield him actually em- 
ployed in digging a tmalMpot neaY the top of 
the hill, and in a lituation where it appeared to 
me tobeimpotfible, without fome extraordinary 
cdntrivance, for any One to ftand, much lefs to 
be following the bufinefs of a gardener. A 
more minute examination informed me, that 
this poor pea&nt had a rope faltcned round his 
iniddle, which was fecttred at the top ^f the 
mountain, and by wldch this hardy cultivator 
lets- himtelf down to any part of the precipice 
where^a few fquare yards of ground gave him 
encouragement to plant his vegetables, or his 
corn : and in this inanner he had decorated the 
mountain with tbofe little cdtivated tpota 
that hung about it. J^car the bottom, on an 
hUlock, thi& induttricms peafant haS ereCted a 
wooden hut^ furronnded with a^iinall piece of 
ground, planted with cabbages^ where he thp- 

portedy . 
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ported, by this hazardous mduftiy, a wife and 
femily. . Tl»e whole pf thefe cultivated fpots sefuaiw. 
does not amount to mmre than half an acre ; but 
iituated, as they are, at fuch confidcrable and 
hazardous difeances from ^ch other, they*oflfer 
a very curious example of the natural induftry 
of the people. , 

It is, certainly, a wife policy in the govern- 
ment of Gliina to receive the greater part of the 
taxes in the produce of the country ; and is a 
confiderable fpur to improvement and induthy 
in every clafs of the people, who are to get their 
‘bread by the exertions of genius, or the fwcat 
of their brow. The landlord, alfo, receives the 
greater part of his rents in the produce of hit 
farms and tlic farmer pays lus fervants, in a 
great meafure, by giving them pieces of wafte 
uncultivated, land, where there are any, with^ 
occafional encouragement to excite their iu- 
duftry. Such are 'tlie cuftoms : which prevail 
throughout China, and tend fo much topre- 
lerve theprofperity, and promote the cultivatipn 
of every part of that extenfiye empire. 

By ten p’clock this morning we arrived at the 
palace of Calladiottueug, near a final! village of’ 
the fame name, where we remained the whole, 
of this day* on account of 'thie length of the 
next flage and invoplerto make, a rnprei^al 
divifibn of the tell: of ppr journey. , ; , 

This 
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’ This^aeei&fituatedinajdait),tjebveehhi»o 
verylar^ and lofty mountains : in form and 
external appearance it refembles thofc we have' 
already defcribed ; but appeare to be of mod^ 
jetedlion i and its apartments are fitted up in a 
Wter ftyle than any we had yet feen. In Ibme 
of the courts there were artificial f bins, a favou- 
rite objed in the ornamental gardening of this 
Country, furrounded with plots of verdure* > . 

As the emba^y now approached the termina- 
tion of its journey, and was loon to appear be- 
fore the fqvereign, to .obtiiin whole favour and 
friendfiiip it had traverfed lb large a part of the> 
glob«^ the-AmbafiadQr gave orders for rehearf- 
ibg the procelfion. With which we were to make 
our appearance at the Imperial Court. . Thi^ 
evehiog-, therefbre, the cCremoiiial was arranged, 
and performed, under the diredtiOn of Lieut. 
Col. ^nfbn, and approved by the AmbalTador. 
The band played the Duke of York’s march 
daring the . time of i^r rehear&l. 
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CHAP. X«. 

Arrive at the palace of Callachotrejbanfu^ — Stop at 
one of the Emperor's pagodas. — ^he public entry 
into Jehol. — Defcription of the palace provided for , 

• the Britijh embaJfy.-r-A principal mandarin pcys 
a vijit of ceremony to the Ambaffddor. — Singular 
eonduS re/peSHng the pravijms fuppUed for the 
fuite. — The prefents unpacked andJdfplcyed,-^AH 
account of them. 

We fet off this morning at fix o'clock, 1793. 
when the air was cold and piercing, and paflcd 
through a very hilly and mountainous coon- ^ ■ 
try. After having breakfafted at a village qf 
the name of Quaftthanglin, the route was con* 
linued. 

The villages we now pafied were well peo- 
pled, but the difference is very great indeed 
between the population, as well as cultivated 
fiate of China and Tartary. On this fide of 
the wall, the pifture is extremely varied, the 
face and produdions of the country ai^e no 
longer the fame; nor were there any towns' 
of confideration in the latter part of our jour- 
ney. 

At , 
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^3v At two b’clqtk in the afternoon we atriyed, 
very much fatigued by the badnefs of the roads, 
'and the jolting faculties of our carriages, at 
the palace of Callachotrefliangfu. It is a fpa- 
cious and noble cdiftcc, but has not been lately 
inhabited ; as might well be fuppofed, from the 
great number of fquirrels running about the 
courts, and haunting the apartniients. 

Sim*y i*. •pj^g embaffy continued its route at ftx ' 
o’clock, and,' in about two hours, arrived at 
one of the Emperor’s pagodas, about three 
miles from the imperial refidencc. There a 
more abundant diQilay of refrefhments was 
prepared than we had feen for fome time, from 
th^ difficulty of procuring them in the country 
through which we palled. Some time was allb 
neceflary for every part of the fuitc to arrange 
t^ir drets, and fettle their appearance. At 
half paft nine, however, we Arrived at ,a fmall 
village, called Quoangcho, at .about the diflance 
of a mile from JehoL Here the fuitc alighted 
from their horfes and carriages, and put them-!* 
felves in a ftate of preparation for the entry ; 
which profceeded in the following manner, 
.amidft n prodigious Concourfe of people, whom 
curiblity had led to fee,fuch a fpedlacle as they 
had never feen before, and will never, I believe, 
^sbold again. 
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The foldiers of the royal artilleiy, com- i793» 
manded by Lieut. Parilh ; » 

The light-horfe and infantry, commanded 
by Lieut. Crewe ; 

The fervants of the Ambaflador, two and 
two; 

The couriers ; 

The mechanics, two and two ; 

The mulicians, two and two,; 

The gentlemen of the fuite, two and two ; 

Sir George Staunton in a palankih; 

The Ambaflador and Mr. Staunton in the 
poft-chaife, with a black-boy, drefled in a tur- 
ban, behind it, clofed the proceflion. 

There was, indeedj fomewhat of parade in 
all this bufinefs, but it was by no means cal- 
culated to imprefs a favourable idea of. the, 
greatnefs of the Britifli nation on the minds of 
thofc who beheld it; they might be pleafe? 
with its novelty ; but it did not, in any degree, 
poflefs ' that chara6terifl:ic appearance which 
was fo neceffary on the prefent occaflon. The 
military departments made a re^e£table figure, 
and the gentlemen of the fuite cannot be fup- 
pofedfor a moment to derogate from the diplo- 
matic charadter in whiclj they were involved ; 
but the reft of the company exhibited, a very 
awkward appearance : fome wore round hats, 
fome eoched hats, others flraw hats ; fome 
. were 
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" in whdte l^ots,,foine in Mlf boots, and 
. others in Aloes with coloured ftpekings. In 
iSert/ unleTs it was in ifl^nd-hand coats and 
waidcoats, which did not fit them, the inferior 
part of the fuite did not enjoy even the ap- 
pearance of Aiabby uniformity. 

In this date and order the procelfion moved 
on with a fiow pace to the city of Jehol, and 
fijon ader ten a’clock arrived at the palace pro- 
vided for the accommodation of the Britith em- 
bafly in this 6ity. Here the military part of the 
cavalcade formed a line to receive the Ambaf^ 
fitdOr with the ufual honours. 

*rhus the embafly ^ved at the end of its te- 
dious and trQublefome jortrneyj but the manner 
of its reception did not fill us with any extra- 
vagant expectation as to the iflueof it ; for not 
a^mandarin appeared to congratulate the Am- 
'baffador on his arrival, or to ufher him, with 
that form which his dignity demanded, to the 
apartments provided for himt In ihdlt, we 
came to this palaCe with more than ufual ce- 
remony v hut we entered into it with as little, 
as any of thofe where we had been accommo- 
dated diifing our journey, Tlus appeared to be 
thp more ektoordinary, as-it was dm avowed 
expeCt^tioh of the principal perfons of the 
fuite, that the Ambaflador would be met, on 
jjis entry at jehol, by th^ Grand Choulia, the 
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imperial ininiiler of fbite : but on what grounds 1795. 
this expedVation was formed, or for what reafon 
it received fuch a diil^pointment, is not for me 
to offer a conjedture. 

On pur arrival, Lieut. Col. Benfbn ordered 
the troops to hold thcmfelves in readinefs to fall 
into a line at a moment's warning ; and defired 
the fervants, mechanics, &c; to range them- 
felvcs in order before the door of the Ambafla^ 


dor’s apartments, in order to receive the Grand 
Choulaa, who was .cxpedled every moment to 
pay his vifit of talutation and welcome. 

• In this date of fufpenfe we remained from 
our arival till paft four o’clock ; in the courfe 
of which time we had paraded at lead a dozen 
times, as fcveral mandarins came to take a cu- 
rious view of us, and every one of them was 
fuppoted, in his turn, to be the Grand Choulaa. 
The arrival of dinner, however, put an cniTto 
all expedlations of feeing him on this day. 

The palace, which was now become the re- 
fidence of the embalTy, is built on the declivity 
of a hill ; the Entrance to it is by eight large 
broad fteps that lead to a wooden gateway, 
through which there is a pafTage to a large 
court, paved in the center with large fiat fiones. 
On each*^de of this cohrt there is a long and 
broad gallery roofed with black fhining tiles. 


aud fupported in fropt by firong wooden pillars. 

’ P. That 
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*793* That on the left was employed at this time as a 
Sejitember. kitchen, and enclofed by mats nailed along the 
pillars to the height of fc^h or eight feet ; tlie 
other, on the opolite fide, was quite open, 
and ufed as a place of parade and exercife for 
the foldiers. At the upper end of this court 
there is another neat gallery or platform laid 
with ftones, and roofed in the fame manner as 
the others. To this there is an afeent of three 
fteps, and a door opens from it into ano- 
ther court, the wings of which afforded cham- 
bers for the military part of the embafly ; and 
the center part, fronting the gallerj’, to which 
there is an afeent of three fteps, contained the 
apartments of the Ambaflador and Sir George 
Staunton : beyond this is another court of the 
fame dimenftons, the wings of which were oc- 
cupied by the mechanics, muficians, and fer- 
vahts, and the center of it by the gentlemen of 
the fuite ; but it confifted only of two large 
rooms, where they flept in two divifions, and 
a lobby of communication, which was ufed as 
an eating falcon. 

This building cannot be deferibed as poflef- 
fing either giundeur or elegance ; it docs not 
rife beyond a ground floor, and is of unequal 
height, as the ground'on which it isJ^uilt is on 
a gradual afeent. It is furrounded by a wall,, 
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but is overlooked from the upper parts of the 
hill, on whote declivity it is erected. 

But though we vvd^e as yet rather difappointed 
in the reception of honours, we had no reafon 
to be dilTatisfied with the attention paid to our 
more urgent neceflities ; and we dined in com- 
fort and abundance. 



Sdptember. 


This morning, at fo early an hour as feven Monday 9. 
o’clock, we received a large quantity of boiled, 
eggs, with tea and bread, for breakfalV. At 
noon his Excellency was vilited by feveral 
mandarins. Nothing, however, as yet tranf- 
pired that could lead us to form a judgment as 
to the final iffue of the bufinefs : as fiir as any 
opinion could be formed as to the general afpeA 
of things, it did not bear the promile of that 
fuccefs which had been originally expeded 
from it. 


The Grand Choulaa ftill delayed his*«c- 
pededvifit. 

In this palace, as in our former places of rc- 
fidence, we experienced the jealous precaution 
of the Chinefe government : we were alfo kept 
here in a flate of abfolute confinement ; and, on 


no pretext, was it pertnitted to any perfon, -at- 
tached to the embafly, to pafs the gates. 

Thiwoorning his Excellency was vilited by a TuefJay 10. 
mandarin, accompanied by a nunierous train of 
attendants. He remained with the Ambaffador 
* P 2 and 
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1793. and Sir George Staunton about an hour, when 
ibme neceilary formalities were interchanged ; 
and he then returned wit^ the fame form in 
which he came. During the vilit of the man- 
darin, his attendants were very bufily employed 
in examining the drcfs of the Englilh lervants i 
tlie lace of which they rubbed with a done to 
certify its quality, and then looking at each 
other with an air of furprife, they fhook their 
heads and fmiled ; a fufficient proof that the 
Tartars are not unacquainted with the value of 
metals; at lead, they clearly comprehended 
the inferior value of the trimmings that deco- 
rated the liveries of the embafly. They ap- 
peared to be a polite and pleafant people, and 
of an agreeable afpe£t. 

Though it cannot be fuppofed that fuch a 
conference as was this morning held between 
the'iJritifh Ambaflador and the mandarin would 
be communicated to the general attendants on 
the embafly, yet we could not refift thqfpirit of 
conjecture on the occalion ; the following cir- 
cumflance, which took place this morning, did 
not ferve to diflipate that dilpofltion to forebode 
ill,* which prevailed among us. 

The Ambaflador cwdered Mr. Winder, one 
* of his fccretarics, to intimate to thev£brvants, 
that, in cafe they Ihould find, in the courfe of 
the day, any deficiency in their provifions, 
n, ' either 
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cither in quality or quantity, they fliould not ' «79S* 
complain to the people who fupplied them, but 
leave them untouched, and intimate the griej 
vance to his Excellency ; who requelled, for 
very particular and weighty reafons, that this 
order might he pundlually obferved. 

It became thofe to whom this intimation was 
made, to pay the moll willing obedience to it;^ 
at the fame time, it excited no fmall degree of 
aflonilhment that we fhould thus be ordered to 
prepare ourfclves for ill-ufage in the article of 
provilions, of which we had, hitherto, fo little 
rcafon to complain. Our treatment in this re- 
fpedl had been not only hofpitable, but boun- 
teous in the extreme. To fuggeft caufes of 
complaint to thofe who never yet had.reafon to 
complain, was a condu6l perfeitly unintelli- 
gible in itfelf; and was, therefore, very natu- 
rally referred, to the interview of the morning • 
between the mandarin and the Ambaflador. 

When, however, dinner came, we were fen- 
fible that the precautions communicated to us 
were, as we expe6lcrl to find them, the refult 
of fome well-grounded fufpicion ; for, inficad, 
of that abundance with which our tables had 
hitherto been ferved, there was not now a fuffi- . 
dent quantity of provifions for half the perfons 
who were rpady to partake of them. 

. P3 


The 
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17^3. Tlie emotions of every one attached to the 
sqjwmher. cmbafly were, I believe, very unpleatant upon 
the occalion. We not only felt the probability 
that we might be fiarved as well as imprifoned ; 
but that the embaffy itfclf.was treated with dif-' 
relpe6t ; and, of courfc, we felt fome alarm, le' 
the important objects of it would quickly vanifli 
4nto nothing. We had alfo our feelings as 
Britons, and felt the infult, as it appeared to us, 
which was offered to the crown and dignity of 
the firfl. nation in the world. 

This meagre meal, therefore, was left un- 
touched; and, in conformity to the orders 
which had been received, complaints were pre- 
ferred to his Excellency on the occafion ; and, 
on a report being made to him that the repre- 
fehtalions which had been made were founded 
in seality, Mr.’ Plumb, the interpreter, was re- 
' quefted to communicate the caufe of difeontent 
to the mandarin, and to infift on more hotpi- 
table ufage : nor was the rcmonftrancc without . 
an immediate effedt ; for, within five minutes 
after it was made, each table was ferved with a 
variety of hot difhes, not only in plenty, but- 
profufion. 

Why this entcrtainnv’nt, when it muft have 
been in actual ftate of preparation to M ferved, 
was thus withheld from us, could not be re- 
conciled to any principle pf jwftice or policy. 

• To 
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To luppoie that it proceeded from caprice, or 
an humorous fpirit of tantaliiing, cannot be 
readily imagined ; and, as for any faring of ex- 
penfe in the bulincls, that could be no object 
to the treafury of the Emperor. It was treated, 
therefore, as an enigma, which, when the evil 
was removed, foon ceafed to be a fubjedl of 
curiolity or inquiry. 

The Ambaifador was this morning pleated to “ wednet 
order the pretimts which were brought from 
Pekin, to be unpacked in the great platform, 
or portico, faring his Excellency’s apartments ; 
where fcvcral ranges of tables were placed to 
receive them. They were as follows ; 

Two hundred pieces of narrow coarfe cloth, 
chiefly black and blue. 

Two large, telefcopes. 

Two air guns. 

Two beautiful fowling pieces; one inlaid 
with gold, and the other with tilver. 

Two pair of faddle piftols, enriched and or- 
namented in the fame manner. 

Two boxes, each containing (even pieces of 
Irith tabinets. 

Two elegant faddles, with complete furni- 
ture ; the teats of thefe were of line doc 
ilwaj Hitched witfi* tilver thread ; the flaps 
were of a bright yellow fuperfine cloth, 
embroidered with tilvfer, and enrichqd witli 
, * P 4 filvec 
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1793 * Silver ipangles and talTels ; the teins and 
itirrup>ihraps were of bright yellow leather, 
Hitched with filver ; the llirrups, buckles^ 
&c. were of Heel double plaited ; and. 

Two large boxes, containing the fineflc 
pets of the BritiHi manufadory. 

Thefe were all the prcfents which were 
brought from Pekin: the reH, confifling of va- 
rious pieces of clock-work and machinery, with 
carriages, and pieces of artillery, were either 
too cumberfome or too delicate to venture on fo 
long a journey; and were, therefore, intended 
to be prefented to his Imperial Majefiy, on his 
return, for the winter feafon, to the capital of 
his empire. 

The prefents were ordered to remain in their 
prefent iituation till the imperial pleafure Hiould 
be known concerning them. Centinels were 
• appointed to do duty on the platform where 
they were placed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Xlir. 

fbe prefents removed from th* palace,— ‘A notljica- 
tion received that the Emperor would give audi-‘ 
ence to the Britijh Amhajfador,— Orders ijfued to 
the fuite on the occaJton.—The procejfon to the 
imperial palace defcribed. — 7 he Ambajjador's firfi 
audience of the Emperor, — Prefents received on 
the occajion. — ^e Ambajador's fecond vijit to the • 
^peror,— Additional prefents. — Favourable opi- 
nions entertained of the fuccefs of the embajfy. 

This morning, the conducing mandarin, 1793. 
Van-Tadge-In, accompanied by feveral of his 
mandarin brethren, and a troop of attendants, 
removed the prefents, as was prefumed, to the 
palace of the Emperor. 

His Excellency, at the tame time, received a 
^t from a mandarin of the firlt order, who 
came to notify that the Emperor would, on 
Saturday morning, give audience to the Axb.-^ 
baffador of the King ^f Great Britain at the 
imperiai*^alace. This intelhgence enlivened 
the fpirits, as it animated the hopes of the 
^^ole embally : and, though the Grand Chou> 

' laia 
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1793* laa had notvifited the Ambaflador, and other 
Sejxemw. cifcumfiances of an unfavourable afpedl had 
taken place, the news of the day not only dif- 
llpatcd our gloom, but renewed the tide of ex- 
peiftation, and made it flow with an accelerated 
current. « 

His Excellency received the vifits of leveral 
mandarins of diflinition, who continued with 
him upwards of an hour. 

Orders were iflued, that the whole luite 
ihould be ready on the following morning, at 
three o’clock, to accompany the Ambaffador to 
the imperial palace. The fcrvants were or- 
dered to drefs in their green and gold liveries, 
and to wear white filk, or cotton ftockings, 
with Ihoes ; boots of any kind being ablblutcly 
prohibited on this occafion. It was, at the 
fame time, intimated, that neither the foldiers, 
or the fervants, were to remain at the palace 
for the return of the Ambaflador ; but when 
they had attended him there, they were re- 
quefled to return immediately to Jchol, without 
prefuming to halt at any place whatever for a 
Angle moment; as his Excellency had every 
rdafon to expect that, in a few days, the prefent 
reflridtions, which w^e fo irktbmc to the re- 
tinue of the embafly, would be renasved, and 
'every indulgence granted t’thcm whidi they 
could reafonably deflre : and as any deviation 

» front 
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from this order would tend to rifque the lols of *793* 
that meditated favour, his Excellency ferioufly 
expciSted it to meet with a general and willing 
obedience. 

This morning, at fo early an hour as three Sunday 
o’clock, theAmbaffador and his fuite proceeded, 
in full uniform, to the Emperor’s court. 

His Excellency was dreffed in a fuit of 
Ipotted mulberry velvet, with a diamond liar, 
and the red riband; over which he wore the 
full habit of the order of the Bath, with the 
hat, and plume of feathers, that form a part of 
it. Sir George Staunton was alfo in a full 
court drefs, over which he wore the robe of a 
dotbor of laws in the Eiiglifh univcrlitics, 
with the black velvet cap belonging to that 
degree. 

Though the morning was fo dark that • 
could not diftinguifh each other. Lieutenant- , 
Colonel Benfon made an attempt to form a 
proceflion, to proceed the palankin of the 
Arabaffador. But this nianoeuvre was of very 
fhort duration, as the bearers of it moved rather 
too faft for the folemnity of a flow march ; 
and, inflead of proceeding it with a grave pace, 
we were glad to follo\^ it with a quick one. 
.Indeed,<^^ticther it was the attraction of our 
mufic, Vor any accidental circumftance, I know 
not, we' found ourfelves interrainged with a 

cohort 
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*793* cohort of pigs, affes, and dogs, which broke 
Stptmbv. our ranks, tuch as they were, and put us into 
irrecoverable confufion. All formality of pro- 
ceiHon, therefore, was at an end ; and the Am- 
baf&dor’s palankin was fo &r advanced before 
us, as to make a little fmart running ncccifary 
to overtake it. 

After a confufed cavalcade, if it can deferve 
that name, we arrived at the pala^of the Em- 
peror, in the fame ftate of conliiMn in which 
we had proce^ed — ^the pedeftrian part of the 
fuite being a little out of breath with running ; 
and the gentlemen' on horfeback, riot altoge- 
ther infenlible to the rilk of accidents from the 
dark hour of the morning. In fliort, it ap- 
peared, to the greater part of thofe who were 
concerned in it, to be rather ridiculous to at- 
tempt to make a parade that no one could 
fee. 

At about five o’clock the AmbafTador alighted 
from bis palankin, amidft an immenfe concourfe 
of people; Sir George, and Mr. Staunton bear-, 
ing the train, were followed by the gentlemen 
attached to the embafiy. 

The fervants, &c. returned according to or- 
der, and the ibldiers /marched back with fife 
and drum. As our return was bjT^ay-light, 
we had fome opportunity 'of examining* the ap- 
, 'pcarauce of the city where, we refided. 
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It is a large and populous place, tuilt with- 179.^. 
out any attention whatever to regularity of 
dclign, and lies in a hollow, formed by two 
large mountains. The houtcs are low, of a 
mean appearance, and built chiefly of wood : 
the ftreets are not paved in any part of the city, 
but in that quarter of it which is mofl; contigu- 
ous to the Emperor’s palace ; the road to which . 
is laid with large flat tloncs. 

As this platfe is not watered by any river, it 
cannot be fuppofed to enjoy a large portion of 
commerce. Its trade, however, is not altoge- 
ther inconfiderable, from the confumption oc* 
cafioned by the rcfidencc of the Emperor in the 
immediate neighbourhood ; a circumflance 
which not only occallons a jgreat increafe of in- 
habitants, but brings with it the wealth, the 
luxury, and the expenfes of a court. 

The llirrounding country w'cars a greater 
appearance of fertility, than any I had feen in • 
Ihofe parts of Tartary through which the em- 
baflTy had pafled ; but, in its beft ftatc, it is by 
no means comparable to tlxat of China. 

At eleven o’clock in the forenoon, the Am- 
batfador and his fuite returned from the impe-* 
rial palace. It was a vi^t of mere form and 
prefentati^a^, and his Excellency, Sir George 
StauntoiS and Mr. Staunton, with Mr. Plumb, 

' the 
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the interpreter, were alone admitted into the 
prefenee of the Emperor. 

The Emperor, it was faid, received the cre- 
dentials of the embafly with a mofl: ceremoni- 
ous formality. All, h*)wcver, that we could 
learn, as matter of indubitable occurrence, was 
(he notice his Imperial Majcfty was pleafed to 
take of Matter Staunton, the fon of Sir 
George Staunton. He appeared to be very 
imicli /truck with the boy’s vivacity and 
deportment ; and exprefled his admiration of 
Ihe faculty which the young gentleman pof- 
tcflcd of I'peaking fix difterent languages. The 
EAiperor, to manifefl: the approbation he felt 
on the occafion, not only prelentcd him, witli 
his own hand, a very beautiful fan, and teveral 
linall embroidered bags and purfes, but com- 
manded the interpreter to lignify, that he 
iTiought very highly of his talents and appear- 
ance. 

In a very fhort time after the AmbafTador • 
had returned from court, a large quantity of pre- 
lents were received from his Imperial Majefiy. 

Thcyconfifted of the richeft velvets, fatins, 
lilks, and purfes beautifully embroidered. To 
thefc were added large parcels of the heft tea 
of the country, made up in folid oahes, in the 
fize and form of a Dutch cheqfe, 1 /! is thus 
baked together, by which means if will never 
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be affected by air or climate, nor ever lofe its 
flavour, though kept without any covering 
whatever. Each of thefe balls weigh above 
five pounds. 

His Excellency diftributed to every gentle- 
man of his fuitc his proportion of the prelents. 
Thofc which were peculiarly addrelFed to their 
Britannic Majeflics, were depofited in the lob- 
by, in the boxes wherein they arrived. 

This morning, at one o’clock, the Atnbafla- >• 
dor, accompanied by his fuite, but unattended 
by any of his guards or fervanls, proceeded to 
pay a fccond vifit to the Emperor. The ol)jGi''t 
of this interview was, as we underfiobd, to 
make an attempt to open the ncgociation, for 
the purpofc of obtaining that extenfion of com- 
merce to anxioully defired by the Britith Eali 
India Company. 

His Excellency did not ndurn till near three 
o’clock; and, on his arrival, appeared to be 
very much cxliaullcd. Mr. Plumb, the inter- 
preter, gave, however, fuch a favourable ae- 
count of the general afpc6l of the ncgociation, 
as to elevate the hopes of every' one concerned 
in the iflue of it. He mentioned, that the 
Emperor had, througli^ the medium of the 
Grand Oittulaa, entered upon the bufinefs of 
the cmUjjfly with Lord Macartney ; which, as 
far as it vuent, had altogether fucccedcd. I'his 

favour- 
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<793* ^^^ourable information appeared to be con- 
firmed by a fccond cargo of prefents from his 
Imperial Majefty. They confificd of large 
quantities of rich velvets, filks, and fatins, with 
fome beautiful Chinefc lamps, and rare porce- 
lain. To thefe were added a number of calli- 
bafh boxes of exquifite workmanfhip, beauti- 
fully carved on the outfide, and fiained with a 
Icarlet colour, of the utmofl; delicacy : the in- 
fide of them was black, and fhone. like japan. 

His Excellency made the fame diflribution 
as he had before done to the gentlemen of the 
fuite; while the prefents addrefied to their 
Britannic Majeftics were afligned to the fame 
apartment which contained thofe. of the pre- 
ceding day. 

The evening of this day was palled in great 
mirth and feftivity by the whole fuite, from the 
very favourable forebodings which they now 
entertained of the final fuccefs of their impor- 
tant million. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The AmhJaJor vijited by mandarins on the part of 
the Emperor, to invite him to, court on the anni- 
verfary of his Imperial Majefty's birth-day. — The 
whole fuite attended on the occaJion.—^The infperial 
palace defcribed.~-Some account of the Emperor . — 

A fucceJUioH of prefents.-^BuJinefs tranfaBed with 
the imperial court. — Particular prefents of the 
Emperor of China to the King of Great Britain.— 
Defcriptiott of theatrical amufements.—A Britijh 
foldier tried by a court martial, and punijhed.— 

Leave Jehol. 

TP HE Ambaflador received the vifits of ^ve- 1 793. 
ral mandarins, who came to inform him, 
as the following diy was the anniverfary of the Monday 16. 
Emperor’s birth-day, his pretence, and that of 
the whole embaffy, would be expedled at court. 

This morning, at twojo’clock, his Excellency, TucOay 17. 
with the whole of the Britilh fuite, fet out, for 
his Imperial Majeftyjs palace, where we ar- 
yived^ wUh much interruption, in about two 
houtA amidft an immenfe crowd of fpedlatcrs 
withoiX and a great concouirfe of people with- 
Q in, 
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*793* ih) the {kalace ; the lattet coiiMing of tnanda-* 
rins of all dafTes and diJdindtions. 

This palace is built on an elevated litua- 
tion, and comnuinds an exteniive view cf 
the mountainous country that furrpunds it. 
The edifice itfelf is neither lofty or elegant, 
but veiy extenfivc ; and contains a very nu> 
inerous range of courts, lurrounded with por- 
ticos, ornamented with, gilding and colours. 
The gardens extend for feveral miles,, and are 
furrounded by a ftrong wall about thirty feet 
in height In the front of the palace fhere is a 
large plain, with a confiderablc lake in the cen- 
ter of it 

Here we waited feveral hours, till, at length, 
the approach of the Emperor wtis announced, 
by the proftration of the mandarins as he ad- 
vanced. This great perfonage was in a very 
plain palaukin, borne by twenty mandarins of 
the firft order ; and were it not fi)r that circum- 
ftance, he could not have been diftinguifhed 
from a common mandarin, as he wore no mark 
or badge of dillindtion, nor any article of drefs 
fuperior to the* higher dalles of his fubjeds. 
The fimplicity of his appearance, it feeins, pro- 
,ceeds from that wife policy which difiinguiihes 
his reign; as it is a favourite principle of his 
government to check as much as pofiH^le all 
iifelcfs lipcury, and to encourage oeoon^hiy,, 
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among liis people. It is from the fame paternal *793* 
regard for the fituation and circumstances of 
his iubjet^s, that he has fupprefled all public 
rejoicings on account of his birth-day, in this , 
lefs flourishing part of his dominions; from the 
apprehension that the loyal and aSTedtionate 
Spirit of the poorer claSles of the people woUld 
diSirefs thcmfelves, in promoting the feSlive ce- 
lebration of the day. This prohibition, however, 
as we understood, reached no further than the 
immediate vicinity of the imperial residence; 
the birth-day of the Sovereign being obServed 
with great joy and folemnity through every 
other part of a grateful empire. 

The emperor on this day completed the 
eighty-fifth year of his age, as he was in the- 
fifty-feveiith of his reign. Though he had dark, 
piercing cyesj the whole of his countenance dis- 
covered t e mild traits of benignant virtue, 
mixed with that eaSy dignity of exalted Station, 
which reSlilts rather from internal conSciouS^ 
nefs than exterior grandeur. 

The appearance of the fuite-was exactly the 
fame as on the firSl day of audience ; and we . 
returned, in an equal Slate of embarraSTment 
and fatigue, at one o’clock. A very large 
quantity/of*prefents foon followed us, confiSl- 
ing of t^&me kind of articles as bad been ' 
already fern, but of ^different colours arid pat- 
Q 2 terns. 
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terns. There were, however, added, oja Ae. 
prelient occalion, a profiilion of fruits and con- 
fedtionary, fuiEcient to have furniAed a fuc- 
cefiion of fine defeits, if our day had been pro- 
longed to twice the period which was dedined 
fori our abode at JehoK 

The Chinefe pode6 Ae art of conf(i<diQnary 
in a very fuperior degree, both as to its tade, 
and the variety of its forms and colour. Their 
cakes of every kind are admirably made, and 
more agreeatde to the palate than any I remem- 
ber to have taded in l^gland, or any other 
country. Their padry is alto as li^t as any I 
have eaten in Europe, and in fuch a prodigious 
variety, as the combined efforts of our bed 
European confectionens, I believe, would not 
be able to produce. 

^his morning Ae'Ambadador went to the 
imperial palace, but not in the former dyle of 
parade, to have his. audience of leave, as the 
time of our day in Tartary was verging to a 
period. 

. His Excellency,, at the fame time, trantatded 
. certain olHcialbulinets at court, which was faid 
without referve at the time, by the gentlemen 
of Ae fuitc, to be as follows : 

The Emperor of China refufed,**irithe fird 
indance, to lign, and of courfe, totter into 
any engagement by a written treaty wi A Ae 

crown 
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cirdwn of Great Britain j oir ah^ other nation ; 17^3. 
as fuch a conduA^ on his part, would be con- 
trary to the ancient ufage, and, indeed, an 
infringement of the ancient conftitutions of the 
empire. At the fame time he was pleafed to 
iigoify his high refpeft for ' his Britannic 
Majefty and the Britifh nation ; and that he 
felt a ftrong difpoiltion to grant them greater 
indulgencics than any other European power 
trading to his dominions : nor was he unwilling 
to make fuch a new arrangement of the duties 
payable by Brltilh fhips arriving at Canton, as 
appeared to be a leading objeA of the negotia- 
tion. At the fame time, however, he Ihould be 
ever attentive to the real interefts of his own 
fubjeds, an atom of which he would never 
facrifice ; and fhould, therefore, withdraw his 
&vours to any foreign nation whenever it 
might appear to be incompatible with the inte- • 
refts of his own ; or that the Englifh ihouldi by 
their conduft in trade, forfeit their pretenfions 
to any advantages which might be granted them 
in preference to other nations trading to China. 

Thefe were the declarations of the Emperoa 
on the occahon, which did not, in his opinion, 
require apy written inftrument or lignature to 
induc^ him to realize and fulfil. 

At % fame time, to prove the. high regard 
and ellQem the Etdiperor of China entertained 
Q 3 fqr 



( »3o ) 

1793 * for the King of Great Britain, his Imperial 
Majefiy deliveredj from his own band into that 
of the Ambafjador, a very valuable box, con- 
tcuning the miiniature pidlures of all the preced- 
ing emperors; to which is annexed, adefeription 
in verfe by each emperor, of himfelf, and the 
principal features of his government, as well as 
rules of conduct recommended *to their feveral 
Tucceffors. 

The Emperor, on prefenting this gift to the 
AmbatTador, fpoke to the following purport : 

“ Deliver this calket to the King your matter, 
with your own hand, and tell him, though the 
pretent may app^^ar to be fmall, it is, in my 
eltimation, the mott valuable that I can give, or 
my empire Chn furnith ; for it has been tranfinit- 
ted to me through a long line of my prqdeceflbrs, 
and4S the laft token of afFedtion which 1 had 
• jreferved to bequeath to my fon and fuccetlor, 
as a tablet of the virtues of his ancedors, which 
he had only to perufe, as I thould hojxj, to in- 
fpire*^ him with the noble refolutlon to follow 
fuch bright ’examples ; and, as they had done, 
to pake it the grand object of his life tq exalt 
the honour of the imperial throne, and advance 
the happinets and profperity of his people.” 

Such were the \yords delivered by the Dmpe- 
irOron the occafion, as conununicated/5y Mr. 
■ klumb, the interpreter, andVhich.occj^fioncd, 

as 
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as may be imagined, no fmall degree of <pecu> 
lation among the gentlemen of the retinue. 

The AmbalTador returned to dinner, and 
foon after repaired again to the imperial palace, 
with his whole luite and attendants, to fee a 
play which was expreflly performed as a parti- 
cular mark of refpeft to the embafly. 

This dramatic entertainment was reprefentcd 
in one of the inner courts of* the palace, on a 
temporary ftage ereiJled for the purpofe. It was 
decorated with a profufion of lilk, ribands, and 
fireamers, and illuminated with great fplen- 
dour and elegance. 

The performance conlifted of a great variety 
of mock battles and military engagements ; 
lofty tumbling, as it is expreffed with us, and 
dancing both on the tight and flack rope^ and 
in all thefe exercifes that agility was difpjaycd, 
which would have done no diferedit to the gym- 
naftic amufements of Sadler's Wells or Aftley’s 
Amphitheatre ; but the Ikill of the performers 
was more particularly aftonilhing in the art of 
balancing, in which tliey excelled any tiling of 
the kind I had ever fccn. By an impergeptible 
motion, as it appe^ed, . of the joints of their 
anba and legs, they gave to bafons, jugs, glafles, 
&c. \m apparent power of loco-motion, and 
produ^d a progreflive equilibrium, by which 
thefc veflbls changed their polltions from one 
Q 4 part 
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1793* part to pother of bodies of the balancers, 
in a mwner fo extilaordinaiy, that I almoiit 
fulpeifted the correilnefs of my own fenfes. 

^e fuccefiiou of entertainments was con-' 
eluded by a variety of curious deceptions by 
flight of hand, which the almofl magical afti' 
vity of Brellaw or Comus has never exceeded, 
I lhall mention one of them, which, I mufl own, 
alloniihed me, and Teemed to have an equal 
eiFe^l on the reft of the fpedtators. 

The performer began by exhibiting a large 
bafon in every poffible pofition, when he fud- 
denly placed it on the ftage with the hollow part 
downwards, and inftantly taking it up again, 
difeoivered a l^rge rabbit, which efcaped from 
the performer, who attempted to catch it, by 
taking refuge among the fpedtators. This de- 
ception was perfedtly unaccountable to me, as 
there were no vifible means whatever of com- 
munication, by which it was pollible to convey 
fo large an animal to thefpot; the ftage wa$ 
alfo covered with matting, fo that it could not 
be conveyed through the floor, which, if that 
hail been the cafe, mufl; have been difeovered 
by thofe, and there were m^ny of thefla, who 
were within three yards of the ju^lqr ; befldes, 
the whole difplay of the trick occupied.Mt a 
few feconds. Several other d^ptions.of ^mi' 
lar kind prolonged our amufeme^t, Xbe ^'hole 

of 
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of the entertainment was’ accompanied by a ‘793- 
band of molicians placed on the flage. 

The theatre was filled with perfons of difiinc* 
tion, and formed a very tjplendid appearance. 

The AmbaiTador and his fuite returned about 
nine o’clock, having been very much gratified 
by the entertainment of the evening. 

At noon.fevcral mandarins came to vifit his Timrf. 

d.'tV 

Excellency ; when every individual belonging 
to the embaffy received a pipe and tobacco bag 
containing a quantity of that herb for fmoaking. 

In the feveral vifits which the mandarins of 
different claflcs paid to th6 Ambaffador, tlicy 
never varied in their exterior appearance, and 
changes of raiment do not feem to be an objedt 
of attention in China, as it is, more or lefs, in 
every part of Europe. Even the court drefs jjf 
the mandarins differs very little from their ordi- 
nary habiliments. It confifis of a robe that 
falls down to the middle of the leg, and is 
drawn round the lower part of the neck with 
ribands. On the p^ud which covers the fiomach, 
is a piece of embroidery worked on the garment 
about fix inches fquare ; and is finifhed in gold 
or filk of different colours, according to the 
rank of^the*wcarer; this badge of diftindtion 
has its ceWterpart on a parallel part of the back, 
minutely dorrefponding in pattern and dimen- 
fions. In Vinter, It is generally made of vel- 
vet. 
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*793* vet, and its prevailing colour is blue. The falh, 
se^^. which, on all other occaiions is worn round 
* the waift, is difpenfed with at court, and the 
drels is 'left to its own cafe and natural flow. 

As I am now come to a period when a certain 
degree of authority was attempted to be af- 
fumed, altogether inconfiftent witlr the charac- 
ter and privileges of Engliflimen, and which, J 
fear, conveyed no favourable iraprelHon to the 
Chinefe of our national cliara6ler and ruitoms, 
I lhall previoufly ftatc the orders ifTued by Lord 
Macartney, and read to the fliip’s companies, 
and all perfons of every rank attached to tiie 
fuite, about five o’clock in tlie evening of t|te 
aplh day of July, 1793. 

Sealed aad Jlgned M\CAViTi!ur . 

As the flrips and brigs attendant on the 
cmbaflTy to China aye now likely to arrive in 
port a few days hence, his Excellency the Am- 
baflador thinks it his duty to make the follow- 
ing obfervatfons and arrangements ; 

“ It is impofliblc that the various important 
objedts of the cmbafl'jt can be obtained, but 
through the gpod will of flie Cfiin^: that 
good will may much depend on the i(Ms which 
they fliall be induced to entertain of^he difpo- 
fltion and condudl the Englith nation, and 

they 
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they can judge only from the behaviour of the 1793. 
majority of thofe who cbmc amongft them. It 
muft be confefled, that the impreflions hitherto • 
made upon their minds, in confequence of the 
irregularities committed by Engliflimen at 
Canton, are unfavburable even to the degree 
of confidering them as the worft among Euro- 
peans ; thefe impreflions are communicated to 
that tribunal in the capital, which reports to, 
and advites the Emperor upon all concerns with 
foreign countries. It is therefore eflfential, by a 
conduct particularly regular and circumlpeft, 
to imprefs them with new^ more juft, and more 
favourable ideas of Engliflimen; and to fliew 
that even to the loweft officer in the feaorland 
fervice, or in the civil line, they are capable of 
maintaining by example and by difeipKne, due ' 
order, fobriety, and fubordination, among their 
refpe^Uve inferiors. Though the people in China 
have not the finallefl; fliarc in the government, 
yet it is a maxim invaiiably purfued by their fu- 
periors, to fupport the meaneft Chinefe in any 
difference with a flranger, and if the oceaflon . 
Ihould happen, to avenge his blood ; of which, 
indeed, there was a &lhlinftance not long flnee 
at Cannon,* where the gunner of ah Englifli 
veflel, '^hoi bad been very innocently the caufe 
of die deMfa of a na$ive peafant, was executed 
for it, notwitliflandingfhe utmoft united effiirts 

pa 
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1793* on the part of the teveral European tadtorkl 
at Canton to fave him'] peculiar caution and 
< inildne& muft confequently be obferved in every 
ibrt of intercourfe or accidental meeting with 
any, the poorett individual of the country. 

His Excellency, who well knows that he 
need not recommend to Sir Erafmus Gower to 
make whatever regulations prudence may dic- 
tate on the occaiion, for the peifons under his 
immediate command, as he hopes Capt. Mack- 
intolh will do for the officers and crew of the 
Hindoflan, trufls alfo that the propriety and 
ncceffity of fuch regulations, calculated to pre- 
ferve the credit of the Englifh name, and the 
intereft of the mother country in thefe remote 
parts, will infure a fieady and cheerful obedi- 
eneg. 

** The tame motives, he flatters himfclf, will 
operate likewife upon, all the perfons immedi- 
ately connedted with, or in the t^ice of, the 
einbafly. 

* " His Excellency declares that he lhall be 

, ready to encourage and to report favourably 
hereupon the good condu«% of tbofe who lhall 
be found to deferve it; ^ he will think it his 
duty, in cafe of mifoondndt or difottedimee of 
carders, to report the fame with equal e^dtneft,. 
and to . fufpend or difmils pantgielTdiiv as 
occafion may require. Npr> ^ ofiwclb fliould' 

be 
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be offered to a Chinefe, or a mifdemeanor of 179). 
any kind be committed, which may be punilh- 
able by their laws, will he deem himfelf bound , 
to interfere for the purpofe of endeavouring to • 
ward off or mitigate their feverity. , 

“ His Excellency relies on Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Benfon, commandant of his guard, that he 
will have a ftrift and watchful eye over them : 
vigilance, as' to their perfonal demeanor, is as 
requilite in the prefent drcumfiances, as it is, 
though from other motives, in regard to the 
condu£t of an enemy in time of war. Tlie 
guard are to be kept conftantly together, and 
regularly exercifed in all military evolutions ; 
nor are any of them to abfent themfelves from 
on board fhip, or from whatever place may be 
allotted them for their dwelling on fhore, with- 
. out leave from his Excellency, or commanding 
officer. None of the mechanics, or fervants, are • 
to leave the fhip, or ufual dwelling on fhore, 
without leave from himfelf, or from Mr. Max- 
well ; and his Excellency expeits, that the gen- 
tlemen in his train will Ihew the example of 
fubordination, by <;ommunicating their wiffies 
to him before thej^co, on any occalion, from 
the fhip, or ufual dwelling place on fhore; 

|Mo boxes or packages, of any kind, are to . 
be; reojjoved from the fhip, or, afterwards, from 
-^epladfe where they fhall^ brought on fhore, 

without 



( *38 ) 

\vithout the AmbalTador’s leave. Or a wittcn 
, order from Mr. Barrow, the comptroller; fuch 
ordcx defcribing the nature, number, and di- 
menlions of fuch packages. 

“ His Excellency, in the moft eamcft man- 
ner, requctlsthatno perfon whatever belonging 
to the fhips be futTered, and he delires that 
none of his fuite, guard, mechanics, or fervants, 
prefume to offer for fale, or propofe to pur- 
chafe, in the way of traffic, the fmalleft article 
of merchandize of any kind, under any pre- 
tenee whatever, without leave from him previ- 
Dully obtained. The neceffity of avoiding the 
lead appearance of traffic accompanying an 
embaffy to Pekin was fuch, as to induce tlie 
JBad India Company to forego the profits of a 
new market, and deterred them from Ihipping 
any goods for fale in the Hindofian, as being 
defiined to attend upon the embaffy, the dig- 
nity and importance of which, in the preju- 
diced eyes of the Chinefe, would be utterly loff, 
and the good confequences expected from it, 
even on commercial points, totally prevented, 
if any aAual tranfadtions, though for trifles, 
for the j)urpofe of gain, fliquld be difeovered 
amongfi: any of the perfon^ concerned in con- 
veying, or attending an Anlbaffador; Ofv^ich 
the report would foon infallibly fwell ijpito a 
general fyflem of trading. From tlys flftdlnefs 
r ' t ins 
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hisExccllency will willingly relax whenever (uch i793* 
advances lhall have been mada by him in ne- 
gotiation as will fecure the objedl of his mif- 
lion ; and when a pcrmilEon from him to an 
European, to dilpofe of any particular article 
of merchandize, lhall be conlidered as a favour 
granted to the Chinefe purchafer. His Excel- 
lency is hound to punilh, as far as in him lies, 
any the flighted: deviation from this regulation ; 
he will calily have it in his power to do fo, in 
regard to the perfons immediately in his train, 
or fcrvicc. The difeipline of the navy will ren- 
der it equally cafy to ."Sir Erafmus Gower, in 
refpeftto thofe under his immediate command ; 
and the Eaft India Company have, by their 
order of the ,5th of September, ,1792, and by 
their letter of the 8th of the lame month and 
year, fully authorized his Excellency to enforce 
compliance, with the fame regulation, among 
the officers of the Hindoftan. A copy of the 
faid" ordeTj and an extraft from the faid letter, 
here follow, in order that Capt. Mackintolh 
may communicate the fame to his officers. 

His Excellency depends upon him to prevent 
any breach or evafion of the fame among any • 
of his crew.” 
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>793‘ a Comrt of DireSors' held on ff'edne/d(^, the $th 
few. ®/ ^tptember, 1792, 

“ Refolvcd, 

** That the Right Honourable Lord Vif- 
“ count Macartney be authorized to futpend, 
•' or difmifs the commander, or any officer of 
“ the Hindoftan, who lhall be guilty of a 
“ breach of covenants, or difobedience of or- 
“ ders from the Secret Committee, or from his 
“ Excellency, during the continuation of tiie 
embafly to China. 

(Signed) « W. RAMSEY, Sec.” 


ExiraSl from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman’s 
Letter to Lord Macartney dated the 8th of Sep- 
tember, 1792. 

■'* The Secret Committee having given or- 
“/lers to Captain Mackintofh, of the Hin- 
“ dofian, to put himfclf entirely under your 
“ Excellency’s direction, as long as may be 
“ neceflary for the purpofe 6f^ the embafly, we 
“ have inclofed a copy of his inftru6tions, and 
of the covenants which he has entered into, 
“ together with an account of his private trade, 
“ and that of his officers ; there is no intention 
“ whatever, on the pafi of the Court, to pe'r- 
‘‘ mit private trade in any other port, ^ place, 
** than Canton, to which the ihip is ^timately 
** deflined, unlefs your Excellent^is fatisfied 
2 ^ f* that 
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that fuch private trade will not prove of de- 1793. 
“ triment to the dignity and importance an- 
“ nexed to the embafly, or to the confequences 
“ expected therefrom, in which cafe your con- 
“ fent in writing becomes neceflary to autho- 
“ rize any commercial trantadtion by Captain 
“ Mackintoth, or any of his officers, as ex- 
“ plained in the inftrudtions from the Secret 
“ Committee. But as wc cannot be too 
“ guarded with refpedl to trade, and the con- 
“ fequences which may refult from any at- 
“ tempt for that purpofe, we hereby autho- 
“ rize your Excellency to fufpend, or difmifs 
“ the commander, or any officer of the Hin- 
doftan, who ffiall be guilty of a breach of 
“ covenants, or difobedience of orders from the 
“ Secret Committee, or from your Excellency, 

“ during the continuance of the prefent em- 
“ baffy,”. 

His Excellency takes this opportunity of 
declaring alfo, that however determined his 
lenfe of duty makes him to forward the objedls 
of hismiffion, and to watch, dete6t,andpuniffi, 
as far as in his power, any crime, difobedience^ 
of orders, or other^ behaviour tending to en- 
danger, or delay the' fuccefs of the prefent un- 
dertaking,' or to bring 'difcredit on the Engliffi 
chara 61 ;cr, or occafion any difficulty, or embar- 
rafTmentl to the enjbafly ; fo in the like roan- 
R ner 
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> 793 ' ner fhall he feel himfelf happy in being able at 
Scptel^. all times to report and reward the merit, as 
well as to promote the intereft, and indulge 
the wilhes, of any perfon who has accompanied 
him on this occafion, as much as may be con- 
fiftent with the honour and welfare of the 
public. 

“ In cafe of the abfcnce or engagements of 
his. Excellency, at any particular moment, ap- 
plication may be made in his foom to Sir 
George Staunton, whom his Majefly was 
pleafed to honour with a commiffion of mi- 
nifter plenipotentiary, to ait on fuch occa. 
fions.” 

Given on board his Majefi/s 
fiip the Lion, the i bth day 
of July, 1793. 


By hts Excellency’s command. 

(Signed) 


ACHESON MAXWELL, 
EDWARD WINDER, ' 


J Secretaries. 


Having thus given at large, and from tljc 
firft authority, the whole of thofe regulations 
which were framed, and with great good fenfe 
and true policy, to forward the objcdls of the 
embaffy, I fliall now proceed to flhte certain 
cirGumftanccs, which do not altogether i^pear 

to 
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to be confiftent with, if they may not be confi- 
dered by tome, as violations of tlicm. 

It was now hinted to all the fervants of the 
Ambaflkdor, that they were hereafter to con- 
lider thcmfelves as fubjedt to military law,- and 
that the corporeal piinitlimcnt ufual in the 
army would be applied to them, if they Ihould 
refufe to obey the commands of any of their 
fuperiors in the fuite. Such an idea, as may 
be fupjxjfcd, occafioned no fmall alarm, as 
well as an abhorrence in the minds of thofe 
who would be affedled by a regulation fo con- 
trary to every principle of right or juflice ; and 
when they were at fuch a diftance from their 
own happy country, that any one injured by 
fuch an a6t of tyranny, might never again re- 
turn to the protection of that power which 
would avenge it. 

To the honour of Sir’ George Staunton, I 
have the fatisfaCtion to fay, from the general 
report in the palace, that he reprobated, in very 
feverc terms, the propofition of a meafure fo 
fubveriive of thofe privileges, which, as Eng- 
lithmen, we carried with us into the heart of 
Tartary ; and wh\^h no power of the embally 
had a legal right to' invade. 

This ftrange extenfion of military difeipline 
was 9 ertainly propofed to Lord Macartney by 
fome officious pei;jrons in his fuite ; but the ex- 
' R a periment. 
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Stptemker. 
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pcrimcnt, \xry Iiappily for all parties, was never 
attempted to be made. 

When Lieutenant-colonel Benton ordered a 
court-martial to be held on one of his foldicrs, 
and faw the fcntence of it earried into execu- 
tion, he did that which he hall a legal power 
to do, however indifcrect the exercife of it 
might be: but in the verge of an cmbalfy, 
which, within its own circle, carries the liber- 
ties of Englilh fubjeds to the remoteft regions 
of the globe, any attempt to infringe them, de- 
Icrves the Icvcreft reprobation. 

This morning, James Cootie, a private in 
the infantry, who compofed a part of the Am- 
baflador’s guards, was reported to the com- 
manding ofherr, for liaving procured, by the 
aflilTance of a Chinefe foldier, a finall quantity 
of ftmtehoo, a fpirituous liquor already de- 
feribed : for which offence he was immediately 
confined, and foon after tried by a court-mar- 
tial, confiding of a certain nuniber of his com- 
rades, and a corporal as prefident ; and the 
fcntence pronounced on this unfortunate man 
wa,s approved by Lieutenant-colonel Benfon. 

In confcquence of this ^.ntence, all the Bri- 
tlfli foldiery were drawn up in the outer court 
of the palace; and, after obferving all the forms 
ufiialonfuch occafions, the culprit was -tied up 
to one of the pillars of thc<great porti^:o, and, 

in 
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ia the pvcfence of a great number of the Chi- . . 
nefe, he received the punilhment of lixty lathes, September, 
adminiftcred with no common feveritv. 

The mandarins, as well as thole natives of 
the inferior chafles who were prelent, exprefled 
tlieir abhorrence at this proceeding, while fome 
of them declared, that they could not reconcile 
this conduii in a people, who profcllcd a reli- 
gion, which they reprefentod to be fuperior to 
all others, in enforcing fentiments of benevo- 
lence, and blending the duties of juftice and of 
mercy. One of the principal mandarins, who 
knew a little of the Englith language, exprefled 
his own fentiments, and tbofe of his brethren, 
by faying, “ Englilhman too much cruel, too 
much bad.” 

Of the nature of the foldier’s offence, I do 
not pretend to determine ; nor fliall I ot^ferve 
on the necoflity of applying the feverity of raili- , 
tary ditcipline on the occafion ; thefe things 
are not within the fcope of my information or 
experience : but a little conunon-fenfe alone is 
neceflary to determine on the impolicy of exhi- 
biting a kind of punilhment-which is unknown 
in China, and abliprrent to the nature of ’the 
people, in the prefence of fo many of them; 
as from ftieir .numbers, and our general igno- 
rance of the language, it .was impoffible to ex- 
plain 6i|juftity it Jo them, by the ufage and 
* R 3 policy 
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1793. policy of our laws. Whether this puniflimcnt 
was neccflary to the difcipline or good order of 
the troopsj I do hot, as I before obferved, pro- 
pofe to confider ; but of this I ara fure, that it 
was by no means neccffary to make it a public 
Ipeftacle, and to rifque the unfavourable im- 
preUions which it might, and, indeed, did make 
in the minds of the Chinefe, before whom it was 
purpofely exhibited. 

This meallire, as I have reafon to believe, 
was very much canvafled at the time when it 
was carried into execution, and jnfiificd on the 
policy of convincing the Cliinefo of our love of 
order, and the rigour we employed in punith- 
ing any infringement of it. That it had, as I 
fufpeded it would have, the contrary effect, the 
looks, gefturcs, and exprellions of the Chinefe 
prefeut on the occafion are unanfwerable tef- 
‘ timonies. 

Sir Erafmus Gower, however, as I was in- 
formed on my return to the Lion, went a Ilep 
further at Chufan, when Ihe lay at anchor off 
that ifland, in the Yellow Sea. The fadl to 
which I allude is known to every one at that 
time 00 board the Ihip. 

A Chinefe had come on board the Englifh 
man of war, from Chufan, and brought with 
hima tmall bottle of famtehoo, a kind of dram, 
in expectation of exchanging it with t^e failors 
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for fome European article. A difcovery, how- 1793. 
ever, being made of his delign, Sir Erafmus 
Gower ordered him to be feized and punilhed 
by the boatfvvain’s mate with twelve lathes ; 
and to add to the bad effects of fuch a conduct, 
in the prefence of a great many of the Chinefe 
who were then on board. 

This is one of thofe iiTcconcileablc circum- 
ilanccs which occafionally happened in the 
progrefs and completion of thisembally: be- 
caufe an application to the mandarins would 
have had all the cfFeA which could be defired 
in redrefling the grievance, and, at the fame 
time, have alTumcd the form of a proper and 
regular proceeding. 


R 4 
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CHAP. XV. 


Leave the city of Jehol. — Defcription of two rocks 
■ in its neighbourhood.' — Circumjimces of the jour- 
nty. — Arrive at Pekin. — Arrangements made 
there. — "the remainder of the frejents prepared to 
be fent to the Emperor. — Sicknefs prevails among 
the foldiers. — The Ambajfador attends his Imperial 
Majejly. — Brief account of his palace. — Further 
arrangements refpeSling the houfehold of the em- 
baJfy.—Prefents to the Emperor and the Grand 
Choulaa. — The Emperor goes to Teumen-man- 
yeumen to fee the prefents. — His perfon and drefs 
particularly defcribed. — Prefents received from court 
pr their Britannic Mayefiies. — Circumfiances con- 
cerning thofe which had been fent to the Emperor. 
—Report prevails that the embafjy is to leave 
Pekin. - 



Scp'-crabcr, 
Friday 20. 


It was notified by orders iffued tliis morning, 
that the embafly was to quit Jehol on the mor- 
row, to proceed to Pekin, where the final ilTue 
of it would be known and fettled. • 


In the evening the whole of the heavy bag- 
gage was fent off for Pekin. At nine there was 
4 very heavy ftorm of thunder, ^^ighlaing, and 

rain. 
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rain, which contlnvied, wiUiout any iutcrmif- 
fion, till four o’clock of the followiiiff morn- 

® Seprembtr. 

ing. 

This morning, at 6ight o’clock, the BritinismwVyii* 
embalTy took their leave of the city of Jchol, 
after a firi(!!t confinement of fourteen clays ; as 
the liberty with which we had been flattered 
foon after our anival had never been granted. 

We pafled the Emperor’s pagoda at nine 
o’clock, where we faw an Ambaflador ftnd his 
fuite, from the King of CcMjhin China, rcfrcni- 
Ing thcmfclves. It is an annual vilit to pay 
triliute from that Prince to the Emperor of 
China, 

The confufion and folicitude which attended 
the entry into Jchol prevented me from giving 
a defeription of the two rocks, which are among 
the moft extraordinary objects I have evqp feen 
or read of, and mufl: not be pafTed by without, 
fuch a particular defeription, as it is in my 
power to give. 

The firfl: is an immenfe pillar, or column of 
folid rock, which is feen from the palace, oc- 
cupied by the embaflfy at Jehol, at the diftance, 
as it appeared to me, of about four miles. It 
is fltuated on the pinnacle of a large mountain, 
and near the verge of it ; from which it rifes, in 
an irregular manner, to the height of, at leaft, 
one hitndred feetrt Its bafe is fmall, but it gra- 
’ * , dually 
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1793* dually thickens towards the top ; and from fe- 
veral of its proje<Sling parts iffue dreams of the 
fined water. 

, The upper part of this enormous rock, which 
is rather flat, appears to be covered with ihrubs 
and verdure ; but as it is abfolutely inaexetfible, 
there is no poflibility of knowing the kind of 
plants which crown it. When its own indivi- 
dual height is confidcred, and added to the 
eminence where nature, or, perhaps, fome con- 
vulfion of the elements, has placed it, the paf- 
fengcr in the valley below cannot look up to it 
without an equal • degree of horror and amaze- 
ment. It is efteemed, and with great propriety, 
by the natives, as among the firft natural curi- 
ofities of their country ; and is known by the 
name of Panfuiafhaung. ' 

The other rock, or rather clufler of rocks, is 
^alfo a very ftupendous obje 6 t, and ftands on the 
fiimmit of a very grand, though not a fertile, 
mountain. They are allb in the form of pillars, 
and appear, except in one particular point of 
view, to be a folid rock ; though they are ac- 
tually feparated from each other by an interval 
of leveral feet. Their height rifes to near two 
hundred feet, as I underhand, from a corredl 
mathematical admeafurement. 

Oppofite to the mountain which forms the 
. bafe, riles another of a fiipilar appearance, 

, . though 
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though it flopes with a more gentle declivity, 1793- 
down to a charming valley, that is formed by 
them, and is watered by a pretty rivulet, 
abounding in fine trout. ^ 

In the courlc of this afternoon we arrived at 
the imperial palace of Callachottueng, where 
we had the misfortune to lofe Jeremiah Reid, 
one of the royal artillery, who died of the 
bloody flux, with which he had been aftiided 
but a very few days. Several men belonging to 
the military detachments were attacked with the 
fame complaint. 

This morning, at one o’clock, the body of su'>% 
the dcceafcd foldier v/as removed to the next 
village, to remain their till our arrival, to re- 
ceive the interment which was due to him. 

This meafure was fuggefted by the mandarin, 
who exprelfcd great apprehenfion left the cir- 
cumftance fhould reach the Emperor, and 
awaken his alarm refpedting any contagious 
difordcr. 

At fix o’clock the embafly continued its 
route, and at the fmall village of Quangchim, 
where it flopped to breakfaft, the body of our _ 
deceafed companion, was interred with military 
honours. 

In the courfe of this morning intelligence 
was received by the mandarin, Van-Tadge-In, 

♦hat his Ilnperial Mgjefly had left Jehol, on his 
* return 
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’793- return to Pekin : he, therefore, .rcquelled the 

SflJteSiber. Ambaffador and his train to exert tliemfelves in 
making two ftages without baiting, that the 
, palaces might be left to receive the attendants 
of the Emperor. 

In confequence of this unexpedted requifi- 
tion, we arrived, after a very fatiguing journey, 
at the town of Waungchauyeng, in the vicinity 
of the great w'^all, of which ftupendous'objccft 
I took another and a laft view ; but without any 
novelty of irapreflion, or the acquiiition of an 
additional circumftance concernirig it. 

Moiid.\y 23. At a very early hour we continued our route ; 
the air was cold and piercing, and we break- 
fafled at a place called Cauugchumfau ; after 
which we pafled a prodigious number of carts, 
‘ containing the Emperor’s baggage. Arrived at 
three o’clock at Cubacouoo, as the ftation of 
the day. 

T(icHay» 4 . We procceded on our journey at four in the 
morning, by the afliftance of a very bright 
moon, and took our firft meal at’ the town of 
Chanchin ; our fecond regale was taken at Me- 
cucang, and we then proceeded to Whiazow, 
the laft flage of the day. , 

wtanef. Breakfaft was this morning provided for the 
embaffy in the barn-yard of a fmalil village ; 
and the journey of the day was ftnithed at 
Nanftiilhee. ■ There I was fprprifed bydie fight 

*• of 
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of feveral fidds of turnips of an excellent qua- 1793* 

lity. f September. 

This day finiflied our returning journey from Timrf- 
Tartary, which, as it was by the fame route 
that condudled us thither, and oiTcred no no- 
velty that deferved attention, I have dilpatched 
with little more than the names of thole places 
where we flopped for refrelhment, or repole. 

After a breakfafl at Chingeho, which we found 
lefs plentiful than on former occafions, we ar- • 
rived early in the afternoon at Pekin, and 
proceeded to the palace of the Britifh Ambaf- 
iador. 

His Excellency employed a great part of this FrWay *7. 
morning in examining the Icveral arrangements 
which had been made in the palace during his 
abfcnce; the whole of whicli was favoured 
with his approbation. The gentlemen of ^he 
fuite allb received their particular baggage in , 
their refpedtive apartments, and the final diftri- 
bution of the different parts of the palace w’as . 
fettled. 

In the principal room of the Ambaffador’s 
apartments, the flate canopy, brought from . 
England, was inuhediately put up. It was 
made of flowered crimlbn fatin, with fefldons 
and curtains, enriched with fringes of gold. On 
the back part of it the arms of Great Britain ap- 
peared in’the richeft. embroidery ; the floor be- 
neath it was fpread with a beautiful carpet, on 

which . 
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*793* which were placed five chairs of date, of the 
September, fame materials as the canopy, and fringed with 
gold. The center chair immediately under the 
coat of arms was elevated on a platform above 
the reft, to which there was an afcent of two 
fteps. The whole had been arranged with great 
tafte in England, and, in its prefent fituation, 
made a very fuperb appearance, in every refpcft 
fuitcd to the occafion for which it was ereded. 
At the other extremity of the apartment, oppo- 
fite to the canopy, were hung the whole length 
portraits of their Britannic Majeflies ; fo that 
this chamber wanted no decoration appropriate 
to tiie exterior of diplomatic dignity. 

Thetc difpofitions being completed, and in a 
manner equally fuitcd to the fplendor of the 
enibafl}'^, as to the individual convenience of 
tlv>tc who compoled it, nothing remained to 
perfed the domeftic eftabliftiment, but the re- 
gulation of the different, tables to be provided 
for the fevcral departments of the houfehold ; 
which it was thought proper to delay till the ar- 
rival of the Emperor in Pekin. 

Captain Mackintolh propoled to let off on the 
Monday to join his Ihip, Che Hindoftan, which 
lay at Chufai), and to proceed to Canton ; there 
to take in his cargo for England, iiaving feen, 
as he conceived, a favourable commencement 
cf this important embafly., in which his mafters, 
3 ' the 



( 255 ) 

the Eaft India Company, had fuch a prcdomi- 1793. 
nant intcreft. • 

This day the Emperor of China returned to Satuiday 
the imperial palace in Pekin; and his arrival 
was announced by a grand difeharge of artil- 
lery. 

The occupations of this day in the palace of 
the AmbafTador were entirely confined to wri- 
ting letters for England, of which Capt. Mack- 
intofii was to take the charge ; it being then 
confidcred by Lord Macartney as a fettled ar- 
rangement with the court of Pekin, that the 
Englifti embafl'y fhould remain there during the 
winter, to carry 6n the important negotiations 
with which it was entrufled. 

His Excellency received the vifits of feveral Sunday 19. 
mandarins. Certain packages defigned for the 
Emperor were prepared to be prefented to, his 
Majefty : they confided of fuperfine broad, and . 
other cloths of Britidi manufa( 3 ure. 

In confequcnce of the ficknefs that prevailed Monday 30. 
among the foldiers belonging to the cmbafTy, it 
was thought expedient to edablith an hofpital 
for their more tpeedy cure, as well as to fepa- . 
rate the invalids frdln thofe who were in health 
and capable of duty. Dr. Gillan and Dr. Scott 
were accordingly defircd to examine a range of 
buildings behind the AmbalTador’s apartments, 
with an open area' beyond them, and on the 
• report 
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report of thofe gentlemen, it \vas determined 
Sv****r> that they Ihould be formed into an hofpital. 
Accordingly ftweral arrangements took place, 
to render it comfortable to thote who were un< 
der the necetfityof taking up an occafional abode 
in it. At this time, of the fifty men which 
compoted the guards of the embaify, eighteen 
were in fuch a tlate as to require the attentive 
care and tkill of the phyfician. 
oftober. A mandarin came from the Emperor to re- 

TfueWuv I* 

quefl: that the ordnance prefents might be im- 
mediately fent to the palace of Ycumen-man- 
yeiimcn, where they were to be proved and ex- 
amined : but the Chinefc thought themfelves 
equal to the talk of proof and examination ; 
for the Britifh artillery Ibldiers were never em- 
ployed, as was expe6ted, to difplay their fu- 
perior Ikill in the fcience of engineering and 
gunnery’. 

The chariots, &c. were allb removed to the 
fame place, and the fadler and carpenters be- 
longing to the embafiy, with fome afiifiant me- 
chanics, were font thither to unpack and hang 
them on their carriages' this was done, but the 
Workmen were not permitted to adjuft them 
fully for prefentation ; and came back in the 
evening to Pekin without receiving further or- 
ders to complete their work, and explain the 
mode of applying the different madiines, un- 

' der 
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dcr their diredtion, to the retpedlive ulijs for 1793. 
which they were defigned. . oaSw 

The AmbatTador received a formal ititima- wediwc. 
tiori to wait on l!ie tlinperor as to-mortow ; 
when it Was hoped and anxioufly expedted that 
the final ratifications would take place between 
the minillers of the two courts, and prepare 
the way for entering upon the projedted nego- 
tiation, from which fo many advantages were 
expedted to be derived to the commerce of 
Great Britain. 

The fick wete this day removed to that part 
of tlie palace which had been fitted up as an 
holpital. 

Another package of prefents was opened and 
examined preparatory to tlieir being fent to his 
Iinjierial Majefty. 

The AmbatTador, in obedience to the requi- Thurf«; 
fition of yefterday, w'ent in a private manner 
to the Emperor’s palace, where bufinefs was * 
tranfadted between, his Excellency and the 
officers of Hate ; and it was a report among 
the Englifli fuite, but on what foundation I 
cannot tell, that the requifitions of the ^^itith 
Minifier were fuljj^itted to the confideratien of 
the imperial council. This confct&i^e lafied 
two hours, but the refult of it was not, as may 
be fuppofed, a matter of general cominunica* 
tion ; but there were no apparent rcafons to 
, * S Tupf 
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*793- (uppofi; that it was not favourable to the fuccefs 
oiuiKt, of Ae cihbafl'y. 

As I had this day attended the Ambatfador, 
I Ihall juft mention what I taw of the impe- 
rial palace, which will be comprifed in a very 
few lines. 

It is lituated in the center of the city, and 
furrounded by a wall about twenty feet in 
height, which is* covered with plafter painted 
of a red colour, and the whole crowned or 
capped with green varnithed tiles. It is Ciid 
to occupy a fpace that may be about feven 
Englifti miles in circumference, and is fur- 
hnihded by a kind of gravel walk ; it includes 
a valt range of gardens, full, as I was in- 
formed, of all thcle artificial beauties which 
decorate the gardens of China. I can only fay, 
that'ihe entrance to the palace is by a vcjy ftrong 
ftone gateway, which fupports a building of 
two ftorics ; the interior court is fpacious, and 
the range of building that fronts the gateway 
riles to the height of three ftories, and each of 
them is ornamented with a balcony or projeift- 
Ing gallery,' whofe railing, mlifadoes, and pil- 
lars, are ‘enriched with' gilding ; the roof is 
covered with yellow ftiining tiles, and the body 
of the edifice is plaftered and painted with 
Pplours. Thi» outer court is the only 
of the palace which 1 had an opportu- 

nity 
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hity of feeing^ and is a fine example of Chi- *5'93* 
hefe architc<9:ure. The .gate is guarded by a oo^. 
large body of foldiers, and a certain number of 
mandarins of the firll dais are al\va 3 rs in at- 
tendance about liim. 

Of the magnificent and fplcndid apartments 
this palace contains for private ufe or public 
fervice ; of its gardens appropriated to pleafure, 
or for the foie produdtion of ^fruit and flowers, 
of which report laid lb much, I am not autho- 
rilcd to fay any thing, as my view of the whole 
was very confined ; but, though I am ready to 
acknowledge that the palace had fomething 
impoling in its appearance, when compared 
with the diminutive buildings of the city that 
furround it, I could fee nothing that difpofed 
me to believe the extraordinary accounts which 
I had heard and read of the wonders of the im- 

9 

perial refidence of Pekin. 

It cannot be fujjpofed for a moment, that Friday 4 : 
thofe who had no other concern in the ent- 
bafly, than as a part of the retinue necclTary 
for its exterior cohdiid and appearance, Ihould 
be informed of any of the official circumliances 
of it ; they could, \herefore, only judge Snts 
progrefs from the general arrangements which 
were made concerning its domcftic eftablilh- 
ment. It was, however, with particular fatif- 
& 6 tion that the following direAions w'erethis 
■ ’ . S 2 day 



( t6o ) 

day rwcived from the Ambaflador, relative to 
ooobcr. the future .order and difpohtion of the tables 
for the different departments of the houfchold j 
as an intention to domcfric bufrnefs feemed to 
announce his Excellency’s opinion^ncerning 
the permanency of our refidcnce at Pekin; and, 
of courfe, an entire dipofition in the court of 
China to give th<5 negotiation every advantage 
that might be derived from frequent conference 
and deliberate confultation. 

The order of the tables was as follows : 

The table of the Ambaffador was ordered for 
himfelf alone ; yvith two covers for gentlemen 
of the fuite, who were to be invited in daily 

fucceffion to dine with him. 

/ 

The next in precedence was that of Sir 
George Staunton, at which he was to be ac- 
companied by Mr. Maxwell i one of the fccre- 
tarics. Doctor Gillaiii Captain Mackintoih, 
while he remained at Pekin, Mr. Barrow, and 
Mailer Staunton. The table of Lieutenant- 
colonel Benton was to be attended by the Lieu- 
tenants Paritli and Crewe, Db6lor Scott, M^ffrs- 
Hickey, Baring, Winder, Alexander, and 
DddbOr Dinwiddie. , 

The foregoing difpolition of the houfehold 
commenced on, this day ; but it waJs thought 
proper to continue the Chinefc dilhes till the 
kitchepinthe palace was completed,- when a 

' ■ certain 
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certain proportion of Englifh cookery was to 
be blended with that of the country. To com- Odober. 
plete the table arrangements, the chefls con- 
taining the lervice of plate were removed to the 
apartments, of the Ambaffador, in order to be 
prepared for general ute. 

The cabinets of Britifh manufa<^lure were 
conveyed by Chinefe porters to the hnperial 
palace. ' « 

A large quantity of plated goods, hardware, s»tunUy 5. 
and cutlery, were unpacked at Sir Gleorge 
Staunton’s apartments, a conliderable quantity 
of which was damaged. There were alfo fevc- 
ral of Argand’s lamps, with a great variety of 
watches, trinkets, .jewellery, &c. &c. The 
whole of this cargo was equally divided be- 
tw'cen the Emperor and the Grand Choulaa. 

The carpenters with fcveral allitlants were 
fent to Yeinncn-manycumcn, to clean and • 
complete the carriages, and alfo to let up tlie 
model of the Royal Sovereign, an Englith 
firft-rate man of war. 

The Emperor himfelf came to the palace ; 
and, after he had taken a view of the prefents, . 
his Majcfl;y was pl^fed to order eight ingots 
of filver tp be given to eadi perfon; which 
were inftantly received. 

The account I have given of the pertbn of 
tlie Emperor was fr®m a partial view as he was 
' S 3 feated 
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1793.' f^ated in a palankin : I fliall, therefore, re- 
peat the more particular defeription of him, 
which was given by the fix Englilhi artificers 
•who were employed, in fitting up and arranging 
the prefents, when he came to view them, 
and who were the immediate o'pjeds of the 
imperial generofity which has juft been men- 
tioned 

■ ■ ■* 

The Emperor is about five feet ten inches 
in height, and of a flender, but elegant form ; 
his complexion is comparatively fair, though 
his eyes are dark ; his nofe is rather aquiline, 
and the whole of his countenance prefents a 
perfedt regularity of features, which by no 
means announce the great age he is laid to 
have attained ; his perfon is attradling, and his 
deportment accompanied by affability, which, 
without lelfening the dignity of the prince, 
evinces the amiable cbaradler of the man. 

His drefs confifted of a lopte robe of yellow 
filk, a cap of black velvet with a red ball on 
the top, and adorned with a peacock’s feather, 
which is the peculiar difirndtion of mandarins 
, of the firft clafs.. He w'ore filk boots embroi- 
dered with gold, and a fafl^ of blue lilk girded 
his waift* 

As to the opinion which his Imperial Ma- 
jefiy formed of the prefents, we could not 
learn, as he never comnmnicated itj atleafi, 

' to 
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to any of thpfc mandarins, by whom it would »793» 
have been conveyed to Ae palace of tlie Britilh oa 5 l» 
embaffy. We only knew, at this time, tliat the 
two camera obfcuras were returned, foolilhly 
enough, as more iuited to the amufement of 
children, than the information of men of fei- 
encc. 

A large number of bates, containing various 
kinds of broad and narrow cloths of Englifh 
manufadlure, togetlrcr with a confidcrable 
quantity of camlets, two baiTcl organs, and the 
remainder of fuch prefents as were not da- 
maged, were removed from the palace by the 
Chinefe employed on thefe occafions. Mr. 

Plumb, the interpreter, fometiraes accompanied 
the prefents to explain the nature and applica- 
tion of them, or performed that office to the 
mandarins, previous to their departure. 

As it now was become a matter of certainty 
that the embaily would remain for fome time • 
at Pekin, the fuperb faddlcs which had been 
brought over for his Excellency, and Sir 
George Staunton, were unpacked and got ready, 
with all the elegant furniture, for immediate 
UfC. • 

A very large quantity of prefents were fent 
from the Emperor to their Britannic Majefties, 
accompanied with others for the Ambaflador 
S 4 ’ and 
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and his fuite ; which were, as ufual, didributed 
among them. 

At noon his Excellency went, with no other 
attendants than two gentlemen of his retinue 
and one fervant, to vifit the Emperor; but, 
on his arrival at court, he very much alarmed 
the gentlemen with him by fainting away ; he 
was immediately conveyed home, and conti-^ 
nued to be very ill during the remainder of the 
day. The intended interview, therefore, was 
not effefted in confequence of his ludden in- 
difpotition. 

In the forenoon pf this day the fervants of 
the embafly were fummoned to the apartments 
of Sir George Staunton, and the foldiers to 
thofe of Lieut. Col. Benfon ; when each perfon 
received four pieces of lilk, four pieces of don- 
garee, (a fort of coarfe nankeen) and a junk 
of lilver, being a fquare folid piece of t^at 
metal, weighing lixteen ounces, as a prefent 
from his Imperial Majefly. 

' The gentlemen and mechanics weredifmifled 
from their attendance at the palace of Yeumen- 
manyeumen; for, as all the optical, mecha- 
nical^ and mathematical instruments were re- 
moved from thence, their prefeneu was no 
longer uecclTary. Belides, feveral* of thefe 
prefents, when a trial of them was made before 
tlie mandarins, were foun4 to fail in the opc- 

' rations 
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rations and powers attributed to them; and ^793, 
others of them did not excite that furprife and 
admiration in the breafls of the Chiiiefe phi- 
lofophers, which Dr. Dinwiddie and Mr. Bar- 
row expefted, who immediately determined 
upon the ignorance that prevailed in China, 
and the grofs obftinancy of the people. 

A report was in circulation this day through- 
out the palace, that the embalTy was to quit 
Pekin in the beginning of the week ; a cir- 
cumftance fo contrary tq the general cxpe6ta- 
tionj that it did not at firft meet with the cre- 
dit which it was afterwards foqnd to deferve, 


CHAP. 
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Orders ijfued for the fuite to prepare for an immediate 
departure from Peking — 1 be Emperor refufes to- 
allofw of any delay, — Great confujkn occafmed by 
this fudden departure, — Ihe embajj^ leaves Pekin i 
returns to *tong-tchew, — Order of the junks which 
are to take the embajjy to Canton, — Difficulties 
reJpeSing the baggage,r—^he junks enter a canal ; 
defcription of it,—CircumJiances of the voyage,— 
View and cultivation of the country, — ^e Chinefe 
pojl defcribed, — Pafs through feveral large cities i 
a general account of them. 

*793* TPpE carpenters were employed in ftrength- 
oAober, enlog tiic cafes that contained the prefents from 
the Emperor of China to their Britannic Ma- 
jefiics. 

In the afternoon the report of yefterday waa 
confirmed by an order, ^ ifTued by the Ambafla- 
dor to the whole fuite, to prepare for their de- 
parlure from Pekin, on WegFnefday. Our fur- 
prife at fuch unexpedted intelligence may be 
readily conceived, but the mortification which 
appeared throughout the palace on the occalion, 
was at leafl equal to the afionifhment: for in 

, one 
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one moment, as it were, al]l the domeftic ar- *793. 
rangements which had been formed, with every 
attention to individual comfort and repofe, were 
overthrown; — while our fatiguing pilgrimage , 
was to be renewed, not only with all the hu- 
miliation that accompanies a forced fubmiliion 
, to peremptory power, but with the painful de- 
fpondency which arifes from the fudden annihi- 
lation of fanguiue and well-grounded hope. 

5ut, though we might, in the firft moments of 
furprife, be difpofed to feel fomething for our- 
felves, fuperior confiderations foon fucceeded, 
and we forgot the trifle of perfonal inconveni- 
ence, in the failure of a political mealure which 
had been purfued with fo much labour, hazard, 
and perfevcrance ; had been fupported with 
fuch enormous expenfe, and to which our 
country looked with eager expedation, fry the 
aggrandizement of its commercial interefts. , 
There was, however, no remedy : and nothing 
now could be done but to ufe every endeavour 
to prolong the period afligned to the departure 
of the embaflTy, that there might be frifficient 
time to make the neceflary preparations for^ 
leaving Pekin with convenience ; and that*the 
Ambaflador might not appear to be turned out 
of the metropolis of a country, where he had 
reprefented the crowp of Great Britain. 

4 , For 
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For thefe rcafons, and they were, it mutt be 
acknowledged, of fome importance, the atten- 
dant mandarin was requefted to tlate to the 
prime minifter the impoffibility of our depar- 
ture at fo thort a notice, not only without very 
great inconvenience, but abtblute injury ; as it 
would be iinpotilble to pack up and arrange the 
baggage, &c. of the AmbatTador and his fuite, 
in a manner to tranfport it with tafety, in fo 
fliort a time as was then allotted for that pur- 
pofe. 

This comraiflion he readily undertook to ex- 
ecute ; and, in the evening, he returned with 
the penniflion of the Grand Choulaa, to delay 
the departure of the Brhifli embalfy till Friday, 
which would have given time fufficient to make 
every ncceflary preparation. 

l^ie mandarin came with a counter-order of 
the permiffion of yeflerday, from the Emperor 
himfclf, who exprelily commanded the Ambaf- 
fador, and all his retinue, to quit Pekin on the 
next day. They were thus thrown into a 
renewed Hate of confulion, which I lhall not 
attempt to deferibe. 

ITwas reported in the palace, by the Chinete, 
that the Emperor having confidered the bufinefs 
as completed between the two courts, exprefled 
his furprife that the Englilh minifter Ihould 
wilh to make an unueccirar,y ftay at Pddn, and 

not 
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lot be eager to return to his own country. Elis ‘793- 
mperial Majetiy was alto faid to be alarmed at oaober. 
he number of lick perfons in the retinue of the 
mbalTy, and to apprehend the communication • 
f a contagious diforder among his fubjecSls. 
t vvas alfo reported, that when the brafe mor- 
irs were tried in the prefence of tlie Emperor, 
is Majefty admired the Ikill and ingenuity of 
lefe engines of deftrudlion, but deprecated the 
fpirit of a people who employed them ; nor 
could he reconcile their- improvements in the 
fyllem of deftruftion to the benign fpirit which 
they reprefented as the foul, and operating 
principle, of their religion. 

Many other reports of a limilar nature were 
propagated ; but the reafon afligned by the 
Chinefe goverament, for thus urging the de- 
][)arture of the Amballkdor, Was the near«ap- 
proach of winter, when the rivers would be • 
frozen, and the journey, to Canton, through the 
northern provinces, be crowded with inconve- 
nience and impaliment. 

Wliatever policy governed the councils of 
China on this occalion ; whether it was an . 
enlarged view of national intcrell, which it was 
fuppofed the propoiitions of Great Britain 
would not tend to advance, or any dilgufe or 
prejudice proceeding from mifconduft, and 
' mifmanagement in tl}c embalTy itfelf, the man- 
i ’ ncr 
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*793* which the AmbalTador was ditmliileB 

'oJJ^ from Pekin was ungracious and mortifying in 
tlie extreme. F or even if it is fuppofed to be a 
policy of the Chinefe government, that no fo- 
reign miniller fhall be received, but on parti- 
cular occafions, and that he is not fufFered to 
remain in the country when he has finifhed his 
particular miflion ; it does not appear that the 
bufinefs was at all advanced which Lord Ma- 
. cartney was employed to negotiate ; ' and he 
certainly would not have entered into any do- 
medic arfangements, if he had not confidcred 
himfclfas fecureof remaining at Pekin through- 
out the winter. He mntl have been encouraged 
to believe that his rOlidence would not only be 
permitted, but acceptable to his Imperial Ma- 
jefly ; and that there was a very ifriendly difpofi- 
tioii m the councils of China towards the enter- 
ing into a treaty with Great Britain, refpefting 
a more enlarged fyftem of commercial interr 
courfe between the two countries. 

The jealoufy of the Chinefe government had 
fo far fubfided as to exprefs a vvifli for an em- 
baii^ from this country, an^ afterwards to re- 
ceive it. The power of Great Britain, its pof- 
fefSons in the Eaft Indies, with the, manner in 
which they have been acquired, and the gene- 
ral date of Europe, are fubjedts by no means 
unknown at the - court of<-Pekin ; nor was the 

Englifli 
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inglifli fettlement at Chufan, or the manner in *793- 
vhich it was defiroyed, altogether forgotten. oaSi^ 
The Emperor himfclf had not only manifefted 
i refpeft for the Bri'tith embafly, by the great * 
ittentions which had accompanied its progrefs, 

3ut difeovered an impatient dclire to receive it, 

Sy inviting it to its rcfidence in Tartary, when 
le was fo loon to return to Pekin. In Ihort, 
there was no apparent public realbn, when the 
\mballador was once received, why he Ihould 
not be permitted to proceed in his negotiation : 
but, even if any cliangc had taken place in 
the mind of the Emperor, or any prejudice arifen 
againfi the embafly, from any indifcrction or 
milcondutfl. in tlic management of it, which 
might induce the court of China to put an im- 
mediate termination to it ; it is wholly irrecon- 
cilcable to tite common rules of political deco- 
rum and civility, as well as the principles of • 
juflice and humanity, that an Ambaffador, of 
fo much confequence as Lord Macartney, 
ihould be difinilfed, under his peculiar circumf 
ttances, without the leaft ceremony ; and bO 
not only ordered to,depart without allowing the • 
lime neceffary to make the common arrapge- 
ments for hjs journey, but alfo refufed a refpite 
only of two days to his urgent folicitations. In 
ihort, we entered Pekin like paupers ; we rc- 
* mainedf 
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I793:* maincd in it like prifoners } and we quitted if 
like vagrants. 

This day, Newman, a marine, who* 

, with three of Ins comrades, had been taken from 
on board the Lion, to fill the vacancies occa- 
fioned by the death of fomc of the foldicrs be- 
longing to the crnbally, died of a flux ; and tp 
prevent this circumftance from being known, his 
corpfe was conveyed away in the night. 

Lord Macartney font his own flatc carriage 
as a prefent to the Grand Choulaa, who refufed 
to accept it. It was then re-demanded, to be un- 
flung and packed up ; but no anl'wer whatever 
was returned ; and lb Ihoit was the jxiriod al- 
lotted us to flay, and fo much was to be done iti 
it, tliat there was no time to make farther inqui- 
ries concerning the fate of tiiis chariot, or the 
rcafons of fuch an ungracious behaviour on the 
part of the miniftcr by whom it was refufed. 

The hurry and confufion of this day is be- 
y’ond defeription ; and if the foldicrs had not 
been called in to aflifl in packing the baggage 
and ftores, a much greater part muft have been 
left behind, that adlually became a prey to the 
Chftiefe.. ' 

The portraits of their Majefties were taken 
down, but as the cafes in which th^y had come 
from England, had been broke up for fixtures 
in the apartments, a few deals, haflily nailed 

. together. 
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together, were now their only prote6lion. As *795- 
for the ftate eanopy, it was not taken down, but 
abfohitely torn from the wall ; as the original 
cafe that contained it had been alfo employed » 
in various convenient ufcs, and there was not 
time to make a new one. The date chairs were 
prefented to fome of the mandarins ; and the 
canopy was given to fome of Lord Macartney’s 
fervants : though, in the fcramble, the Chi- 
nefe contrived to come in for a lharc. They 
alfo purloined a very large quantity of wine ; 
nor was it po^ble, in fuch a feene of hurry 
and confufion, ^ to prevent thole opportunities 
which they were on the watch to feize. In one » 
way or other, however, the public baggage, 

{lores, furniture, &c. were jumbled together as 
well as cireumflances would admit ; and no 
pains or activity were wanting in tholb em- 
ployed to perform that fudden and unexpected, 
duty. • ' 

The whole of the fuite was occupied, at a 
very early hour of this morning, in getting their 
packages in readinefs, w'hich were taken away 
by the Chinclb appointed to convey them aloqg 
the road. The whole of the embalfy foon fol* 
lowed.* .^Newman, the marine, was buried on 
the road to Tong-tchew, and at that town \ye 
arrived in the evening, where we found a great 
change* in the article of our accommodations. 

• T The 
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1793* The apartmcnl’j now allotted to us, were no- 
oa^ thing more than temporary theds, hung with 
ftraw matting. 

Thurfdjyio On going to tlic river fide we found the junks 
ready to receive us ; and when the circum- 
ftanccs of tlic embarkation were fettled, tlievef- 
fcls were arranged in the following order. 

No. I. Tlie Ambaffador. 

. 2. Sir George and Mafler Staunton. 

3. Captain Mackintolh, Mr. Maxwell, 

Mr. Barrow, and Dr. Gillan. 

4. Lieutenant-colonel Benfon, with the 

Lieutenants Parifli and Crewe. 

5. Mcllrs. Winder, Barring, Huttner, 

and Plumb, 

6. The Doctors Dinwiddle and Scott, 

with Mcis, lliekey and Alexander; 

, 7. The Muiicians, Mechanics. 

, The mandarin, Van-Tadge-In, and his at- 
tendants, were in feparate junks. 

All thefc matters being finally adjufled, his 
Extcllency, with SirGeorge Staunton, &c. went 
on board their junks : while the gentlemen 
were employed in getting their baggage into 
their refpeftive vefiels, which exhibited a new 
and fuperior fcenc of confufion to any we had 
yet ex{.>crienccd. Tlicrc was, in the firft place, 
no.finall difficulty in aflbrting the junks, with 
the perfons w'ho belonged tq them^ Nbr were 

• there 
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there a fufficieut number of coolies to tranlpoit 
the diiFerent effedls on board the veflcjs. In 
fhort, thofc attentions which were Ihcwn to 
the Arabaflador on his foimer abode in this 
city, teemed to have been forgotten ; and the 
place which was now appropriated to receive 
the baggage, was a tinall tpot, on the tide of 
the river, and prote(?tcd only by a fcrcen of 
matting. 

I have already mentioned tlie tlrangc condudl 
of the Grand Choulaa, refpedting the chariot 
which he refnfed to accept from Lord Macart- 
ney, and then refuted to return it. On our 
arrival, however, at Tong-tchew, the chariot 
appcaroil to have found its way thither before 
us ; and though we were rather in the habit of 
lieing turprized, we could not help feeling a 
conlidcrablc 
the carriage 
the reception of the embafl'y, furrounded by 
crowds of Chinefe, and many of its ornaments 
defaced. It was, accordingly, drawn down to 
the river fide, and a cate being made for it on 
the fpot, to fccijre it from any further injury, it 
was re-configned’ to the hold of a junk»; *an<f 
after having rolled a few polls in China, was • 
finally f(^t to figure at Madras. 

About four o’clock the whole fuite .were em- 
barked,* when dinner was immediately ferved ; 

' T a nor 
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1793 * nor was it long before they retired to reft, after 
the moft fetiguing day they had experienced 
fince their an’ival in China. 

FriJ^ II. At a very early hour the junks were unmoor- 
ed, and the fleet proceeded down the river ; 
but as 1 have already given the beft defeription 
in my power of the country through which it 
flows, and the local circumftances of it, I fliall 
pafs on to the day when we changed the natu- 
ral for the artificial water, with one folitary 
obfervation ; that though we ftill attradled the 
notice of the inliabitants who. lived near the 
river, the refpeetful attentions of our former 
voyage were not repeated. 

wijjncf. This morning the fleet entered a very noble 
canal, which communicates with the river near 
' Tycii-fing. It is a work of great labour, and 
prodigious expenfe; and its fides are faced with 
mafonry throughout its coifrfe. At certain dif- 
tances locks arc ereAed to give a current to the 
water; they are in the form of an half-moon, 
arid confine the water to a narrow paflage in the 
middle of the canal, which occafions a fall of 
about three feet. The junks acquire an acce- 
leraled motion in palling tnefe locks, which 
continued for a confiderable diftance ; and, in 
order to prevent their receiving apy injury from 
ftriking againft the walls of the lock, which, on 
account of' the fudden fermqnt of the \Vater, it 

• . is 
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is not of^en poffiblc to avoid, men arc always *793* 
Rationed there to let down large leathern pads, 
which efFcdually break the lliock that would 
otherwile be felt from fuch an accident. 

We palTcd through at leaft thirty of thelc 
locks in the courfe of this day’s voyage, with- 
out being able to difcover any variation in them, 
as to their conftrudlion, or the cfFefts produced 
by them. 

On each fide of the canal, the country, as 
far as the eye can reach, is one entire flat, but 
finding with fertility. Several villages, with 
their crowds of inhabitants, varied the feene ; 
and at each of them the foldiers of the diftrift 
appeared in military array, and fainted the fleet 
as it paffed with three guns. 

We paffed by feveral towns and villages, and 
at every one of them the Ambalfadorand man- 
darins were received with .military honours. 

It may be proper to obfcrve in this place, 
that a mandarin of the fecond clafs, named 
Chootadzin, was on board the fleet, and was to 
continue with us till our arrival at Hoang-tehew, 
of which provincp he was appointed the, vise- • 
roy. Van-Tadge-In, although a mandarin of 
the firfr cj^afs, was inferior to him in authority, 
as' the office of viceroy gives precedence to the 
highefl order of mandarins. 

‘ -T 3 
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1793. I obferved a confiderablc number of rice 
fields, in which there were fione gutters or 
channels, finithed with great neatnefs, and ad- 
mirably contrived to convey water to every part 
of the plantations. 

, For fonie days the provilions with which we 
had been fupplied, were not only deficient in - 
quantity, but were fent ready drelTcd and cold ; 
fo that we found it nccetfary to drefs them 
again, or rather heat them up as well as we 
could. Mr. Plumb, the vehicle of all com- 
plaints, and who, in general, contrived to pro- 
, cure redrefs, was employed on the prefent 
occafion to reprefent the diflatisfaflion which 
was felt by the different departments of the 
embafiy, refpe^ting the deficiency and cjuality 
of the daily provifions. 

IS. Tiie fame flat and fertile country appeared 
' on either fide of the canal, thougli the view 
was tills day varied by fevcral gardens, in which 
there were plantations of tliat flirub which bears 
what is called the inqjcrial and gunpowder teas ; 
it grows to the fize of a gootberry bufli, witJi 
■ li^vcs of the fame fize. The former of thofe 
teas is collected from the firft, and the other 
from the fucceflivcbloffoms of that plant. 

We continued to pafs through a fuccetfion of 
locks, and to excite the curiofity of various 
towns and villages which poured forth their 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants to fee tlie cxtraordinajy fpcdaclc of 1793- 
an European cmbaffy. 

Towns and villages alternately prcfenlcds«“fJ’'y'9- 
therafelvcs on cither fide of tlic canal, with 

# 

tlicir prodigious population^ but poirdicd no 
peculiarity, and offered no circumftances 
novelty which would juffify a particular dc- 
feription. 

The reprefentation which had been made 
concerning the provifions produced an imme- 
diate change in the fupply of them : we this 
day received a large quantity of mutton and 
beef, with fowls and ducks; to thefe were added 
bread, flour, tea, fugar, rice, vegetables of all 
kinds, with foy, oil, candles, charcoal and 
wood; and, while the fol id part of tljc meal, 
w'ith the means of preparing it, were amply ad- ' ' 
miniftered, the elegant addition of fruits of 
various kinds, and the liquors of the country, 
were not forgotten. 

In the very unexpeded fituation of the em- 
baflTy, it was very natural for thofe who rorn- 
pofed the retinue of it to be continually forming 
conjeftures, and eagerly inquiring after any in- 
formation that mtght tend to elucidate the c>rri’a- 
ordinary circumftances of it. Thus we became 
acquainted with various reports on the fuhjcct, 
fornc of which we were difpofed to credit, wliile 
. . T 4 we, 
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*793* we rcjeiled others, as they feemed to concur 
^Saoter! with, or contradict, the events of the moment. 

Thus we were not unwilling to believe, as it 
was propagated among us by fome of the 
Chinefe, that a Tartar mandarin had been able 
^ to prejudice the Emperor agiiinfl: the Englifh 
people by reprefenting them as barbarous, in- 
human, and deftitute of all thofc amiable qua- 
lities which they pretended to poflefs : nor were 
many of the fuite indifpofed to believe that from 
fuch an unpropitious circumflance the embafly 
had been treated, to ufe no worfc expreffion, 
with fuch llrange difrcf})c6t and peremptory 
difrailiion. It wasalfo added, thatVan-Tadge- 
In, the attendant mandarin, had lince repre- 
fented the conduCl and charaClcr of the em- 
bafly in a very different point of view, in a 
written nremorial addrefled to the Emperor; 
whicii had induced his Imperial Majcfty to 
give orders that the Briiiflr Ambaflador and his 
fuite lliould be abundantly fupplied with every 
thing ncceffary for their convenience and com- 
fort, and that they might at all times enjoy the 
liberty of going on Ihorc, and amufing them-' 
feltts at their own diferetion. ' 

Siindjy so. Wc paflcd a great number of tobacco plan- 
tations. The Chinefe cultivate and fhanuiac- 
ture this plant in a very fuperior degree, and 
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are fuppofed to pofiefe greater varieties of it 
than any other country in the world. 

The quantity of tobacco confumed, and, of 
courfe, grown in China, muft be beyond all 
calculation, asfmoaking is univerfallypradtited, 
and by all ranks and ages. Children, as foon 
as they have fufficient ftrength or dexterity to 
hold a pipe in their hands, are taught by their 
parents to fraoake, which they feel not only as 
an habitual amufement, but is confiden;d as a 
prefervative againfl all contagious difeafes. 

Several walled cities apjicarcd at foine dif- 
tance from the canal, whofe guards and garri- 
fons were marched to its banks, in order to 
give the ufual falute ; and one in particular of 
very great extent and amazing population, call- 
ed Tohiamfyni The crowds of iicople of both 
fexes which came to fee the junks pat's, were 
beyond all belief. , 

We this day paffed feveral ftonc bridges, 
forae of them were of one, and others of two 
arches, which appeared to be conflrufted with 
great ftrength and excellent mafonry. The 
number of locks appeared rather to increafc 
than diminith in the* courfe of this day’s voyageT 

The country offered a very fruitful fcene,Tuefaayj». 
and, in fome places, rofe into hills and uplands. 

The water-mills, of which we law feveral at 
work, appeared to be in a great mcafurc the fame 
. * as 
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1793. as thofe ufcd in Europe : they were’ com-mills, 
as wc were informed ; and were lituated in the 
midft of very cxlenfive fields of that grain^ 
which was almofi ready for the fickle. 

Several gentlemen of the fiiite went on Ihore 
to enjoy tlie cxcrcifc and variety of walking on 
. the banks of the canal but the junks were 
cjirried on with fuch rapidity from the quick 
fucceffion of loeksj that they were left behind, 
and the whole fleet was obliged to come to 
anchor till they rejoined it. 

Wrdntf- VYe this morning liiw a very lofty pagoda 
^ lituated on an eminence ; it appeared to be a 
fione building, confining of eight flories, each 
of which was encircled with a balcony, and the 
w'holc terminated in an ornamented roof that 
diminithed to a very flender point. 

Thorf- ^We this day law the Chinefi; poll pafs along 
^ the road, on the fide of the canal, with great 
expedition. The letters and packets are carried 
in a large fquare bamboo bafket, girt with canc 
hgops and lined ; it is locked, and the key 
is given to the cuftody of one of the attendant 
Ibldiers, whofe office it is to deliver it to the 
'poff-mafter; the box is faftened on the courier’s 
Ihoulders with firaps; and is decorated at the 
bottom with a number of Irnall bells, which, 
being lhaken by the motion of the horfe, make 
a loud gingling noife, that announces the ap- 

. . proach 
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proach of the poft. The poft-man is cfcorlcd 1793- . 
by five light-horfemen to guard liim from rob- 
bery or interruption. The fwiftcfl horfes are 
alfo employed on the occafion, which are re- , 
newed at every flage; lb that the polls of 
China may vie in expedition with the Englifh 
mail. 

The fucceflion of populous and large towns Fridjy 25 
was lb continual, that it would be tedious to * 
mention them but as a general charaelcrifiic of 
the country ; unlcfs forac particular circum- 
ftance, from its novely or intereit, Ihould juf- 
tify defeription. 

When I rofe this morning, I was furprited 
to find the junk fleet. at anchor in the heart of 
a very large city, through the center of which 
the canal pafics ; it. is here *crolled by a con- 
tinual fucceflion of bridges, Avhich arc epn- 
ne6ted with a circular brcall-work on each fide, 
guarded by foldiers, whd* fulFer no vclllis to 
pafs till they have been infpe6lcd by mandarins 
who prefide over that department. The fleet 
was favoured here with the ufual falutc of three 
guns, and a very large body of foldiers was 
drawn up on botli fidcs of the canal ; “they 
were completely armed, and wore large hel- 
mets, which gave them a very military appear- 
ance, while their ranks were enlivened with 
feveral Hands of colours. 


At 
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>793* , At fix o’clock the fleet left this city, and at 
Oftoicn ten palled throilgh another^ which, as far as 
we could judge from our paflage, was of equal 
dimenfions and population. Its name is Kord- 
cheeaung. 

To the left of the canal, and in the center 
of the city, we faw a very magnificent and 
lofty pagoda : it rofe to the height of ten fl;o- 
• rics, each of which is furrounded with an ele- 
gant gallery, and projecting canopies, fup- 
ported by pillars. 

The chief mandarin of the place has an 
handl'orae palace guarded by a fort, whole 
garrifon came forth to falute the Ambaflador, 
as the veflels palled by it. 

In the fublcquent progrefs of this day’s 
voyage we pafled four other cities, of equal 
magnitude with thofe which have been already 
mentioned; and about nine o’clock at night 
ancliorcd in the city of Lecyaungoa, which 
w'as illuminated to do honour to the diltin- 
guilhed perfons on board the fleet ; nor were 
any of thofe marks of reljjedl: omitted which 
^ had been demonllrated in all the places, ac- 
cording to their rank, through which we had 
paired, ; , . 

A very large body of troops, confifiing at 
leall of a thoufiind men, were drawn up on the 
banks of the canal ; and pach man held a pole 

with 
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with a coloured paper lanthern hanging from 1793, 
it, which, when the troops halt, is Ituck in (lie 
ground ; the whole forming a very (ingular and 
pleating fpe(!ilaclc. 

The air was this morning extremely cx»ld; 
the thermometer having funk fo low as forty 
degrees. At feven o’clock wc paficd a lock, 
whole current bore us into the city of Kaung- 
hoo, w'hich, from the great number of junks 
lapng there, muft be a place of immenfe trade. 

Indeed, the water was lb entirely covered with 
them, that our fleet was obliged to come to 
anchor, in order to give time for a paflage to 
be made between them. The canal took a 
winding courfe through this place, which is 
elevated above it, and its banks fall in beauti- 
ful Hopes to the water. 

The weather was moderate and agrceablt ; Sunday 
and the profpcA was varied with meadow^ of 
the richctl verdure, which were covered with 
flocks of Ihccp, and herds of cattle. We 
palled alfo fevcral large fields of paddy and 
millet, and the eye ranged over a vail extent 
of flat and fertile country. 

The voyage of this day furnilhed no variety, Monjay a. 
unlefs a gr^at number of flour-mills may be 
fuppoled to vary the feene. 

The growing wealth of cultivation wc had Tu-.«»y 19. 
feen every hour as we proceeded on our voyage, 

2 ’ ■ and 
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*793* and not a (])ot appeared which towns and 

Oflobcr. villages did not occupy, but proved the Ikill 
and labour of the huibandinan. This morn- 
ing, however, gave us a profixift of that labour, 
for we paffcd feveral extenlivc fields, where the 
peatants were bufy with their ploughs ; thete 
machines,- to cfieiitial in agriculture, were 
drawn by oxen, and though of a.vciy eluirify 
form’ when eompircd with thole of our own 
country, jierform their office with good effc6t, 
as the ground appeared to be got into a very 
promiling fiate of tillage. 

wedner- We law a ficet of iunks laden with tea for 

JO. ** 

the Canton market; nor was it an unnatural, 
or uniiilcrclting oblcrvation, tliat in the chance 
of coinmeree, foine of their cargoes might nlti- 
maiely he configned to our own country, and 
aivive there Ijcfore us. 

The protpcdls of this day were enlivened by 
pagodas, and country teats ; Ibme of which 
were adorned with beautiful gardens, and 
others lurrounded with the finefi: orchards I 
ever beheld. 

Thurf- _ This morning the fleet’ paflfed through a wal- 
led city, named Hoongloafoo. This is ano- 
ther of jthofc places where the va:^ number of 
junks whidi covered its canal, jullify the opi- 
nion of its exten.^vc commerce. . In its neigh- 
bourhood there are large plantations of tea, 

exten- 
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cxtcnfivc fields of tobacco, and a great number 1793- 
of flour-mills. 

We bad fecn frequent and large plantations ‘ 
of rice ; but the fields of cotton, which this 
morning prefented Ihemfelvcs to our attention, 
formed a curious and pleafing novelty. I ob- 
ferved that the cotton was of the nankeen co- 
lour, and is plucked from the top of a ihort 
italk. 

Of cities, towns, locks, and bridges, we have 
feen and faid fo much, that the reader and tlie 
writer would be equally fatigued with the daily 
enumeration of them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Farms ctrcumftances of the voyage.-— Enter the Tel- 
lorv River. — Pafs feveral- tozvns, lakes, — 
Ceremonies at the city of Kiangfou. — Enter a 
beautiful lake ; defcription of it. — Enter another 
■ river ; circumflances of it. — Vafs feveral cities, 
ISc. — Dock yards for building junks. — Arrive at 
the city of Mee-you-mee-arwng ; beautiful country. 
—•Further account of the Chinefe troops. — A man- 
durin's palace and pagoda de 

*793- The canal appeared now to have aflTumed 
November. tlie form of a conliderable river, and broirght 

where wc came to an 
anchor at lix o’clock in the morning, having 
patTed a fort at the entrance, by which the fleet 
had been fainted. 

When I mention the fituation and circum- 
ftanccs of this city, it would be n^dlefs to 
, deferibe it as a place of gtpat trade, or fpeak of 
the inconceivable number of ju.nks which were 
moored at its quays and wharfs ; it will be I’uf- 
ficienf to fay, that it was waflied by large ca- 
nals, and that on the fouth fide of it, there is 
an extenfive bay which«coniinamcatcs with the 

Yellow 
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Ytillovv River, to give fome notion of its com- *75l3* 
mcrcial charadlen 

Here the fleet remained at anchor about an 
hour; when it unmoored, and foon entered 
the bay, with an alarming rapidity, througii a 
large lock, cohftrudtcd with rulhes, curioufly 
matted together, and fccured with logs of 
wood. 

This bay is of great extent, and would con- 
tain the prondeft fleets of Europe, while its 
fhores ofler an amphitheatre of landfcape 
beauty. The hills are verdant to their very 
fuminits, which are fometimes crowned with 
pagodas ; and the lovvcr parts are enriched with 
houfes and gardens, and that variety of culti- 
vation whicli ditUnguithes this extraordinary 


country. 

On entering this bay, it was difeovered that 
there were a variety of currents running with 
great violence, and in oppofite diredtions, at 
not lefs than feven miles an hour j and the 


fkill of navigating it confifls in Ireing able to 
get into that individual current which runs to- 
wards the place of the veflel’s particular defti- 
nation. * * 


In this fltuation we fliould have been glad,' if 
it had been confiftent with the courfe of the 


voyage, to have .call anchorj and enjoyed, at 


leifure, the contemplation of its beauties : 

U 


but- 

the 
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* 193 - the fleet immediately flicered towards a large 
river, which it foon entered, and whofe iiream 
foot! bore us, as it were, into the bofom of a 
rich and beautiful country'. 

At the mouth of this river there is a large 
town, with the palace of a mandarin of the 
firtt clals furrounded with a flrong Hone wall : 
it is a very large edifice, crowned with turrets, 
richly gilt and ornamented after tlie falhion of 
the country. The front looks towards the bay, 
of which it comihands an extenfive and en-. 
chatlting pr6fpe£t. 

Town now fucceeded to town ; and the 
country offered the moft beautiful views, of 
which no adequate idea can be given by written 
defeription. When, therefore, I mention the 
country as one feene of varied cultivation, di- 
vided by well-planted enclofures, peopled with 
farm^'that are furrounded by orchards, enriched 
with villas, and their ornamental gardens, a 
very inadequate picture is given of the expan- 
flve fccncry on either fide of the navigation 
which bore us through it. 

At two o’clock, and as we were preparing for 
dinner,' the junks arrived at arvery large town, 
through which the river took a courfc of at 
leafl; three miles. This place is formbd on a 
more regular plan than any which wc had feen 
in .China. The houfes were uniformly, built of 

" brick 
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i)fick> Varied with an intermixture of blue if^.- 
ftone, and feldom deviated from the height of 
two ftoriesi 

The ufual honours of forts and military 
guards were received herej as through every 
place we pafled, of whatever fize or diftindioil 
it might be: the Walled cityj atnd the village, 
were equally attentive to this aft of otHcial 
civility, according to their rftpeftivc capacities. 

It may, indeed, be here- obfervedi that through 
the whole of our travels in this country, whe- 
ther by land, or by water, and not excepting 
Tartary, the villages, as well as the cities, have 
their mandarin, and his guards proportioned to 
the magnitude and confequence of the place 
where they are cantoned; and that the inte- ' 
wor parts of the kingdom are equally fecured 
by troops, as tlie frontiers; or fea coall: sve 
may,' therefore, be faid to pafs almoll between 
a continued line of foldlers, on each fide of the 
canals, or rivers; where the intervals are fo 
fo finall between thofe villages and great towns, 
that they may be faid to form a chain of mili- 
tary cantonments. 

In the latter part of the afternoon we an*- 
chored, for,/ome time, at another confiderable 
town, where the junks flopped to “take in a 
fupply of China wine. It is fituated on the 
fide of alakgelake, w|;iich, in foipe places, was 
• U a divided 
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*793* divided only by a bank from the river on which ^ 
we tailed. As I could not difcover any land in 
the diftant part of this large body of water, I 
was difpofed to confider it as an inlet of the 
Yellow fea. 

The country now began to wear a fwarapy 
appearance, and, of courfe, did not altogether 
retain thofe beautiful features^ which I have 
faintly reprefented it to potfefs, during the 
more recent parts of our voyage. This cir* 
Cumllance naturally arifes from the great num- 
ber of rivers, canals, and lakes, that aid the 
navigation of this part of the country; which 
being fubjedt to occalional inundations from 
them, is frequently in the lituation that I have 
deferibed. 

In the evening we faw a very fine palace 
belonging to the mandarin of a town, through 
which we afterwards palTed in the night; and 
neither knew its form or charadter : nor fhould 
we have even difeerned the grandeur of the 
-mandarin’s refidence, if he had not illuminated 
it in honour of the Amballador and his bre- 
, Jhren on board the junks ; and ordered out his 
guard, confining of at leafl five hundred men, 
to enligliten with tlicir paper lantern®, the banks 
of the river. 

SunJay j. This moming was very keen and frofty. 
Tlie fleet anchored oppgfite to a large lake, 

which 
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which appeared to communicate with th'eral 1793. 
confiderable rivers. The country continued its 
flat and fwampy appearance. -I was this day 
informed that the river whereon we were 1 
proceeding is called the Yellow river, which 
may probably be owing to the communications 
it may have with the Yellow fea. There is a 
confiderable town fituated between the lake 

* 

and this river. 

The junks remained at anchor no longer 
than was neceflary to receive the ufual fupply 
of provifions and wine. In a Ihort time we 
pafled another lake; and, without enumerating 
the canals, with their‘ftone and wooden bridges, 
as well as the villages and towns that claimed 
our tranfient attention, I fliall come at once to 
another lakt^ that app(iared to be much larger 
than any of thofe which have been already 
mentioned. A great number of junks were > 
failing acrofs it in different diredtions, and le- 
veral hundred filTiing boats were employed on 
it in their neceffary occupations. It is faid to 
abound in filh ; thofe we procured were fmall, 
of the fize of a fprjit, but in tafie and fhapere-^ 
fembling an haddock : nor was our river defi- 
cient in its produce, as plenty of fine trout wer? 
taken in it. 

At forae diflance from the river, on the fide 
oppofite to the lake, is a very large, and, as far 
U 3 - as 
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1793' as \ve could judge, magnificent dty furrounded 
by a wall, named Chun»foong. The fuburbs 
which extend towards the water, arc alfo very 
confiderable, and the houfes of which they con-, 
lift are built of a dark ftone, roofed with tiles 
of the fame colour, They are only of one 
ftbry, and their windows are circular and grated 
with iron, which gives them a very difagreeabk 
appearance. The wall of this town is not fo 
high as thofe we have hitherto feen, and, as 
far as I could judge by the telefcope, does not 
rife above fourteen or fifteen feet. The part of 
it that we palTcd could not he lefs than fwa 
miles in extent 5 which may lead us to the 
plaufible conjedure that the city itfelf is at Icafl 
eight miles in circumference. From its gene-^ 
ral appearance and acceflbry .circmnflances, no 
doubt c-ould be entertained of its extenfive com-, 
merce ; and, from the drefs and manners of its 
- inhabitants, a fimilar opinion might be enter-, 
tained of their urbanity apd opulence. 

At four o’clock the fleet anchored at the ex- 
tremity of the wall of this city, and received a 
. Jrefh^ fupply of wine and .provifions ; thefe, 
indeed,' were now provided in fuch plenty, that 
the poor people who navigated the junks 
found themfelves in a flate of unexpedlcd and 
unexampled Juxqry, from the fuperabundanco 
of theip. 


Several 



( 295 ) . 

Several of the gentlemen from the other 1791. 
junks did us the honour to pay us a vifit, which 
produced an evening of great mirth and fefti- 
vity. 

The weather was extremely cold. We patfed MonaSjr 4. 
two large lakes, which, by their refpedtive 
branches, unite with the river. At noon we 
tailed through a conlidcrable town, and be- 
yond it, faw feveral fmall canals on either fide 
of the river, with many boats on them employ- 
ed in fithing. The country is flat and marthy, 
and wherever the road on the fide of the river 
pafles over fwampy dips or vallies, wooden 
platforms are ere<?led to preferve the level, and 
avoid the inconvenience of finking into them. 

A large walled city, whofc name is Kiangfou, 
next claimed our attention. At the entrance 
of it a mandarin and his guards appear^ on 
the water-fide in martial figure, to give the* 
cuftomary falutcs. At each end of the line 
of troops there was an elegant arch, with a con- 
nected platform, about three feet from the 
ground, guarded by railing, and projecting 
into the river. • Thefe ' temporary fisuCturcs 
were covered with beautiful matting, and the 
rails* wel’e bound with filk of various colours, 
ornamented with knots and fcflroons. The 
arches yvere decorated in a fimilar taftc, and 
the w’holcx was cri^Cted for the convenience of 
■ ' U. 4 the 
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J793* the Ambaflador, if it bad fuited bis convenience 
Kma^. to Aop, an(f vilit the mandarin. 

At a fmall diftance, and on an elevated litu- 
ation, was an encampment of the mandarin’s 
guards.^ The tents wQre pitched clofc to each 
other, in a circular form, with a fmall vacant 
Ipace as an entrance to the mandarin’s pavilion, 
which occupied the center. It was decorated in 
a very elegant manner with ribands and filken 
ilreamers : the front of it was open, and dif- 
played its interior ornaments : it contained a 
table covered with a collation, and furrounded 
with fine chairs, with a canopy over one of 
them. The mandarin’s attendants appeared to 
be in waiting, and a ccntinel was on duty on 
each fide of the pavilion, 

This regale was prepared with great polite- 
nefs and hofpitality in honour of the Ambafla- 
• dor and the mandarins on board the junks, if 
the order of the voyage would have permitted 
them to have delayed its progrefs for a fiiort 
time, to have acknowledged thetb refpe6tful 
attentions. 

»Each^ tent had a flag of green filk, orna- 
mented with golden figures and Chinefe cha- 
racters flying on the top of it, fo that this en- 
campment was a very pretty and pidturefque 
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At a fmall diftance from it, there was a large 1793. 
town, the houfes of which being built of Hone 
gave it a very fuperior appearance, and the in- 
habitants poflefled all the exierior of an opu- 
lent and poliflied people. Here we Hopped 
for a Ihort time in order to reeeive a fupply of 
provilions, as well as to be furnilhed with, a 
body of thofe men vvhofe employment it is to 
tow the junks. They wore a kind of uniform, 
and had red caps on their heads, by which their . 
laborious profcllion is known anddiflinguithed. 

Our eyes were very much gratified at thia place 
by the fight of a conlidcrable number of wo- 
men, who appeared to us not only to poffets 
fine features, but fair complexions. 

At five o’clock we came to the fuburbs of a 
very large city, and paffed at leafi: a mile along 
the fuburbs before we reached the wall of it. 

From fuch a view as my fituation would ad- 
mit, and the befi: information 1 could obtain, 
this place is at leafi: nine miles in circumfe- 
rence. Several hundred junks were moored 
along its wharfs, fome of which were of very 
large dimenfions. , The wall is at leafi forty , 
feet in height, and has a very ancient appear- 
ance. The redoubts which fupport the gates 
are fuch as I had not feen in. China, being in 
the form of an half-moon. The troops were 
,wn out, as in otlier places, on our arrival, 

• and 




Kovembef, 
Tuliday 5. 


( 498 ) 

and a very brilliant illumination, exhibited by 
the mandarin,, did not fail to diilipate the gloom 
of, the evening. 

This morning the fleet entered a large lake, 
adorned with a great number of beautiful 
iflands. Themoft conliderable'of them is on 
the fouth-weft fide of the lake ; its length is 
about three quaters of a mile, but not of equal 
breadth. It contains a mandarin’s palace, with 
ieveral fummer houies fancifully {battered about 
it ; the whole Ihaded with the finetl trees, and 
prefenting to us as we failed by it, a moft in- 
viting feene of rural elegance. But beauty 
was not the only circumftancc which allured 
our attention to this charming ifland ; a confi- 
derable rock, an objeft of comparative gran- 
deur, alfo fofe from the midft of its groves, and 
wai crowned with a {lately pagoda. 

We had no Iboner palled this delightful '{pot, 
pofleflang fo much beauty in itfelf, and com- 
manding lb large a portion of fine profpedl 
around it, than we entered another river, the 
mouth of which is furrounded with high lands, 
■ofFering the moft picturcfque fcencry that can 
be imagined :' thick woods, ftatcly edifices, 
lofty pagodasi and mountainous {haJ)C8, with 
the riyer and the take, all blended together in 
one pibtUre, may exercife the’imagiqation of 
thofe who read this work,’’ but far iranfceni^' 
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the defcriptive powers of the writer of it. It 1793* 
may not alfo be unworthy of remark, that all 
the houfcs which occupy the heights furround'* , 
ing this bay, are ornunented with gilt pyra* 
mids OF pinnacles, which rife from the roof, and 
give fome of the buildings the appearance of 
Gothic architedlure. 

This river, as might be expcfted, foou 
, brought us to a town, where the foldiers, which 
were drawn up on either fide of the water to 
falute the fleet, were difierent from thofe we 
had already feen, by the variety of their drefs 
and the colour of their ilandards ; which were 
now multiplied into white, fcarlct, orange, 
light and dark blue and green, 

A mandarin’s palace, very finely ornamented 
with painting, gilding, and filken fireamers, a 
river crowded with junks, and a charming 
country on either fide of it, were the only oh- ^ 
jedts that prefented thcmfelves to us, till we 
arrived before the city of Mce-you-mee-awng. 

The walls are of great height, and guarded by 
towers; while a kind of glacis dopes down 
from the foot qf it to a meadow, agreeably 
planted with trees that flretch along the fide of 
the rives, and add very much to the beauty of 
the place. 

Here the fleet anchored for a Ihort time to 
i.ake in' the ufuaf fupply of proyifions; and, 

• from 
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from the general appearance of the city, as well 
Kovcmbcr. as of the adjacent country, they both Teemed to 
have been formed by the hand of commerce it- 
felf for the purpofes of navigation. 

Beauty of fituation might alto be added to 
the abundance of its produdtions; for tl)c 
banks 'of the river that pafled before its walls, 
when they rofe into height, were covered with 
hanging woods and gardens, which gave a 
charming variety to the tranfient feene. 

To thefe pleafing objects fuccccded one of a 
very different nature, and, by its contraft, ^ac- 
quired an additional importance. It was no 
lefs than a body of foldiers drawn up on an 
efplanade ; the line of which, extending near a 
mile, divided into companies diftinguithed by 
the variety of their uniforms, and enlivened by 
the number, as well as colour of their flaudards, 
offered a very beautiful lpe6laclc. . 

No other objeA,for fome time attracted our 
notice, except a fmall dock yard for building 
junks, enclofed in a fine grove, which formed a 
pretty piClurefquc fgene. 

The river now appeared to be proceeding 
Boldly *on into a rich, fertile country, but of 
more unequal furface than any we jiad yet 
feen; when, by an unexpected meander, it 
brought us back to the city of Mee-you-mee- 
awng, to attonilh us with the extent of it. 

. Here 
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Here wc pafTed through another large bridge, 
and near a circular badion which commanded, 

^ ^ November. 

by its battery, every dire<5tion of the river. 

On another turn of the dream, a very fine 
hill rofe up, as it were, before us, whole fum- 
mit is crowned with a magnificent pagoda, and 
whole declivities have all the decoration that 
could be conferred on them by beautiful gar- 
dens and elegant buildings. At the foot of this 
elevated fpot are two done arches, or gateways, 
which open to a walk that winds gradually up 
the hill to the pagoda. 

The palace of the mandarin, of whofc garden 
this hill appeared to form a part, is fitiiated on 

the banks of the river, from whence a broad 

* 

flight of deps alcends to the gate of the outer 
court. This edifice is pcrfcdlly fuited, both in 
its .fize and appearance, to the dignity pf its 
pofiefibr. Like other buildings of the lame . 
kind and cliaFaitcr in China, it is perfcdlly 
uniform in all its parts. The body of the 
houle riles to three dories, and the wings are' 
diminilhed to two. A paved court occupies a 
large fpace in the front ; and the whole is erx- 
clofed by a wall, including a large garden, that 
extends, to the beautiful hill, of which a very 
inadequate fketch has been already given. 

The country continues to make great ad- 
vances In landlcap 9 beauty ; fields full of fer- 
4 
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tility, with their thick and fhady enelofuresj 
farms embojfomed in orchards $ viltasy and their' 
gardens, we have long continued to fee : but 
tow the mountditt rifes before us, not rugged 
and batten, but verdant to itsve^ top; while 
innumerable herds of cattle> and flocks of 
iheep, hang down its floping pailuresi > 
Another town foon fucceeded ; and to that a 
lake, lUrroundcd by hills of the fame kind, and 
co'Tercd with the fame inhabitants as thofe 
which have jufl been mentioned. From this 
enchwting Ipot' our fleet pafled through a 
lock, and between a drawbridge, into a canal, 
that divides another large, commercial townw 
Here we faw a brick-kiln, and a great pile of 
bricks juft made : they appear to be* compofed 
of a kind of fand, mixed up with the mud of 

the river. The kiln itfelf is built of the mate- 

( 

rials which it makes, and is in the form of a 
fugar loaf. 

In the evening we pafled a large walled city, 
containing all the circumftances of the various 
' places of that defcription which have been al- 
ready-enumerated. Several pagodas were illu- 
mmatecTon the occafton, and had a very pretty 
appearance amid the gloom of night. \ 


CHAP. 
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! CHAP. XVIII. 

\ 

■ v<^a^e continued.-— A JucceJfion of various ohjeSts. 

—The elegant attentions of a mandarin fo the 
mbajfy. — Captains of the junks punijhed for 
mbezzling the provijions fuppUed for the ufe of the 
'mbajjador and his fuite. — Hujhandry of the Chi- 
nefe. — Preparations jor fending the heavy baggage 
belonging to the embajjy to Chufan ; feveral perfons 
of the fuite ordered to accompany it. — Arrive at 
Hoang-tchew. — Captain Mackintojhy and the other 
gentlemen, fet off for Chufan. 

TOWN which wc entered this morning, iyq3. 
had a very difmal appearance, from the colour 
of thc> houles, which are all built of a black wedn^t 
brick. They were, however, much more lofty 
than any we had yet fcen in China ; fome of 
them riling to four ftories^ and there were 
very few indeed tliat had lefs than two. 

We paired beneath a very handfome ftone 
bridge of three arches, that appeared to be of * 
recent ereiftion. • It was built in the manner of 
our bridges in England ; the center arch occu- 
pying a much larger fpan, and riling to atr 
higher eleyation than the lateral ones. On the 
* parapet, 
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- *>93’ parapet, bv6r the former, were fix round finall 
fiones, by way of ornament, with Chin 
characters engraven on them. 

The mandarin’s palace, a vei^ fingukt ft; 
tufe, immediately attraCts the attention 
palling the bridge near which it Itands. < , 
each fide of the principal gate are two lot’’ 
walls, painted of a red colour, to prevent t.;.. 
building from being feen but in a front view of 
it. The gateway is very much encircled with 
fculpture, and the ufual accompaniments of 
Chinefe characters : it is of Hone, and fupports 
an apartment. The houfe itfelf is painted of 
different colours, with a flone gallery in front, 
and covered with a roof of the fame material. 

The mandarin who fefided here had given 
to his hofpitality the moll elegant appearance. 
He^had caufed a temporary fiage, or platform 
to be eredted, from the "palace to the fide of the 
river, in cafe the Ambalfador, and the manda- 
rins, Ihould find it convenient to land. The 
roof of this building was covered with filk of 
every colour; a great number of lamps were 
.fulpended from it, fancifully adorned with 
'‘gauzC and ribands, and the floor was covered 
with a fine, variegated matting. But this was 
■ not the whole of the elegant attentions which 
were exerted by the mandarin on the occafion ; 
as he load caufed a large fereen, or curtain, of 

this 
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this matting, to be fixed on the oppofite fide of *793* 
the water, in order to liide forac ruinous build- xiiwnw. 
ings that would otherwife have dilgraccd the 
gay pidure he had contrived, by tlicir de- 
formity. 

The foldicrs, under the command of this 
mandarin, were of a different appearance from 
any we had feen. They wore red hats, with a 
very high and pointed crown ; on Ihc fide of 
which was a brals plate, that appeared to be 
faflened with yellow ribands. 

Towns, locks, bridges, and pagodas ftill 
continued to appear in an hafly and aftoriifhing 
fucceffion. In the afternoon, a very large 
country rcfidence was feen at fomc diftance, 
with a very lofty pagoda riling, as it perfpcc-- 
lively appeared, from the center of it. The 
tower terminated in a cupola, with a fpiral or- 
nament rifing from the top, crowned with a 
ball, from each fide of which a chain hung 
down till it touched the upper flory of the 
biulding. 

. Soon after we had paffed this ftru61ure, the 
banks of the river were, for a c.onfiderable dif- 
tance, fo high, as to oblcure.all view of the? 
adjaeent country. # 

When tlie fleet came to anchor, the grand 
mandarin vifited all the junks, in confecpacncc 
of a conctflaint that had been made againft Ibmc 
• X of 
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1793' of the captains of them for embezzling tb 
provifions which were daily fupplicd for theul 
of the embafly. ' After a fcvere examinatio 
into thif bulinefs, the mandarin was fo convin 
ced of the truth of the charge, that the perfor 
accufed were immediately fcntenced to be bam 
booed: they were accordingly ftretched o 
the ground, and being held down by two fol 
diers, were ftruck in a very violent ' manne 
acrofs the hips, till the judge gave a lignal ft 
•the puniftiment to ceafe. 

Thutfday 7. It had been a ^ry foggy night, and the we: 
ther continued to be hazy till ten o’clock, whe 
the fog cleared away, and a fine day fucceede . 
which unfolded to the view a charming and fer- 
tile country, bounded by hills, whofe furamits 
were crowned with pagodas. 

I, this day, caught a tranfient view of the 
pra<ftical hufbandry of the country ; as the dif- 
ferent operations of digging, manuring, and 
ploughing were obfervable in fields on the 
river’s fide. But though the Chinefe farmers 
certainly produce as fine crops of grain as any I 
have ever feen in Europe, this circumflance 
Jnuft arife from the foie efforts of perfevering 
labou% as their agricultural utenfils appear to 
be of a ve^ clumfy form and inconvenient mc- 
dbaoifin. 

4 


In 
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In the courfe of this day we palled through a 1793. 
noble arch, and entered a very large town, 
whofe houfes, which are, many pf them, fd 
lofty as to reach to three tlories, arc covered 
with platter, and univerfally painted^ black. 

After a courfe of at leaft two miles through this 
fable city, wc patted beneath another arch of 
dimenfions equal to that through which we had 
entered it 

Ahothcr town, of the fame fize and appear- 
ance, foon fucceeded ; where, as a part of the 
houfes, on the tide of the river, projedted a 
fmall Ipace over it, the meiS who towed us 
could be of no fervice, and the junks were 
dragged forwards very tlowly by boats. 

The continual intertedtion of canals, with the 
fuccetlion of lakes and rivers, may be fuppofed 
to have perplexed a more keen obfervation than 
mine ; and, in the extraordinary fuccetfion of 
objedts, I may not have always been corredt. 
as to the exadl cliaradter of the water on which 
we failed : the rivers may have fometimes af- 
fumed the form of canals, and the canals have 
fometimes expanded into the appearance of 
rivers ; but if I /hould, at any time, have mif- 
taken the one for the other. Cither from inac- 
curacy of obfervation, or the hurry of the mo- 
ment when I wrote -thofe remarks from whence 
this volume is formed, fuch an accidental cir- 
. X 2 cumftance 
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1793. cumfiaricc will not operate as to the more par 
ticular and important information of it. 
fhall not, however, hefitate to conlider it as a 
very noble river, which brought us beneath the 
walls of the city of Chaunopaung, that were 
crowded with its inhabitants to fee us pafs : and 
as the ftream foon bore us from it, there was 
no opportunity to obferve whether it had any 
circutnflance of novelty worthy of record. 

Friday 8. At noon the junks came to an anchor in the 
country ; when his Excellency fent for feveral 
perfons of his fuite, to inform them of the re- 
gulations which would take place on their ar- 
rival at Hoang-tchew, that they might make 
the neceflary arrangements. They were as 
follovVs : 

, All the heavy baggage was intended to be 
forwarded from Iloang-tchcw to Chufan, in 
order »to be put on board the Ilindoflan, and 
• convoyed by fca to Canton. It was accordingly 
ordered, that no perfon Ihould retain any 
tiling but what might be neceflary for, prefent 
ufc, as the junks which would Ihortly receive 
us, were not fufficiently large to carry heavy 
cargoes.^ 

It was alfo fettled, that Lieutenant-colonel 
Benfon, Doctor Dinwiddie, and Mr. Alexan- 
der, were to accompany Captain Mackinfoth 
to Chufan : four fervants, and two mechanics, 

to 
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to take care of the ftorcs, were alfo to attend i79,t- 
upon thole gentlemen. The reft of the fuite 
were to accompany his Excellency, and I was , 
of that number. 

The country ftill continued to be as we havC.SatuiJav - 
for fome time deferibed it. As we proceeded, 
the country became more unequal, the pa- 
godas, which arc almoft always placed on 
■ heights, feemed to multiply ; and there were 
few of. them that did not reach to feven or eight 
llories. As for towns and villages there was a 
continual fucceffion of them ; and when they 
did not cover the banks of our river, they ap- 
peared at a dillancc, where we might fuppofe 
them to be refledled by Ibrnc other water. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon, the fleet 
was ordered to anchor in the open country, 
near the Ihore, when the mandarin, Van-. 
Tadge-fn, came round to each junk ; the • 
owners of which he ordered into his prefence, 
and, after a lliort examination, commanded 
every . one of them to be bambooed:- Ihdugh I 
could never learn the offence which produced 
this example of fummarj' jufticc. 

Thisanorning the air was extremely cold and Sun. 
piercing. We paffed fcveral plantations of 
tallow-trees, and arrived at Hoang-tchew in the 
afternoon, when tl^e whole fleet came to anchor < 
in a principal part of the city. 

. X 3 The 
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’793- The junks were now faflened together, an* 
Kovemberi orders were ilTued to forbid any perfon belong- 
ing to the fuite to go on fhore. Indeed, as it 
appeared, to prevent any attempt of that kind, 
a body of Chinefe foldlers pitched their tents in 
the flreet oppotitc the junks, and formed a little 
camp there, to do duty over the embaffy. 

In the fame flreet there were alfcf feveral 
eredtions like triumphal arches, where the man- 
darins ufed to come every day, to fit in Hate, 
and, as wc were informed, to confult on the 
afiairs of the city. 

MwJiy II. No circumflance of any moment happened 
from this time, till the Thurfday following, 
which was the day of our departure ; and the 
bufinefs of arranging and dividing the baggage, 
accort|ing to the orders ilTited for that purpofe, 
.did not allow' us much Icifure for obfervation, 
if any thing had occurred worthy of attention : 
but the truth is, nothing did occur, except the 
never-ceafing uproar of the inhabitants of the 
city, who were continually flocking to the 
junks to take a view of us. 

On Wednefday night tlie attendant mandarin 
pafled through all the junks, and r<;qucflecl 
t^t the different articles of the baggage fhould 
Inve the refpedtive names of Chufan, or Can- 
ton, written upbn them, according to tlieir re- 
fpedtive dellinatiou ; which was no foouer com- 
pleted, 



( 3 - ) 

pleted, than thofe configned to .the former place 1793. 
were font off by coolies to the depot appointed 
to receive them. 

The Ambaflador ordered ten dollars to be 
given to the owners of each junk, for their 
refpedlive crews. 

Lieutenant-colonel Benfon, Doctor Dinwid- 7 *’’“^' 

“y *4» 

die, Mr, Alexander, with the fervants and me- 
chanics already mentioned, let off this morning, 
to proceed with Captain Mackintolh, to join 
the Hindoftan at Chufan. 


R 4 
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C H A P. XIX. 

Ambajfador, zvllh his fu it e, proceed through the 
city of Hoiwg-tcbezv to the Green river, where 
they embark. — Formalities on the occafion. — Cir- 
cumftances of the voyage, — De/eription of the 
cotitiUy. — RefpeElpaid to the Anibajfador. — Leave 
the junks, and proceed by land. — Mode of con- 
veyance. — Embark in other junks. — fhe voyage 
cbntimied, 

^*7^ ^ X 'l IE • AmbafTador, after having received the 
Nnw-mher. favcwcll vi'it of tlic mandarin of Hoang-tclicw, 
day 14. let ofF, witli lus wholc rctinuc, ' for the Green 
river, \vherc t'ley were to embark in junks of a 
'Icfler burthen. I-Iis Excellency was carried in a 
palankin, and the n'-ft of the fuitc in a kind 
of fedan chair. The guards; commanded by 
Lieutenants Parifh and Crewe, preceded the 
. cavalcade. 

• On ijalling througli the city gates, the cm- 
ba ily was fainted with three guns. The diflancc 
between the two rivers emdd not be lefs than 
foven miles, the wholc of whieh was covci;ed by 
the city and fuburbs of Iloang-tchew.. The 
fircctb were lined, on cither 'fide, with Ipldiers, 

or 
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or it would have been impoflible td have palTod, * 793- 
from the prodigious crowds of people whom Noyciubc‘1'- 
ciiriofily had collected on the.occafion. 

TIic ilrccts of this city arc very narrow, but 
well paved ; and the houi'es," which arc two and 
three florics high^ being uniformly built of brick, 
have a very neat appearance. The warchoufes 
of the merchants exceed any I ever taw, botli 
for Iplondour and magnitude ; while the fnops 
arc fitted up, both within and without, ii\ a 
flyle of the greatefl; elegance. Their goods, 
whether inclol'ed in packages, or difplayed to 
view, were difpofed in the molt pleafing and at- 
tractive mode of arrangement. Hoang-tchew 
is a very magnificent, populous, and opulent, 
city, maintaining by its commerce the imrnenti; 
number of its inhabitants; and is the capital 
of a province b; which it gives a name. * 

At noon liis Excellency arrived at the Green ' 
river, on whole banks a very large body of 
troops, all armed with helmets, and accompa- 
nied with a large corps of artillery, were drawn 
up in regular order : the whole confifting, as it 
appeared, of fevcral thoufand men ; the, gran- 
deur of whofe appearance was enlivened by a 
great number of gaudy flandards and enfigns.- 
The artillery troops were drefled in blue, and 
had figpres of the ordnance embroidered on 
their cloaths by way’of diflin£lion. Tliey con- 
2 • lifted 
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J793‘ of fevcral companies^ which were fla- 

Kovmito. tioned in the center, and on the flanks of the 
lines. Their cannon were by much the largefl 
we ‘had feen in China: and as the Britifli ca- 
valcade pafled through two very elegant trium- 
phal arches, it was faluted by a difcharge of ar*- 
tillery. 

. The river being very lhallow towards the 
Ihorc, the junks lay at the diftance of fifty 
yards from it, and were ranged in a line clofe 
to each other. A platform was erc6led from the 
triumphal arch to the junk appointed to receive 
the Ambaflador, which confifted of a great 
number of carts faftened together, with fplit 
bamboos laid acrofs them. 

The multitudes of people aflcmblcd to fee 
the embarkation were fo great, that I fliould 
hazard credibility were I to exprefs ray opinion 
of them. Befidcs the crowds whicli were ’on 
font, great numbers were mounted on buffaloes, 
or drawn in carts by the fame animals, who 
were tame and docile as our oxen. Some 
of them had three or four perfons on their 
‘backs at the fame time, whom they bore with 
great eafe, and were fubmiflive to their riders. 
■The buffalo is very much nfed in this country 
in every kind of draught labour, and particu- 
lady in the occupations of hulbandry# 


On 
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On entering thefe junks, they were found, 1793. 
though of tinall dimenfions, to be fitted up 
with great neatnefs and peculiar accommo- 
dation. Affive o’clock in the afternoon the 
whole fleet was unmoored, and proceeded on 
its voyage. 

I went on board the ftore junk, where I lawFtiiiay ij. 
the mandarin, Van-Tadge-In, examining one • 
of- the people belonging to it, concerning fome 
mifdcmeanor he had committed. The poor 
culprit was ordered to be punifhed with a baf- 
tinado, and he accordingly received two dozen 
Crokes with a bamboo acrofs the thighs. 

The greater part of this day’s voyage was be- 
tween ranges of mountainous eounfry, offering 
a great variety of romantic and pifturefque 
Icenes. The intervening yallics were covered 
with the tallow and mulberry trees ; from the 
former of which the Chinefc make their candles, 
which arc of a I’uperior quality. This tree is 
here called the latchoo, and is remarkable for 
the beauty of its appearance : it is the fize of 
an apple tree, having fcarlet leaves edged with 
yellow, and blolToms of a pale purple.’ The' 
mulberrj^ tree is cultivated in China with great 
care, for the produce of filk, which is a prin- 
cipal article of Chinefe commerce. 

We this day paffed feveral fmali villages, and 
a walled a:ity, namecl Syountong : it is fitaated 

about 
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i-gj, about three quarters of a mile from the river, 
and near a large forefl that lhadcs the country 
about it. 

This part of the river, though very broad, is 
fcldom more than two or three feet in depth, 
and in no place more than four. The water 
has a gi'cen hue, and the bottom is gravel. The 
beach, however, is a mixture of fand and 
Hones. 

In llie evening of this day we were very 
much d<.'lig!ited with a view of the city of Zau- 
guoa in a date of magnificent illumination. 
The troops were alfo drawn up on the banks^ 
as we perceived l)y their lanterns; and from the 
number of them, as well as tlic brilliant ap- 
pcarailee of the jdacc, tlicrc was every reafon 
to coufuler it as in thcfirft rank of Chinefe 
cities. ■ The Ambafl’ador w'as fainted here as he 
had been by a great number of forts in the 
.courfe of the day. 

Saturday i6. Tlic wca liter was exceedingly cold, accom- 
panied with rain. 

We palled tevcral Hone pagodas of a greater 
•heighbthan any we had yet leen, feme of them 
reaching to nine llorics. The enviroqs of the 
river Hill continued to be mountainous and full 
of pidurcfquc beauty, heightened by the fancy 
and Angular genius of the inhabitants,* both as 
to cultivation and ornament. Largo planta- 
tions 



( 3^7 ) 

lions of the tallow and mulberry tree occa- 1J93. 
iioniilly appeared, to vary and enliven the luc- 
ceffion of delightful views which unfolded them- 
fclvcs as the ftream bore us along. 

Ti ie falutes of artillery were now become lb 
frequent, that they were tirefomc ; as the banks 
of the river are, in a great mcafurc, lined with 
forts, which expended their gun-powder in 
doing honour to the embafly. It may, indeed, 
be laid, with a llrid regard to truth, that in 
our long voyage through this kingdom, we had 
never proceeded a linglc mile without receiving 
the falute of fome fort or military cantonment: 
nor were thefe honours altogether confined to 
the tides of the river ; for this evening the fleet 
was an objedt of refpcdl from a body of troops 
at a confiderablc diftance, as we could judge 
from their illumination ; which had a very 
pleating effedl. * 

About three o’clock in the morning I wassuBaJyi* 
awakened by a very heavy difeharge of artil- 
lery; and inllantly quitting my bed, I per- 
ceived by tlie number of lanterns, that a very 
large body of men were drawn up on the 
Ihore ; but this was not all ; for a lighted torch' . 
was fixed to the carriage of every gun, and the 
bearer of tach Hand of colours was alfo dillin- 
guilhed by a flambeau, which gave new bril- 
liance and effedt to the military illumination. 

in 
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1793. In an early part of the afternoon the fleet an- 
chored oppofite to a fmall, but very pretty 
town, on the banks of the river; and, in 
a Ihort time, the conducing mandarin vilited 
the junks, to convey to the whole of the Ana- 
balTador’s train, according to their rank, pre- 
tents of perfumes, fans, imperial tea> and nan- 
keen. 

Marfay 18. We HOW fccmed to have quitted the moun- 
tainous country for an extentive plain, covered 
with plantations of the tallow and mulberry 
tree, intermixed with villages, and the orna- 
mented habitations of mandarins; tome of 
which v.'ere faced with a lead-coloured plafler 
bordered with white ; — an arrangemqnt of co- 
lours not uncommon in our own country, 
whether applied to the furniture of houfes, or 
the drefs of ladies. 

The provilions which wc now received, 
though by no means deficient in quantity, were 
far inferior in quality to thofe we received in 
the former part of our journey ; which wc were 
made to underfiand arofe from the nature of the 
country, rather than from any inattention to 
the comfort and convenience of the einbailj'. 
Indeed, there could he no rcafon to fuppofc 
that the Emperor had not even been anxious to 
render our departure from his kingdom as 
agreeable as relpetU an8 exterior honour could 

, make 
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make it. In lliort, from Tartary to Canton, it 17^3. • 
was a chain of falutes, which were fo frequent, 
as I have before obferved, that it might be com- 
pared almoft to a train of wild-fire laid from 
one end of the empire to the other.* 

I faw a group of water-mills, confifting of ten 
or twelve of them, all turned by a fmall cut 
from the river, which matle a circuit round a 
meadow where they were ere6ted : they bore.an 
exadt rcfemblance to our flour-mills in England, 
and appeared to be worked on the fame prin- 
ciple : they were now, however, become very 
common objects. Thofe, which I have now 
mentioned, were employed, as I underftood, in 
threfliing rice. Among the various circum- 
flances common to the country, we this day 
faw a pagoda that rofe to the height of eleven 
flories. 

The fleet anchored at night before the gates 
of the city of Tooatchou. 

The country in fome ^degree refumed its Xuefday 19. 
former appearance j the plains on each fide be- 
ing backed by a long range of mountains rifing 
in the horizon. 

The fleet anchored this morning before a 
very confidcrable village, to wait for the junks 
of Lord Macartney and Sir George Staunton, 
which bad fallen confiderably aflem. 


sSoon 
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1795 * Soon after dinner the whole fleet was mopred 
:^ven,bcr. oppofltc to a larj^c town, a ti^ot which oiTered 
“"I fuch a difplay of beautiful and contrafled ob- 
jedls, as I never remember to have feen. The 
river was, 6f courfe, the central objc(!:l of the 
picture : on one fide of it was a town with all its 
peculiar circumflances ; and before it a military 
encampment with alb its gay and gaudy decora- 
tions. On the other fldc was a range of lofty, 
perpendicular mountains. 

The reft of this day was paflTed in making 
preparations for proceeding a fliort way by 
land ; in order to embark in other junks. 

Thurf- an early hour the AmbatFador and his 

day 21. ^ ^ 

whole train difembarked, and proceeded in pa- 
lankins, fedans, and bamboo chairs, or on horfe- 
back, as tliey feverally chofe : for, in all our 
expeditions by land the mandarin, Van-Tadge- 
In, “always confultcu the fuite as to the mode of 
travelling they preferred, and never failed in 
accommodating them according to their relpcc* 
tive inclinations. 

The cavalcade proceeded but a ftiort way, 
before we entered a walled city of confidcrable 
extent, and with very large fuburbs, called 
Chanfoiyeng. It is fltuated in a valley formed 
by two large hills, and about a quarter* of a mile 
from the river. On the furamit of ope of thele 
eminences is a pagoda of a \ery 'ancient con- 

• lirudtion 
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flruftion, and flat at the, top, itiftead of being 1793. 
crowned with a turret, or rifing to a point, like 
thofe which every moment prefented thcmfclvcs ' 
to our view. On pafllng through the gates of 
this city, both as wc entered and pafled out of 
it, the Ambaflador was honoured, as ufual, with 
a difeharge of artillery. The ftreets were very 
narrow, and lined with Ihops, fitted up with 
that interior arrangement and difplay of com- 
modities, as well as exterior decoration, which 
diflinguiflicd to many of the towns which wc 
liad vifited. 

After pafling another walled city, and feven 
villages, which were alto fnrroundcd with walls, 
wc arrived about oneo’clock at the city of Sooep- 
ing, where dinner was already prepared. The 
remainder of our journey was along a good 
road, through a fertile country varied by hills ; 
till, after pafling, and furpriling by our appear- 
ance, a fuccefliOn of villages, wc amved at five 
o’clock at the city of Yoofaun, and were intro- 
duced to the houfe of a niandarin, oppofite to 
the wharf where the junks lay at anchor, in 
which we were to continue our voyage, TJic 
baggage of the embalTy had arrived before us,* 
and wi^ diflributed in the fevcral courts of the 
building. After being refreflied witl?tea, evfcry 
one was bufy in feeing their bag^ge properly 
flowedon board their relpedive junks ; .^d, in 
. • ’ Y the 
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tho evening, the Amb^flador and his whole re- 
' **®»*®^‘ tinue were fafely cnjbarked, and not only ready, 
.but anxious to proceed on their voyage. 

Fridiy The rain, was without intermiffion through 
the whpJo of this day, fo tliat the junks were 
prevwited from quitting their fitua’ion ; a cir- 
cnmflance that did nqt fail to exercife the pa- 
tience of the paflengers of every rank, who had 
not yet leaAied to prefer the accommodations, 
howler welTcontrived, on board a junk moored 
h> a wharf, to the comforts of an hpufe on the 
fhore. . ■ 
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C H A P. XX. 

The vv^age coutimed. — -Curious circumjances of the 
banks of the river. -^The embaJJ^ leaves jhe junks 
for vejjels of a larger fize. — Circuraftances of the 
voyage. — Appearance of thi country. — Pre/ents 
from ihe mandarin of Tyaung-Jhi-fenna.— -Brief 
account of tombs and fepiilchres.—Pafs the tond> of 
Saunt-y-tawn, and a clufter of three cities. — Ar^ 
rive at Chinga-foo. 

T'hE fleet had tailed in the night, and an- 1793, 
chored early in the morning before a la-ge city 
called Mammenoa. . ’ * 4 - 

The river now flowed between a range of* 
huge unconnected inafles of flone, which, as 
they did not appear to be rooted in the earth, 
cannot be called rocks or craggs, but had all 
the appearance of having been disjointed and 
thrown about by tome, flrange convulflon of na? 
ture. In the interftices between them there were 
veins of earth of diflerent appearances, but not 
in regular flrata ; fdme of thefe were of a deep 
brown or black colour, others were yefl^ow ; and 
they were Qccaflonally intermixed widi fand 
■ y a and 
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and gravel. In.fome parts I obfervcd people 
cutting the Hone into the fhape of, bricks, and 
in others, there were large heaps of them, which 
were of a deep red. Several of thefe huge 
ftones had been eixeavated with great labour, 
and formed a fort of dwelling, many of whofe 
inhabitants came forth to fee our fleet pafs along 
before them. , Some of the intervals between 
thefe Hones were of fufEcient extent to admit 
of gardens with their buildings and pagodas, 
which produced very pi£turefque, romantic, 
and delightful piAures. When the country, 
which is in the higheft flate of cultivation, waa 
let in through the open fpaces between thefe 
Hones, it produced a curious and pleafing per- 
fpcAive.* This very Angular and ftupendous 
feenery continued, for a length of feveral miles, 
with Kttle change, but what arofe from the 
'lefler or greater magnitude of the obje<frs, and 
the occafional decorations 'of art in buildings 
and ornamented gardens. 

In the afternoon the fleet anchored before the 
city of Hoa-quoo, where we were agreeably fur- 
prifed to receive orders fqr the .removal of the 
embafly into larger junks, in which we fliould 
And a very pleaflng change in our accommo- 
dations and comforts. Thefe junks were haul-r 
ed up alping-flde thofe which we then oocuiued, 

■ r ‘ 



■ ( 3*5 ) 

and, in a very Ihort time, the whole of the bag- *793. 
gage was fliifted into them. 

Here the grand mandatin of Hoa-quoo fent 
to each junk, except that which contained the > 
foldiers, two cafes of various fruits, and as many 
boxes of fwcet cakes and confedtionary. 

The rain which had continued almoft with- Monday 
out ccallng for the laft fwo days, abat^, and 
the weather became moderate.' The city of 
Quiol-lhce-fhcng, where the fleet anchored for 
fome time, has nothing remarkable but its wall, 
whicli is built of the red bricks tlut I men- 
tioned yefterday. 

The appearance of the country was as beau- 
tiful as cultivation could make, it ; with a few 
rocks of red flone occafionally breaking the 
level of it.. Near to fome of them there ap- 
peared to be quarries where the people were 
hewing the large ftoncs into fmallcr pieces, of 
the fame flze and flgurc of thofe already de- 
fcribed. 

The river had this day a more bufy appear- 
ance than it had yet atTumed, from the great 
number of rice mills which were at w'ork on 
this part of it. 

Tlie fog of this morning fo far obfeured the Tu:fj»y »6. 
country, as to render the diflant parts altogetlier 
imperceptible. At noon, however, ^he atmo- 
tphert became cl^r, and the eye ringed over a 
y 3 flat, 
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*79it flat, butj as ufualy fertile range of cduntry^ 
which, as far as I could diftinguilh, abounded 
in fields of rice t but the broadell and moft un> 

^ interruptedjevel never prefcnted a dull or unin-* 
terefiing profpedt in any part of China through 
which we had paiTed; as the feats of the inan>‘ 
darins and their gardens, with the farm*-houfc3 
embofomed in trees, and the long- line of thick-* 
ets that frequently forms the inclofurcs of fields, 
compofe a picture which, though it may not be 
altogether fuited to the canvafs, is very pleafing 
to the eye in its natural appearance. 

The provifions witli which the junks had been 
for fome time fupplied, were of fo bad a qua- 
lity, that jve frequently gave them to the poor 
people who conducted tlie veflcls. This day, 
however, brought us the hope of better fare, by- 
- an imjnovcraent in the quality of the various 
articles which were now, fent op board : but 
our table funk again, on the fuccceding day, to 
that date of mediocrity to which we had been 
habituated fince our departure from lloang- 
tchew. , 

w«anrf. The morning was very cold and hazy the 
^ tfiermomfeter funk to forty-fix de’grces. 

I law Icveral fields where the farmers were 
bufy in ploughing ; and in which branch of huf-* 
bandry they ufe buffaloes. We were furprifed 
al£b witlfa very unulual fights which w?**.? vil-. ' 
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ia^e b( ihtid iji^ or huts, where this a^jpear- i 
anee. of theih^roitanta was as wretched as their 
dwellings. This citcumllance 1 was not able 
to reconcile to the general induftry, of the in- 
habitants ; and, particularly, in that abundant 
,part of the Country^ inhere it appeared, to me at 
leaft, that induftiy could always find a com- 
fortable fupport; 

The fuitc this day received from the manda- 
rin a prefent of Caddies of tea to every perfbn 
who corapofed it. 

From the breadth of the riveT, the lirength of ThwC* 
the currenli and bbiticrous wind, the waves run ^ *** 
high, with a violent furf. Here the aftonilhing 
navigation of the river was varied by a fleet of 
fithing-boatsj confining of at leall an hundred 
fail ; ahd, during the whole of this day’s voy- 
age, we continually encountered little fquadrons 
of them. 

In the afternoon we paifed the city of 
Tyaung-thi-feniiau, which is not only one of 
the largeft places we had yet feen, but thcrtioft 
commodioutly fituated for contmerce, being near 
the conflux of fCveral rivers ; nor can I be’ ac-. 
cuted, with juftice, of the leaft exaggeration^ 

W'hen Iialfertj that there were' not Ids than a 
thoufand junks at anchor before it. 

• Almoft opp'ofite to this city, but fituated on 
another branch of^ the tiverj is a large^ town 

‘ Y 4 in 
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>}93* ^ elevated politionj 
fftTT mVrr , With a Wall, which IS Called TlS^feenga. ‘ Nor 
can I refill: making the obfervation, that, how- 
ever I might he amufed with the variety of 
prolpe^is, and noxelty of objeds which con- 
tinually folicited and rewarded my attention, I 
never felt an interval of aftonilhment at the 
villages, towns, and cities, with which, if I 
may ufe the expreffion, the banks of this river 
were thronged ; as well as the myriads of peo- 
ple that they poured forth as we paffed by, or 
anchored near them. 

The grand mandjirin of Tyaung-llii-fenna 
came on board the Ambaifador’s junk, with a 
numerous train of attendants, to vifit his Ex- 
cellency. This ceremonial was accompanied 
with prefents of filks, pieces of fine fcarlet cot- 
ton, (various coloured fiuffs, elegant fmelling 
bottles,' pieces of porcelain, and caddies of the 
finefi tea. 

19. A village, whole houfes are all built with a 
blue brick, and roofed with pantiles of the fame 
colour, was the only object in this day’s voyage 
that pofTeffed aily cirCumflancc of novelty. 
Hie cities, mandarins' palaces, and pagodas, 
did imt differ, as hr as we could judge, from 
thofe w'hicli the reader may think, perhaps. 
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banks of land wj^h continued for many miles, 1793. 
on each fide of the river. 

We pafled two brick kilns, with a finall vil* 
lage around them, built for the accommodation 
of the workmen employed in the manufaftory. 

We could form fame judgment of the trade of 
the place by the large quantity of bricks 
raifed in regular piles; both of thofe which 
were burned, and fuch as were ready for the 
kiln. This place is called Yu-was, which 
fignifies, as I was informed, a furnace for 
making bricks. 

A city, at the diftance of two miles from thesaturdayjo, 
river, furrounded with meadows and orchards, 
and a very pretty finall town, with feveral de- 
tached villages feattered about It, were the only 
objects which gratified our attention in the 
early part pf this day. As we proceeded,^ the 
profpcA was more delightful than the imagina- 
tion can conceive ; not merely from the beauty 
of the objc<fts, but their contrail to cath other. 

On one fide of the river a verdant plain of vaft 
extent, covered with herds of cattle and flocks 
of Iheep, ftretched oii to a range of lofty moun- 
tains that rofe boldly in the horizon ; while the. ‘ 
whole (jountry on the oppofitc fide of the river 
wai lhaded with fotefts, in whofe openings we 
could diftinguilh the humble cottage of the 
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*793* pea&nt, and the painted pdace of the liian- 
MoKmbcr. danti._ 

Cities and towns, as 'ufual, •continually ap- ' 
peared on cadi bank of the river ; and having 
paiTed a fmall lake, wc came to a village fur- 
tounded with trees> and didinguifhcd by the 
tuins of a pagoda. The part that remained 
confided of three ftorics, and that which had 
fallen^ lay in fragments about it. 

The river, which was very unequal in its 
fize, as Well as depth, now expanded into great 
breadth ; and as the wind blew frefh, the cur- 
rent fvvelled into what might almollbe called a 
rough fea. The waves were fo. violent, that 
the junk in which I failed, was in great danger 
of being overieti 

Dtcembir. ' The theHnometer was funk fo low as forty 
Sunday i. fields' wcrc covcrcd with froft^ 

The* country was, for fomc time, bounded on 
cither fide by beautiful mountains, which funk 
at. length into one unvarying level i wlrcrc fields 
of rice, and flotirifhing orchards, were thofe 
branches of cultivation which we could beft’ 
dillinguilh. 

► 1 mentioned, on a former occafiony that there 

were no public cemeteries, or places o]^ burial,' 
but in the vicinity of large tovVns and cillies }_ 
and that, at a di fiance from them, the fpof 
wherg a'perfon dies always affords him a grave.r 

. Hence 
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[enc6 it is that the whole country may he con- *793* 
dercd as a place ol* burial ; and we could never Dec«Sw« 
am our eyes on either bank of the river, but 
)me trophy of death appeared, of rude con- 
truilion, or more elegant form, according to 
he rank and opuience of the vidim. Nay, it 
s not uncommon among the Chinele, to erefty 
during their lives, thole fad repofitories which 
are to contain their remains, when they are no 
longer numbered among the living; A greater 
number than ufual of thefe folemn objects, and 
of more diftinguilhed form than are generally 
fecn, attraded our attention in this part of out 
Voyage, and fuggefted the preceding obferta- 
tions. , . 

The town of Taung-fong-au, by which wC 
now failed, has nothing to diftinguilh it from 
thofe which every hour prefcnts to us, but the 
plcafing circumftance, that is not common to 
all of them, of its being furrounded with mea- 
dows, ^rovcs< and gardens. 

The town of Saunt-y-tawll, containing feve- 
ral elegant pagodas, which were feen above the 
groves that furrounded it, was a very pleating 
and pidlutetque objfedt. A fucccllion of timber 
yards covered the banks of the rivet, and a 
large quantity of timber was foaking in the 
Water before them, which I underfldod tabe id 
a date o£ preparation for building junl^ ^ a 
• prin- 
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f79)r principal buiinefs of* the place. It muft, in- 
BMHite. (ieed> be a principal burincfs of the country at 
large; for when the internal commerce ot 
China is confidered, and that almod: the whole 
. of it is carried on in thefe veff?ls, on the nume- 
rous rivers and canals which every where inter- 
fe^t, and form a communication through, the 
greateft part of this extenfivc kingdom ; the 
• quantity of timber ufed, and the number of ar- 
tificers employed, in the conftrudlion of them, 
mull render any attempt at calculation an idle 
prefumption in a ijerfon under fuch confined 
circurallances als myfelf, 

The quantity of gunpowder expended in 
•paying military refpeft to the diplomatic fleet, 
has, I fear, been alfeady repeated ; but I can- 
not omit that the Atnbaflador received, this day, 
more than ufual honour from the artillery of 
May-taungo, a very confidcrable'fortrcfs on the 
bank of the river. 

On the other fide of the water is a very 
llately pagoda, built on an elevated fpot, with 
a fmall village feattered about it. It may be 
fuppofed to belong to the mandarin; whofe 
country refidence is at a fmall dillance from it. 
Art and nature have equally coipbined to 
form the feenery of this charming place ; but- 
the moll dilHnguilhing circumftance of it is its 
contiguity to a duller of three cities, •which are 

not 
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not feparated by the interval of a quarter of ,a 
inilc from each other. Their names are. Loo 
Dichean, Morririn Dow, and Chic-a-foo. The 
latter is built on a large fandbank in the middle 
of the river, but they are, all of them, more re- 
markable for their tituation than their extent ; 
or, as it appeared, . their commercial importance. 
Of baick- kilns, indeed, there were plenty about 
them ; and at a fmall ditlancc I few vaft co- 
lumns of fmoke, which rote, as I was informed, 
from the furnace of a porcelain manufa<5tory. 

In the evening we arrived at the city of 
Chinga-foo, where^ fi-om the crowd of people, 
the buftle made by the attendants of the man- 
darin, with the difeharge of artillery, and the 
tiring of rockets, fuch a tcene of noife and con- 
fufion took place, as would have alarmed the 
whole Britifli embafly on its firft arrival in this 
country. 

Several temporary buildings were ereclal on 
purpofc, as it appeared, to difplay a complimen- 
tary illumination of great magnificence, which 
was formed by a profution of lamps, candles, 
and flambeaux. 

Aprefent of fruit and confedionary concluded 
the attentions which were received during our 
anchorage before this city. 
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C II A P. xxr. 

Tke voyage continued ; various circumjiances of it.^ 
• Pafs the ruins of an ancient building. — Peculiar 
ifiodes of ffiing in Chinn. — Extraordinary cujlom 
of employing birds in catching fifi. — Pafs fever al 
cities, towns, i^c. — Arrive at Too-jcnn-aii ; its 
beautiful Jituation. — The junks anchor before 
Kaung-jou-j'oo. — The reception of the Ambafjador, 

T HOUGH this country abounds in a fuc> 
ccflion of nevcr-ceafing variety to the traveller, 
it will not, I fear, poflefs that pleating appear* 
apce in the opinion of the reader ; as it is im- 
poflible to convey, by word^, tbat cliverfifying 
character to the page of a printed hook, which 
is ften in every leaf of the volume of nature. 

, The flighteft bend of the river prefents a new. 
profped, or a new view of what has been al- 
ready fecn. Every city differs from the laft ; 
nO' two villages have the fame form; and a 
multiplicity of circuroftances occur, 'which oc- 
cafion decided differences in thejandfeape 
figure of fimilar objc6ts, that are ificommunU 
; caUlp by any art of verbal dqfcriptioh. , Thus, 

I fear, 
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I fear, it will prove, that, while tlfe writer is *793* 
receiving pleafure from the variety of objedts December* 
that occur to his memory, he is preparing duU- 
nefs for the reader by an enumeration of th^m. 

The weather continued to be cold.-^The ri- 
ver, for feveral miles, was flanked on each fide 
by a range of hills; but the open country again 
appeared with its ufual accompaniments of vil- 
lages, towns, and cities. Thefe, however, were 
now relieved by the contrafted appearance of a 
magnificent wood, or foreft, that Ipread over a - 
great extent of country. 

The feafon of the year was notv unfavour- 
able, for rural prolpedts, but ftill the country, 
almoft every hour, prefented fccnes that would 
appear on the canvafs with great advantage, if 
reprefented there by the pencil of a maftcr. 
Though the frequency of pagodas may, fome- 
times, produce too much uniformity in the prof- 
pedts of China, there are certain fituations 
which receive a very great addition, taken, in a 
pidlurcfque view, from that Jdnd of building. 

The city of Fie-cho-jennau was fo obfeured 
by the plantations of trees about it, that we could 
not altogether judge of its extent ; though we' 
had now been long enough in China to have 
other crite^ons, by which we could determine 
on the fize or commerce of any place, bsifidcs 
a perfonaliexanunatipn of it. The number ’of 
I • , junka 
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»?93* jooks whicbwcre anchored near it told the ge- 
ncral date of its trade, while the crowd of fpec- 
tators who came to gaze at us, or the number 
of foldiers who were drawn up to falutc os, 
ifere fufficient indications of its extent and po- 
pulation. Of Fic-cho-jennau we had no other 
means to form an opinion, but they were fuf- 
dcient to fatisfy us that it was in the iirlt clafs 
of Chinefc cities, 

TueK^ j. Wcj this morning, patfed by the ruins of an 
' ancient building ; but to what purpofe it had 
been originally applied, whether as a temple, 
creeled by fome great mandarin for his private 
vvorfhip, or a banqueting houfc for his private 
pleafurc, I thall not pretend to determine ; 
though the opinion of thofc I could confult was 
in favour of the former fuggeflion. It had 
onpe been a conlidcrable edifice, and the apart- 
ments that ftill remained were ornamented with 
flicll-work. The dilapidated part of the build- 
ing formed a large heap of ftones and rubbifh. 
It was called by the people on board the junks, 
Wha-zaun. 

It is altogether unneceffary when we enter 
' upoit any hilly or mountainous country, to men- 
tion the addition of pagodas, which efiever fail 
to accompany it ; as that command of protpedt 
whicl^ is pofiefTed by elevated fituation, forms 
the'delight of thefe buildings, while the height 

. ' of 
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of them marks the digrfity of wealth of thole to 
whom they belong. 

Situation is an obje6t of univerfal attention 
among the Chinefe in creating their places of 
relidence, or of pleafure. Nor do I recolleft 
feeing any h'oufe, or palace of a mandarin, 
which was not in the heart of a city, that had 
not been erected with a palpable view to the lo- 
cal circuinftanccs about it. Sometimes they 
are feen in vallies, on the declivities of hills, 
and llic banks of rivers ; while their gardens 
never fail to have fomething of a romantic 
charadter given to them by artificial rocks, or 
ruins, and the introdudtion of grotefque forms 
of art or nature. 

In the afternoon \vc faw a great number of 
fiflicrraen, who had changed their nets for 
rods and lines, and were bulily employed in 
their necelfary bulinefs. The modes of catch- 
ing fifli in the lakes, rivers, and canals of Chi- 
na, .are various, and fdme of them peculiar to 
that country. 

In the takes and large rivers they frequently 
life the kind of baited lines wrhich arc employed 
on board fhips to catch fifh in the lea. In other ’ 
parts they ule nets of the fame kind, and in 
the fame manner, as the fifhermen in Europe. 
In fome places they eredt fall bamboo flalks in 
the water, to fupport a curtain of ftrong- gauze, 
Z which 
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«;^tend wrofs certain channels of 
the rivers ; and, where it is pradicable, acrofs 
, the rivers theinfelves : this contrivance efFe^lu- 
a.% intercepts the pair^ige of the filh, which, 
from the hails thrown in or attached to the 
gau^, are brought there in ihoals ; great num- 
bers of boats then retort to thctc places, and 
thcfi&crmcn are ieeii to employ their nets with 
great fuccefs. 

It appeared, however, that the rights of filTv 
ery are as llrcnuoufly exerted in China, as in 
our own country : for we are informed, that 
none of thefc arts to get fifli were employed but 
for the mandarin who potTefTed the thores of 
the river, or by thofe who paid a rent for the 
privilege. 

The fifli caught in the rivers which we have 
navigated, conii ft chiefly of a kind of whiting, 
and very fine trout, of an excellent quality; and 
they ar? in fuch abundance, that though tlie 
fiflicrmeh are fiMiumcrou.s, and the demand fo 
great from the junks, the former gain a very 
good.liy<flihood, and the latter are well fupplied 
with a.fpodj 'vyhich flie crews of them are laid 
‘ to prefer. 

But th(5 moflf extraordinary mode of fifliing 
in this county, and which, I believe, is peculiar 
to it,, is by birds trained for that purpofe. Nor 
are liavvks, when employed in the air, or hpunds, 

^ _ wbcq 
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when following a fcent on the earth, more fa- *79?. 
gacious in the puriint of their prey,- or more cer- 
tain in obtaining it, than thcfe birds in another 
element. They are called Looau, and are to be 
found, as I am informed, in.no other country than 
that in which we faw them. They are about the 
tize ofagoofe, with grey plumage, webbed feet, 
and have a long and very flender bill, that is 
crooked at the point. This extraordinary aqua- 
tic fowl, when in its wild fiate, has nothing 
uncommon in its appearance, nor does it differ 
from other birds whom nature has appointed to 
live on the water. It makes its nett among the 
reeds of the fhore, or in the hollows of crags, or 
where an illand offers its fheltcr and protedlion. 

Its faculty of diving, or remaining under water, 
is not more extraordinary than many other fowls 
that prey upon fifh : but the moft wonderful 
circumftance, and I feel as if I were almoft 
rifquing ray credibility while I relate it, is the ‘ 
docility of thefe birds in employing their natu- 
ral inltini'tivc powers, at the command of the 
filhermcn who polTcfs them, in the fame man- 
ner as the hound,’ the fpanicl, or the pointer, 
fubmit their refpe 6 tive fagacity to the huntfman, 
or the gunner. 

The number of thefe birds in a boat are prov 
portioned, to the fize of it. At a certain iignal 
they rufh into the waWr, and dive after the fifh; 

Z 2 and 
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17 ^ 3 - moment tlicy have fcized the prey, they 

fly with it to their boat ; and Ihould there b 
an hundred of ihcle vclicls in the fleet, the'- 
fagacibus birds alwfiys return to their, own ma - 
ters, and, amldtl the throng of fithing jun' . 
whicli are Ibinclimes aflcndiled on thefe occa- 
flons, they never fail to ditlinguith that to which 
they belong. - When the fith are in great plenty, 
thefe aitonifliing and iudutlrious purveyors 
will toon fill a boat with them ; and will fomc- 
times be teen flying along with a fifh of fuch 
fizc, as to make the beholder, who is unaceuf- 
tomed to thele fights, fufpebt his organs of vi- 
lion ; nay, it has been fo repeatedly aflerted to 
me as to prevent any doubt of the information, 
that, from their extraordinary docility and faga- 
city, when one of tlieni happens to have taken 
a fith which is too bulky for the management 
of a Angle fowl, the reft will immediately af- 
ford their afiifta nee. But while they are thus 
labouring for their inaAers, they are prevented 
from paying any attention to themfelves, by a 
ring whieh is palfed round tlicir necks ; and is 
fo.cQptrivcd as to fruftrate any attempt to fwaU 
low the leaA morlH of what they take. 

We alfo law another filhing party, which, 
though it had more of ridicule than curioflty in 
it, 1 cAnnot forbear to deferibe. It conflfted of 
at Icall thirty fiihennen feated like' fo m .y 

• ta ' - 
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taylors on a wide board, fupportcd by props in 1793, 
die river,’ where they were anglir.g. There was 
another groupc qf thcl'e people near the fliore, 
who had embanked a part of the river with 
(iind, wliere, by raking the bottom with a kind 
of fhovcl, tlicy caught large quantities of Ihriinps 
and other the 11 fi lb. 

At an early hour in the afternoon we arrived 
before the city of Vang-on-chean, where the 
junks anchored for two hours, and tlve Ambaf- 
Ihdor received a vilit from the grand mandarin.. 

This jjlace is of cqnlidcrable extent, and covers 
the whole flat that lies between the river and a 
range of high mountains. 

The river was for tome diltance enlivened by wdnci- 
a fucceliion of villages on each tide of it. We ' ^ 
tiien pafled fevtral confidcrable towns, whic h 
were fucceeded by a double range of tleep and 
craggy hills, with groves and thickets hanging 
dowh them ; and wherever there was any flat 
or leyel fpot, whether it was towards the bottom 
of thete cliffs, or midway, or on their liimmits, 
an houfe was erCc^ted, which formed the niotl 
delightful and romantic Icenery that can be 
conceived. ' . 

I hav§ already obferved, that, in this part of 
Our travels through China, the villages were 
’ liot only populous, but in general of a pleafing 
appearance, and that a clufler of qottages, whofe 
' Z 3 exterior 
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exterior form betrayed internal svretebednefs, is 
by no means a common objedt. T1 h morning, 
however, prefented us with one of them, where 
the habitations were, in a great raeafUre, formed 
of logs of wood } but the eye had not Icifurc to 
give them more than a glance of commiferation, 
fo very alluring were the charms of the fur- 
rounding country ; w'herc, not only the refi- 
dences of perfons ofdiflindtion, but the village 
and the farm houfe, are placed in the moft ro- 
mantic iitua^ons, and individually difplay the 
moft pleafing pidtures, or together, coropofc the 
magnificence of landfcape. 

The weather was become moderate and pica- 
fant ; but the river was fo llmaly in foroe places, 
and had.iuch a rocky bottom in others, that it 
was, confidered as dangerous tp proceed after 
fun-fet. 

The pencil of a mafter might here commu- 
nicate fomc general idea of the peculiar beau- 
ties of the country through, which we palTcd, 
and the continual variation of it ; but it is not 
in the power of language to convey apy coiredb 
image even of the individual objedls, much lefs 
of the* pidture formed by the combination of 
them. When I mention that I have feen forefts 

in 

and gardens, mountains and vallies, the palace 
and thf! cottage, the city and the village, tho 
pagoda and the mill, , with a variety of fiihordi- 
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nale, but heightening circumflahees, in one 
view, I certainly inform my readers of the con- Dectmber., 
■ftituent parts of the protpc6t ; but to give fhetft 
the Icaft notion of their actual arrangenseritand 
relative lituafion, of their proportions arid con- 
traft, of their general dillance from the eye, and 
comparative ditiauce from each other, is be- 
yond any exertion of verbal defeription. 

At a large town, called Yoo-jenn-au, w^iich 
is fituated at the foot of a veiy high mountain, 
the river whereon \vc had failed fo long com- 
municates with another equally capacious with 
itfelf. The fituation of this place may be in 
fome meafure conceived, when we confidcr its 
petition at the influx of two large rivers, both 
pouring their ftreams from mountainous and 
rocky chafms, whotc declivities are enriched 
with woods of various trees, and adorned, ^yhe^e 
they are capable of receiving ornament from the 
hancf of art, with airy buildings and banging 
gardens. 

Mycuriofitylcd me to examine feveral houtes 
which were building at this place, when I ob- 
served that the fcaftblding before them was con- 
ftrufted according to the prindples which the 
builderp and bricklayers of our own, country 
employ in flmilar ereftionsi 

We paflfed an ifland that divided the' river 
into two equal channels, and which fomemtan- 
Z4 darih 



( 344 y 

1793. darln had made the place of occational retlre- 
ment. It contained an ^elegant houfe, with 
groves and gardens, and formed a charming, 
contrafi: to the Ihores of rock and fand, on either 
fide of the water that'furrounded it. 

It will be fuSicient to add, that the country 
never appeared in a more beautiful or romantic, 
dreis, by day, fince we entered it; and the city 
of Kkung-joo-foo prefented the moft brilliant 
illumination we had teen by tiight. 

A,prefent.of fruit, cakes, and confetElionary, 
concluded the many complimentary attentions 
which the embally received at this place. 
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CHAP. XXIL 

'‘he voyage continued. — Thloe manner in which the 
Chinefe water their fields. — Sepulchres. — Change 
in the appearance of the country. — Leave the 
river at the city of Naung-aum-foo to travel over 
land.—Circumfiancesof the journey. — Arrive at 
the city of Naung-chin-oa. — Some account of it . — 

7 he Ambajfador re-embarks to continue the voyage 
icnm another river. 

In this part of tlie river wc faw a great num- 1^93. 
bar of the machines at work with which the „ . 

Chinefe water their grounds. They confift of 
a wheel made of bamboo, which is turnqfl by 
the liream, and throws the water into large re- 
fervoirs, from whence it is let off by Iluiccs into 
channels that interfedt the fields. 

The pretty village of Shaiboo, fituated on 
an high bank of the river, is the only objeft 
that recalls the eye from wandering over tlie 
general beauty oY the country; till, at the.turn 
of the ffream, the attention is folicited by the 
pagoda* of Tau-ay, an ancient and very lofty 
building, whofe upper ftory being fallen, ^ves 
it a more pi^lurcfque appcaraiKe, a^d is, on 

that 
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that account, emblematical of the little ccmc- 
*,cember. tcry bcticath it, which contains feveral fepul- 
chres and other memorials of the dead. But 
whether this fpot fo appropriated belongs to 
any city or town, which we could not perceive, 
or is the burying place of any particular family 
of di^iiu(^lion, I could not learn. Though the 
ground at the foot of this pagoda is alligned to 
the dead, the upper part of the building is fo 
Btuated as to delight the living by the view it 
affords of the furrounding country, and the 
windings of the river, for a very confiderable 
diflance. 

I cannot omit mentioning the town of 
Whaag-tii^-taui^ not merely beCaufe its ch- 
vicocs are divided between vtOodi and rice 
fields, bttt, as it is the only place of any im- 
portapCfc which wc hare &en in our voyage of 
, this day. Villages were, asufual, infrequent 
fucceffion ; and among many of them which 
wore the appearance of induftry an^ comlbrf, 
we were difliitisfied with a collcftion of huts, 
that did not appear to be capable of preferViug 
tbmr inhabitonte from the inclemency of winfc!', 
or the heat of fommer. 

Saturday 7«. This was the moft extraordinary day.vrtiicfr 
we bad yet known in China, as- we neither faW 
dty, towjii, or village, in the eourlfe of it. A 
few fann boufes, with their orchards, were ifhe 

. only 
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only habitations that we law in the extent of 179}. 
beautiful country through which we palled; nw 
could I, by any inquiries in my power to make, 
difeover whether it arofe from accidetit, or any 
local ctreumftance, tliat the banks of the rh^r, 
which had fo long teemed with cities, tpwns, 
and villages, with palaces and pagodas, Ihould 
at once become lb barren of them. 

But though we were, for fome time, depmed. 
of the wonders of population, a very lingular 
and. curious obje<ft accompanied a confideraiblo 
part of this day’s voyage^ to continue, in fome 
de^ee, the exercife of our allonifhment. 

It was a very lofty, perpendicular, natural 
mound of red earth, that embanked one. lide 
of the river, whofc naked furface was marked 
in a very extraordinary manner by horizontak 
veins or llripes of Hone;, in a dirc^ion a% per- 
jfedlly redilinear,, as. if they had been made 
with the line or the rule; and which continued 
without any apparent, deviation, from this won-, 
derfiil regularity, during a courfe of feveral 
miles. 

. The river was no.w become fo lhallow, that 
if was neceffary to change foveral of the large 
junks i^liich as would draw lefa water, a cic.^ 
cumftance which occafioned fome delay and 
it waS:nQt rill' eight o’clock that we palfod' .riie 
only inhabited place of this, day’s voyage^ and 
, which 
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1793 - which might now have efcapcd our notice, if 
the foldiers of the cantonment had not exhibited 
their paper lanterns, and difcharged a few vol-- 
, lies of refpeft towards us. 
fiunday 8. Thc wcathcr has, . for fome time, been tem- 
perate, and plcafant; the country affo has gra- 
dually loft its fertile appearance, and is now 
become mountainous and barren ; fomc of the 
mountains, indeed, are covered with wood, 
but the furface of the earth has here loft all 
that richnefe which had fo long cloathed it. 
The population of thc country may be fup- 
poted to have fuffered a propo?;tionate diminu- 
tion ; but the villages, though they are more 
thinly fcattcred than they have hitherto been, 
become more pidurefque objedls both from their 
form and lituation. 

TI>5 high grounds near the river, in- many 
places, lofe their abrupt and rugged appearance 
beneath the verdure of dwarf-trees of various 
kinds, among which the camphire tree is faid to 
predominate. 

But though the profpedt was now become a 

mere fucceffion of rude mountain and barren 
* * ; ' « 
valley, it was fometimes- enlivened by a pagoda 

in thediftance, while the village ftill corttinued 

to animate the banks of the river. 

We now obferved fcveral fepulchres or fu- 
neral monuments that had been eredted in va-. 

. rious 
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rious parts ot ttie mountains, with excavations 1793. 
in the rocks beneath them to receive the dead. 

That an amiable fuperftition might with to 
conlign the remains of the parent or the child, 
the friend or the relation, to fuch a fepulchral 
retreat, clevatdd as it were above the world, 
and, as it might be thought by the Pagan my- 
thologj^, nearer to that heaven, where their 
Ipirits were deftined to wing, or had already- 
taken their flight, is not inconliflent with the 
beft feelings of nature and religion. But fome 
pf thefe places facred to the dead appeared to us, 
at Icafl, to be in fuch lituations, as to render 
the attempt to gain accefs to them, a circum- 
liance of no fmall hazard to the living. 

About fun-fet we pafled a large town called 
Syn-cham-au, which is lituated on a fmall plain 
between the river and fome l)igh mouxtains 
covered with wood , nor is this romantic ap- 
pearance leffencd by a large pyramidical rock, 
with n very lofty pagoda that crowns its fum- 
niit. 

Two confiderablc towns and feveral villages, Monday 9. 
with their junks, were the principal obJe<^s of ^ 
this day’s voyage ; till we arrived iri the even- 
ing at the city of Naung-aum-foo. As the, 
embafly was to make a journey 'of one day over 
land from this place, preparations were made 
• ’ . . afccord- 
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aecordingty under the ufual <lfitedtions of the 
attendant mandarin. 

ludSayio. jjjg Ambaflador ordered four dollars to bfr 
gi^'efl to the crews of the rclpe^tive junks; and, 
after an hafty breakfaft, the fuite followed the, 
baggage wluch had been previoufly fent on 
Ihore. 

The landing-place was adorned with a grand 
triumphal arch, decorated with lilk and ftrea- 
mers of various colours. Here I was prefented 
with a ticket, the meaning of which I did not 
comprehend. I then proceeded along a kind 
of platform, covered with fine matting; its roof 
and railing were ornamented with ribands and 
filk, in the fame manner as the triumphal arch, 
and a range of lamps were fufpended in a very 
elegant form on each fide of it. 

This platform led to a circular court, fur- 
rounded by a Icreen of filk, which contained, 
as well as I could calculate from the view of 
them, between two and three hundred horfes, 
attended by their owners ; aiid from which 
every perlbii in the AmbaflTador’s retinue was 
.at liberty to chufc a beaft for the journey of 
the day ; as from the badhefs of the roads, and 
the length of the way, it was orderedt thit the 
whole fuite, except the Ambaflador, Sir George 
Staunton,' and Mr. Plumb, fliould proceed bn 
horfeback. J accordingly chbfe an horfe, for 

'which 
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which I was obliged to deliver the ticket already 
mentioned. It was a very wild and mettlefome 
Heed, which, on my hrd mounting him, was 
fo redive and unmanageable, that I wiihed to 
make’ an exchange ; but 1 had delivered my 
ticket, and was obliged to abide by my choice, 
fuch as it was. . 

When all the arrangements were fettled, the 
horfes fcledted, and the whole fuite transformed 
into a body of cavalry, his Excellency, with Sir 
George Staunton, and Mr. Plumb, came from 
the, junk to their palankins, and the cavalcade 
commenced, attended by a conlidcrable body 
of Chinefe foldiers. 

Nauug-aum-foo is a walled city of conlidcr- 
able extent, built on a riling ground above the 
river, and is commanded, both behind, and oil 
tlie oppoiite lide of the water, by lofty hills ; 
On one of which is feen a folitary pagoda. Its 
fuburbs are large, and, from the number of 
fmatl junks, fuited to the lhallownefs of the 
ftream-that walhes its banks, it may be elleenicd 
a place of fome commercial cbarai^tcr. 

In about half an hour -we got clear of 
•the city, when every exterior objcA was loft in 
attending to the peculiarities of our own ap- 
pearance, Such a troop of equeftrians are not 
often feen in China, or any other part .of the 
world. The gentlemen of tb?, fuite, with the 

mechanics. 
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*793* mechanics, foldicrs, and fervants, were all on 
necemstr, ' hotfeback ; many of whom were but indifferent 
riders, and fome of them now found them- 
felves obliged to ride for the firft time. The 
horfes themfclves, 6ti fetting out, were alfo 
very frolickforrie and ungovernable ; fo that the 
ridicule that attached itfelf to our general ap- 
pearance, and the dj\Trlion which fucceflivcly 
occurred from the cries of alarm, the awkward- 
ncls of attitude, and the various other circum- 
fiances, which the reader, without having been 
in China, may very readily conceive, ferved to 
atnule tiie tedioufnefs of travelling through a 
mountainous and unproductive country. 

At noon \vc came to tlie foot of a mountain, 
which was fo ftaep as to make it ncceffary for 
tjs to difmount, and Icad.our horfes over it ; it 
WP6 an ak'cnt of two miles, which employed an 
liour ill climbing. We paffed feveral villages, 
and dined at the town of Lee-cou-au, where a 
confiderable body of foldiers, in armour, lined 
the road as vyc paffed ; and both on entering, 
as well as quitting the lines, the Ambaffador 
was fainted with the difehar^e of three pieces of 
artillery* This military parade, with the variety ‘ 
of colours, which never failed to accorppany the 
Icafi appearance of foldiery, had a very pretty 
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The women, in this part of our journey, 1793. 
Were cither educated with lefs referve, or allowed 
a greater lhare of liberty, than in the country 
through which we had lately paffed, as wc fre- 
quently faw them indulging their fcuriolity in ob- 
fciwing fuch a new and extraordinary light as 
wc mull: have exhibited. 

I have already mentioned, that We had for 
fomc time exchanged a fertile for an unpro- 
fitable foil ; and all tlie fplendor of cultivation 
for the barren mountain. Tile eye was, how- 
ever, fometimes relieved by large patches of 
caihphire, and other medicinal trees ; as I was 
informed by tliofc who, I prefume, w'crc qua- 
lified to inllruit me. 

The fun had fet when we arrived at the 
gates of the city of Naung-chin-oa. It ftands 
in a plain, furrounded on three fides by moun- 
tains ; on the fourth and to the fouth, flows 
the river on which we were to continue our 
voyage. It is a place of fome extent and con- 
fiderable commerce. The ftreets, like thofe of 
almoft all the towns wc have feen in China, are 
Very narrow, but they have the advantage of 
being well paved, and equally maintained in 
the material article of cleanlinefs. The hopfes 
are chiefly of wood, and their general height 
is two flories. Though elegance, interior or 
exterior, is not the peculiar charader of this 
A a: place, 
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*793' place, ibme of the fliops were gilt and varnifhcd 
in a manner that might bring them \=/ithin that 
denomination. At every door in the ftreets, 
after funofet, a large paper lamp is hung up, 
and forms a very pretty illumination. Thcfc 
lamps difplay the name of the perfon who lives 
in the houle, his trade, and the articles in 
which he traffics. The palaces of the manda> 
rins are alfo ornamented with lamps, accord- 
ing to the dimenlions of the building, or the 
rank of their inhabitants. 

^^e ftreets were lined with foldiers to reprefs 
the enriofity of the people, which would, 
otherwife, have impeded our paflagc ; and it 
was near feven o’clock when we arrived at the 
palace of the grand mandarin of the city. , It 
IS a very noble refidenee, compofed of various 
courts, and feveral ranges of apartments. In 
fpacious open galleries, on each hde of the 
firft court, taUcs were plentifully fpread with 
tea, meats of various kinds, and fruits, for 
the refrelhmcnt o£ the inferior orders of the 
fuite ; while other galleries, that opened on the 
' mterior courts, were magnifieelitly illuminated, 
and prepared fer the hi^r department of it. 
In Ihort, throughout the palace there was 
Inch a profufion of lamps and other lights, as, 
n my unexaggerated opinion, would ferve tire 
. pdace of an European fovereign for a month. 

‘ . 'But 
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But without this obfervation, which I believe 1793. 
to be founded in faft, it mull have already ap- 
peared, in the courfe of this Narrative, that il- 
lumination is a very principal feature of Chinefe 
magnificence. 

The Ambafiador and Sir George Staunton 
preferred going to the junks inftead of palling 
a night in the palace ; and, accordingly, after 
having taken the refrelhment prepared on their 
arrival, they repaired to them. The reft of the 
cmbafly remained on Ihore, and apartments 
were afligned them for their rcpofe. 

The baggage which was brought all the way 
from Naung-aum-foo on men’s Ihoulders, ar- 
rived by degrees ; but the whole of it had not 
reached its dcftination till nine o’clock ; when , 
all the mandarin’s principal fcrvants afiifte4 in 
^epofiting it in along gallery, where it was ar- 
ranged with the utmoft regularity ; each pack- 
age having a ticket palled on it, correlponding 
with the junk to which it was to be removed on 
the following day. 
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CHAP. XXIll. 

fuite embarks on board the junks ; the voyage 
renewed ; circumjiances of it.—~J curious pagoda^ 
—Defcription of fepulchres^ — Vaji rafts of timber * 
•—Embark in larger junks. — Eafs fame curious 
mountains ; a defcription of them. — Extraordinary 
illumination. 


1793. At an early hour of the morning the hag- 
gage was put on board the junks, with a regu- 
difpatch, that cannot well be 
deferibed. There was a fufficient depth of 
water in this river to bring the’ junks clofc to* 
the quay ; fo that the coolies, of which there 
were a great number, acting under the orders 
of the mandarin and his fervants, and guarded, 
by foldicrs, foon transferred every article that 
belpngsd to the embafly on board the vctlel to 
whidh it was fpecLfically affigned. 

The junks to which we were now, removed 
were of lets dimenlxons than thofe we had left ; 
in conformity to the navigable Hate of the 
river, which only admitted veflels of lihall bur- 
then. , 


About 
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About eleven o’clpek the fuite were all on l793* 
board, and the whole fleet was ready for fail- 
ing. We a*ccordingly. renewed our voyage, 
and began it by palling under a wooden bridge 
of feven arches, or rather, if accuracy of ex- 
prellion Ihould be confidered as indilpenfable, 
of feven intervals. Thcfc inteiTals arc formed 
by flrong ftone pillars, built in the water, and 
overlaid with planks, guarded by a double 
railing. This llrudture ftretches acrofs the 
river, to form a communication between thofe 
parts of the fuburbs of Naung-chin-oa, which 
are divided by it. Forts garrifoned with troops, 
and well fupplied with artillery, guarded either 
end of it; nor was the fleet unnoticed by them ; 
as in palling the bridge it was honoured by the 
parade of the one, and the difeharge of the 
other. The city itfelf is allb well defended by 
walls, which are, at leaft, thirty feet in height 
towards the river, with ramparts that take the 
whole circuit of the place, and fquare towera 
which are not confined to the gates, but appear 
to rife above the walls in other advantageoua 
lituations. 

At a fmall diftajnee from the bridge the^ rive? 
divides into two branches;, that take almofl op- 
polite dicecaions : on that whofe ftream bore ua 
along, we faw a large quantity of fmaU thnber 
in rafts, _ • 

A sv i ' .’In 



I79J. 

Dccembw. 


Thurf* 
4ay 12. 


( 35 « ) 

In ihe afternoon we pafted a pagoda, fituated 
on a bank of the river, which wi^ of a more 
lingular appearance than any of the great 
number of that kind of edifice which we had 
feen in our travels through the country. It con- 
lifted of five ftories, which terminated in a flat 
roof, with trees growing on it. The body of 
the building, from many parts of which alfo 
ihrubs appeared to fprout forth, was covered 
with a white plafter, and decorated with red 
paint in its angles and interfticcs. 

The country ftill remained barren and moun- 
tainous ; nor was its rude and dreary afpeeft 
enlivened by any appearance .of cultivation. A 
confiderable town called Chang-fang, was the 
only place wepaffed in the Ihort voyage of th' 
day. ' 

T^ie natural fatx of the country was ftill 
dreary ; and its artificial circumfiances did not 
enliven it by their charadier. The mountains, 
as we paired by them, exhibited a great num- 
ber of thofe fepulchrcs of which Ibme deferip- 
tion has been already given. Tliefe, as the for- 
mer, wereinfituatipnsnoteafilyaccellible, and 
varied in their appearance, a§ may be fuppofed, 
according to the wealth or dignity of the perfoh 
whofe remains they already contained, or were, 
hereafter, deftinedtoinclofe. 


When 
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When we mentioned thefe folemn repofi* 1793. 
tories in a former page, the thought fuggefled 
itfelf, that fuperdition might cairy the dead to 
thote high places, on the fame principle that, 
idolatry has railed its altars .there : but, when 
it is conlidered that the dreary, uncultivated 
mountain is tuited to the charat^ler of the te- 
pulchre ; and that there is, perhaps, ibmething 
confolatory in the idea of that fccurity which be- 
longs to thele awful, and almoft inaccellible fo- 
litudes ; we may probably approach nearer to 
the real motives of confignmg the dead to thefe 
elevated tombs. 

The general conllrudtibn of them appears to 
be the fame : it conlifls of an excavation in the 
mountain, chifelled out in the form of a large 
niche, which is then paved, and concealed by a 
wall with an ornamented door. Some of thefe 
places are covered with domes; from others py- 
ramidical forms fpring up, and the fa^des of 
them were, as far as I could difiinguifh, painted 
of a lead colour, with a white border. 

Thefe receptacles of the dead were fucceeded 
by few imbitations of the living that have any 
clmm to particular notice or obfervation, till 
we came to the large and populous village of 
Ty-ang-koa. Here we law a vaft length of 
rafted timber floating down the river, with 
fevcral bamboo huts eredted on it, and the fa- 
A a 4 milies 
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miles belonging to them. Great numbers of 
’ Dtcembler. peoplc vrere alfo employed in bringing timber 
to the water, fide, cither on their fliouldere, or' 
in waggons ; while qthers were occupied in 
forming rafts. 

The country ftill retains its barren afpe61, 
though a pagoda was occafionally feen to grace 
the fiimmits of the mountains. 

Fridtyis. We this day palTed a confiderable town 
called Tya-waung, part of which was in ruins; 
and, a little further down the river, we came to 
the city of Shaw-choo ; the fuburbs of which 
extend to the water fide, and where the houfes 
arc built in fiich a manner as to be in conti- 
nual danger of falling on the heads of their 
inhabitants, and involving them in one com- 
mon defirudtion. A wdoden frame work, 
retling loraelimes upon a fouftdation of clay or 
fipne, with a few (lender uprights, are the only 
fnpports of thofe habitations that ranged along 
the lliore ; where frequent ruins manifefiedthe 
fi)lly as well as tire frailty of fuch architec- 
ture. 

The fleet came to an, anchpr at the extre- 
mity of the city, before the palace of the grand 
mandarin, which was finely decorated with 
triumP' al arches a platform was alfo eredled 
from the*banks of the river to the houfe, to ac- 
ibpmiriodate the Ambaflador, if his Excellency 

« had 
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had found it convenient to go on fhore. The 17^3, 
Ibldiers belonging to the mandarin were alfo 
drawn up in due form, and gave the ufual fa- 
lute. 

At this place largp junks were prepared to 
receive the embaffy ; and, in a very Ihort time, 
the whole fuite and the baggage were removed 
on board therr, Our accommodations were 
accordingly incrcafcd in proportion to the fu- 
perlpr dimetihons of the velTcls that now con- 
tained us. 

In the evening the grand mandarin fent the 
fuite a very handfome prefent of china, toge- 
ther with a large fupply of provifions ; we alfo 
received, at a late hour in the evening, a large 
parcel of tobacco, fome ducks cured in the 
manner of hams, of a very delicate flavour, 
together with a conlidcrable quantity of dried 
filh. 

The voyage was this day agreeably varied by 
an occafional, though not very frequent patch 
of cultivated ground, which, whatever mightlbc 
its fhape, fize, or fituation, was now become 
a cheering objedt. . 

The weather was moderate and pleafaUt; and 
though there appeared a very fmall proportion 
of cultivated land, the mountains were fome* 
times cloathed with wood. The village of 
Shoong-koaidr, iituated on a plain, with the 

river 
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1793, river before, and an amphitheatre of mountains 
behind it, drew our attention as a very pleating 
object, and furprifcd us with the numbo: of 
inhabitants which it poured forth to fee the 
ilrangerspafs. 

I have already mentioned that fmall portions 
of cultivated ground now began, though very 
rarely, to make their appearance : thiscircum- 
fiance, however, had no influence on our fup> 
plies ; as the provifion-boats of to-day brought 
us the fame indifferent eatables which we had, 
for foine time, been accuftemed to. 

Iii the evening, tlie hills gxudually approached 
the river, till, at length, they cloicd upon it, 
and formed a rude and lofty barrier, which, at 
once, confined and obfeured its channel. This 
feenery continued for a confiderablc didance, 
as it were, on purpofe to lead the eye to a 
moudtain of fuch flupendous magnitude, as 
the defcriptioi) wliich I am about to give, will 
not be able to convey, I fear, to the mind of 
my readers. Jt was fo late as feven o’clock at 
night before we arrived at the commencement 
of it; but the moon fhone in all hear fplendour, 
and ena^ed the eye to trace every part of this 
enormotis obje«^ with lefs didindtnefs, perhaps^, 
as to minute parts, but with -better effect as to 
its magnifieent outline, 

This 
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This mountain rifes from the river to the 1793* 
perpendicular height of at leafl three hundred 
yards. The face it prefcnts towards the water 
is divided between bare rock and fhaggy foli- 
age : the upper part appears, in fome places, 
to projedl over the river, and offers a moll 
tremendous fhape to the voyagers who fail be- 
neath it when, therefom, to fuch an elevation 
of fblid rocky mountain, with its rugged bafe, 
and craggy fummits, is added the extent of 
near two miles of lengthening precipice, fome 
faint notion may be entertained of this ftupen-- 
dous objedl. 

Its termination is equally abrupt vtfith its be- 
ginning ; and all its parts fupport the favage 
grandeur of the whole. On the extreme point, 
as we palTed down the river, a pyramidical rock 
appeared to fpring up to a confiderable height 
above the edge of the precipice, and iinifhed in 
a peak. 

This immenfe fhape is feparated by an in- 
tervening plain, that extends to the foot of dis- 
tant mountains, from another onormous rodt ; 
whidi, though of different form, and lets ex- 
tent, poffefles the &me awful and^ majeflic. 
charader. It^ rifes with a fteep but gradual 
afeetit from the river to a certain height ; when 
it Ihoots up, as it were, in a bold, unvarying, 

perpendicular devation^ to the clouds, afford- 
* » • 
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ing another vaft example of the fublime m 
nature. 

As ^ range of hills may be faid to condudl 
us along the river to tliefe Aupendous obje6ts, 
a fucceffive boundary of tlie fame kind con- 
tinued during a eourfe of feveral miles after 
we had left them. But it was the peculiar 
ofBce of this extraordinary night to awaken our 
' aftonifhment by the grand exertions of art, as 
well as by the enormous works of nature; for, 
‘ at theconclufion of this chain of hills, that had 
fo long excluded any view into the country, we 
were furprized with a line of light that extended 
for feveral miles over mountains and vallies, at 
fome diftance- from the river, and formed one 
uninterrupted blazing outline as they rofe or 
funk in the horizon. 

In Ibme parts of this brilliant, undulating 
line, it was varied or thickened, as it appeared 
> by large bands or groups of torches ; and, on 
tlie rooft conlpicuous heights immenfe bonfires 
threw their flames towards the clouds. Nor was 
this all, for the lights did not only give the out- 
line of the mountain, bu‘t fometimes ferpentl- 
^ ied up it; and connedted, by a^iral ftream of 
light, a large fire blazing at the bottom, with 
that.which reddened the fummit. « 

The number of lanterns, lamps, or torches 
einploycd'on this occafion, are beyond all cal- 
’ a cuUtion,, 
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tulation, as the two extremities of the illumi- 179^. 
iKited fpace, taken in a flrait linc,^ and without 
eftimating tlic finkings of the vallies,' or the in- 
equality of llie mountain lops, could not cx)n- 
tain a lefs diftance from each other than three 
miles. Whether thefe lights were held by an 
army of foklicrs, and a very large one would 
have been neceflary on the occalion, or were 
fixed iti the ground, I could not learn ; but it 
was dcrtainly the moft magnificent illumination 
ever feen by the European tra%"cHer, and the molt 
fplciidid compliment overpaid to the public dig- 
nity of an European Ambaflador. Not only a 
vafl: range of country, but the tourle of the 
river, for fcvcral miles, received the light of 
day from this artificial blaze. Succcfnve dif- 
charges of artillery were, at regular di fiances, 
added to the honour of this amazing and moft 
fijperb l|x^claGle. • 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Ihe voyage ' continueL-^Defcription of a curious 
mountain. — Various circumfancts of the river.-— 
Arrive at the city of Tuyngyan-yean. — Pafs nu- 
merous villages, to/wns, i^c. — Anchor before the 
city of ‘lyantian. — Arrive at Canton.— Formali- 
ties on the occafott, i^c. 


1793. At ieven o’clock this morning the whole fleet 
came to an anchor beneath a mountain, which 
*^y*i* i8 confldered by theChinefe, in refpcdl to its 
elevation, figure, and extent, as one of the na- 
tural wonders - of their country. - It is called 
Koan-yeng- naum. 

The grand mandarin, who had the care of 
conducting the embafly, with that attention 
which diftinguiflied every part of his official 
duty, had ordered the fleet to flop in this place, 
in order to give the Ambaflador, andihisreti- 
. nue, an />pportunity of indulging their curiofity, 
by taking a view of this extraordinary mountain. 

It rifes perpendicularly from the water to an 

amazing height, and terminates in a peak. 

Vaft pieces of the rock pjx»jCCt firom the fijee of 

it in fuch a manner, as to have a moft tremen- 

* 

dous 
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dous and threatening afpedt ; nor is it eafy to 1793. 
perfuade onefelf, on looking up, that they will 
not inllantly fall and fill up the channel of the 
river beneath them. 

Several large caverns are among the curious 
circumftances of this mountain. The principal 
of them is about forty feet above the river, and 
the pafiage to it confifts of a flight of fifty fteijs 
cut out of the rock, and guarded by a rail ; the 
whole afeent being over-thadowed by a projec- 
tion- of the mountain. A door, prettily orna- 
mented with painting, opens into an handfome 
room of about forty feet in circumference, and 
nine feet in height, which contains a facred 
image, to whom the Chinefe, on their entrance, 
pay their adorations. There is alfo a window, 
chitelled through the fione, with a balcony be- ■ 
fore it, from whenqc there is a delightful jfro- 
Ipecft: of the river. From this chamber we 
afeended, 1^ an artificial ftaircafe, to two other 
apartments of the fame fize as the former, and 
fitted up in a manner fuited to the chara(5tcr 
of the place. 

Thefe rooms were excavated at the expenfc 
of the mandarin to whom the mountain belongs, 
and inuil have been a work of incredible la- 
bonr. At the foot of the fieps, an arch had 
been erected, with the ufual decoration'of filk 
and ribaihds of various colours. 

3 . Though 
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i Though the country ftill continued to be rude 
and uncultivated, it was, occafionally, varied by 
large woods that hung down the fteeps, or 
thickened in the vallies. The ranges of moun- 
tains alfo, that branch off from Koan-yeng- 
fiauii), take fuch didefeht direi^tions, as to form 
a variety of grand, and even fublime pifturcs 
of naiure. 

At noon the fleet ahehoted, for a fhort time, 
before the city of Shizing-ta-heng ; fituated on 
tlie uppet part of an inclined plain, that ad- 
vances with a Icarce perceptible afeent from a 
large fandy beach of the river, to the foot of the 
mountains that rife behind it. This plain is 
alfo adorned with the mott beaiutiful trees, fb 
that the view may be fuppofed to confifl: of a 
river in the fore-part of it, a fine plain, covered 
with plantations, flfctching away from the 
banks, and a large city beyond it, backed by a 
bold unequal range of mountains. When to 
thefe circuraftances are added, the woods on the 
bppo'fite fide of the river, and the magnificent 
pagoda which rifes before them, the beauty of 
■the landfcapc may be conceived without any 
Veryuncomm<?n ftretch of the imagination. 

The river in a very winding cohrfe, now af- 
forded but little variety. The fame lofty bar-, 
tiers continued to confine its courfe ; and where 
a pafual opening fuffered the eye to, advance 

beyond 
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Ibeyond them, it looked towards riothing more 1793^ 
than fimilar objefls, with no other circumftances 
of variation but fuch as might be fuppofed to 
arife from the pecularities of light and ftiadow, 
and the diminution of diftance. 

We not Only obferved, but alfo heard the 
labours, of large bodies of people, who were 
employed in blowing up certain parts of the 
rocks, to obtain that ftone with which the 
Chinefe form their pavements, whether for their 
houfes, courts, or public ways^ 

Beneath one of thefe mountains was a large 
village, which had a very mean appearance j 
and, as I afterwards learned, was entirely in- 
habited by the people employed in blowing up 
rocks, and working quarries, that were in the 
Neighbourhood of it. 

Several fpires of fmoke, afeending from the 
mountains, attracted our attention ; when, on 
making inquiry concerning the fires that occa- 
fioned them, we found that it was a procefs 
preparatory to agriculture; by burning the 
heath on certain par^ of thefe elevated fitua- 
tions, in order to commence t]be expenment of 
cultivation^ 

Th© evemog of this day was alfo cheered by 
an illumination pf the difiant hills ; and though 
it did not, in any degree, equal, eitherin extent 
or 4>Ishdor, that which had fo lately excited our 
B b . allonifli- 
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afbni Ament, it had a very lingular effect, and 
Becember. rathibited a very plealing appearance. 

Meada7 i«. Rugged and deep rocks, fome of which were 
covered with wood, fiill continued to inclofe, 
on either fide, the channel of Ae river. Among 
Aem -arofe a large mountain, Aaded by an 
hanging Ibreft, which was not only a very grand 
objed in itfelf, but was alfo accompanied with 
circumfiances that enlivened and adorned it. 
At the foot of it a road had been cut out of the 
folid rock, and to communicate with it a large 
arch of fione firetches acrofs a deep chafm. In 
the center of the wood, there is the palace of a 
mandarin, furrounded with detached ofiices, 
and at ibme fmall difiance a temple which be- 
longs to it, and contains Ae iniage which is the 
ufual objed of religious worAip. ITiere ar^ 
fever&l burying places in different parts of the 
wood, which are the maufoleums of the man- > 
darin's family to whom the palace belongs. It 
is called Tre-liod-zau. 

This magnificent objed, which, on a parti- 
cular turn of Ae nver,tprefented.itlelf in charm- 
ing perfpedive, is very much heightened by a 
contrafied fuccefiion of bare and barren moun- 
tains) ’ . 

This, rude and rugged Iceneiy, at lengA, be- 
gah toAbfide; 'when a ridb> fertile level open^ 
agaiii> upon us; and after we had beeraeoufr 
4 • tomed 
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toi&cd for fevcn days to the bleak and barren •*793‘ 
appearances of nature, the tran({uil fcenes of 
cultivation afforded a moft refrefhing profpeft. 

We now pafled the city of Tfing-yan-yeniv 
a place of great extent and commerce. It is 
furrounded by a wall whofe gates arc flanked by 
ftrong towers, and which extends near three 
miles along the river; but of its breadth we 
were prevented from forming any accurate 
judgment by the intervening groves, which 
appear before, and rife above, the walls. The 
fuburbs had a mean appearance ; and the houfes 
projeded over the water in the fame infecure 
and alarming manner as I have already deferibed; 
a mode of building common to all towns, and 
lefler places, which are fituated on the banks 
of rivets. The great number of junks which 
were here at anchor announced the commercial 
flate of the city; and the fuccclTion of timber 
yards, all ftored with great quantities of planks, 
and wood for every kind of conftrudtion, mark- 
ed a principal article of its trade. Several regi- 
ments of foldicrs were drawn up on the beach, 
with a train of artillery : they were acc^panie^ 
with triumphal arches, decorated in thelitme 
prttty ,and fanciful manner which has been al- 
ready repeated of other complimentary eredions 
of the fame kind. * 

• ’ Bb;a rVom 
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From this place thd river takes its courte in a 
ilrait, unde^atitig dircdion for three milqs, 
bettreen a very fertile and highly cultivated 
‘country, in which rice fields appeared to 
abound. The mountains, which fo lately rdfc 
on the banks, feemed now to have retired, as it 
were, into the diflance, and ranged along the 
horizon. 

In this afternoon a very ferious accident hap- 
pened which might have produced the moll fatal 
conlequenccs ; it was no lefs than a fire in one 
of the inferior junks ; and if great exertions had 
not been made, the veflel would have been very 
foon confumed. It was fuppofed to have been 
occalioned by a fpark falling ufipbfervcd from 
a tobacco pipe, which, trifling as it was, threa- 
tened the junk with irrefiftible conflagration. 

The whole fleet experienced the good effcdls 
bf the rich and fertile country which we now 
entered, by the improvement that was expe- 
rienced in every article of our daily fupplics. 
Wc this day received a large quantity of excel- 
lent provifions, with a jar of a very pleafant 
liquor, .which is cxtraidted frftm the fugar canc, 
and refemblcs in flavour the rum flirub, fo well 
knoVvn in our own country. * 

' The ruins of a pagoda, and Ibme of thofc 
fepulchrcs which I have already mentioned, 
gave a pifturcfquc appearance to the Ipot where 

•they 
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tliey had ^en ere<Sled, and were Ihe concluding 93* 

Objedts of this day's voyage. . December. 

The weatlier warm and pleafant, and theTwWay «7- 
country in a fine Hate of cultivation; whilc.the 
river increafed in breadth, and admitted junks 
of a larger fize than we had yet feen. 

At eleven o’clock this morning we pafled the 
large village of Ouzchouaa, with a crowd of 
manufadlories in its neighbourhood ; whether 
they were in the porcelain or iron fcrvicc, I 
could not difeover ; but the linoke of their fur- 
naces told us that fire was a principal operator 
in them. 

As we proceeded, the country incrcafed in 
beauty on both fidcs of the river, and foon bo*- 
came a continued chain of pretty villages, fruit- 
ful fields, and liandfoine houfes. 

In the afternoon the provifion junks ^ill im- 
proved in their cargoes, and brought us an, 
abundant fnpply of excellent provifions and 
fruits, with a quantity of Samptchoo, a liquor 
which has been already mentioned. 

At eight o’clock in the evening the fleet an- 
chored before a very large and commercial city, 
called Sangs-wee-yenno, when the AthbafTador* 
was faluted with an amazing difeharge of artil- 
lery from all quarters of it. This mark of rc- 
jfpedl was accompanied by every otlier demon- 
flifation of regard that qpuld be fhewn.on the 
. B b 3 . occafion ; 
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»793* bccafion ; triumphal arches appeared with aH 
their gaudy decorations ; temporary pagodas 
were erected to hfeighten the artificial fcenery ; 
^and a platform, fuch as has been already de> 
feribed in former parts of our voyage' was pre- 
pared to accommodate his Excellency, if it 
fhould be his wifh to vilit the grand mandarin. 
To thefe circumftances may be added all that 
illumination could do, in a country where that 
ipecies of fplendor is fo well underftpod and in 
fuch continual pradlice ; fo that fome notion 
may be formed of the lUanner in which the fleet 
was received by this city. 

wedner. In the courie of this morning we pafled feve- 
ral very large and commercial towns; and, if 
any judgment could be formed from the uncea- 
fing difeharge of artillery, it may be fuppofed 
that a, chain of forts lined the fhore. If we are 
^ufiifred allb in drawing a conclufion from the 
numbers of people on the banks of tire river, 
and in vdlels on the wat6r, we might believe 
that, from the time we failed, which was at fa 
early an hour as two o’clock,, the fleet was 
jpafling for, upwards of two hours through the 
middle of an immenfecity, which had poured 
forth all ' its inhabitants to catch fuch an imper- 
fect view of us, as the early part of the morning 
would allo,w. 


At 
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At flie dawn of day, we came to the city of *793' 
Tayn-tfyn-tau, a placo of great importance and 
immen&i trade.' Several thoufand foldiers were 
drawn up along the beach, with a proportionate 
train of artillery, which thundered out a falute 
as we paired. 

This city, or, perhaps, to Ipeak more cor- 
re£lly, the fuburbs of it, are built on each fide 
of the river; which, for many miles, wasco* 
vered with junks laden with merchandife, or 
preparing to receive it ; and fome of them were 
of very large dimenfions. 

We continued failing before, or rather 
through this place, till feven o’clock, and, from, 
the rate of our palfage, I have no doubt but it 
is eight miles in length : of its breadth, no 
judgment could be formed on board 'the fleet; 

-but, from the general appearance of the city, 
and the houfes of the refident merchants*, with 
other commercial circumftances, its trade mult ' 
be immenfc, and its opulence in proportion : it 
appeared, indeed, to be inferior only to the ci- 
ties of Pekin and Canton. 

The river continued to be edvered with a" 
crowd of junbr; fo that it was with fo,me diffi-, 
culty the fleet proceeded on its voyage, which 
at length approached its termination; for, about 
noon, it came to' ancho% within a mile of the 
Bb 4 ■ city 
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1793. city of Canton, and but two miles diflant froni 
the Eng\ifli feaory. 

In confequence of an exprefs difpatched by 
the condudting mandarin to Canton, to notify 
the arrival of the Ambaflkdor, feveral manda- 
rins, in the different departments of government, 
carne to vifit his Excellency. They were ibon 
followed by the Britifh commiflioners, the Com- 
pany’s fupercargocs, and Colonel Benfon, a 
very welcome vifitor, for he not onl^ brought 
the public dilpatchcs for Lord Macartney, but 
a large packet of private letters from England, 
and all the news-papers which had arrived by 
the laft Ihips from Europe. 

Orders were iffued by the Ambaffador for 
the wholp fuite to difbmb^k on the following 
day, 

Thurraayi9 The embafly was-removed into larger junks, 
which*had been previpufly fitted up to go down 
the river. 

In palling. down this fpacious river it is 
impofiiblc to defhribe the magnificence of its 
navigation ; for we faw, without exaggeration, 
leveral thoufqnds of trading junks ; nor were 
the veffeJs which were crowded’with people to 
ice us pafs inferior in number ; \yhile the banks 
pn either fide were covered with houfes, 'built 
very jqfuich in the llylc of European architec- 
ture. ' 
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There arc alfo a fucceffion of forts well fup- ' *793* 
plied with men and artillery ; and their rcfpcc- 
tive garrifons were drawn out in military array 
on the beach before them, with their colours, 
mufic, and all the enfigns of war. Thefe forts 
faluted the fleet by a fucceflive difeharge of ar- 
tillery, and, indeed, the airt^founded for. near 
an hour with the repeated firing of great guns 
from every quarter. 

There were alfo feveral thoufand foldiers in 
military junks, who added the compliment of 
their mufquetry. It was a very large army both 
on land and water, and the whole of them funk 
down on their knees, as a manoeuvre of mili- 
tary ret^dt, till the Ambaflador had pafled. 

At one o’clock we arrived oppofite the Eng'* 
lifh and Dutch faftories ; when both of them 
faluted his Excellency with a difeharge of artil- 
lery, and inflantly hoifled the flandards of their 
relpeclive nations. 

Here we faw a great number of boats, con- 
taiiung all kinds of provifions, fruits, and mer- 
chandize, for fale. They rowed backwards and 
forwards, announcing, at the fiune time, their 
various commodities with very violent Vocife- 
ration, as is feen and heard among the owners 
of provifion -wherries on the Thames. 

It app^red very lingular to us, that nioft of 
the bo4ts ^hich we h^d feep for feveral days, 

w^re 
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*793* were rowed and fleered by women. It is not, 
indeed, by any means, uncommon to fee a wo- 
man, with a child tied by a linen bandage to 
her back, and another fuckling at her brcafl, 
while fhe is employed in handling the oar, or 
guiding the helm. I have alfo continually ob- 
ferved women on fhore engaged in the mofl: la- 
borious employments, with an infant faflencd 
to thdr breaft. Such unpleafing, and it may 
be added to the feeling mind, fuch in afFeding 
Ipedacle, is never feen in any of thofe parts of 
Tartary through which the embaffy palfed j for 
the women there, as well as in the northern 
provinces of China, have their feet crippled 
from their infancy, fo that tliey can never fub- 
. mit to fucli fatiguing occupations. I was per- 
mitted to take the meafure of a lady’s foot, who 
wasjlwenty years of age, which meafured no 
more in length than five inches and an half. 
Of this compreffion of the feet, it may, indeed, 
be faid to be a partial pradice. 

Lord Macartney, with the whole fuite, went 
afhore, and took poffellion of the rclidence 
which the .Elaft India Company’s fupercargocs 
had provided for the ufe of the embafly, during 
its flay at Canton. This temporary habitation 
was far fuperior, in point of accocnmodafion, to 
any we, had feen in our long journey through 
this country : nor was it amon^ the leail agree« 

able 
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able clrcumflances of our prefent iituation, that 
wc faw, once again, a dbmeilic arrangement 
which partook of the habitual comforts of our 
native foil. 


CTH A P. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Some mount of Canton ; proceed from thence U 
. IPampoa^ and Macao \ brief account of them . — 
Circumftances relative to the rejidence of the embajfy 
at the latter place. — Sail for England. 

Canton, or Quanton, is lituated on the 
iVMmbcr. fouth fide of the river, to which it gives a name, 

JJjturday iZ* * 

and lies in about one hundred and twelve de- 
grees eaft longitude, and twenty-four degrees 
Afbaih latitude. It is furrounded by a wall, near 
thirty feet in height, built of fione, and de- 
fei>ded in every diredlion, particularly towards 
the river, by very ftrong forts, mounted with 
heavy artillery, and garrifoned with numerous 
troops. It is impoffible, however, to form an 
accurate judgment of its extent, as it is built 
on a plain ; the furrounding country being one 
continued level, except towar^ the fouth, where 
grangers are never permitted to go. 

The ftreets of the city are, in general, from 
fifteen to twenty feet in breadth, and payed 
with hro^d ftones. The houfes feldom rife 
above one ftory, and are built of wood and 
brick. The fliops have their fronts fancifully 

. oroamepted 
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emamented with a balcony,, that rifes from 
the pent-houfc roof over the door, and is 
adorned with gilding and colours. 

The drefs of the inhabitants does not differ 
from thofe which have been already deferibed. 
It is, however, a very remarkable circumflance, 
that notwithftanding this city is fo much to the 
fouthward of Pekin, the winter fhould be fo 
fevere as to induce the inhabitants to wear furs : 
and that fuch cloatliing is not altogether confr> 
dered as a matter of luxury, or confined to the 
higher order of the people, is evident from the 
great number of furriers’ ftiops, and, as it ap- 
peared, flocked with large quantities of fur 
cloathing. It confifled of the Ikin of leopards, 
foxes, bears, and flicep. The Ikins were well 
dreffed, made up in the form of jackets, and arc 
worn with the hairy fide towards the ikin. • 

The Viceroy’s palace at Canton, in form, 
dimenfions, and ornaments, is the counterpart 
of that which the Ambaffador occupied at Pe- 
kin any defeription of it would, therefore, be 
Tuperfluous. Of public buildings there are none, 
unlefs triumphal arches and gateways, which 
are very numerous, may be included under that 
denomination. 

The population of this city is efiimated at a 
million of inliabitants : and its larg^ dn J extenfive 
fuburbs may, without exaggeration, be faid'to 
* contain 
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»}i95. contain half that number. Indeed, if the pel^ 
loo* are included, who navigate, and live on 
board, the very numerous junks and fampans, 
or fithing boats, with which the Canton river 
is covered, this calculation will be conliderably 
exceeded. 

> This river, as it approaches the city, is equal 
in breadth to the Thames in its wideft part. It 
, abounds alfo in various kinds of fine hlh ; but 
the water is very unwholefome for flrangers, till 
it has flood long enough fora very confiderable 
fcdiment to fubiide : the people, however, who 
live in the junks, ufe it, as I am informed, for 
every purpofe and without any inconvenience, 
that I could learn. 

When we were on the river that flows by 
Tong-tchew, an experiment was made refpedt- 
ing the water; and, in a Angle gallon of it, 
there remained, on draining it, half a pint of 
yollow»fand ; yet in this Hate the people of the 
, country univerfally ufe it, and have no idea of 
purifying it by Altration. We had no oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with the com- 
mon. maladies of the people who live on the 
banks of that river— ^but water, fo charged as 
thisi appears to be, muft have fome prejudicial 
efledl on the conflitutionB of thofe who conti- 
nually ufe it 


•Though 
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Though this is the only port in the empire 1793, 
of China where Europeans are futFered to 
trade, all commercial bulinefs is tranfii&cd in 
the fuburbs, which are about a mile from the 
city. They are very extenfive, and without 
any pretentions to grandeur or elegance. The 
ftrects are, in general, very narrow, and al- 
ways thronged with people. The houtes are of 
wood, conlitiing only of a ground floor and 
upper flory: they alt contain Ihops, and arc 
fitted up within after the Englith manner, to 
which the inhabitants appear to have a decided 
partiality. It was not uncommon to fee their 
names written' on the figns, in Englith cha- 
racters, and adapted to Englith orthography. 

The porcelain warehoufes which I faw here, are 
faid, and 1 believe with great truth, to exceed 
anytimilar rcpotitories in the world, for extent, 
grandeur, and ftock in trade. The warehoufes 
of the tea merchants are alfo tilled with exten- 
tive ranges of chefts, which contain an article 
now become almoft a neceflaiy of life in our 
country, and of increating ule in every other 
part, of Europe. . 

The fa6lories of the feveral European com- 
panies who trade to this part of the eaftern 
world, are formed in the flyle of that quarter 
of the globe to which they belong. Thd build- 
ings arc conftru6ted of ftone and brick, oh a 

very 
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*193* vety fubftantial plan ; but th6y fa fat conform 
b<G^. to the architedlural deligns of the country^ 
which I believe to be the beft, that they inclofe 
large courts^ where there are apartments for the 
fupercargoes and writers, as well as for the cap- 
tains and mates of fhips, during the time they 
arc preparing their cargoes. 

There is a range of thefc fadlories along the 
river, but without the leall communication with 
each other ; and their general diftindlion is the 
flag, Or flandard of their refpedive countries, 
which are feen flying during the day on fome 
confpicuous part of each faftory. 

The feveral nations whofe trading companies 
' have ^dories here, are England, Holland, 
s France, Sweden, Denmark, Portugal, Spain, 
and America. But the Englifh, both from the 
extent of their buildings, and the number of 
their Ihips, appear to poflets a greater fhare of 
thO China trade, than the united commerce of 
the refl of Europe. 

The refidchce of Lord Macartney was on 
the oppolite fide of the river; and, as a mere 
place of temporary accommodation, was con- 
trived with great judgment, and arranged with 
uncommon atj||||tion to the convenienoe of the 
upper order or the embafly; the reft of the 
fuite occupied fome of the company’s ftore- 
' * rooms, 
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rooms, >vhich were fitted up in a very neat and ‘793* 
commodious manner for tlic occafion. December. 

For feveral days after his Excellency’s arri- 
val at this place, he was entertained during 
dinner by a Chinele play, on a ftage ereded 
before the windows of his apartment ; and with 
extraordinary feats of legerdemain, which al- 
ways accompany the public entertainments of 
this country. 

The Viceroy of Canton paid the Britifli Am-^ 
balfador only one vilit during his llay here, 
which was followed by large prefents of fugar- 
candy, porcelain, and nankeen, to the whole 
retinue of the embafly. 

The gentlemen of the Britifli fadory enter- 
tained Lord Macartney and the whole [fuite 
with great elegance and hofpitality,' on Chrift- 
mas day, 1793, and the firft day of Ji^nuary,, 

1794. They alfo made a requilition to engage^ 
the band of mufic that had accompanied the em- 
ballj', from whofe fervice it was accordingly dif- 
•harged, and immediately entered into that of the 
Englith fadory ; a very valuable acquifition in 
a country and^tuation, where fo little exterior 
amufenient of any kind is to be obtaihed. 

IJor can I, in this place^here I anj to take 
leave of Canton, avoid exp^mng a regret, that 
the inhabitants of it are very diffetpnt in point 
of honelly, from the people of every other part 
C c of 
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tj(f^ of China where -tve had been ; at leall, as tar 
as my means of obfervation would enable me 
to judge. Nor is if with lets concern that ' 
attribute this local charadter, which is knavith 
in the extreme, to their being the inhabitants 
of the only place where tlicrc is any communi- 
eation with the natives of other countries. 

On the eighth' of January, 1794, Lord Mat- 
eartney fet off with his whole retinue in boats, 
for the Lion man of war, then lying at Wam- 
poa. At the fame time Mr. Maxwell and Mr. 
Barrow, with certain attendants, were ordered 
to proceed to Macao, to make preparations for 
the reception of his Excellency at that place. 
They weiat in junks by another river, which 
flows from Canton to Macao, and paffing by 
that place, empties Itfclf into the fca. 

The .country oil each tide of the river, be^ 
dween Canton and Wampoa, is rich, fertile, 
and full of variety; — feveral lofty pagodas 
fucceffively enlivened the diflant parts of the 
progrefEve profpedls. ‘ , 

Wampoa is the place where all ftiips come to- 
an anchor, being univerlally prohilnted to pro- 
ceed tufthier up the river. 

It is a, very beautiful and populous village, at 
tlie diftanc^,.of about eighteen miles from Can- 
ton. The houfes arc built of a lead-coloured 
brick, with numbers of £ne trees interf^ffed 

3 among 
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among them. The adjacent country is a con- ^794- 
tinned level ; but the oppofite fide of the river, 
which is not fo wide here as at Canton, wears 
a different and more irregular appearance. At • 
no great diffance from this place there is a 
fand-bank or bar, which cannot Ijc palled by 
large vcflels but at high water. There arc alfo 
two necks of land that projedt on either fide of 
the river, which form the paflage called the 
Bocca Tygris. Here are flrong forts on each 
fide with batteries and troops ; and as the Lion 
paffed flie received a falute of three guns from 
each of them. 

Previous to the departure of Lord Macartney 
from Wampoa, he received the farewcl vifit of 
the attendant mandarin Van-Tadge-In. Of 
this diffinguifhed perfonage and amiable man, 
it is impoffible to ufe expreifions beydhd the 
merit he difplayed in his care of, and attention * 
to, every perfon attached to the Britilh embafly. 

He was appointed by the Emperor of China to 
attend and condudt it ; and, from the time we 
landed on the Ihorc of the Yellow lea, to our 
arrival at Wafnpoa, he never quitted itjbra,^ 
moment. In all this long and various jrfrney, 
he ribver liegledlcd for an ||H:ant the dpties of 
tiis office, nor omitted any opportut^;^of exe- 
cuting them in a manner the moft a^cable to 
thole who were entrufted to his care and di- 
C c » region ; 
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17^4* rcftion: it was a talk of no common trduBfcr 
and difficulty; but he was not fcen on any 
occafion or at any time to Iparc himlelf in per- 
' forming it. He was amiable in his manners, 
affable in his demeanor, ready in his com- 
munication, active in his arrangements, and fe- 
licitous in the extreme 'not only to procure all 
poffible accommodations, but to fuit them, as - 
far as the circumftaiices of the country would 
allow, to liiiropcan habits and cuftoms. He 
w'‘as a mandarin of the hrlt clafs, and held a 
very high, if not the highcll, rank in the army 
of China ; but neither lituation or dignity had 
elevated his mind above the difeharge of duties, 
whatever they might be, or the fuggeftions of 
kindnefs, to whatever objeSs it mighi be di- 
rc6led. Not was tjiis all ; in the true fpirit of 
bencvolince, he acquired a friendffiip fof^hofe 
""in whofe fervicc it harfbecn lb continually em- 
ployed ; and his lali adieu to the AmbalTador 
and the fuite was accompanied \tpth the tears 
of affciftion. 

f 

The mandarin Van-Tadge-In, we ^11 know, 
^is high injthe confidence of his fokcoOTn ; and, 
from flCs virtues, there can be little doubt that 
he bea^ a very diftinguifhed charader in' the 
fphere of pirate life, as well as of public duty. 
But though the teftimony of refpeA which ia 
-recorded on this page cannot add to hi%fiimc, 

‘ it 
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it will prove, at leall, a linccrc admiration of 1794. 
fiiperior merit, and a grateful fenfe of conde- 
fcending favour in the writer of it. 

The Canton river is fo well known, that it 
would be not only fupcrlluous, hut impertinent » 
in me, to add another defeription to the many 
which have already been given of it. 

Lord Macartney landed at Macao, and was wnincr- ’ 
. x’eccivcd to dinner at the lioufc of tlic Cover- 
nor. In the afternoon lie went to the rcfidcncc 
of Mr.*Drummond, one of the fupcrcargocs of 
the Eatl India Company, where his Lordftiip 
reftded during his ftay at this place. Here the 
gentlemen of the feveral European fadorios 
have their feparate houfes, as they are not fuf- 
fered to remain at Canton beyond the time ne- 
ceflary to prepare cargoes for the ftiips of their 
refpe^tive nations. 

Macao is lituatcd in 1 10 degrees *of call 
longitude, and about 22 degrees of fgutlLlati- 
tude. It is a place of forae extent, and built 
on a rock. The houfes are of ftone, and con* 
ftrudled on the plan of European architedurc, 
but without exterior elegance : the flreets are 
very narrow and irregular, as they.tal^ the 
unequal furface of the fpot on which tijrey arc 
eredfed. The public buildings cpiflift of 
churches, convents, and the -li^l^-houle, 
which terminates the only fpacious and ’level 
C c 3 llrcet 
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1794 - ftrcct in the town. The Governor’s houfe is 
lituatcd on the beach oppofite the landing 
place, and commands a beautiful profjie6t, but 
is not remarkable for external elegance or in^ 
*terior accommodation. Contiguous to it is the 
Englifh fadtory, a plain, commodious building ; 
the other fadtories are in the fame ftylc, and all 
of them furrounded with gardens. The upper 
parts of Macao command very extenfivc views 
of the fea and adjacent country. The harbour 
is very commodious, and fhcltcrcd from the 
\vinds, but will iKjt admit lliips of great burden. 
The town is defended, in all diredlions, by 
llrong forts mounted with heavy cannon, and 
garrifoned with Portuguefe troops. The fea 
runs into the harbour, through a narrow chan- 
nel between the Ladronc iflaiids and the town, 
and forms a tine bay behind it, extending at 
four miles, when it is bounded by a neck, 
of land that feparates it from a large river. 
Here the Chinefe have a fort that looks towards 
the Portuguefe territory,, arid it is the principal 
duty of the garrilbn to prevent Grangers from 
palling the limits of it. No one is fulFcred to 
•^alk'v^n the neck of land, nor is any boat per- 
mitted rto approach that fide of the Ihore. 
There -i\^a fmall, pretty illand, in the middl? 
of the bay,7whieh contains the habitation of a 

man- 
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mandarin, who frcqucntl}' relidcs there, but fcl- 
dom vilits the town. 

Macao is generally fuppofed to be fitnatecl on 
an ifland ; but the fatft is otherwife ; nor is 
there any natural barrier which feparates it 
iVora the Chinefe territory. The whole extent 
of the Portugticfc pofleflions does not exceed 
four miles in length, and one mile and an half 
in breadth: the limits of which arc accurately 
determined, and cannot be pafled without dan- 
ger. 

This place is divided in its jurifdi^lion be- 
tween the Portuguefe and Chinefe over their 
refpetftivc people. The latter, however, exaft 
very heavy duties on all goods landed, or Ihip-' 
ped, on account of the. European faclorics. 
There is a Governor, and a Judge, appointed 
by the court of Litbon, who have an arbitrary 
power vetted in them, to the extent of their ,» 
jurifdidlion. There is alfo a Portuguefe 
cutlom-houfe and quay, on the fouth fide of- 
the town, where alMhips coming into the bay ■ 
arc obliged to pay a duty. There arc not more 
than two hundred and fifty European foldiers 
for the defence of the place, who 'ari^vell ■ 
cloathed, ajjd' whofe pay is very mudx acyanced 
on their arrival there. A 

The refidence of Lord Macartney was one of 
the moft beautiful fpots that the imagination 
C c 4 can 
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, 1794 * can conceive. It was fmall, but built in the 
Englifli manner, and furrounded with pleafure 
. grounds of confidcrablc extent, beautifully dif- 
pofed and planted for profpc(5t and for lhade. 
‘The view which it commands combines a moft 
delightful pidlure of river and fea, of cultivated 
ifland, and mountainous fhore. 

The Chinefe who refide in this place, retain 
their own cuftoins with a rigid preferehce ; nor 
has the long intcrcourfe they have here had 
with Europeans of diifercnt nations, induced 
them to deviate in the Icafl: article from the 
long-ctlabliflied, and, as it appears, invariable 
ufages of their country. 

Macao \vas originally fortified by a wall, a 
great part of which ftill remains, to the eaft- 
ward of the town, wherq it paflbs between two 
hills, and councils itfelf with a fort, and a con- 
^'cnt, that appear on their fummits. 

Without this wall is the common burying- 
ground of the place, where I faw the memorials 
. of feveral of my countryrafen, whofe alhes re- 
ppfe at fuch a di fiance from their friends and 
native land. Tins ccipctpry, however, is cx- 
•^dufiv^ occupied by the Chinefe, and fuch 
Europ^ns who arc not of the Rom^n Catho- 
lic perl^dion; as the papifls have particular 
places or iTIJtjnncnt for thole who depart this 
life in the faith of then’ church. 


At 
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At thisp’acc Mr. Plumb quitted the lervicc »794« 
of the cmbatTy. Ho was very amiable and 
obliging in his conduct to every one engaged 
in the lame lervicc with himfelf. He was ofter- 
cd a fnitablc provifion, if he would return to 
England ; but, though he appeared to part from 
his European friends with a fenfible regret, he 
very naturally preferred to return to the bofoin 
of his family and friends, from whom he had 
lx;en fo long feparated, and to pafs the re- 
mainder of his days in the country that gave 
liim birth. 

Lord Macartney remained at Macao till the 
eighth day of March, 1794, when his Lordlhip, 
and the whole retinue, embarked from the Go»- 
vernor’s houfe. The troops were all drawn 
out on the beach on the occafion, with lix brafs 
field-pieces, from which they fired a falute of 
nineteen guns, which was anfwcred by feveral 
forts. 

The Lion received Lord Macartney with a 
falute of fifteen guns, and every otlicr mark of 
refppCl; ^as did’allb the King Charles, from 
Spain, and the Bon Jefus, from Portugal, with 
three country Ihips belonging to the Eng^^ifli 
Eaft India Cqpjpany,, J 

In the afternoon the fleet of homo^yard- Sunday i<, 
bound Eaft Indiamcn anchored ol^ Macao 
fpads, to proceed under convoy of the Lion to 
, England, 
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1794* England, when they, fevcrally, lliluted th* 
Commodore with nineteen guns as they fuccef- 
livcly came to anchor. The companions of 
our outward-bound voyage, the Jackall and 
Clarence brigs, as the embafly was concluded, 
were fold ; the former to Capt. Proftor, in the 
naarine fervice of the Eaft India Company, 
while the latter found a purchafer at Macao. 

Monday 17. Early this morning the lignal was made for 
the fleet to weigh ; and at feven the Lion got 
under fail, in company with the following 
fliips : 

Lord Thurlow, Lord Walflngham, 

Glatton, Triton, 

Abergavenny, Henr}' Dundas, 

Exeter, Ceres, 

Hindoflan, Ofterlcy, and 

E.oyal Charlotte, The Jackall, the Com- 
Hawke, pany’s poarine brig. 

Warley, 

To thefc homeward-bound Englifli fliips may 
be added. 


The King Charles, Spaniard; 
Bon jefus, Portuguefe ; 

B General Walhingtpn, American. 


Af eleven tlic fignal was made, to form the 


orderrf failing, and the whole fleet flood to 
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'?o occurrence happened of any kind worth 1794. 
iciating, till three o’clock in the afternoon of 
tills day, when the Henr)' Dundas made the^“‘^’*' 
lignal for feeing lix ftrangc fail, call-fouth-eaft. 

A fail to the north-caft proved to be the Nancy 
grab, of Bengal. At four, the Hindollan and 
Exeter received a fignal to chafe. At five, 
flicwed our colours to a brig and feveral prows. 

The brig was commanded by a Moorilh cap- 
tain, and well armed: the prows were alfo 
mounted with cannon, as one of .them returned, 
witli a fingle Ihot, the fire of the Englifti Ihips, 
to bring them to. Thcfc prows had upwards 
of fifty Malays in each vcflel, and frequently 
do ja great deal of mifehief on the coaft of Su- 
matra, where wc now were, as well as in other 
parts of thefe fcas. 

Saw" two ftrange fail, in confequence ofrrUayn. 
wliich all the guns w'cre Ihottcd, and the thip » 
w'as cleared for aAion. They were, however,' 
foon difeovered to be Englilh ; and inftead of 
the Iharp returns of enemies, we interchanged 
vhefalutes of friendthip. 

We anchored at Angara Point ; where we Mondiy 
wore employed in wooding and watering ^’11 
Sa.turday the jjineteenth ; when the whole J)eet 
fet fail, and continued its courfe for Enj^fid, 
except the Jackall brig, which now feparated 
from us. . 


Nothing 
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* 794 - ' Nothing occurred between Angara Toint and 

April, Saint Helena, except fcveral very heavy gales 
of wind, particularly in doubling ' the Cape of 
Good Hop6. 

We this day anchored at Saint Helena. His 
Majefty’s fliips the Sampfon of lixty-four guns, 
Capt. Montague, and the Argo, Capt. Clarke, 
of forty-four, &c. had arrived that morning. 

June. Lord Macartney and his retinue^ went on 
Ihore, where they remained till the firft day of 
Tiiiiy I. July* when they returned on board, and the 
fleet fet fail for England, with the addition of 
the follovving Ihips which we found at anclior 
here on our arrival : (the two men of war ex- 
cepted) 

The Sampfon, 64 guns, 

The Argo, 44 ditto. 

And tlie following Eaft-Indiamcn ; 

’General Cootc, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Bclvidcrc, 

Fort-VVilliam, 

Marquis of Lanfdown, with 
The South Sea Whaler, Lucas of London. 
Thwf- We parted company with the General Wafh 

' ^ in^n, who fainted the Commodore with nine, 
gunsi which w’cre rctiirned in the ufual man-;, 
ner, 


This 
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.Vis morning the Sampfon fired a gun, and 1794. 
ie the lignal for a fleet. After fome hours 
ufpcnfc, and having made every preparation **• 
an engagement, it proved the outward- 
ind fleet of Eaft-Indiamen, under convoy of 
Majefty’s fhip Affiftance, Capt. Brunton ; 
ich now parted company with his convoy, 

1 joined our fleet. 

Nothing oceurred during the remainder of Stptcmktr. 

® , , TucfJay 

r paflage, that would juftify my adding a 
line to this page, till the third of September, 
when at three A* M, we were ferioufly alarmed 
with running foul -of a fleet oft' Portland 
Hoads; which was foon difeovered to be the 
grand fleet, under the command of Earl Howe, 
coming up the Channel. This ftrange accident 
was attended, however, with no other inconvc- 
nience than the damage which was received by 
the Royal Charlotte, Triton, and Oftcrlcy In- 
diamen. 

At five o’clock P. M. we anchored fafe, after 
a long and curious voyage, a.t Spithead ; and 
foon felt the inexprcfliblc fatisfadtion of once 
more treading the terra flrma of our natii^e 
fpuntry. 


SUPPLE- 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER. 

Spef account of the pajfage from Hoang-tchew to 
Chufan, by Captain Mackintojhy ^c.— Various 
cufioms of the Chinefcy f^c. — Mifcellaneous arti- 
cles. 

Of tills fliort account of the paflage of Ho* 
ang-tchcw to Chufan, by Captain Mackiiltoth, 
and the gentlemen who feparated from the em- 
bafly at the former place, to join the lliips at 
the latter, I fpeak on the authority of others ; 
and^ therefore, give it a place among the mif* 
cellaneous matter which I could not introduce 

-j 

elfewhere, without breaking the chain of nar- 
ration which the nature of the work appears 
to require. 

The river which took this detachment of the 
fuite to Chutan, • differed vepr little, as I was 
inf<>nnbd, in exterior appearance from thofe 
thaKhave been already deferibed. ^ A fucceffion- 
of m^ntains and rocks, and cultivatetf plains, 
formed the natural feenery of its banks, while 
the pagoda and the palace', the village and the 
city, were the ai'tificial objedls that enlivened 

or 
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or ennotled the profpe<ft which the Aream of- 
fered to the voyagefs on it. 

But this river met with interruptions that we 
never experienced in thofe on which we patfed ; 
and its courfe was occalionally broken by cata- 
ra<5ls of a deep fall and formidable appearance. 
Such circumAanccs would neceflarily impede 
the navigation of the rivers where they pretent 
themfelvcs, if the unparalleled induftry, perfe- 
verance, and I may furely add, the ingenuity 
of the Chinefe, had not furmounted this obfta- 
clc ; and in a manner, which it requires fome 
confidence in thole who informed me of it, to 
relate. 

To accelerate the pafikge of veflels at thofe 
places' where the difference of levels forbids any 
further progrels on tlie furface of the water, the 
powers of mechanifiu are applied to let 
the veflcl down into a lower fiream, or lift 
it up into an higher one, in the following man- 
ner. In the firft place, two ftrong ftentions 
arc fixed in the center of the river, from which 
. o large beams are made to projeeft in a ftate 
; fufpenfion over ’the water : to thefc, ftrong 
jeks* are attached, with ropes of fufficient 
: 'ength f fo^tUat when -a junk arrives at the 
, ice, the is well fecured afore and aft, to pre- 
we an equilibrium ;• when the pertbns, who 
> always ftationed at thefe places for the pur- 

pofc. 
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}x>fe, and are accudomed to tlie budnefs, boid 
the junk, with its paffengers and cargo, from 
one part of the river into the other, over 
every intermediate obftriitSiion. So certain is 
this extraordinary operation, that it occupies 
but a few minutes in its execution, and is not 
conlidered by thofe who navigate thefe rivers 
as attended with greater danger, or more liable 
to accident, than jnany other frequent contin- 
gencies which are infeparablc from the voyages 
on them. 

Captain Mackintolh and his party were treat- 
ed by the mandarins of the dittcrent cities and 
towns through which they palled, witli a de- 
gree of attention and hofpitality equal to that 
which the cml^j^iry itfclf received. They were 
ten days in their palTage from IToang-tchew to 
CHufan. 

I (hall noT#^ proceed to give fome detached 
accounts of the manners and culloms of the 
Chinefc, as they were offered to my obfervation. 

To give an'accurate deferiplion of the mar- 
riage ceremony in China, is to do little more 
thamto reply to the Abbe Grolicr, whofc ac- 
cqunt of the Chinefe nuptials, as welL as of 
many other of their cuftoms, % altogether ar- 
ron^bus. The Abbe fays, “ On the day ap- 
pointed for the ceremony, the bride is fird: pla- 
ced in an inclofed chair, or palnnkin, when 

3 ' 



( 4<i» ) 

the articles that compbfe her portion are borne 
before and behind her by different ^rfons of 
both fexes, while others furtound the ladyher- 
lelf, carrying flambeaux, even in the middle of 
the day.” The marriage ceremony which I 
faw at Macao, had little in common with this 
defeription, but the palankin« The bride, feated. 
in that machine, was preceded by mufle, and 
enfigns of various colours were bbrne by men 
both before and in the rear of the procellion, 
which confifled principally of the relatives of 
the bride and bridegroom, who ctcort her to 
the houtc of her hiilband, where a feafl: is pre- 
pared, and the day is pafled in mirth and felti- 
vity. Nor is the evening concluded with thote 
abfurd ceremonies with which the Abbe Gro- 
ficr, and other authors, ha^c ridiculoufly en- 
cumbered the confummation of a Chinele 
wedding. 

The idea which he and others have propa- 
gated of the rigid confinement of the Chinefe 
women, is equally void of truth. In different 
parts of that extenfive country different cuf- 
toms may prevail ; and the power of hulbands 
over their wives may be fuch as to render them 
matters .of th eir liberty, which they may.exer- 
cite. with fc verity, if circumftances Ihould at 
any time fuggeft the neceffity of fuch a mea- 
fure, or caprice fancy it ; but I do not hefitate 
D d to 
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to aflert, that women, in general, haye a rea- 
fonable liberty in China ; and that there is the 
tame communication and focial intercourie with 
womcn^ which, in Europe,, is confidered as a 
predominant charm of focial life. 

The Abbe has alfo atlerted, with equal igno- 
rance of the country whofe hillorian he pretends 
to be, that maflefs arc detirous of promoting 
marriage among tlieir flaves, in order to incrcafe 
the numher of tliem, as the children are born 
to inherit the lot of their parents. This is a 
mere fable, as there arc no fuch clafs of people 
as tlavcs in the Chinefe empire. They cannot 
import flaves in their own vcflels, which are 
never employed but in their doineflic com- 
merce ; and he mull be afili£led witli the moll 
credulous ignorance, who believes that they 
import them in foreign bottoms. If, therefore, 
there' afre any flaves in China, they mull be na- 
tives of the country ; and among them, it is 
well known, that there is no clafs of people 
who are in that degrading lituation. 

Certain dalles of criminals kre punifhed with 
Icrvitode for a Hated period, or for life, ac- 
cording Jo the nature of thein offences ; and 
they are employed in the more laborious parts 
of public wmrks. But if this is llavbiy,' the un- , 
happy corivids, who heave ballall on the 
Thaines, atre Haves. There i? a cuflom, indeed. 
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in China, refpe^ling this dais of criminals, that 
docs not prevail in England, which is, their 
being hired for any fervice they are capable of 
performing : and this frequently happens, as 
thefe convids may be had at a cheaper rate than 
ordinary labourers. This regulation, however, 
has one good efFed, that it exonerates govern- 
ment from the expenle of maintaining fuch un- 
happy perfons without leflening the rigor or 
dilgrace of the punilhment. But I re-allert 
that flavery, by which I mean the power which 
one man obtains over another, by purchafe, or 
inheritance, as in our Weft India iftands, is 
not known in China. Indeed, fomef of the Chi- 
nefe in the interior parts of the country were, 
with difficulty, made to comprehend the nature 
of fuch a charader as a flave ; and when i il- 
iuftrated the matter, by explaining the litua- 
tion of a negro boy, called Benjamin, whom 
Sir George Staunton had purchafed at Batavia, 
they exprefted the ftrSngeft marks of dil^ft . 
and abhorrence. The converfation to which 
I allude took place at Jehol, in Tartary; but 
at; Canton, where the communication with’ Eu- 
ropeans givfi^h® merchants a knowledge of 
Vhat is palfing in our quarter of the globe, poor 
Benjamin was the caufe of fome obfervationft 
on his condition, that* aftonifhed me when! 
heard, and will, 1 believe, furprife the reader 
, D d 2 when 
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when Ijc perufcs them. The boy being .ii . 
Ihop with mo in the tuburbs of^Canton, fom 
praplc who had never before fcen a. black, we 
▼ery curious in making inquiries concernin 
him ; when- the merchant, to whom the wan 
houte belonged, exprefled his furprife, in brokei 
Euglifh, that the Britiili nation Ihould fufFer i> 
traffic fo diigraccful to that humanity which 
they were fd ready to profets : and on my in- 
forming him that our parliament intended to 
abolifli it, he fnrpvited me with the following 
extraordinary antwer, which I give in his own 
words; — Aye, aye, black man, in Englilh 
** country, have got one firfl: chop, good man- 
darin W^illforce, that have done much good 
“ for allau blackic man, much long time : allau 
*‘^^man niakie chin, chin, hce, becaufe he have 
got more firll clioptink, than much Englilh 
merclmnt-mcn ; becaufe he mcrchant-man 
tinkee for catch money, no tinkee for poor 
bhu kic man ; Jollr, no like fo falhion.” 
The meaning of thi:fc expreffions is as follows ; 
** Aye, in England, the black men liave got 
“ an advocate and friend, (Mr. Wilbcrforcc) 
“ who has, for a confiderable time, been doing 
“ them lervicc ; and all goocfpeoplfc, as well 
as the blacks, adore the charadter of a gen- 
tlcman, whote thoitghts have been diredleJ 
to meliorate the condition of thofe men 
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** and not like oqr Weft India planters?, or 
merchants/ who, for the love of gain, would 
** would prolong the mifery of fo large a por- 
** tion of his fellow-creatures as the African 

I 

“ flaves. But God docs not approve of fuch 
“ a practice.” 

That fome general knowledge of the politics 
of Europe may be obtained by the mandarins 
and merchants in tlie port of Canton, might be 
naturally expedted, from their continual com- 
munication with the natives of almoft every 
European country ; and as many of them un- 
derfiand the languages of Europe, they may, 
perhaps, fometimes read the Gazettes that gre 
publithed in our quarter of the globe. But 
that the queftion of the flave trade, as agitated 
in the Britifti Parliament, fhould be known in 
the fuburbs of Canton, may furprife fonlfe of 
nay readers as it aftonifhed me. Nor w ill it be 
unpleaftng to Mr. Wilberforce to be informed, 
that, for the adtive zeal which he dilplayed in 
behalf of the nations of Africa, in the tenatc of 
the firft city of Europe, he received the eulo- 
pum of a Chinetbi merchant beneath thc^ walls 
of an Aftatic city. 

Thera .^^’ilrequent feflivals in China, and 
we law at Macao the principal of them, which 
celebrates the beginning of the New-Y ear. Ac- 
cording to the Chinelb calendar, it CQibmcriccs 
• * D d 3 on 
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on the tecond day of our month of February, 
and is obferved with greaf joy and gladnefs 
throughout the whole empire, and by an entire 
iulpenhon of all bulinels. Of any religious 
ceremonies that ulher in the dawn of the year, 
I cannot fpeak",' as all the diflindtions of the 
ieafbn which appeared to us, conhllcd of fcall- 
ing. by day, and fireworks by night. This fef- 
tival is prolonged, by thofe who can afford it, 
for feveral days: and they, whofc circumftanccs 
confine their joy to one day, take fo much of 
it, that they generally feel its effects on the 
next. 

Of the manner in which they keep or obferve 
their ordinary holidays, I fhall give the follow^ 
ing account j • 

In the firft place they purchafe provifions 
according to their fituatiou and capacity, w'hich 
are dreffed, and placed before a final 1 idol, fixed 
on an altar, with a curtain before it : and fuch 
an altar, in feme form or other, every Chinele 
has in his habitation, whether it be on the land, 
or pn the water, in an houfc, or a junk. This 
repafi, with bread ^nd fiuit, and three fmall 
cups of wine, ipirits, and vinegar, are, after a 
threefold obeifance from the peoplf^pffthe houle 
to the idol, carried to the frpnt of their dwel- 
ling : tl^ey there kneel and pray, wHh ^eat 
fervour, for feveral minufes; and, after fre- 

^[uently 
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quently beating their heads on the ground, they 
rife, and throw the contents of the tliree cups 
to the right and left of them. They then take 
a bundle of fmall pieces of gilt paper, which 
they fet on fire^ and hold over the meat. This 
ceremonial is fuccceded by lighting firings of 
fmall crackers, which hang from the end of a 
canc, and are made to crack over the meat. 
The repaft is then placed before thft idol or 
Jolh, as it is called (a term which means a deity)" 
and after a repetition of obeifances, they con- 
clude with a joyous dinner, exhilarated by plenty 
of fpirits, which are always boiled in pewter or 
copper veflels before they are taken. 

On the firfl of March it is ufual, according 
to ancient cuftom, for dramatifc pieces to be 
performed on fiages in the principal flject of 
the different towns throughovtt the empire, for 
the amufement of the poor people, who arc not 
able to purchafe thofe plcafures. This benefi- 
cent a6l continues for a fucceflion ()f fcveral 
days, at the expenfe of the Emperor ; to that 
every morning and evening, during this period, 
the lower" clafles of the fubje6ls enjoy a favou- 
rite pleafi jir c , without cofl, and blcfs the hand 
that beftows it on them. 

Of the knowledge of medicine among the 
Ohinefb I" can fay no* more, than that I wa» wit- 
riels;* in on6 inllance, to a fkilful application of 
' D d 4 . it, 
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it, in the cafe of Joljn Stewart, a fcrvant of 
Capt. Mackintoth ; who, on our return irotn 
Jehol, had been teized with the dyfente^% 

* which incrcafed (b much on the road, that at 
Waunchoyehgi there were no hopes entertained 
of his being aHe to leave that place. Whether 
it arote from the defire of the patient, or was 
fuggefted by any perfon in the fuite, I know 
not, but a Chinefc phyfician was called to his. 
afCflance ; when the man’s cafe was explained 
to him by Mr. Plumb, in the prefence of Sir 
George Staunton. The phyfician remained a 
conlidcrable time with his patient, and fenthim 
a medicine, which removed the complaint, and 
reflored him. to health. 

The people are, in general, of an healthy ap- 
pearance : it is very rare, indeed, to fee perfons 
marked with the fmall pox ; and, except in the 
fea-ports of Macao and Canton, feveral of the 
difbrders unfortunately fb frequent in IBurope 
are not known in China. 

The caxee is the only current coin in China : 
any other fpecies pf money is abfbldtely for- 
bidden. . It is m§de of a white metal, and^is 
about the lize of our farthing, with a finall 
fquare hole dn<ren through the middler fbr the 
purpofe of running them on a ftring to fje comT 
pofed into'candareens and maces : hut although 
the tcrpis candareen and mace am employed to 

fertify 
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certify a certain quantity ofeaxees, there are no 
coins in the country which bear thatfpecific va- 
lue ; fo that, in fa<5l, they are only imaginary 
denominations, like our pounds, &c. 

The comparative eftimation of the caxee with 
Britith money cannot be afcertaiiied with any de- 
gree of accuracy, as it bears no fterl ing value even 
in that country ; every province having its par- 
ticular caxce, which is not current in any other. 
In the province of Pekin a Spanilh dollar will 
produce, in exchange, from five hundred to five 
hundred and eighty caxees, according to the 
weight of the dollar, wliich the Chinefe prove 
by a fmall fieel-yard like our’s in England, 
though they tbmetimes employ leales. In the 
province of Hoang-tejicw the dollar obtains 
from feven hundred to feven hundred and fifty 
caxccs ; in other places it will find a llilPmore 
various exchange. 

I cannot conclude this volume without paying 
a tribute of rcfpc6tful veneration to the great and 
illufirious, the wife and beneficent Sovereign of 
China; who, in a long reign ofnearfixty years, 
has, according to the general voice of hi§ people, 
never ceafed to watch over and increafe their 
happmelT'ahd prolperity. Qf 'the manner in 
which he adminillers jufiice, and gives protec- 
4ipii tp the ipeanefeof bis fubjef^s, the follow- 
ing 
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ittjg anecdote, which I frequently heard in the 
country, is an alfedting example : 

A merchant of the city of Nankin had, with 
equal induflry and integrity, acquired a con- 
liderable fortune, which awakened the rapa> 
cious /iiirit of the Viceroy of that province ; on 
the pretence, therefore, of its being too rapidly 
accumulated, he gave tome intimations of his 
defign to make a feifore of it. The merchant, 
who had a numerous family, hoped to baffle the 
oppreffive. avarice , that menaced him, by di- 
viding his poffeffions among his fons, and de- 
pending upon them for fupport. 

But the fpirit of injuftice, when ilrengthencd 
by power, is not ealily thwarted in its defigns ; 
the Viceroy, therefore, fent the young men to 
the army, leizod on their property, and left the 
father ^o beg his bread. His tears and humble 
petitions were fruitlefs ; the tyrannical officer, 
this vile vicegerent of a beneficent tbvereign, 
dildained to beftow the fmallefi: relief on the 
man he had reduced to ruin ; fo that, exafjie- 
rated by the oppreffion of the minifier, the mer- 
chant, at length, determined td tlirow himfelf 
at the feet of the fovereign, to obtain redrefs, or 
die in his prefence. * 

With this defign' he begged his way to Pe- 
kin ; and, having furmounted all the difficulties 
of a long and painful journey, he at length 

' arnved 
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arrived at the imperial refldcnce ; and) having 
prepared a petition that contained a faithful 
ftatemcnt of his injuries, he waited with pa- 
tience in an outer court till the Emperor fhoulcU , 
pals to attend the council. But the poverty of 
his appearance had almofl; frufl rated his hopes ; 
and the attendant mandarins were about to» 
challife his intrulion, when the attention of the 
Emperor was att railed by the buftle which the 
poor man’s refillance occalioned : at this mo- 
ment he lield forth a pajxir, which his Imperial 
Majelly ordered to be brought to his palankin ; 
and, having perilled its contents, commanded 
the petitioner to follow him. 

It fo happened, that the Viceroy of Nankin 
was attending his annual duty in the council : 
the Emperor, therefore, charged him with the 
crime Hated in the poor man's petiticti, and'' 
commanded him to make his defence : but, 
confeious of his guilt, and amazed at the unex- 
pected difeovery, his agitations^ his looks, and 
his lilciice, condemned him. The Emperor 
then addrefled the alTembled council on the 
fubjeCi: of the^iceroy^s crime, and concluded 
his harangue with ordering the head of his 
tyranjik:d, officer to be inftantly brought him 
on the point ^of a fabre. The command was 
obeyed ; and while the poor old man was won- 
dering on his knees at the extraordinary event 

of 
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of the moment) the Emperor addrelTed him in 
the following manner : Look, faid he, on the 
awhd and bleeding example before you, and as 
(I now appoint you his tucccifor, and name you 
Viceroy of the province of Nankin, let his fate 
in(tru6t you to fulfil the duties of your high and 
important office with jufiice and moderation. 
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marks on Board h 'ts Majejl/s Ship the Hon, in the 
7'cUow Sea. 

Moderate and cloudy. A. M. killed a 1793. 
bullock, weight 34ilbs. got all the baggage 
into the junks, with foldiers, mechanics, fcr- Monday 3. 
vants, botanifts, &c. At half paft eight the 
Ambaflador went bn board the brigantine 
Clarence, manned the fhip, and faluted him 
with 19 guns and three cheers, as did the 
Hindoftan. 

Ditto weather. Adam Bradlhaw, a light dra- Tuefday . 
goon, departed this life, and his body com- 
mitted to the deep. A. M. wafticd the 
lower and orlop decks, fumigated the fhip 
with devils, wafhed the fides and beams with 
vinegar. 

Light bueezeS and cldudy. People employed Wednefr 
occafionally. A. M. killed a bullock,* weight 
. aSalbs. fail-makers repairing main-top-fail^,^:^ 

I Ditto 
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Kemarh on Board bis Majefiy's Ship Lion. 

1793. Ditto weather. At 9 P. M. the Clarence an- 
chored, and brought the Jackall’s men on 

• board. At half-paft four weighed and made 
fail, founded in 7 and 9 fathoms water. At 
noon killed a bullock, weight 30ilbs. Hin- 
dotlan and Garcnce in company. 

nwaj-j. Moderate and cloudy. P. M. ferved tobacco, 
founded from 15 to 17 fathoms water, ob- 
ferved feveral linall meteors in the air. At 
6 A. M. faw a junk itecring S. E. Killed a 
bullock, weight 3 23lbs. faw the land bear- 
ing fouth-eaft. 

sattirtorto.Ljgljt breezes and clear.* P. M. at fun-fet cx- 

At anchor oiP o . ^ 

thehighiand tremcs of Mcttow iflauds from S. E. to E. 

• of Taiigang* 

*«*• by N. 5 or 6 leagues diftant. A. M. killed 

abullocks, weighed 40olbs. At 8 the high 
land of Tangangfoe N. E. by E. 3 or 4 
leagues. At noon came to with the coafling 
anchor in 10 fathoms water — fuft mud. 

Sandijr II. Moderate and hazy. At half- part noon the 
Hindoftan came to. At 6 weighed ^ at 9 
made the anchoring fignaj with a gun, and 
canie to with the coafting anchor in 9 fathoms 
.W'atcr, Mcttow ifland$ from N, R J’y E- to 
eafr : killed a bullock, weight 29olbs. At 
5 A.- M. weighed and made. tail. At 7 
Ihoalcd our water from 9 to | ,7. J 7 and i 4 

/atlioms 
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Remarks on Board his Majejlfs Ship Lion. 

fathoms water. At 8 came to in 7 fathoms » 793 * 
water, Mettow ifland from N. by W. to E. ^uguii. 
l>y N. At half-pall 9 weighed. • 

Light airs and fqually. At half-paft 3 P. M. Monday 
came to with the coafting anchor in 21 
fallioms water, Tangangfoc town, S. by W. 
f W. killed a bullock, weight aSylbs. A. M. 
received a prefent of provifions and vegeta- 
bles. Sailed the Clarence. 

Light breer.es and doudy. P. M. received fevc- Tnctiay t-: 

t 1 n n > • 1 1 , Off the M h 

ral hogs, llieep, &c. At 7 weighed, founded land of Tai - 
from 21 to 16 fathoms water, tacked occa- 
fionally, waflied the lower and orlop decks, 
and the lick birth with vinegar. At noon 
the Hindoflan in company. 

Light airs, inclinable to calm. P. M. 5 made'*^^^*'* 
tail. At 7 fliortencd fail and carnc to in 11 
fathoms water with the coafling anchor, eaf- 
tennoft of Mettow iHands. North, a low 
rocky point S. S. E. 3 or 4 miles. At 7 
weighed and made fail. At noon the Cla- 
rence joined ijs. 

Light breezes and cloudy. P. M. tacked occa- Thur% 15 
fioivjily.. *At half-paft 6 fhortened fail and 
came to with the coafting anchor in 9 fathoms 
water, cape Cbe^tow E. by S. Departed this^^"”^”*- 
life Philip Paynfe, feaman. At 5 A. Mrcbm- 37° 40' 

, • E e mitted 
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Remarks on Board Ms Majejlys Ship Lion. 

'793* mitted. his body to the deep, weighed and 
^ tacked occafionally. 

Frjjiy t 6 . Modcvatc and cloudy. P. M. at 2 came to \y,ith 
the coading anchor in 7 fathoms water, cape 
Chcatow N. E. A. M. at 7 the Clarence 
weighed and made fail to found. At 9 we 
weighed, foundings from | 4 to | 5 fathoms 
water, cajK Chcatow N. by W. Employed 
occafioiiallv. 

Saturiiiy 17. Light aifs. P. M. tacked occafionally. At 
half-pall 6 the weftermoll point of the land 

Coon Coon ' 

t Mand. E. N, E. — the caftcrmoft .of Coon Coon 
33 N. Sheen iflands N. W. by N. tacked' every 2 
hours. A. M. hove to and hoilled in the 
launch, killed a bullock, weight 289lbs. 
'•Hiiumian and Clarence in company, 
siin^by IS. Liight airs. At 4 P. M. in ill reef top-fails ex- 
tremes of the land to the callenvard S. E. by 
E. A. M. founded from f 13 to 16 fathoms 
water. At 7 tacked, founded in 16 fathorais 
water. KIndofian and Clarence in company. 

, MoiiJay 19. Light brec7.es and cloudy. P. M.^fent the yawl 
The , to found' to what appeared to us a Ihoal, but 
?"s."wr proved to be the reficiilions of the; clopds. 
yUa^s. At 6 extnemes of the land fromS. E. byE. 
to.W. by.S. diftant 3 leagues, tacked occa- 
'"iiOfcSvIv, and founded in 30 fathoms water. 

A. ;v[. 
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Remarks on Board his Majefly s Skip Lion, 

Teliff-JO Sea. 

% 

A. M. killed a bullock, weight aSolbs. waflx- 
cd lower and orlop-decks. Hindoftan and 
Ciurence In company. 

Dilfo vvcatlicr wiili a foutb-call fwcll. P. M. TiicfJayso. 
at 3 Iqually. At s light airs, law the land M-uui-iiu’s. 
from S. l>y W. to S. W. by W. 6 or 7 leagues. n.w.i.vN. 
At midnight cairn. At 4 A. M. light airs, 
widi a S. iv. twcll. At 6 cape Chanton, 

S. S VV*^. 19 latlioms water. Employed oc- 
cafioiully. 

Eigl'-! airs with a fouth-caft fwcll. P. M. at 3 We'i-.t'-. 

1 'ually. At 4 cape Chanton N. W. | N. 
founded in i6 fathoms water. At midnight 
clear. A. AI. employed occationally, * 

Aloderatc and clear. P. M. faw a whale, and 

‘lay 2*- 

at half- pat! 9 an cclipfe of the moon, which 
continued to half-patl 12, never being more 
tha two thirds cclipted, by which we calcu- 
lated our longitude to be 122 deg. 41 min. 
call of Greenwich.^ . 

* It appears e^dent ^om this obfervation, that thofe hifto- 
rians who havc'lreated of China were very imperfect in their 
geographical eftinaat^s ; as Pekin, which is confiderably to the 
caftward of that coafl where the t^bfervation was taken, is only 
liaied at ii6 degrees of eafl longitude ; fo that the difference if 
, almoft 7 degrees ; a cogent proof of their ignorance rcjaliive to 
interior hiffory of this empire. 

E e 2 Xiight 
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^ off China. 

*793* Light breezes and dear. P. M. at a founded 
in 22 fathoms water. At midnight founded 
fathoms water. At 4 A. M. founded 
in 19 fathoms water. At 6 made &il, and at 
8 founded in 20 fathoms water. 

Siturdayi4. Light brcczcs and clear. Tried the current and 
found it fet N. I E. 2 miles; at 8 cloudy, at 
midnight no bottom ; at 3 A. M. made fail, 
wafhed the lower and orlop decks, Hindof- 
tan and Clarence in Company. 

Sunday *5. Moderate and cldar. P. M. made fail; at 
midnight departed this life Robert Cham- 
bers, cooper ; at 2 A. M. committed the 
bbdy to the deep; at 6 faw the land bearing 
from S. by E. to'S. S. W. at 7 fcjually, at 9 
Clarence itland 6 or 7 miles bearing S. by E. 
at noon founded in 20 fathoms, 
yowiay 26. htodcralc and cloudy. At 5 P. M. extremes of 
Jackail’s ifland from weft to W. N. W. At 
,6 this life Wm. Bell, teaman; at 9 

Noffw^w. committed the body ’ to the deep. Lion 
ifland IV. Blunt Peak iflafld W».by S, in 
'7 fathtjms water. . 

Tuefdifrifi Fiefh brcczcs with rain., At i P. M. came to 
Off' Trec-a- with tlic coufling anchoi in fathoms. 
..p.n.i.L s. S. E. Xrumaa’s ilUud 

■ , SiE. 
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off China. 

S. I E. At 5 outiaunch, at 6 the cutter with 1793. 
Mr. Wiiitman went on an cmbafly to Chufan. 

A. M. frequent gufts of wind. 

Ji'refli breezes and fqually, with rain. People wcdnct. 
employed occafionally. ’ 

Squally, with rain. Departed this life Mr. TimrC. 

• Jjy 2'^, 

Wm. Cox, 4th Lieutenant, fent tlve body on 
fhore to be buried. A. M. arrived the Cla- 
rence. 

Squally, with rain, At a P. M. weighed, Friday 30, 
turning through Goff’s Paflage; at 7 an- 
chored in 1 1 fathoms, Kitto N. E. { N. At At »nch<.r 
5 A. M. weighed, at half paff 7 anchored Pw#'- 
in 10 fathoms, Kitto Poiqt N. | E. Read 
Mr.Omanny’s comraiirion as 4th Lieutenant, ^ 
and "Mr. Warren’s as adling to the ^Ihip’s 
company. 

Squally, with rain. Employed occafionally ; Saturday 31. 
fent the cutter to found and wallied the 
decks. 

Moderate and cloudy. A. M. half-paft 
weighed, working into Chufan harbour, at 
II came to with the coafting anchor in 9 
fathoms ; carried out a kedge with 4 haw- 
fqrs to warp the Ihip into the anchoring 
’ VE e 3 ’ 
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Remarks on board his Majejlys Ship Lion, 
off China, 

place ; at half paft 1 1 ^weighed. Employ'-d 
warping. 

Monday!. Frcfli brcczes and fqually, with rain at : . 

Employed warping to the kcdge ; at 2 c. ^ 
to with the heft bower in 6 fathoms, moored 

I • 

Ihip a cable each way, beft bower to the 
N. N. E. fmall bower S. S. W. center ot (he 
hill at the eafl end of Chilian town N. E. by 
E. I mile. A. M. light breezes and lair ; 
loofed fails to dry. Employed rounding the 
finall bower cable. 

Tuefajy i. Light breezes and cloudy. P. M. fent down 
royal mails and rigging, unbent the fails, and 
imrovc the running rigging. A. M. fent 
y, down lop-gallant malls. Received water. 
Light breezes and fair. Employed overhauling 
the , rigging ; at 6 A. M. fent the fick. on 
Ihorc, ftruck yards and top-mafts, fliipped 
fore and main top-malls. 

Light breezes and' cloudy. Employed over- 
hauling the top-maft rigging; received a 
bullock on board. * 

Friday 6. Light brcezes and clondy, with lightnjng in the 
S. W. People fitting the rigging afrelli. 
4- M* launch watering, killed a bullock, 
^ , * 201 lbs. 


At anchor ia 
iChuf'Fi 
harbour. 


Thnrf- 
day 5- 
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O' off China. 

aoilbs. Departed this life Richard Wclfli, i793i 
teaman ; committed his body to the deep. 

Moderate and cloudy. Employed about the Saturday^, 
top-maft ringing, received a ‘bullocks and 
105 pumpkins. A. M. employed as before, 
killed a bullock, 204lbs. walked lower or- • 
orlop decics. 

Moderate and fair. Employ'ed about the rig- Sunday 8. 
ging, killed a bullock, 2861bs. A. M. yawl 
watering, received a bullock and 4 goals. 
Punilhed a feamaa with la lathes, for 
theft. 

Light breezes and cloudy. , A. M. received Monday *9. 
water per launch, rigged the tOp-maft, killed ^ 
a bullock and 4 goats, 291 lbs. received wa- 
ter per launch and 2 bullocksi 

Moderate and cloudy, with heavy rain. A. M. Tuefday 10. 
light winds and fair. People abont the rig- 
ging and blacking the yards, caulking over 
the fide, launch watering, killed 2 bullocks, 

395 lbs. • ; • . 

Light airs' |nd cloudy. Employed overhauling wedntf- 
th^riggihg. A. M. roufed up the bell; bower 
cable and flowed flaves under it. , Departed 
this life Stepheh Pounce, feaman ; iatort A? 
the body, ' 

E e 4 Moderate 
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Remarks on Board his Majefiy s Ship Liotf^, 
in Chufan Harbour. 

1793.* Moderate and cloudy, with heavy rain. Em- 

istpwmito. . ployed as neceflary. A. M. launch and 
yawls watering. 

Friday 13. Moderate bi’cezes with rain. Employed as be- 
fore, launch and yawls watering. A. M. 
employed clearing the afMr-hold and rattling 
the top-mafl: rigging. Saluted a mandarin 
with 3 guns. 

Saturday 14. Moderate breezes with rain. P. M. employed 
in the after-hold, liiluted a mandarin with 3 
guns, and a fuperior one with 7. A. M. 
punithed a feaman with 12 lathes, for 
drunkennefs. 

Sunday 15. Jjight l.rcczes and cloudy. Arrived the Endea- 
vour Ijrig. A. M. the Endeavour fainted 
with 7 guns, returned 5 ; received water, em- 
ployed Uartlng it; fwayed up the lower 
yards, Added top-gallant and royal malts, 
rattled the lower rigging, received bread from 
the llindoftan. 

Monday 16 Mo.lcratc breezes. EmployedVatcring. 

TutUay 17. Light winds and cloudy. P. M. received bread 
from the llindoftan. A. M. fent the "launch 
^0 the Jackall’s adlllance, Ihe being on Ihore 
•.^itjiout the harbour. Efnployed ihifting the 
coals and rattling the rigging. Fired ai 

lower 
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in Chufan Harbour. 

lower d^k guns, being the Emperor of *1793. 
Ghina’s birtli-day ; killed a bullock and 4 
goats. » 

Moderate and cloudy. Launch affifling the w<antr- ’ 

‘ Jackall ; at midnight frcfli breezes and 
fqually, with violent peals of thunder and 
fierce flaflies of lightning; ftruck the royal 
malls, fccured the pumps and magazines. 

A. M. yawls watering. 

Moderate and cloudy. Yawls watering, got Thmt 

^ ^ (Jay 

royal malls upon deck, llruck yards, top- ^ 

mails and top -gallant-malls. A. M. people 
employed oc(alionally ; received from the , 
Hindollan beef and pork. 

Light breezes and clear. Employed* in the 

after-hold, caulkers on the larboard fide, re- 
ceived on board beef from the Hindollan, 
and water per launch. 

Light breezes and clear. Employed flowing Saturf^ii. 
the after hold ; launch and yawls watering, 
reedved frolh the Hindollan beef and pork. 

A. M. received from ditto beef, oatmeal, 
an^ Hour ; cooper repairing the heads of the 
calks. Scraped the larboard fide. 

Light breezes and’cloudy. Employed ^^W'ng.s<«i»y **• 
away provifions, coopers as before. A. M. 
cleared haufe, launch watering. 

Light 


-.1 
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' in Cbufan Harbour, 

»79> Light brcezcF and cloudy. Caulkers as be- 
St-picmlrr. fore. A. i>I. punillied a fcaiuan with 
ttouuajf.s. 1 a ladies, for infolence. Coopers and 
caulkers as before, launch and yawls 
watering. Received bread from the Hin- 
duilan. 

TucCjay J4, Light breezes and cloudy. Caulkers on the lar- 
board fide, received peas from the Hindoflan, 
received water. Painters about the fiern. 
A. M. received pork, beef, oatmeal, and 
flour, from the Hindoftan. 

I ^ 

f’^eth gales riiid fqually. • People and painters 
as before. , A. M. employed feraping the 
fides, received 4 bullocks, killed 2, weight 
426Tbs. 

■yhur^ Frefh gales and fqually. People and painters, 
as before. A. M. received rum from- the 
Hindoftan, received water on board. 

FiiJayi?. Moderate and fair. Received beef and pork 
from the Hindoftan, painters about the fides, 
caulkers, and fail-makers em^floyed, people in 
the hold, received a bullock, killed 2, weight 
43albSr A. M. received from the Hinobftan 
beef, porki fuet, and vinegar. Launch and 
y^wls watering. 

smvdavis. Moderate and fair. Painters as .before, lail- 
piakers repairing the Clarence fails, received 

, peafe. 
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pcafe, oatmeal, and flour from the Hindof- 179V 
tan. A.. M. received vinegar, beef, and 
pork, from the Hindoftan, and water per 
yawls. 

Frelh breezes and cloudy., P. M. completed Sunday 19, 
the holds, received 3 bullocks, killed 3, 
weight 37 libs, received from the Hindofian 
beef, pork, fuct, and vinegar. A. M. yawls 
watering. 

Froth breezes and cloudy. Gunners painting Monday 
the guns. A. M. carpenters repairing the 
launch on Ihorc, people pointing the ends of 
the cables, received bread from the Hindof- 
tan, ferved vinegar to. the people. 

Moderate and fair. Gunners as beware,; car- oaoVr. 
penters repairing the launch, killed two bul- 
locks, 3 1 libs, fet up the fore and main rig- 
ging. A- M. fail-makers as before. 

Moderate' and cloudy, with rain. Received 8 Wtdnct. 
bullocks, 1 6 goats, -and 700 bundles of wood, *’ 
falutcd a mandarin with 7 guns, received 
wood from the Hindoftan. A. M. coopers 
"leaking empty calks ; yawls \valering, killed 
3, bullocks, 3671115. 

Moderate and cloudy with rain. . Carpenters Thurfday j, 
repairing the ’launch, killed 2 bullocks, 
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in Chujan Harbour,, 

1793. ^ ’05lbs. coopers as before. A. M. received 3 

bullocks, fcrapcd lower gun-deck, yawls 
, watering. 

<t- Frefh breezes and cloudy^ Carpenters lining 
the lower dock ports and repairing the launch, 
cleared haule, received w'ater, killed 2 bul- 
locks, weight 307lbs. •' . 

satiirday 5. Frelh brcczcs and cloudy. Employed working 
np junk, carjienters as before, caulkers caulk- 
ing the launch’s bottom. A. M. rain. Em- 
ployed working up junk, killed z bullock?, 
30olbs. redeived water per yawls. 

Sunday 6 . Frcfh brcezcs and cloudy. Carpenters, caul- 
kers, and fail-makers as before,; received 
watei;; per yawls> killed a bullock, 241 lbs. 
A. M. received on board a bullock, cleared 
haute. 

Monday 7. Moderate and fair. Caulkers on lowet-gun 
i. deck, received 4 bullocks. A. M. received 
water per, yawl, wafhed and Tmoked lower 
gun deck, carpenters repairing the launch, 
fail-makers retiring the forefail, caulkers 
du board the Clarence, killed a bollocks, 
43’‘^bs. 

Taefflays. Moderate and fair. Caulkers and tail-makers 
as*^ before, received 2 bulloc*k.8,, killed i.,wt 4 ght 
. a73lbs. A* M. emploped watering,, furvey- 
2 cd 
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ed the gunner's ilores, the ficlt returned on^ 1793. 
board. *Sber. 

Liglit breezes and fair. Carpenters lining lower vvcanct 
deck ports. A. M. fwayed up top-mafis, , 
lower yards, and top-gullant^niafis. Sail- 
makers as before, killed a bullock, aaSlbs. 

Light breezes and fair. Employed felting up Thuii. 
the top-mall rigging, coopers repairing bana- 
coes, received water per yawls., A. M. clear- 
. ed haufe, killed 2 bullocks, 24olb3 
Light breezes jind fair. P. M. fent a parly to Friday ip 
bring olF the launch. A. M. rove the run- 
ning rigging and bent the tails, iail-makcrs 


making hammocks, received wood, killed, a 
bullock, ziylbs. yawls watering. ^ 

Moderate and fair; P. M. reafived 2 bullocks satuiflay 
and 4 goats, killed 2 bullocks, 479lbs. The 
grand ipa-ndarin paid us a vilit, fainted him 
with 7 guns on his coming on board and 
leaving the lliip, manned Ihip at his palling. 

A. M. employed getting ready for fea. 

Mojierat* and fair. Received 4 bnllocks^d 8 n- 
goats. A. M. unmoored fliip, employed 
watering ; at x i weighed the finall bower, 

’and. fliifted 2 cables length further ‘dovrti, 

^and came to in 6 fathoms, received 2 bul- 
locks. 
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locks, and killed orie of tliem, weight 2381bs. 

' Sailed the Endeavour and Jackall. 
taondajr 14. Light breezes and cloudy. Received wood and 
2 bullocks, killed i, weight 2931113. fail- 
makers as before ; departed this life Thomas 
Addifon, feaman ; interred the body, 
oefday 15. Moderate and cloudy. Caulkers on the main 
deck. A. M. killed a bullock, weight 
234 lbs. 

Light breezes and fair. Sent 16 invalids on 
board the Hindoftan. A. M. punillied a 
feaman with 12 laihes, for riotous behavi- 


WediKf- 

\ 


our. ^ 

Tiiurf- Moderate and clear. Saluted. a mandarin with 

f }py ly, l|. 

• 7 guns, returned the Hindoftan’s falutc with 
9 : at 5 weighed, found the anchor flock 
gone ; half-pall five came to with the coafting 
anchor in 19 fadioms, Deer Illand N. by W; 
A. M. half-paft 9 weighed, turning towards 
Kitto Point, carpenters employed making an 
anchor llocL 

Modei^e and . deaf. P. M. at 3 funping 

r through Goff’s Paliage ; at 4 faluted a man- 
darin with 4, guns on his leaving the Ihip ; 
'half-paft i' came to with the coafting anchor 
in 7 fathoms, Buffalo’s Nofe S. W. by Wj 

hoifted 
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off China. ' 

hoiflcd in the launch, killed 2 bullocks ‘ 

462lbs. A. M. at half-paft 6 weighed and 
made fail, Clarence in company; at noon 
Patchacock ifland N. W. | N. 7 or 8 miles. 

Frelli breezes and cloudy. Half-paft noon ex- Saturday 19. 
tremes of Hefan iflands from S. W. by W. 
to S. W. by Si at 6 in 2d reefs, at 10 in 3d 
reefs : at noon the Clarence in company. 

Frefh breezes and cloudy. P. M. at 2 out 3d Sunday 10. 
and 2d reefs ; ftrong breezes, at nine in 3d 
reefs. A. M. killed a bullock, 224lbs. at 9 
lowered the top-fails to keep, the Clarence 
a-hcad ; fail-makers making a covering for 
the pinnace : at noon Clarence in company. 

Frefh breezes. P. M. at 2 hoided the top- Monday *i.' 
fails, at 6 fpoke the Clarence, at 5 A. M. out 
3^ reefs, at 10 faw 6 junks, at noon feveral 
junks in fight ; carpenters flocking the heft 
bower anchor, Clarence in company. 

Frefli breezes and cloudy. P. M. at ^out adTuefday**. 
rlfefs. A. M. at j6 faw Pedro Blanco N. by 
E. I E. at noon the wed: end of the great 
Lama N. by* W. eaft end N. by N. 
armourbrs at the forge. ^ 

Ditto weather. P. IVJ. at 4 the body 'of the weduef- 
Jfland of Tarlow Chow N. N. W. fhortened 
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October. 
At anchor 
^ofF Maca'', 
j among i he 
Ladrones 


fail and came to with the coafting anchor iri 
6 1 ; fent the Clarence to Macao. A. M. at 
9 weighed and made fail ; at noon came to 
with the coafting anchor in 8 fathoms. Tar- 
low Chow N. by E. | E. Macao town 
W. N. VV, 7 or 8 miles. 


Thurf- Ditto weather. Yawls watering. A. M. gun- 
ners flretehing breeching ftiifF, coopers re- 
pairing banaet'es; 

Friday 15. Ditto wcathci*. Yawls watering. A. M. fqually; 
coopers as before. 


Saturdayid. Frclh btcczes and cloudy. Yawls watering, fail- 
makers making coats for tlie mafis. AM.yawls 
as before, Ihewed our colours to a Ihip in the 
offijig, cleared the boatfwain’s liore-room. 
Sunday ay. Ffclh brcczcs and fair. Yawls watering. A. M. 
’.'employed occalionally. 

Monday ,18. flight breezes and pleafant weather. P. M., 
the Clarence anchored clofe to us; paiTed 
us the Wathington, American thip. A. M. 
fail^makers covering man-ropes, and otHIr 
jobs. ‘ 

Tuefday ij. Ditto Weather. Yawls watering*; .at S failed 

the Clarence for Macao. A. M. at 6 

✓ 

weighed, found theflock of the coailing an- 
bhor gone, made ^1, fialf-paft 9 Ihortened 

fail 
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fail and came to with the heft bower in lo 
fathoms, Tarlow Chow N. W. by W. | W. 
Sam Coke N. W. f N. carpenters fitting a 
new anchor frock, a fwell E. S. E. At noon 
weighed and made fail, fail-makers as before. 

Light breezes and pleafant weather. Half-pall 
12 found the fore-top-mafl fprung, down 
top-gallant-yard and maft upon deck, fhort- 
enedfail. At 4 came to with the befl. bower 
in 10 fathoms water, Tarlow Chow E. N. E. 
down fore-top-mafl, fent the pinnace and 
yawl on fervice, carpenters fifhing the fore- 
top-mafl, and cutting another fid hole, wafhed 
lower gun-deck. 

Frelh breezes and foggy. Carpenters as before, 
fwayed the fore-top-mafl and end, and flatted 
the top-mall rigging. A. M. Added the top- 
mafl, and fet up the rigging; carpenters 
making a coalling a,nchor Hock, the boats 
returned on board, anchored a fchooneir with 
hands for us. , 

Ditto weather. Swayed up the fore-yard. 
A. M. fwayed Up top-gallant-malls, carpen- 
ters as before, fail-makers repairing the main- 
fail. . ■ 


Oaober. 


Wdntf- 
day 30. 
OIF Macao, 
among the 
Ladrones. 


Yhutf- 

dajr 


November. 
Friday i. 


F# 


MoSei/atc 
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the Ladrones. 

Moderate and fair. P. M. at 4 arrived a fhip 
. November, from the N. N. E. which fhewed French co- 
„ lours, fent the boats after her, cut the beft 

bower cable and made fail, fired a fhot to 
bring her to. At 6 fhe run into the Typer, 
hauled our wind to port, tacked occafional- 
ly : at half-paft 7 came to with the coafting 
anchor in 5 fithoms water, Macao town W. 
by N. 3 miles, Tarlow Chow 7 or 8 miles : 
at 9 the boats returned. A. M. at 5 fent an 
officer to Macao. Departed this life Stephen 
Smart, quarter^mafter : at 8 committed his 
body to the deep : half-paft 9 weighed and 
made fail, turning towards the buoy of the 
belj bower, coopers packing empty Haves. 

Sunday j. Moderate and feir. P. M. at half-paft noon 
fhortened fail and came to with tlie coaHiug 
anchor in our old birth ; eroidoyed creeping 
for the end of the beft bower cable, and get- 
ting it entered hove Ihort on it. A. M. hove 
up the beft bower. 'Ilalf-p^ 8 weighed the 
coafting anchor and made fail ; walhed lower 
and orlop decks. At noon the‘body»of Tar- 
low Chow, E. by S. 6 miles. 

M(«day 4. Light airs and cloudy. At^ AflesEars S. |W. 

* ‘6 Iniles. A. M, at 9 frelh breezes and 

doudy: 
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cloudy fpllt the fore-fail, clewed it up to 
repair, rove double flieets and proper tacks. Kovcmber, 
Ditto weather. At 6 Pedro Blanco N. N. E.Tuerd»yj.^ 
A. M. at 3 in 2d reefs. At 7 Iplit the main- 
top-tail, clewed it up to repair. Half-pat! 7 
tacked down top-gallant-yards, carried away 
the mizen-top-fail-yards, unbent the tail, 

Iheeted home main-top-fail. At noon got up 
a jury mizen-top-fail-yard, and fet the fail. 
Carpenters making a mizen-top-fail-yard. 

Moderate and cloudy. P. M. unbent the fore* Wednec- 
fail and bent another $ founded in 23 fathoms ^ ** 
water. At midnight in 3d reefs, and furled 
mizen-top-fail. At 3 A. M. fet the mizen- 
top-fail; fail-makers making a new, main- 
top-tail out of two fprit-fail courfes. Half- 
pat! 10 tacked out 3d reefs. At noon got ' 
up a proper mizen-top-fail-yard. P*dro 
Blanco, £. S. E. 7 miles. 

Ditto weather. P. M. unbent the mizen toThurfiiyy. 
repair, fail-makers as before, and repairing 
the fore-fail. A. M. tacked occafidnally^ 
Freth-breeies and cloudy. P. M. at 8 morcFHii^ 
moderate, out 2d reefs. At midnight tack- 
ed, A. M. carried away the jib-day and 
* F f 2 . ' haul-’ 
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t)93. haul-yards, fpliced them : carpenters making 
a machine to make rope with. 

^Saturday 9. Ditto weathcr. P. M. at 4 unbent the new 
fore-fail, and bent the old one. At 2 A. M. 
carried away the jib-tack, repaired ditto. At 
5 carried away the main-top-gallant-flieet, 
fpliced ditto, employed making a rope. 

Sunday lo. Ditto vVeatlicr'. P. M. at 6 in ad reefs ; at 7 
found the fore-top-maft Iprung 5 feet above 
the cap, in 3d reef forc-top-fail, down forc- 
top-gallant-yard and maft. A. M. flrong 
gales, down main and mizen-top-gallant- 
yards ; at 4 in 4tli reef forc-top-fail : at noon 
fqually, furled the mizen-top-fail. 

Monday ii.'Frefti galcs and cloudy. P. M. at 4 wore Ihip : 

at 6 llrong gales and hazy, with a heavy lea, 
handed fore- top-fail; at 8 heavy gales, handed 
main-top-fail, Iplit the main-fail, fet main- 
llay-fail, and handed part of the niain-liiil, 
the remainder having bloVvn from the yard : 
at 9 fet main-top-fail; at^half-pafr 9 fet 
mizeh- top-fail : at A. M. fplit main-top-fail,' 
furled- it, balanced and fet mizbn ; at 3 fet 
itorra, fore and mizen-ftay-fail : at 6 fplit 
main-llay-fail, hauled it^down to repair : at 
fialt-paft 8 fet fore-top-fail, clofe reefed, un- 

•bent 
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Jiemarks on Board kis MajeJ/s Ship Lion, 
off the Ladrones. 

bent main-top-fail, and font it down : at ’i793' 
noon a heavy fea. 

Frcfti gales and cloudy, P. M. at ^ unbent Tuefday w! 
the remainder of the main-fail, bent another 
inain-top"fail, and fet it clofe reefed. At 6, 
furled the fore^fail, bent another main-fail, 
and furled it. A. M. at 5 out 4th and 3d 
reefs fore-top-fail, and 3d reef main-top-fail, 
fet mizen -top- fail, faw the land N. W. by W. 
loofed courfes. At 8 found the main top- 
maft fprung in the cap, out zd reef mizen- 
top-fail. At noon the eaft end of the Great 
Lama, E. N. E. Affes Ears W. S, W. fwayed 
up fore-top-gallant-raaft. 

Light breezes and fair. P, M. at 4 out all 
reefs: at 7 fhortened fail and came to with .* 
the coafting anchor in 16 fathoms water, 
Cockerpow N. W. by W. A. M. at 9, 
weighed and made fail : at 1 1 in zd reefs,, 
tacked Ibip. At noon the Grand Ladroue,. 

W. by E. a Ifeavy fwell. • 

Freth breezes and clear. At i came w itli Thut«^ 

■ » • r 1 I H* 

the coafting anchor in 13 fathoms water, the 
Grand Lama, W. S. W. A. M. at 6 weigh- 
ed and made M \ : at 10 fhortened -fiiil and • 

F f 3 came- 
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Remarks on Board his Maje^'s Ship Lioitf 
off the Ladroues. 

i793« came to with the coafting anchor in ' 7 i 
fathoms water, Tarlow Chow, N. N. E. 
vs. Ditto weather. P. M. at 4 weighed and made 
fail ; at half-paft 4 came to with the coading 
anchor in 7 fathoms water, Sam Coke, E. § S. 
A. M. half-paft 6 weighed and dood into 
Sam Coke. At 7 came to with the coafting 
anchor in 6 J fathoms water, Sam Coke, 
E. S. E. I mile, got fore and main- top-gal- 
lant-mafts upon decks ; yawls watering. 
^Siturday 16. Freth breezes and hazy with rain. Sent the 
main-top-maft down, and another up ; car- 
penters making a fore-top-maft out of the 
old main one, fent down the fore-top-maft, 
and cut it up, it being unterviceable in its 
proper uie. A. M. Added main-top-maft, 
and twayed up the yard : employed making 
rope. 

Susday 17. Fielh hreezes with rain. Carpenters converting 
the main-top-maft into a fore one. A. M. 
arrived* the Clarence. ‘ 

Monday iS. Moderate and cloudy. Dried ftiils,i yawls wa- 
tering, ftvayed up top-gallant-mafts, and let 
up the rigging ; yawls watering. 

ToeHiy 19. Moderate and hazy. • P. M. yawls as before, 
caipenters repairing the Clarence boat, tail- 

makers 
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off Macao. 

njakers repairing the fore-fail, people making ^793. 
rope, failed the Clarence. A. M. rove new 
fore and main-top-fail-braces : yawls water- 
ing. 

Frcth breezes and fair. P. M. at 5 loofed and wejnef. 

day zOt 

hoilled top-fails, fired 4 ihot to bring to a 
veffel in fliore, the fhevved Englifii colours, 
fent a boat on board her. A. M. rauftered 
at quarters, found the ftiip driving, dropt the 
beft bower, carpenters repairing the yawl. 

Freth breezes and cloudy. P. M. at i fired a Thurf- 

^ , day zit 

Ihot and brought to a brig under American 
colours, font an officer to examine her pa- 
pers, and found the belonged to the ifie of 
France, named the Emilia, DumifianQRou- 
fell, merchants on the laid ifiand, lafi from 
the N. W. coaft of America, with 271 fur 
fkins on board ; detained her as a prize, fent 
a petty officer and 7 men to take charge of 
her. At half-pafi; weighed the beft bower. 

A. M. at 5 the prize fired 3 mufquets, fent a 
boat on board her, found her driving, fecured 
, her witk hawfers, &c. At 8 found our fhip 
driving, dropt our beft bower ; the yawl that 
was aftern of the prize was loft, th^ officer# 
brought her ftern on board. 

F f 4 Frefh • 
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Remarks oh hoard his Majejlfs Ship Lion, 
off Macao. 

1793* Frefh breezes. P. M. at 4 hove upthe befl: 

'kovot^. bower, employed making rope. A. M. 

.Friday aa. found the thip driving, dropt the bell bower. 

Half-p^ 7 llruck ,top-gallant-mafts, made 
the hawler, the prize was riding by fall to 
the Ihip through the gun-room port for- 
ward. 

Saturday as-Frclh galcs and cloudy. P. M. employed 
working up junk : at 5 anchored the Cla- 
rence. A. M. the Clarence drove, with 3 
anchors, a head; &U-makcrs repairing the 
fore-fail. 

Sunday .4. Frcfti brcezes and clear. Sail-makers repairr 
ing the main-fail, the Clarence weighed her 
ancl^rs, font her under the lee of.Tarlow 
Chow for Iheltcr. A. M. miillered at quar- 
ters. 

Monday sy. Frclh brcczcs and clear. People employed oc- 
calionally. A. M. weighed the bell bower, 
and parted the coalling cable, let go the linall 
bower, yawl, and pinnace ereeping for tlie 
end of tlie cable. Call off the pr;ze. 

Tuefday x6. Moderate and clear. Received 9 feiunen and 
a boy from the Clarence, yawl and pinnace 
a^bqjore, lail-makers repairing courles'. De- 
parted this life Thomas Steward, feaman. 

A.‘M. 
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Thurf. 
day it. 


Remarks on Board his Majefifs Ship Uon, 
off Macao. 

• 

A. M. committed the body of the deceafed * 1793. 
to the deep. 

Moderate and clear. P. M. yawls and pinnace 
as before, creeping for the end of the Aiblc, 
which they got ; employed fecuring it. A. M. 
failed the prize brig for the T)rper, to land 
the prifoners at Macao. 

Light breezes and fair. P. M. at 5 hove up 
the beft bower and warped the fhip to the 
coafting anchor, got the end of the cable on 
board, and weighed the anchor, made tail. 

At half-pafl: 5 came to with the l)eft bower 
in 7 1 fathoms water, Sam Coke, E. by S. z 
miles. A. M. yawls watering, bent the 
coatling cable, the inner end to the* anclior, 
wathed below. Arrived the Emilia. • 

Moderate and cloudy. P. M. at 3 weighed Friday *9. 
and Hood in for the watering itland, but fal- 
ling little* wind came to a^in with the beft 
bower in 5 fathoms water, Sam Coke, E. by S. 
M-makers* repairing the courfest A. M. 
yawls watering. 

Prelh breezes and cloudy. P. M. at 3 weighed Saturdayjis. 
and ftood nearer to Sam Coke. At 4 came 
to with the beft bower in 6 ftithoms water, 
a body 
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Remarks on Board his Mtjefy's Ship Lion, 
in Chufan Harbour. 

*793* * body of Sam Coke, E. by S. i mile. A. M. 
iiaycd the mads, and let up the rigging. 

*• Frefh breezes and cloudy. Small boats water- 
* ing, fail-makers repairing courfes. A. M. 

caulkers about the water ways. 

MoBdajr Frelh breezes and cloudy. Employed occa- 
fionally. A. M. employed knotting yarns 
and making rope, fail-makers repairing main- 
top-fail. People ^ployed occafionally. 

TmOsy}. Frelh breezes and cloudy. Small boats water- 
ing the Clarence. A. M. hoifted out the 
launch, lent a kedge anchor and hawler on 
board the prize; carpenters repairing the 
.pinnace. 

Moderatb breezes. Employed making rope, 
. failed the prize from the Typer. A. M. 
frelh gales and hazy. Sail-makers repairing 
the main-top-fail. Sailed the Clarence. 

Timriai^j. Moderate and hazy. Employed as before. 

A. M. fmall rain, fwayed up top-gallant- 
maft. At 1 1 the Clarence arrived from the 
Typer, with Ibme Englilh leamen»from_the 
Emilia prize, fent the boat on board and 
took them out. 

Fr% 6. Light bree«ies and thick foggy father. Launch 
watering, carpenters repairing the boats. 

A. M. 
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Remarks on hoard his Majefiy's Ship Lm^- 
off Linton yiand^ 

A. M. half-pail 8 weighed and made ikil, 11793. 
tacked occalionally ; pafled by 3 Dutch 
Ihips. > 

Moderate breezes and plea&nt weather. M. satui% 7.’ 
at z tacked, half-pall 3 came to with the belt 
bower in 14 fathoms water, the north end of 
Linton illand, N. by W. fouth end E. N. E. 
anchored the Clarence. A. M. walhed 

decks, tailed the Clarence. 

Light airs and clear. Launch watering, re- Sundays: . 

ceived 3 bullocks. A. M. killed them, : 

weight 5i3lbs. launch watering. 

Light airs and cloudy. P. M. received 1 1 bul- Monday^ ^ 
locks, killed 4, weight 689lbs. A. M. llruck 
main-top-gallant-mall, and lowerzd the 

main-yard, lifted the main rigging, to ^lice 
one of the Ihrouds, it being llranded in the 
wake of the fervice ; fent the yawl on board 
the Warley Indiaman in the olBng. 

Moderate and hazy. Employed fitting theTucCbyto. 
main Ihrouds, A. M. pafled by .the War- 
ley for Canton, employed flaying the main- 
maft and fetting up the rigging, anchored 
the Clarence. A. M. fwayed up the main- 
yard and rattled the rigging, 

4 Li^t . 


V 
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Remarks on Board his Mdjejiys Ship Liott^ 
off Bocca Tigris. 

^793.* Light breezes and clear. P. M. lail-makera 
making Ikreens for the fore hatchway, failed 
Clarence. A, M. received water per 
launch, caipenters repairing the cutter. 

Thurf. Light breezes and dear. P. M. received wood 
and 6 buHodts. A. M. launch watering, 
* fwayed up royal mafts, people making nip- 
pers and rope, painters employed painting 
the cabin and cutter ; arrived the Clarence, 
wday 13. Light airs and fine. P. M. received water, 
A. M. at 6 weighed and made fail, as did the 
Clarence, running towards the Bocca Tigris. 
Half-pafi; 9 indinable to: be calm, Ihortened 
. fail, and came to with the befi; bower in 6 
fathoms waiter, veered § a cable toe entrance 
of Bocca Tigris, N. N. W. 

Sata>da7i4. Fme weather. At 3 P. M. weighed and made 
fail, tacked occafionallj. At 7 in tacking 
touched toe ground, run the after guns for- 
ward, hoified out the boats to tow, lent a. 
boat to* found round the toip* ’ Half-pafi: 7 
toe Clarence anchored on our hrb^ard bow, 
carried out a hawfer to. her, and hove on it, 
but finding her anchors came home, fent 
do^ royal and top- gallant-yards and royal 
mafis on decks, firuck top-gallant>mafis, 

fiirled^ 
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Remarks on Board his Majejifs Ship Lion) off 
Bocca Tigris. 

furled the fails, barred the ports in fore and 

dftj jftoclcccl the codfiin^ ftnchorj And bent December, 

the flreatn cable to it, when a-ground the 
body of Langute, S. W. | weft, the north 
eaftermoft of Sanaa Chow iflands, N. by W. 
the fouth weftermoft W. S. W. at dead low 
water having 15 feet the Ihip heeled to port. 

A. M. employed ftarting water, carried out 
the coaftiiig anchor to the S. E. and hove a 
iftrain, but could not move her, ftarted more 
water. Half paft 1 1 the Clarence weighed 
and anchored on our larboard, killed 5 bul- 
locks, weight 64olbs. 

Light breejses and pleafant weather. P. M. Sunday 15. 
the Clarence hauled along-fide and received 
our fmall bower anchor and 2 cables, flipt 
the end from the hawfe, and took it in at 
the larboard ftern port. Half-paft 3 the 
Clarence hauled off and laid the anchor to 
the eaftward, hove taut : at | flood flipt the 
ftream, and hove off to the eaftward in 6 
fathoms water. A. M. Added top-gallant and 

royal, mafts, fwayed up the yards, Clarence 
weighing the coafting anchor. 

Light breezes and fine weather. Haul^ the Monday i<. 
Clarence along-fide and took the’’ crofting 

anchor 
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»793' anchor from her. A. M. at 7 weighed and 
made fail, half-paft came to with the heft 
bower in 5 ^thorns water, moored fhip, the 
north fort at the entrance of Bocca Tigris, 
N. Ibuth fort N. W. by N. a fmall rocky 
ifland at the entrance, N. N. W. received 
I733lbs. of beef. 

Ti)e(3*7 17. Light breezes and fine weather. Punifhed a 
feaman with 12 lathes, for theft, exercifed 
great guns, fail-makers making a quarter- 
deck awning. 

*7^ Light breezes. Received water. A. M. fail- 
makers as before, gunners thumming a fereen 
for the magazine, faluted a mandarin of the 
ftrft order with 3 guns on his coming on 
board< 

Thnrfdayij Weather as yefterday. Saluted a mandarin 
with 3 guns on his leaving the fhip, pafTed 
by a fhip under Englifh colours. A. M. ar- 
rived 4 fhips bound to Canton, viz. Ceres, 
Abergavenny, Ofterly, and Lord Thurlow j 
fent a boat on board them. 

Frida/ 20. light breezes and clear. ' People making ftop- 
pers, fail-makers repairing the "Clarence’s 
fore-top-fail, exercifed the guns. 

Sttuida/at. Mo<^pite and cloudy. Got the guns ouf^^of 

. th^ ca‘bbin,'completed 6 on the quarter deck 

and 
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Remarks on Board his MajeJ^s Sifj^ioH. 

and z on the fore-caftle. A. M. half-paft 9 1793. 
weighed with a pilot on board to take us up 
the river, received io3lbs. freth beef. , 

Light breezes and cloudy. Employed working Sunday 
through the Bocca Tigris, 2 forts faluted us 
with 3 (guns each, we returned equal number, 
they llkcwife difplaycd the colours over the 
guns and drew themfelves up in ranks : at 5 
Ihortened tail, and came to with the fmall 
bower in 5 tathoms water, veered | of a ca- 
ble the north point of Sketop ifland N. N. W. 
a pagoda on the faid itland N. W. A. M. 
fail-nukers making a poop awning, people 
making ftoppers. 

Light breezes and clear. P. M. weighed and Mondqr tj. 
made fail, half-paft pail 2 anchored ^th tlfe 
fmall bower in 6 J fathoms, veered | of a 
cable, the north point of Sketop itland 
N. N. W. I W. A. M. at 3 weighed, out At anchor 
all boats to tow, which were allitled by 19 river. 
Chinele boats with another tow-rope; half- 
paft 3 eroffed the bar between 2 lines of 
boats, full of lights ; half paft 7 came to with 
the fnjaJl bower in 6 ^thorns, veered away 
and moored Ihip S. W. by S. and N. E. by N. 

•^cable on the fmall bower to the ebb and | a 
cable to the flood, a fquare pagoda IS. E. off 

Ihore 
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Remar ^ oj Board his Majefiy's Ship Uou, iit 
' Wampoa River. 

fhore I \ cable, Wampoa town W. S. W. 2 
Dtccmber. miles, found here the Hindoftan, Royal 
Charlotte, Ofterley, Ceres, Earl of Aberga- 
venny, and Lord Thurlow, Englilh India- 
men ; Jackall, Company’s marine, and 2 
Americans ; received on board wood. 

TucHay 14. Light brcezes and clear. P. M. employed oc- 
cafionally. A. M. read Mr. Omannqy’s 
cominiflion from the Lords of the Admiralty 
as 5th Lieutenant, but as Lieut. Cox’s com- 
miflion was vacant. Captain Gower ordered 
him to aft as 4th ; read the order, and Mr. 
Tippet’s afting order as 5th, likewife Mr. 
Warren’s as 6 th; alfo the articles of war, and 
' Capt. Gower’s orddrs to the fliip’s company ; 
wathed decks, arrived the Glatton. 

WcAicf- Light breezes and clear. People employed oc- 
cafionally. A. M. received 71 5lbs. of frelh 
. beef : at noon part of the foldiers that at- 
tended the AmbalTador to Pekin returned on 
board. 

Thorf. Light brfiezes and . clear. P. M. and A. M. 

Jay x6. ® . , , ■ 

carpenters fiking fpare cabbins undsj; the half 
deck. 

WJay ty. Light btcczes and hazy. P. M. employedllc- 
‘ caffiou^lly. A. M. people making rope, 

cawe 
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Remarks oa Board his Majejlys ShtfJhe Lion, 
in fVampoa river. 

came along-fide feveral country boats with • »793* 
the Ambaflador’s baggage, and 13 cheftsof ^ 
prefents for the lliip’s company from the Em- 
peror of China. 

Moderate and cloudy, P. M. received water, Saturday »». 
employed flawing the Ambaffador’s wine, 
punifhed 2 feamen with 1 2 lathes each, for 
difobedience of orders; and 4 ditto with iz 
lathes each, for difobedience and druakcu- 
nefs. 

Light breezes and hazy. Employed tlowing SmJay 
the after-hold. A. M. received 395lbs. 
freth beef. 

Light breezes and hazy. P. M. manned thip Monday je. 
for his Excellency Vifeount Macattney, as 
did the Hindottan and Clarence: his Ex" 
cellency was cheered by all the Ihips as he 
patTed ; at z he came on board, at 5 he left 
the thip. A. M.. employed fleeting the rig- 
ging, punithed 2 feamen with iz lathes 
each, for difobedience of orders. 

Light bfe^cs and fair. Employed' fetting up Tuefday 31. 
rigging, and in tlie after-hold, cleared haufe, 
fent 13 calks of beef and 7 of pork on board 
the Hindottan.* A. M. arrived tlje Lord* 
Walflngbam from England, fent 30'calks of. 

’ G g beef 
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Remark^^oard hh Majefiy’s Ship the Uofit 
in IVampoa River. 

' beef and 25 of pork on board the Warley, 
January. employed in the h^. 

^ay "if' Light breezes and fair. Employed in the hold, 
fent 13 calks of beef and 7 of pork on board 
the Hindollan. 

Thurfday *. Moderate and cloudy. P. M. employed as be- 
fore. A. M. carpenters nailing battin in the 
hold to How Haves over, coopers fetting up 
calks. 

Friday 3. Fyelh breezes and fair. P. M. employed in the 

V' holds, fell ovei'board and was drowned Alex- 

ander Ramfay, feaman. A. M. employed 
‘ in the hold. 

Saturday 4. Light aits and clear. Arrived the Hawke and 
Exetei" from England. A. M. people em- 
ployed occalionally, arrived the Henry Dun- 
das from England. 

Sunday 5. Light airs and clear. People as neceflary, re- 
ceived a boat load of water, arrived a Spa- 
nilh Ihip, received a top-maft from the Ceres 
Indiaman. A. M. employed’ in the after- 
hold, walhed lower gun decks. 

Monday 6 . Light brcczcs and lair. Employed in the after- 
hold, coopers repairing banacocs, punilhed 
a dragoon with la lalhes'^ for difobedience 
of orders, riotous behaviour, and drunken- 
nefe. 

3 Mode- 
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Remarks on Board his Majefiy's ^i/thelJony 
in Wampoa River. 

Moderate and cloudy. Received 3o64lbs. of 1794. 
bread and Ibine of the Amballador’s ba^f^age. 

A. M. bent fails, punilbcd 2 teamen with la » 
laflies each, for theft, and a marine with 12 Tuefdaj»7. 
lathes, for infftence. 

Moderate and cloudy. Fmployed as nccctTary. 

A. M. employed getting the baggage belong- 
ing to the Ambatlador and fuite on board, 
received on board wood. 

Light breezes and fair. Manned thip and fa- ThurWny 5. 
luted Lord Macartney with 1 5 guns on his 
cottling on board, his fuite likewiie embark- 
ed, employed getting in the baggage. A. M. 
cleared haute, and unmoored fhip ; at. 1 1 
weighed the tmall bower, and dro{)t a little 
lower down the river, and came to with the 
Imall bower, received i6®3lbs. of frcfh beef. 
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E WORDS. 

CHINESE. 

English. 

Tongau .... 

Sugar. 

Pyto’ng .... 

. Ditto, moill. 

Pyntong^ .... 

Sugar-candy. 

Swee 

Water. 

Ijyangfwcc . . 

Ditto, cold. 

Kiefwee • . . 

Ditto, hot. 

Pynfwee . . . . 

Ditto, ice. 

Man-toa . . . . 

Bread. 

Tchau 

Tea. 

Ttchau-woo . . 

Tea-pot. 

Tchce-tanna (in the\ _ 

• 

northern provinces) 


Kee-tanna (tn thejbutb- 

^ Ditto 

em provinces) 


■Yien ..... 

. Tobacco. 

Yien-die .... 

. Tobacep-pipe. 

Jee-au . . . . 

. Fowls. 

Yaut-zau ... 

. Ducks. 

Rice. 


♦ / 
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CHINESE. 

engi.ishT=: 

Ly-fau (in the northern'^ 

'■Rice. 

provinces) j 

Faun-na (in thofe ahouty^ 


Hontchew province) j 


Mee (fouthern provinces) Ditto. 

Joo-au 

Wine. 

Samtchoo, or Sowtchoo Spirits. 

Yeu 

X<oa-boo .... 
Ghutz-yau . . . . 

Jiihimau . . . . j 

Filh. 

Turnips. 

Pepper. 

["To alk the name of a 

thing or place. 

Chou-au .... 

Goodk 

Boo-chou . . ... 

Badii 

Yinna 

Salt. . 

it-zie 

General tewn f<^'gre«is. 

^annau 

Coals. 

Yoong 

A* hawk. 

Pyeng 

Soldier. 



Ice. 

luoitzau . ^ • 

f Chop-lHcks for eating 
with. 

Laatchoo* ^ ‘ . . 

Candle. 

Tchooa T^. . . . 

Light. 

Tzou-fhia .... 

Shoes, in general. 

Chow-chow . . •. 

Vidluals or meah 

Chee-fiinna . . . . 

. Td eat meats. 


Kovm' To 
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Chinese;'^ 

ENGLISH; 

Kowaa . . 

. To broil. 

«. >Mann, Mann . 

• . Stop or wait. 

Lobb, Lobb . . 

. . Joining or coition. 

Tziu 

. . Paper. 

Jofh 

. God, or Deity. 

Chinchin . . . 

. To fupplicatc or praji. 

Youwafs . . . 

. Furnace. 

Too-paa . . . 

. . A pagoda. 

Tong-joo . . 

f A fweet fpirit like riun- 
* \ ftirub. 

Chop-chop . . 

. To make haile. 

Foockce . . . 

. Man. 

Foockee-lou . . 

. Good-morrow, Sir. 

I^iodzaa . . . . 

. Milk. 

Hoong . . . . 

. Cheefe. 

Toudzua . . , 

. Knife. 

Ickoochop . . . 

. Very belt. 

Icko 

. One. 

Liaungko . . . 

. Two. 

Suangko . . . 

. Three. 

Soocko .... 

. Four. 

Oocko ..... 

. Five. ; 

Leowcko . . . 

. Six. 

Shicko .... 

. Seven. 

Packo ..... 

. Eight. 

Jowckp . . . 

. Nipe. 

Shcego .... 

. Ten. 

Sooce • . 

. Sleep. 


{longjoo > Red 



CHINESE. 

Hongjoo 
T chau- wanna 
Jccbau . 
Tyfhaufiiee 
Mceoulaa . 
Kamfhaa . . 
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, . Red- wine. 

, . A tea- cup. 

. . a f cubits^ or i yard, 

. . Bed. 

, . Have not or cannot. 

. . Gift or prelent. 
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